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SCH #:

2015041091

Project Title:

Lake Wohlford Dam Replacement Project

Lead Agency: City of Escondido
Contact Name:
Email:

Mike Strong

mstrong@escondido.org

Project Location:

Phone Number:

Escondido
City

760-839-4671

San Diego
County

Project Description (Proposed actions, location, and/or consequences).
The project entails replacement of the existing Lake Wohlford Dam, which is a City-owned facility located in the rural
foothills of unincorporated County of San Diego, approximately 0.5 miles east of the City’s incorporated boundaries and 5
miles northeast of the City’s downtown center. The City proposes to construct a new dam downstream (west) of the
existing dam and partially deconstruct the existing dam. The replacement dam would feature an outlet tower that is
integrated into the dam’s upstream face; the top of the existing outlet tower would be demolished, and the bottom of the
existing outlet tower and the outlet pipe would be filled with sand and abandoned in place. The project would entail
improvement and extension of an existing unpaved access road located west of the Lake Wohlford Marina, extending it
to the right (north) abutment of the replacement dam. The road would provide equipment and material access from the
project’s primary staging yard, located west of the marina, to the dam construction zone. Following completion of the
project, the road would provide permanent maintenance and inspection access to the right abutment and the dam crest.

Identify the project’s significant or potentially significant effects and briefly describe any proposed mitigation measures that
would reduce or avoid that effect.
(Project Description continued) To accommodate the replacement dam’s configuration, the project also entails
realignment of the portion of Oakvale Road near the dam’s left (south) abutment. This portion of the road would be
realigned south of its current location, requiring excavation into the adjacent hillside. The replacement dam would be
constructed so the resultant storage capacity and maximum reservoir level would be equal to the capacity and elevation
prior to the water level restriction, at 6,500 acre-feet and 1,480 feet AMSL, respectively, so the project proposes no
changes to Lake Wohlford’s historic high water level or storage capacity. After completion of the replacement dam, the
hydraulic fill portion of the existing dam would be removed down to 1,450 feet AMSL, with material hauled off site for
disposal and reuse.
Environmental analysis conducted pursuant to CEQA concluded that the project would result in significant environmental
impacts with respect to the following issue areas: Air Quality, Biological Resources, Cultural Resources, and Noise.
Where significant impacts were identified, feasible mitigation measures are proposed to reduce impacts to
less-than-significant levels. The environmental analysis concluded that mitigation for the project’s impacts on air quality,
biological resources, and cultural resources would reduce the identified impacts to a less-than-significant level. Analysis
of the project’s noise impacts concluded that temporary construction impacts would be significant and unavoidable.
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continued
If applicable, describe any of the project’s areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

Biological resources

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.
Department of Water Resources, Division of Safety of Dams
California Department of Fish and Wildlife
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
Regional Water Quality Control Board, Region 9
State Water Resources Control Board

