R-F1 – Historic Resources Study (Continued)

San Diego International Airport
Airport Development Plan

Recirculated Draft EIR

HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY
LINDBERGH FIELD AIR TERMINAL
(Terminal 1)

Location:
Present Owner/
Occupant:

3225 North Harbor Dr., San Diego, San Diego County, California 92101

San Diego County Regional Airport Authority

Present Use:

Airport terminal

Significance:

The significance of the Lindbergh Field Air Terminal (referred to as
Terminal 1 in this document) is identified as the year 1967, when the
terminal building was completed and officially opened to the public.
Terminal 1 was constructed in 1967 as a Brutalist-style airport terminal
with Futurist influences on the primary (south) façade and International
influences on the north, west, and east façades. Terminal 1 is reflective of
the modernization of Lindbergh Field during the commercial air traffic
boom of the 1960s and 1970s and continues to be used as a large volume
airport.

Historians:

Brian F. Smith, M.A., Senior Historian, Jennifer R.K. Stropes, M.S.,
Associate Historian, Elena C. Goralogia, B.A., Courtney J. Accardy, B.A.,
and Caitlin A.M. Foote, B.A., of Brian F. Smith and Associates, Inc.
Photography by Ryan B. Anderson, Ph.D. This report was completed on
June 7, 2018.

