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California Department of
Housing and Community Development

Extremely Low-Income Housing Needs

The category “extremely low-income households” is a subset of “very low-income households,” and is defined as 30 percent (or less) of the area
median income. The housing element must quantify existing and projected extremely low-income households, analyze their housing needs, and
assess the kind of housing available and suitable for extremely low-income households.

Contact Topics Covered

916) 263-2911
(916) ¢ Government Code ‘

® Requisite Analysis
* Sample Analyses

Government Code

Government Code (GC) Section 65583(a) requires “Documentation of projections and a quantification of the locality's existing and projected
housing needs for all income levels, including extremely low-income households [GC 65583 (a)(1)]".

Requisite Analysis

Housing elements must include quantification and analysis of existing and projected housing needs of extremely low-income (ELI?Q&L&%&QO-IF s.pELI
is a subset of the very low-income households and is defined as 30 percent of area median income and below.
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A thorough analysis includes the following:

* An estimate of the number of existing ELI households.

* An assessment of the kind of housing available and suitable for ELI households
(including supportive housing and single-room occupancy units) and whether
existing zoning permits those housing types.

* An estimate of the number of projected ELI households.

Local agencies may calculate the projected housing need for ELI households by
applying one of the following two methodologies to the regional housing needs
allocation (RHNA) for very low-income households:

¢ Use available U.S. Census data to calculate the percentage/number of very low-
income households that qualify as ELI households.
OR
Presume that 50 percent of very low-income households qualify as ELI households.

The provided number of ELI households and very low-income households must equal the jurisdiction's RHNA for very low-income households.

The analysis should assess the kind of housing available and suitable for ELI households (including supportive housing and single-room
occupancy units) and whether existing zoning permits those housing types. ‘

ELI households may require specific housing solutions such as:

e deeper income targeting for subsidies.

* housing with supportive services.

* single-room occupancy and/or shared housing.
¢ rent subsidies (housing vouchers).

The U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) and U.S. Census data from the Comprehensive Housing Affordability Strategy
(CHAS) data, can be used to determine the number of ELI households and very low-income households that have housing cost burdens and other
housing problems.

Sample Table

The following sample table can help with organizing critical information. The information provided in the table should be tailored to the
jurisdiction and followed by appropriate analysis. (Note: This sample table is not intended to substitute for addressing the analytical requirements
of housing-element law.)
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Housing Problems for All Households

Cost/Fee Total Total Total
Type Renters Owners Households

Household
income <=
30%
median
family
income

% With
any
housing
problems

% Cost
burden >
30%

% Cost
burden >
50%

Household
income >
30% to <=
50%
median
family
income

% With
any
housing
problems
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% Cost
burden >
30%

Household
income >
50% to <=
80%
median
family
income

% With
any
housing
problems

% Cost
burden >
30%
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Source: HUD Comprehensive Housing Affordability Strategy (CHAS) Data - Data Query Tool (4

Sample Analyses

* Sample Analysis (PDF)

Helpful Websites

* American FactFinder (§ — Census
2010/American Community Survey
Data

e Comprehensive Housing Affordability
Strategy (CHAS) Data (4

Other Technical
Assistance and
Resources

* Award-Winning and Exemplary Housing
Elements
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http://www.huduser.org/portal/datasets/cp/CHAS/data_querytool_chas.html
https://www.hcd.ca.gov/community-development/building-blocks/housing-needs/extremely-low-income-housing-needs/docs/screen06sample1.pdf
http://factfinder2.census.gov/faces/nav/jsf/pages/index.xhtml
http://www.huduser.org/portal/datasets/cp.html%20title=
https://www.hcd.ca.gov/community-development/award-winning.shtml
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* Worst Case Housing Needs 2011: A * Webinars
Report to Congress 8 — Published
August 2013 (PDF)
CAMPAIGNS
Register to Vote

Save Our Water
Flex Alert

Real ID
——
REAL %
.
Coamds
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https://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/voting-resources/voting-california/registering-vote/
https://saveourwater.com/
http://www.flexalert.org/
https://www.dmv.ca.gov/portal/dmv/detail/realid
https://californiacensus.org/
https://www.covid19.ca.gov/
http://www.huduser.org/Publications/pdf/HUD-506_WorstCase2011_reportv3.pdf
https://www.hcd.ca.gov/community-development/housing-element/index.shtml

