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SCH #:

2017032068

Project Title:

Humboldt Bay Mariculture Intertidal Pre-Permitting Project

Lead Agency: Humboldt Bay Harbor, Recreation and Conservation District
Contact Name:
Email:

Doug Saucedo

dsuscedo@humboldtbay.org

Phone Number:

(707) 443-0801

Project Location: Humboldt County
City

County

Project Description (Proposed actions, location, and/or consequences).
The Project would increase production of Kumamoto oysters (Crassostrea sikamea) and Pacific oysters (C. gigas) in
Humboldt Bay, California. Under the Project, approximately 45 acres of culture would be established in intertidal areas
using methods that suspend cultured shellfish off the bay bottom. The goal and purpose of the project is to allow for an
expansion of commercial mariculture activities in Humboldt Bay, create jobs and improve the local economy, while also
increasing local and sustainable seafood production.

Identify the project’s significant or potentially significant effects and briefly describe any proposed mitigation measures that
would reduce or avoid that effect.
The DEIR identifies potential significant effects in the following areas: cultural and archeological resources, biological
resources, aesthetic and visual resources, air quality, and hydrology and water quality. Implementation of mitigation
measures identified in the DEIR would reduce these potentially significant effects to a less than significant level. The
following mitigation measures are further described in the DEIR.
CR-1: Protocols for inadvertent discovery of any cultural or archeological resource.
CR-2: Protocols for inadvertent discovery of Native American remains and grave goods.
CR-3. Training for Lessees operating at Site 2.
BIO-1: Educational meetings. BIO-2: Shielding of light fixtures. BIO-3: Eelgrass avoidance by boats.
BIO-4: Eelgrass avoidance of culture equipment. BIO-5: Deposition of shells. BIO-6: Spawning herring avoidance.
BIO-7: Bio-fouling organism removal.
AQ-1: Compliance with air quality regulations
WQ-1: Minimize fuel and petroleum spill risks
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continued
If applicable, describe any of the project’s areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

The project has revised to address some areas of controversy, including removing proposed mariculture activities from
northeast Humboldt Bay and avoiding eelgrass. Areas of potential controversy include impacts to biological resources
including eelgrass and birds.

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE)
North Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board
California Coastal Commission
National Marine Fisheries Service
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
California Department of Fish and Wildlife
City of Eureka