PART I: HISTORICAL INFORMATION
A. Physical History
1. Date of erection: Terminal 1 was built in 1967. On March 5, 1967, the terminal
became operational and was officially opened to the public. Terminal 1 was
constructed in response to an increase in passengers traveling through Lindbergh
Field. By 1964, approximately 1.4 million airline passengers passed through
Lindbergh Field annually, despite the fact that the terminal had a capacity rating of
only 500,000 per year. Although previous planners focused upon the possibility of
relocating the airport, the San Diego City Council and the Harbor Commission
ordered that plans be drawn for a new terminal in 1961.1 The Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA) allowed that Lindbergh Field could be used for all jet-powered
aircraft in the foreseeable future. The firm of F.E. Young Construction Co. of San
Diego began construction on the new terminal building in November 1965. By the
1
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end of the 1965 fiscal year, the total cost of the new terminal and ancillary facilities
was close to $7 million.
2. Architect: In 1963, the Unified Port District selected Paderewski, Dean &
Associates to design the “new city airport terminal to be located on Harbor Drive
opposite Harbor Island.”2 Prior to designing Terminal 1, Paderewski, Dean &
Associates specialized in schools, office buildings, high-rise apartments, and
buildings for the Navy.3 Paderewski, Dean & Associates were responsible for a
number of construction designs in San Diego, including: the first school to utilize
radiant heat in 1947; the first prefabricated plywood wall and roof panel system used
in several schools; an all-glass elevator at the El Cortez Hotel in 1956; and the
Buckminster Fuller-inspired geodesic dome on the Physical Education Building at
Palomar College.4 In designing the new airport terminal, Louis Dean, vice president
of Paderewski, Dean & Associates, stated that they needed to “make the airport
flexible, capable of expansion without limiting the aesthetic qualities.”5 Dean also
acknowledged that as the airline passenger is usually in a hurry, loading zones, ticket
counters, baggage claim, and parking must all be designed to facilitate maximum
efficiency.6
3. Original and subsequent owners, occupants, uses: Terminal 1 was constructed
under the ownership of the Unified Port District. On October 14, 2001, California
Assembly Bill 93 established the San Diego County Regional Airport Authority
(SDCRAA) as a local entity of regional government in charge of overseeing airport
operations; the bill also required the SDCRAA to generate a comprehensive airport
land use plan and submit a site selection for a future regional airport.7 In December
2002, the SDCRAA Board conducted its first meeting, and on January 1, 2003,
airport ownership and operations were transferred from the Unified Port District to
the SDCRAA.8 After the SDCRAA was formed, then-President/CEO Thella Bowens
officially dropped the name “Lindbergh Field” in favor of the “San Diego
International Airport” when applying for a new operating certificate from the FAA.9
Terminal 1 has been used as an airport terminal since its date of construction.
4. Builder, contractor, suppliers: The firm of F.E. Young Construction Co. of San
Diego began construction on Terminal 1 in November 1965, completing the building
2
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in 1967. San Diego Consolidated Company provided concrete services. Radford
Overhead Doors supplied doors for the new facility.10
5. Original plans and construction: Original plans for Terminal 1, which were
approved on August 23, 1965, were drawn by C.J. Paderewski and Louis Dean.
Dean, vice president of Paderewski, Dean & Associates, stated that “[t]he only thing
certain about the air travel picture is change,”11 and the design of Terminal 1 “took its
artistic cues from the needs of the air traveling public and the flat topography of San
Diego’s tidelands.”12 It was decided that the airport needed to be “flexible, capable of
expansion without limiting the aesthetic qualities,”13 and Dean acknowledged that as
the airline passenger is usually in a hurry, loading zones, ticket counters, baggage
claim, and parking all needed to be designed to facilitate maximum efficiency.14 The
traveler’s experience was described in the San Diego Union as:
… utilizing the spacious ticket counters of the airlines
[passengers] move directly out of the passenger concourse closest
to the counter. They go directly into the waiting room of
individual airlines. A small, closed-in landscaped area is centered
in each concourse corridor, and in the spacious rotunda, which is
composed of the waiting rooms and operational areas.15
The firm of F.E. Young Construction Co. of San Diego began construction on
Terminal 1 in November 1965, and by the end of the 1965 fiscal year, the total cost of
the new terminal and ancillary facilities was close to $7 million. Construction of
Terminal 1 was completed in 1967 and was almost 400 percent larger than the
original 1951 terminal, with a 36,000-square-foot lobby, 300 seats for waiting
passengers, an 8,000-square-foot baggage claim area, and 1,450 new parking spaces.
The walking distance from the parking lots to the ticket counters was also reduced
from 750' to 400', and from the unloading curbs to the ticket counters from 100' to
45'.16
When originally constructed, Terminal 1 was comprised of a crescent-shaped portion
positioned on an east-west axis, with two wings that formed separate concourses and
terminated at two identical, single-story rotundas. The exterior walls on the primary
(south) façade were comprised of floor-to-ceiling, 1/4" gray glass windows infilled by
sealed, sandblast-finished, concrete panels. The primary (south) façade of Terminal 1
provided public access under a wide concrete overhang supported by eighteen evenly
spaced, poured-concrete columns. The columns tapered toward the top where they
10
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reached their narrowest point and revealed structural steel.
The concrete ceiling featured a deeply coffered waffle-slab roof system that exhibited
curved, concave, square indentations that extended from the main structure past the
roof overhang. The coffered indentations on the cantilevered roof overhang were
evenly spaced and created a repetitive pattern. Walls on the north, west, and east
exterior façades, as well as the concourses and rotundas, were composed of concrete
block. A cantilevered overhang with a sandblast-finished concrete fascia was present
along the roofline on the north, west, and east façades.
Doors at the main entrances on the south façade consisted of aluminum-framed, fixed,
sliding glass doors with 1/4" gray plate glass. These doors measured 7'-1-1/2" wide
and 7' tall. Doors on the north, east, and west façades included: aluminum-framed,
sliding, double glass doors with 1/4" tempered glass; aluminum-framed, double glass
doors with push bars; aluminum-framed, single glass doors with push bars; steelframed, plastic laminate, mineral core doors; sets of steel-framed, plastic laminate,
mineral core, double doors; steel-framed, steel roll-up doors; steel-framed, plastic
laminate doors with sheet glass vision panel inserts; bi-folding, steel-framed wooden
doors; and sets of double, steel-framed, plastic laminate doors with sheet glass vision
panel inserts.
6. Alterations and additions: A site plan has been provided in Part III-F that colorcodes all original and modified portions of Terminal 1. In addition, due to the
extensive modifications, all portions of the building have also been assigned a letter
designation (i.e., A, B, C, etc.), which will be used in all further discussion.
The only modifications made to the primary (south) façade of Section A since its
construction in 1967 include those on the east and central portions of the building.
In 1997, Section B, a smooth concrete and metal sky bridge, which was designed by
SGPA Architecture and Planning (SGPA), was constructed off of a new two-story
rectangular structure on the central portion of the primary (south) façade of Section A
to allow pedestrians easy access to a parking area across the street on the south side of
the passenger loading zone. According to building plans, additional modifications
were made to the roadway system, bridges, and traffic right-of-ways immediately in
front of Terminals 1 and 2 in 1997, and the original, single band of clerestory
windows at the southeast façade of Terminal 1 was removed and replaced with a glass
wall of fixed-pane windows with metal trim in 2005. The architect for the 2005
modifications was Pierce Goodwin Alexander & Linville of Los Angeles, California.
The east, north, and west façades of Terminal 1 are generally closed to the
public. Since the building’s completion in 1967, several modifications have been
made to these façades.
In 1971, both sections G and J were added to Section A. Section J, a two-story
addition, was constructed on the east façade of the Section A east concourse wing,
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between Section I and the north façade of the Section A terminal building. Section J
provided more airline baggage handling space and office space. Section G was
constructed on the north façade of Section A, east of an original 1967 projecting bay,
to house baggage facilities.
Section H, a second story, was added to the Section A east concourse wing in 1982,
which allowed passengers to board the wide-bodied aircraft through convenient jet
bridges, provided a larger waiting/seating area, expanded the baggage area, created a
second-story office space, and enclosed the west rotunda portion of the wing.17 Also
in 1982, Section D, a two-story baggage service and office space addition, was
constructed on the westernmost section of the north façade of Section A, which
features five open bays that lead to baggage facilities. According to building plans,
these additions were designed by the firm of Paderewski, Dean, Albrecht, Stevenson
Architects in 1980 with structural engineers Blaylock-Willis & Associates.
In 1990, Section E, a 25,000-square-foot, second-story addition was added to the
Section A west concourse wing that included eight passenger loading bridges,
improvements for Gates 11 through 18, the location for the USAir Club, and a 4,100square-foot lounge area for USAir passengers. On the building plans, the Section E
addition was titled the “USAir Addition to West Rotunda,” drawn by architects
Richard Z. Albrecht and Melvin L. Ford of Paderewski, Dean, Albrecht, Stevenson
Architects.
Section F, a single-story addition, was constructed on the north façade of Section A,
immediately east of the Section A west concourse wing ca. 1994-97.
Constructed ca. 2000-01, Section C, a connector wing, was built on the west façade of
Section A, which extends from Terminal 1 to Terminal 2 East and contains a covered
walkway and two international gates.
Section K, a rectangular addition, was constructed on the easternmost corner of Section
A as the location of Gates 1 and 2 in 2005. According to building plans, Section K was
designed by Pierce Goodwin Alexander & Linville.
Ca. 2006-07, Section I, a large, rectangular, open-air baggage canopy, was constructed
along the east façade of the Section A east concourse wing, terminating at the rotunda.
Section L, Gate 1A, was constructed east of Section A in 2008 as a rectangular, concrete
block addition. This addition is connected to the east façade of Section A by a narrow
passageway also made of concrete block. The plans for Section L were drawn by
Architectural Alliance International with contractor Marcotte + Hearne Builders, Inc.

