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Project Decription (Proposed actions, location, and/or consequences).
Approved by the City in 2003, the River Islands at Lathrop Project is a mixed-use, water-oriented master planned
community, on approximately 4,905 acres on Stewart Tract and Paradise Cut. Project construction is split among two
primary development phases, following an approximately 20-year buildout schedule. Much of the Phase 1 area has
already been completed. Proposed changes to the approved Phase 2 Project would include densification of the Phase 2
area with additional multi-family units as well as single-family units, creation of a smaller “town center” mixed-use area at
Paradise Road, addition of a mixed-use Transit Village to complement the future planned Valley Link transit station, and
changes in the circulation pattern. The modified Phase 2 Project also includes an amendment to the existing 2002 West
Lathrop Specific Plan (WLSP) and 2004 City of Lathrop General Plan to reflect these land use changes. Finally, the
project includes the potential expansion and improvement of the off-site segment of Paradise Road to accommodate
vehicle trips generated by the River Islands Project. Construction would likely begin in 2021, with buildout expected to be
complete by December 2040.

Identify the project's significant or potentially significant effects and briefly describe any proposed mitigation measures that
would reduce or avoid that effect.
The Draft SEIR identified significant or potentially significant impacts associated with traffic and transportation; air quality;
noise and vibration; geology, soils, and mineral resources; hydrology and water quality; hazardous materials and public
health; public services; public utilities; agricultural resources; terrestrial biology; fisheries; cultural and tribal cultural
resources; aesthetics; greenhouse gas emissions and climate change; and wildfire. Most of these impacts can be
reduced to a less-than-significant level through mitigation.
The following impacts were identified in the Draft SEIR as significant and unavoidable; that is, no feasible mitigation is
available to reduce the project’s impacts to a less-than-significant level:
 Air Quality: Increases in Long-Term Regional Emissions
 Noise: Increases in Existing Traffic Noise Levels (project and cumulative)
 Noise: Compatibility of the Proposed Land Uses with Projected Onsite Noise Levels
 Agricultural Resources: Conversion of Important Farmland (project and cumulative)
 Agricultural Resources: Potential Williamson Act Contract Cancellations (only if Paradise Road Widening triggers a
cancellation)
 Greenhouse Gas Emissions and Climate Change: Project-Generated GHG Emissions (project and cumulative)
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If applicable, describe any of the project’s areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.
Based on the comments received during the NOP comment period, the major areas of controversy associated with the
project are:
 sedimentation that reduces channel flow capacity in and along the South Delta Lower San Joaquin River System;
 climate change and increasing flow volumes in and along the South Delta Lower San Joaquin River System;
 exacerbating flooding of surrounding areas;
 cumulative stormwater and effluent wastewater impacts;
 emissions of criteria pollutants from stationary and mobile sources;
 appropriate methods of mitigation for emissions of criteria pollutants; and
 appropriate characterization of the San Joaquin County Multi-Species Habitat Conservation and Open Space Plan
(SJMSCP) and associated avoidance and minimization measures as mitigation for impacts to biological resources.
These issues are each addressed in this Draft SEIR.

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.
STATE
 California Department of Transportation (Caltrans): Review of mitigation measures related to Manthey Road/Mossdale
Road Interchange and the closure of Stewart Road, as well as any impacts to the overall State highway system.
 California Department of Education: Approval of site acquisition and construction plans for proposed non-charter
school facilities. Such approvals may also include review by the State Division of the State Architect (DSA) and State
Office of Public School Construction (OPSC).
 Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB): Clean Water Act Section 401 water quality
certification; construction activity stormwater permit; possible National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES)
permit. It should be noted that the project lies within the City of Lathrop and is currently governed by the City’s coverage
under the State of California’s Phase II Small Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4) Program.
REGIONAL AND LOCAL
 San Joaquin County: Approval of an encroachment permit for the widening of Paradise Road from the Lathrop City
limits (project boundary) to the Paradise Road/Chrisman Road Interchange with Interstate 205.
 Banta Elementary School District: Approval of site acquisition and construction plans for proposed K-8 school facilities
and possibly the proposed high school facilities should Banta Elementary School District’s (BESD) bid for unification be
approved.
 Tracy Unified School District: Approval of site acquisition and construction plans for proposed high school facilities if
the proposed unification of BESD does not take place.
 Tri-Valley - San Joaquin Valley Regional Rail Authority (Valley Link): Approval of proposed Valley Link transit station
facility (northern portion).

