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If applicable, describe any of the project’s areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.
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	Text Field: 2018092030
	Project Title: SMUD Operations, Maintenance and New Construction Habitat Conservation Plan EIR 
	Lead Agency: Sacramento Municipal Utility District (SMUD) 
	Contact Name: Kim Crawford 
	Email: kim.crawford@smud.org 
	Phone Number: (916) 952-3911
	Project Location: SMUD service area plus small portions of Placer, Yolo and San Joaquin counties 
	Project Description: The proposed Project includes: 
• SMUD’s implementation of the proposed Operations, Maintenance, and New Construction Habitat Conservation Plan (HCP), which provides a Conservation Strategy for avoiding, minimizing, and mitigating potential impacts on Covered Species resulting from SMUD’s various operations, maintenance, and new construction activities (Covered Activities); 
• Application for issuance and implementation of incidental take permits (ITPs) by the California Department of Fish and Wildlife and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, which authorize take of Covered Species potentially occurring during implementation of the Covered Activities. The ITPs will provide incidental take coverage for seven Covered Species California tiger salamander, giant garter snake, slender Orcutt grass, Sacramento Orcutt grass, valley elderberry longhorn beetle, vernal pool fairy shrimp, and vernal pool tadpole shrimp—for the next 30 years; and
• The direct and reasonably foreseeable indirect effects caused by the implementation of Covered Activities that will result from issuance of the ITPs.
	Project's Effects: Impacts related to cultural and Tribal cultural resources were determined to be potentially significant and were addressed in the Draft EIR. After implementation of recommended mitigation measures, the Draft EIR concluded that impacts related to cultural and Tribal cultural resources would be less than significant.
	Areas of Controversy: In accordance with PRC Section 21092 and California Code of Regulations Title 14, Section 15082, SMUD issued a notice of preparation (NOP) on September 13, 2018, to inform agencies and the general public that an EIR was being prepared and to invite comments on the scope and content of the document (Appendix A). SMUD accepted comments on the scope of the EIR between September 13 and October 15, 2018. A noticed scoping meeting for the EIR occurred on September 27, 2018.
- Based on the comments received during the NOP comment period, the following are the major areas of controversy associated with the proposed Project.
 - Potential for impacts on unknown tribal resources
 - Air quality and analysis of emissions generated by construction activity
 - Impacts on special-status species
 - Consistency with Delta Plan policies and Delta Reform Act
 - Water quality and construction activities

Areas of controversy that fall within the scope of CEQA are addressed in this draft EIR. All of the substantive environmental issues raised in the NOP comment letters have been addressed or otherwise considered during preparation of this draft EIR.

	List of Agencies: California Department of Fish and Game

SMUD’s lead agency approval of the proposed Project would authorize implementation of the proposed HCP and ITPs, but would not confer or imply discretionary approval by SMUD of any specific Covered Activity. Implementation of the proposed Project, instead, will condition how SMUD implements Covered Activities when the Covered Species are or may be present.

The EIR is intended to serve as an informational document for the public agency decision makers and the general public regarding the characteristics and objectives of the proposed Project, potential environmental impacts, recommended mitigation measures and feasible alternatives to the proposed Project.