17

San Diego Unified Port District, The History and Development of Lindbergh Field, San Diego’s International
Airport, San Diego Unified Port District, San Diego, 1991.
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B. Historical Context
Around the 1960s, national news magazines were publishing articles calling San
Diego a “bust” town with no growth potential. The California state legislature
proposed an act that would create a San Diego Unified Port District, which, upon
approval, would require five cities (National City, Chula Vista, Imperial Beach,
Coronado, and San Diego) within the new district to turn over their tidelands to a new
Board of Port Commissioners for development. The measure passed by a majority in
all cities except Coronado, but despite their vote, the Unified Port District was created
and a development plan for the waterfront was underway.18
One of the most pressing issues for the Unified Port District to address was the future
of Lindbergh Field. By 1964, approximately 1.4 million airline passengers passed
through Lindbergh Field annually, despite the fact that the terminal had a capacity
rating of only 500,000 per year. In response, the Unified Port District board passed a
development plan that allotted a $4.7 million bond for the construction of a new
passenger terminal and associated facilities at Lindbergh Field. Port of San Diego
planners conceived a new terminal design that could handle the growth potential
beyond two million passengers per year.19 This time, the Federal Aviation
Administration allowed that Lindbergh Field could be used for all jet-powered
aircraft in the foreseeable future and construction of Terminal 1 began in 1965.
On February 8, 1967, then-California Governor Ronald Reagan was the first
passenger to land at Terminal 1 at Lindbergh Field, where he then delivered the
dedicatory address. 20 The terminal was officially opened to the public and became
operational on March 5, 1967. The San Diego Union described Terminal 1 as
possessing “beauty, utility and convenience.”21
The new terminal served 801,212 passengers in the remaining four months of the
fiscal year; through the entire fiscal year, the 1951 terminal (former Ryan
Aeronautical Administration building) and the new Terminal 1 served a total of
2,177,110 passengers, handled 5,384 tons of air freight, and saw a 22.9 percent
increase in air mail.22 This was quadruple the number of passengers in 1956,
indicating a growth rate for air travel in San Diego that was above the national
average. However, this soon proved to be problematic, as Terminal 1 rapidly became
unable to handle the growing volume of passengers. The 1951 terminal had been
razed, which put additional pressure on Terminal 1. Between 1967 and 1968,
2,719,584 passengers traveled through Lindbergh Field, and the Unified Port District
anticipated the number to increase to over 3 million the following year.
18
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PART II: ARCHITECTURAL INFORMATION
A. General Statement
1. Architectural character: Terminal 1 exhibits two different architectural styles. The
primary (south) façade of Section A exhibits traits of the Brutalist architectural style
with Futurist influences and the east, north, and west façades (Sections A through L)
exhibit traits of the International architectural style. Because over 90 percent of the
east, north, and west façades have been modified, only the western 3/4 of the south
façade retains its original architecture character.
According to the San Diego Modernism Historic Context Statement23, primary
character-defining features of Brutalism that the primary (south) façade of Section A
possesses include: an exposed and expressive structural system, including “Jetsons”esque supports, which are also a Primary character-defining feature of the Futurist
architectural style; monumental massing; and angular and rectilinear forms. The use
of angular shapes is also a Primary character-defining feature of the Futurist
architectural style, which blends seamlessly with the Brutalist style of Terminal 1.
Secondary character-defining features of Brutalism that the primary (south) façade of
Section A possesses include: repetitive patterns and international avoidance of
traditional elements or ornament.
The primary (south) façade of Section A has been minimally altered and still reflects
the distinctive characteristics of Brutalism and Futurism that it originally exhibited in
1967. According to the San Diego Modernism Historic Context Statement24,
Brutalist-style buildings are rare in San Diego, but modifications that have
significantly altered or obscured any character-defining features may render a
building ineligible for designation. Modifications made to the primary (south) façade
of Section A, however, have not significantly altered or obscured the characterdefining features of the original Brutalist style.
The only major alterations made to the primary (south) façade of Section A include
the sky bridge and the vinyl ceiling soffit along the coffered concrete overhang.
Section B (the sky bridge) connects Section A via a two-story structure, which is
referred to as the receptor (see Section B on attached site plan), and allows passengers
easy access to the parking pavilion portion of the bridge across the street; however,
Section B does not mask the Brutalist or Futurist elements of the primary (south)
façade of Section A. Similarly, the introduction of vinyl soffit in the coffered
concrete overhang detracts from, but does not completely change, the nature of this
façade of Section A.

