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~ Project Description: (please use a separate page if necessary)

The Coyote Hills Restoration and Public Access Project aims to restore habitat and add public access facilities to a 306-
acre parcel that would become part of Coyote Hills Regional Park. The existing Coyote Hills Regional Park is located in
the northwest corner of the City of Fremont, east of the Don Edwards San Francisco Bay Wildlife Refuge, and north of
State Highway Route 84. The 306-acre expansion area borders the east side of the existing Regional Park; is bounded
to the west by Ardenwood Boulevard and Paseo Padre Parkway; and is bounded to the north by the Alameda Creek
Flood Control Channel. The proposed Project consists of two main components: a Land Use Plan Amendment (LUPA)
and a Park Development Plan, both prepared by the East Bay Regional Park District (District). The LUPA amends the
2005 Coyote Hills Regional Park Land Use Plan to include the 306-acre expansion area and its land uses. The Park
Development Plan outlines the restoration and visitor-service facilities and public access trail development proposed for
the expansion area. The proposed expansion includes a new entry kiosk, parking lot, restroom and family picnic
facilities, entry area improvements, signage, over 5 miles of new trails, wildlife observation platforms, and approximately
150 acres of habitat restoration and enhancement. Proposed habitat restoration and enhancement types would include
willow thicket and mixed riparian forest, as well as oak savanna, seasonal wetlands, and enhanced grasslands. The

Project would preserve views, continue agriculture, and preserve, protect, and interpret the site's rich natural resources,
Native American culture, and historic resources.
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Coyote Hills Restoration and Public Access Project
Abbreviated Project Description

The Project consists of two main actions: 1) approve a Land Use Plan Amendment to include the 306 acre
Park Expansion Area to the park; 2) implement habitat restoration and public access improvements to
provide visitor facilities (parking, trails, restrooms).

Land Use Plan Amendment

Three Land Use Units are proposed at five locations within the project area. These units include Natural
Units, Recreational Units and a new Agricultural Unit. The five locations within the park expansion area
include:

e Patterson Slough Natural Unit

e Western Wetlands Natural Unit

e Southern Wetlands Natural Unit

e Historic Patterson Ranch Farm and Farm Yard Agricultural Unit
e Ranch Road Recreation Unit

Habitat Restoration and Public Access Improvements

The proposed plan consist of five elements: 1) Habitat Restoration, Enhancement, and Wildlife
Management Activities, 2) Cultural Resources Management Actions, 3) Recreation and Visitor Serving
Facilities Construction, 4) Public Access Trails Construction, and 5) Agricultural Land Use and
Associated Activities.

1. Habitat Restoration and Enhancement and Wildlife Management Activities

The Patterson Slough area, north of Patterson Ranch Road, would be developed and managed for habitat
protection, restoration, enhancement, and wildlife management. Restoration and enhancement in this area
includes mixed riparian forest, willow sausal restoration, perennial and seasonal wetlands enhancement,
and oak savanna and native grasslands establishment.

Wetlands enhancement would occur within the low lying Western Wetlands area on the west side of the
hstoric Patterson Ranch farm fields. This part of the Project Area contains depressional wetlands that pond
water during the winter rainy period, as well as adjacent areas that are saline and sodic (salt and sodium
affected).

The previously farmed Southern Wetlands, located from just north of Ardenwood Creek to the southern
property boundary, would be restored in cooperation with the Alameda County Flood Control and Water
Conservation District as a mix of riparian, freshwater and seasonal wetlands, as well as saline-alkaline
wetlands.

2. Cultural Resources Management Actions

Important and known locations of native Californians (Ohlone people) cultural resources occur within the
Project Area, and there may be other, presently unknown resources throughout this area. Construction of
site facilities would be designed to minimize excavation. There are two historic structures within the Project



Area that will be evaluated in the Environmental Document: 1) the Farm Labor Contractor’s residence
located immediately adjacent to the lower portion of Patterson Slough, and 2) the Milk House building in
the Patterson Ranch Farm Yard area, south of the intersection of Patterson Ranch Road and Paseo Padre
Parkway. ' '

3. Recreation and Visitor Serving Facilities Construetion

Visitor serving facilities include an approximately 100 car parking lot and open-use area, a new restroom,
' potable water, picnic area, interpretive elements, and a new entry kiosk. A park entry sign, landscape
plantings, and fencing would be installed at the improved Park entry. Pedestrian and bicycle intersection
improvemerits may be provided on the west side of the intersection of Paseo Padre Parkway and Patterson
Ranch Road, in coordination with the City of Fremont.

4. Public Access Trails Constraction

Approximately four miles of trails are proposed for the Project Area with a continuous north-south shared
use trail that traverses the entire area. The trail system includes connections to the Bay Trail along
. Ardenwood Boulevard and Paseo Padre Parkway, a new connection to the existing Crandall Creek Tral,
improving the Tuibun Trail to the Visitor Center, and providing a link to the future Lake Unit and camping
opportunities at the former Dumbarton Quarry.

5. A_.gricultural-Land Uses and Associated Activities

The historic Patterson Ranch Farm fields south of Patterson Ranch Road and immediately west of Paseo
Padre Parkway would continue to be used for agriculture. The Patterson Ranch Milk House building in the
Farm Yard area may be rehabilitated for use as a fresh produce stand or other compatible park serving use.