23

City of San Diego, San Diego Modernism Historic Context Statement, submitted to the State of California Office
of Historic Preservation, 2007.
24
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2. Condition of fabric: Terminal 1 has been well maintained and is in good condition.
No deterioration or weathering of any exterior or interior portions is visible.
B. Description of Exterior
1. Overall dimensions: Terminal 1 is comprised of the crescent-shaped portion of
Section A, which is positioned on an east-west axis, with two wings that form
separate concourses and terminate at two identical rotundas. When built, Terminal 1
was almost 400 percent larger than the 1951 terminal that it was meant to replace, and
included a 36,000-square-foot lobby, an 8,000-square-foot baggage claim area, and
1,450 new parking spaces.25 Since the building’s completion in 1967, the east, north,
and west façades of the terminal have gone through several modifications/additions
(Sections C through L) that have increased the overall square footage of the building
and modified the exterior appearance. The construction of a second story on both the
Section A west and east concourse wings (Sections E and H) has also altered the
overall massing of the building. Although Terminal 1 is only two stories tall, it was
specifically designed to accommodate large jet engine aircraft with an expansive,
1,039' x 450' horizontal footprint
2. Foundations: Terminal 1 was constructed on artificial fill created by the dredging of
San Diego Bay. According to building plans, the maximum soil pressure at grade
was measured at 3,000 P.S.F. Three different types of concrete spread footings were
placed 40 feet apart and the foundation includes a moisture barrier and 4" concrete
slab-on-grade.
3. Walls: The exterior walls on the primary (south) façade of Section A are comprised
of floor-to-ceiling windows and 8", tan, smooth-face, concrete block bricks laid in
courses. To the west, the south façade of Section C consists of poured concrete on
the first floor and a covered walkway covered in metal and glass panels. Immediately
north of Section C is an additional portion of the original 1967 Section A that also
features concrete block and sandblast-finished, poured concrete.
The walls of Section B consist of glass fiber-reinforced concrete (GFRC) panels, a
perforated metal screen system, and exposed structural framing. According to
building plans, Section B is painted “PPG Duranar XL Silver Gray UC50958.”
The walls of Section D feature 8", tan, smooth-face, concrete block walls laid in
courses with a coffered concrete overhang. The north façade of Section D features
five open bays and evenly spaced, rectangular, fixed-pane windows that run the
length of the second story.
The first story of the Section A west concourse wing is a mix of 8", tan, smooth-face
concrete block laid in courses and smooth stucco and the upper story is smooth
stucco. Section E also features a mix of concrete block and smooth stucco. A
25
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sandblast-finished, concrete band separates the two stories and transitions into a
coffered overhang on the rotunda portion of the wing. Most of Section E also
exhibits a coffered concrete overhang, except in the areas around the eight gates,
which were built out to accommodate the jet bridges added in the 1980s.
The exterior of Section F is concrete and features a wall of fixed-pane windows that
are inset in sandblast-finished concrete. Immediately east of Section F is an original
1967 projecting bay (Section A) that once housed the Interstate Hosts Restaurant26,
which exhibits 8", tan, smooth-face concrete block walls laid in courses, a row of
fixed-pane windows, and a coffered concrete overhang that matches the overhang on
the primary (south) façade of Section A.
Section G is constructed of 8", tan, smooth-face concrete block laid in courses. The
baggage facilities addition features two wide openings: one on the west side and one
on the east side. Immediately east is the west façade first story of the Section A east
concourse wing, which is a mix of concrete block on the first story and smooth stucco
on the second. The floors are separated by a sandblast-finished concrete band. The
concrete band at the top of the first story extends into a coffered overhang only on the
rotunda portion of the wing. Section H features the same mix of concrete block and
smooth stucco with a coffered concrete overhang, except in areas around the eight
gates, which were built out to accommodate the jet bridges.
The east façade of the Section A east concourse wing, before the wing terminates at
the rotunda, is comprised of: Section J, which exhibits 8", tan, smooth-face concrete
block walls with a sandblast finish; Section I, which exhibits unadorned, square,
concrete supports and smooth stucco walls; an original portion of the 1967 Section A
terminal building, which exhibits the original 8", tan, smooth-face concrete block and
has no windows; and Section K, which exhibits 8", tan, smooth-face concrete block
walls and metal panels.
Section L, located off the east façade of Section A, is comprised of 8", tan, smoothface concrete block walls laid in courses. Section L is connected to Section A by a
narrow passageway also made of concrete block.
4. Structural system, framing: The southern portion of the Section A roof is primarily
supported by precast concrete columns spaced at 40' intervals. The precast concrete
surrounds 8" x 8' “double extra strong pipe” with 3/4" x 3" welded head studs.
According to building plans, additional supports throughout the interior of the
building include square concrete columns that measure 6", 12", and 24". Loadbearing walls are composed of 8" concrete block with wire ladder mesh at alternating
courses. The load-bearing walls are connected to concrete columns on either end via
dowels that are inserted into the wall and column. Non-load-bearing walls are affixed
at the top to horizontal concrete beams via 4-1/2" studs welded to 3" pipes inside the
walls. The roof is composed of a concrete waffle-slab system. Metal bars extend
26
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from the concrete beams and columns vertically into the 8"-wide concrete roof ribs of
the waffle-slab roof. The voids in the roof system were created using 30" Sonovoid
concrete void forms. Additions utilize similar framing and structural systems for the
load-bearing walls.
5. Openings:
a. Doorways and doors: Doors at the main entrances on the primary (south)
façade of Section A consist of aluminum-framed, fixed, sliding glass doors
with 1/4" gray plate glass. These doors measure 7'-1-1/2" wide and 7' tall.
Doors on the north, east, and west façades of Terminal 1 include: aluminumframed, sliding, double glass doors with 1/4" tempered glass; aluminumframed, double glass doors with push bars; aluminum-framed, single glass
doors with push bars; steel-framed, plastic laminate, mineral core doors; sets
of steel-framed, plastic laminate, mineral core, double doors; steel-framed,
steel roll-up doors; steel-framed, plastic laminate doors with sheet glass vision
panel inserts; bi-folding, steel-framed wooden doors; and sets of double, steelframed, plastic laminate doors with sheet glass vision panel inserts. See
Sheets 61 through 66 of the San Diego International Air Terminal Plans in
Part III-A for original door details and locations.
Doors were added to Sections D and H in 1982 and include: anodized,
aluminum-framed, single and double glass doors with glass transom panels
above; single and double wood doors finished in plastic laminate with vision
panel inserts and steel, enamel-finished framing; single and double wood
doors finished in plastic laminate with steel, enamel-finished framing; metal
double doors with enamel finish and steel, enamel-finished framing; metal
roll-top doors with enamel finish and steel, enamel-finished framing; and
metal roll-top doors with enamel finish, vision panel inserts, and enamelfinished framing. See Sheets A-7 and A-8 of the Additions to East Terminal
Plans in Part III-A for door details and locations.
Doors were added to Section E in 1990 and include: anodized, aluminumframed, single and double glass doors with glass transom panels above; single
and double wood doors finished in plastic laminate with vision panel inserts
and steel, enamel-finished framing; single and double wood doors finished in
plastic laminate with steel, enamel-finished framing; and metal double doors
with enamel finish and steel, enamel-finished framing. See Sheets A-25 and
A-26 of the USAir Additions to West Rotunda Plans in Part III-A for door
details and locations.
Doors installed in Section K in 2005 include: single and double, painted,
hollow metal doors with hollow metal framing; aluminum-framed, sliding
glass doors; aluminum sliding security grilles; stainless steel gate doors; and
hollow metal, alarmed, egress doors with hollow metal frames and a glass
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sidelight and transom. See Sheet 12 of the Terminal 1 East Upgrades Gates 1
& 2 Conversion Plans in Part III-A for a door schedule.
Doors installed in Section L in 2008 include: flush, hollow metal doors with
hollow metal frames; and aluminum, medium stile doors with hollow metal
frames. See Sheet 17 of the Gate 1A Reconfiguration Plans in Part III-A for a
door schedule.
b. Windows and shutters: According to building plans, in 2005, the original,
single band of windows on the primary (south) façade of Section A was
removed and replaced with a glass wall of fixed-pane windows with metal
trim and shaded panes. The remainder of the primary (south) façade of
Section A exhibits original, aluminum-framed, floor-to-ceiling windows that
are flush with the building and projecting bays of trapezoidal, floor-to-ceiling
windows. All original windows on the south façade exhibit 1/4" gray glass.
The west façade of Section A and the original 1967 projecting bay on the
north façade of Section A also include fixed-pane, aluminum-framed
windows.
Section B exhibits half-height, Pilkington clear glass along the entire length of
the pedestrian bridge at the railings. The top half of the “window” openings
along the bridge are open. The same glass is present in the openings of the
pavilion (south) and receptor (north) portions of Section B.
Section C, the west and north façades of Section D, the first and second
(Section E) stories of the Section A west concourse wing, Section F, the west
façade first story and the second story (Section H) of the Section A east
concourse wing, Section J, Section K, and the north façade of Section L all
possess fixed-pane, metal-framed windows.
6. Roof:
a. Shape, covering: Section A has an irregular-shaped footprint, a flat roof, and
is comprised of a main crescent-shaped portion with two concourse wings that
project off the eastern and western portions of the north façade. The crescentshaped portion of Section A is positioned on an east-west axis. The two
wings form separate concourses that each terminate at two identical rotundas.
The primary (south) façade of Section A provides public access to the
terminal under a wide overhang supported by eighteen evenly spaced, pouredconcrete columns. The columns taper toward the top where they reach their
narrowest point and reveal structural steel. When constructed, the wide
overhang was entirely comprised of concrete. The concrete ceiling features a
coffered waffle-slab roof system that exhibits curved, concave, square
indentations that extend from the main structure past the roof overhang. The
coffered indentations on the cantilevered roof overhang are evenly spaced and
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create a repetitive pattern. The cantilevered concrete slab roof sits at a 90degree angle. At an unknown date, vinyl soffit was installed on the underside
of the cantilevered overhang on the primary (south) façade of Section A,
alternating with sections of the curved, concave, square indentations. The
overhang currently features a mixture of vinyl and concrete.
Both Sections I and J exhibit flat concrete roofs. Immediately east of Section
J is an original portion of the 1967 Section A terminal building. This section
is rectangular and features a concrete roof overhang.
C. Description of Interior
1. Floor plans: The interior of the building is primarily a large public concourse area in
the southern portion of the building with a two-story ceiling, and two smaller
concourses that extend to the northeast (Section E) and northwest (Section H),
terminating in circular rotundas. The public concourses include waiting areas and
access to the jet bridges. Smaller rooms that are utilized as staff offices are located
on the first floor along the perimeters of Sections E and H, as well as in the northeast
and northwest portions of Section A. Sections K and L are located on the eastern end
of Section A and include small gates with waiting areas. All other sections of the
building are used for office space or baggage handling and are not open to the public.
2. Stairways: A total of eight staircases and eight reversible escalators are located
inside of Terminal 1. Inside the two-story structure that connects Section B to
Section A is a stairway flanked by two sets of escalators, which allow access to and
from the ground-level public concourse to the two-story pedestrian overpass (Section
B).
Inside the Section A east concourse wing leading from the ground-level public
concourse to the second story of the rotunda (Section E) are two escalators leading
upstairs flanked by three stairways: one in the middle and one on either side of the
escalators.
Inside the Section A west concourse wing leading from the ground-level public
concourse to the second story of the rotunda (Section H) are four reversible escalators
with a stairway located on either side.
Two additional stairways are located in both the western and eastern portions of the
terminal that allow restricted access from the lower level to the east and west ends of
the second story.
3. Flooring: The Terminal 1 public concourse floors are primarily covered with greyand white-based epoxy terrazzo panels separated by 1/8" stainless steel divider strips.
Some concession and vendor spaces are floored with 8" x 8" (or greater) smooth
porcelain tiles with dark brown epoxy grout. Passenger holding areas are floored
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with a mixture of terrazzo and grey-based, multi-color-accented, broadloom Lees
Commercial Carpet Tiles, pattern T-74488-TB, textured patterned loop. These
materials, however, are not original to Terminal 1 and were updated circa 2003.
4. Wall and ceiling finish: Interior walls consist of sealed concrete or drywall and
plaster. Most walls possess wainscoting of stainless steel panels with no trim or
composite panels with a stainless steel base and corner/edge profile trim. Walls
enclosing the escalator housings are clad in stainless steel panels. The restroom walls
are covered in porcelain tile. Two 10" stacked tiles, which create a stone wall base,
are found on the walls clad in tile, but have no wainscot. A 6" Black Cambrian
Granite Base is found in all other areas where a stacked tile base or wainscoting are
not used. Carpet and vinyl wall bases are found in restricted access areas.
The ceilings of Sections E and H, the restrooms, the baggage claim area, and the
eastern end of the terminal near Gates 1, 1A, and 2 consist of an aluminum-framed
drop ceiling with fiberboard tiles. Plaster-clad drywall encases support beams that
run between square or round, stainless steel or vinyl-covered support columns. The
ceiling of the two-story, public concourse matches the ceiling on the exterior of the
primary (south) façade of Section A and includes an exposed concrete waffle-slab and
a vinyl soffit. Aluminum paneling is found on the ceiling of Section B.
5. Openings:
a. Doorways and doors: Few doors are found on the interior of Terminal 1.
Most interior doors are hollow metal with metal framing and lead to restricted
areas. Hollow metal doors located in high traffic areas exhibit 18"-tall,
stainless steel kick plates with hidden fasteners. On the north wall of the
baggage claim area are aluminum-framed, sliding, double doors with four
thick, opaque glass insets per door. Stainless steel or hollow metal boarding
bridge portal doors lead to the jet bridges at each gate. Restroom stall doors
are made of stainless steel.
b. Windows: The only interior windows within Terminal 1 are located in the
vendor spaces and public baggage offices. These windows are metal-framed
and allow the public to view display items or office interiors from the public
concourses.
6. Decorative features and trim: The exposed concrete, waffle-slab ceiling and
exposed concrete and metal, tapered, “Jetsons”-esque-style pillars, like those found
along the exterior south façade of Section A, are also located inside the public
concourse. These elements are original to the building. A non-original art
installation titled “Signalscape” was installed across the entryway to the baggage
claim area in 2011. “Signalscape” was designed by Miki Iwasaki and consists of
sixteen panels of thirty-seven boxes that illuminate depending upon the movement of
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passengers passing below.27
7. Hardware: The architectural as-built plans do not provide information about the
hardware used in the construction of Terminal 1. No notable original hardware was
observed during the interior survey.
8. Mechanical equipment:
a. Heating, air conditioning, ventilation: Terminal 1 is equipped with forced
central air heating and cooling ducts. Two centrifugal chillers, two chilled
water pumps, two condenser water pumps, and one cooling tower can be seen
on Sheets M-14 and M-15, two hot water pumps and two hot water boilers can
be seen on Sheet M-15, and the complete schedule of mechanical equipment
can be found on Sheet M-1 of the original building plans in Part III-A.
b. Lighting: The majority of the lighting within Terminal 1 consists of recessed
fluorescent and incandescent light fixtures, with some pendant- and surfacemounted fluorescent light fixtures within the east and west rotundas and the
public restroom facilities. Fluorescent striplighting is present in the
westernmost and easternmost portions of Section A.
Lighting installed within Section L consists of Lithonia Gotham Series
recessed lighting and Lightolier Quantum Series surface lighting. See Sheet
39 of the Gate 1A Reconfiguration Plans in Part III-A for lighting details and
locations.
c. Plumbing: When originally constructed, Terminal 1 contained 14 restrooms
within Section A: three in the main public concourse area; two small, singlestall restrooms in the very westernmost portion; one small, single restroom
with one toilet and one sink in the center of the eastern arm; two large, multistall restrooms with multiple fixtures in the central portion of the eastern arm;
two multi-stall restrooms on either side of the areas where both the east and
west concourse wings and rotundas connect; and two within the east and west
concourse wings. In 1982, one pair of restrooms was added in the west end
of the first floor of Section D and another pair was added in the central portion
of the second floor of Section D. Also in 1982, one restroom was added to
either side of the stairs/escalators on the second floor of Section H, where the
east concourse wing meets the east rotunda. In 1990, one restroom was added
to either side of the stairs/escalators on the second floor of Section E where
the west concourse wing meets the west rotunda. Various sizes of piping are
used throughout the terminal. One gas and three electric water heaters are
present. A sump pump and pit system are located in both the west concourse
wing and the east concourse wing, below the ramps that connect to the
27

James Chute, San Diego’s airport gets serious about art, The San Diego Union-Tribune, San Diego, California
(November 26, 2011).
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rotundas. The pit is three feet deep and is covered by a 20" x 20" Alhambra
A-2012 heavy traffic grating and a 20" by 20" Alhambra A-2017 heavy traffic
cover, with an automatic external liquid level control switch. See Sheet P-12
of the San Diego International Air Terminal, Lindbergh Field Plans in Part IIIA for a detailed view of the sump pump and pit.
9. Original furnishings: None of the furnishings inside Terminal 1 are original and
were updated in the early 2000s.
D. Site
1. Historic landscape design: There is no historic landscaping associated with Terminal
1. Original landscaping was located in the rotundas and within the main concourse;
however, these interior landscaping features were removed during the various
improvements that Terminal 1 has been subjected to since its construction.
Landscaping located within the parking lots and medians was added during the 2010
upgrades to the parking area.
PART III: SOURCES OF INFORMATION
A. Architectural drawings:
1. San Diego International Air Terminal, Lindbergh Field: Door Schedule,
Paderewski, Dean & Associates (Sheet 61, Drawing No. 704, August 23, 1965)
2. San Diego International Air Terminal, Lindbergh Field: Door Schedule,
Paderewski, Dean & Associates (Sheet 62, Drawing No. 704, August 23, 1965)
3. San Diego International Air Terminal, Lindbergh Field: Door and Window
Details, Paderewski, Dean & Associates (Sheet 63, Drawing No. 704, August 23,
1965)
4. San Diego International Air Terminal, Lindbergh Field: Door and Window
Details, Paderewski, Dean & Associates (Sheet 64, Drawing No. 704, August 23,
1965)
5. San Diego International Air Terminal, Lindbergh Field: Door and Window
Details, Paderewski, Dean & Associates (Sheet 65, Drawing No. 704, August 23,
1965)
6. San Diego International Air Terminal, Lindbergh Field: Door Details,
Paderewski, Dean & Associates (Sheet 66, Drawing No. 704, August 23, 1965)
7. San Diego International Air Terminal, Lindbergh Field: Mechanical Equipment
Schedule, Paderewski, Dean & Associates (Sheet M-1, Drawing No. 704, August
23, 1965)
8. San Diego International Air Terminal, Lindbergh Field: Ground Floor
Mechanical Room – Plan & Sections, Paderewski, Dean & Associates (Sheet M14, Drawing No. 704, August 23, 1965)
9. San Diego International Air Terminal, Lindbergh Field: Upper Mechanical
Rooms – Plans & Sections, Paderewski, Dean & Associates (Sheet M-15,

LINDBERGH FIELD AIR TERMINAL
(Page 16)

Drawing No. 704, August 23, 1965)
10. San Diego International Air Terminal, Lindbergh Field: Plumbing Floor Plan –
Part A, Paderewski, Dean & Associates (Sheet P-2, Drawing No. 704, August 23,
1965)
11. San Diego International Air Terminal, Lindbergh Field: Plumbing Floor Plan –
Part “C,” Paderewski, Dean & Associates (Sheet P-3, Drawing No. 704, August
23, 1965)
12. San Diego International Air Terminal, Lindbergh Field: Plumbing Floor Plan –
Part “D,” Paderewski, Dean & Associates (Sheet P-4, Drawing No. 704, August
23, 1965)
13. San Diego International Air Terminal, Lindbergh Field: Plumbing Floor Plan –
Part “F,” Paderewski, Dean & Associates (Sheet P-6, Drawing No. 704, August
23, 1965)
14. San Diego International Air Terminal, Lindbergh Field: Plumbing Floor Plan –
Part B, Paderewski, Dean & Associates (Sheet P-7, Drawing No. 704, August 23,
1965)
15. San Diego International Air Terminal, Lindbergh Field: Plumbing Floor Plan –
Part G, Paderewski, Dean & Associates (Sheet P-8, Drawing No. 704, August 23,
1965)
16. San Diego International Air Terminal, Lindbergh Field: Toilet Rooms – 1/4"
Floor Plan, Paderewski, Dean & Associates (Sheet P-9, Drawing No. 704, August
23, 1965)
17. San Diego International Air Terminal, Lindbergh Field: Toilet Rooms – 1/4"
Floor Plan, Paderewski, Dean & Associates (Sheet P-10, Drawing No. 704,
August 23, 1965)
18. San Diego International Air Terminal, Lindbergh Field: Legend and Fixture
Schedule, Paderewski, Dean & Associates (Sheet P-11, Drawing No. 704, August
23, 1965)
19. San Diego International Air Terminal, Lindbergh Field: Plumbing Details,
Paderewski, Dean & Associates (Sheet P-12, Drawing No. 704, August 23, 1965)
20. San Diego International Air Terminal, Lindbergh Field: General Notes –
Typical Details, Paderewski, Dean & Associates (Sheet S1, Drawing No. 704,
August 23, 1965)
21. San Diego International Air Terminal, Lindbergh Field: Foundation Det’s –
Footing Schedule, Paderewski, Dean & Associates (Sheet S15, Drawing No. 704,
August 23, 1965)
22. San Diego International Air Terminal, Lindbergh Field: Wall Sections &
Details, Paderewski, Dean & Associates (Sheet S18, Drawing No. 704, August 23,
1965)
23. San Diego International Air Terminal, Lindbergh Field: Column Schedule &
Details, Precast Conc. Wall Panel & Details, Paderewski, Dean & Associates
(Sheet S22, Drawing No. 704, August 23, 1965)
24. San Diego International Air Terminal, Lindbergh Field: Precast Conc. Col’s. &
Details, Paderewski, Dean & Associates (Sheet S23, Drawing No. 704, August 23,
1965)

LINDBERGH FIELD AIR TERMINAL
(Page 17)

25. San Diego International Air Terminal, Lindbergh Field: Rib & Drop Panel
Schedules, Paderewski, Dean & Associates (Sheet S24, Drawing No. 704, August
23, 1965)
26. Additions to East Terminal, San Diego International Airport, Lindbergh Field:
Door & Window Schedule, Paderewski, Dean, Albrecht, Stevenson (Sheet A7,
Drawing No. 1740, December 22, 1980)
27. Additions to East Terminal, San Diego International Airport, Lindbergh Field:
Loading Bridge Vestibule and Misc. Details, Paderewski, Dean, Albrecht,
Stevenson (Sheet A-8, Drawing No. 1740, December 22, 1980)
28. Additions to East Terminal, San Diego International Airport, Lindbergh Field:
Addition ‘A’ First Floor Plumbing Plan, Paderewski, Dean, Albrecht, Stevenson
(Sheet PA-1, Drawing No. 1740, December 22, 1980)
29. Additions to East Terminal, San Diego International Airport, Lindbergh Field:
Addition ‘A’ Second Floor Plumbing Plan, Paderewski, Dean, Albrecht,
Stevenson (Sheet PA-2, Drawing No. 1740, December 22, 1980)
30. Additions to East Terminal, San Diego International Airport, Lindbergh Field:
Addition ‘C’ Second Floor Plumbing Plan, Paderewski, Dean, Albrecht,
Stevenson (Sheet PC-2, Drawing No. 1740, December 22, 1980)
31. Additions to East Terminal, San Diego International Airport, Lindbergh Field:
Title Sheet, Paderewski, Dean, Albrecht, Stevenson (Sheet T-1, Drawing No.
1740, December 22, 1980)
32. USAir Addition to West Rotunda, East Terminal, San Diego International
Airport, Lindbergh Field: Door Schedule & Details, Paderewski, Dean,
Albrecht, Stevenson (Sheet A25, Drawing No. 2773, October 25, 1989)
33. USAir Addition to West Rotunda, East Terminal, San Diego International
Airport, Lindbergh Field: Door & Window Details, Paderewski, Dean, Albrecht,
Stevenson (Sheet A26, Drawing No. 2773, October 25, 1989; Revised December
18, 1989; Revised May 14, 1990)
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35. Airport Roadway System, San Diego International Airport – Lindbergh Field:
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No. 2922, February 27, 1996)
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Airport: Door Schedule, Types and Detail, Pierce Goodwin Alexander & Linville
(Sheet 12, Drawing No. 3047, August 23, 2004)
41. Gate 1A Reconfiguration, Corridor and Holdroom, San Diego International
Airport: Door and Frame Schedule, Architectural Alliance International (Sheet
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B. Early views:
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1. Site Plan for Terminal 1, Prepared by Brian F. Smith and Associates, Inc. (2017)
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