Appendix FEIR-2
Geotechnical Memorandum

June 8, 2020

File No.: LA-01670-01
Project No.: 303862-001

6436 Hollywood Blvd., LLC & 1624 Wilcox Ave., LP
40 West 57th Street, 15 FL
New York, New York 10019
Attention:

Mr. David Twerdun

Subject:

Geotechnical Memorandum - Response to Comments by METRO
Proposed Mixed-Use Development
6430-6440 Hollywood Boulevard and
1624-1648 Wilcox Avenue
Hollywood, California

Reference: Preliminary Geotechnical Engineering Report, Proposed Mixed-Use Development, 64306440 Hollywood Boulevard and 1624-1648 Wilcox Avenue, Hollywood, California, by
Earth Systems, LA-01670-01, dated October 7, 2016.
Geology and Soils Report Approval Letter, by City of Los Angeles, Log Number 97576,
dated April 20, 2017.
“EIR Review Comments”, by METRO, dated April 13, 2020.
Site Plan Review Submittal, by GMPA Architects, Dated September 12, 2019

INTRODUCTION
This Geotechnical Memorandum has been prepared for the site of a proposed mixed-used
development. Geotechnical recommendations in support of the proposed development were
provided in the above referenced report prepared by Earth Systems dated October 7, 2016. That
report was reviewed and approved of the City of Los Angeles Department of Building and Safety
(LADBS) in the above referenced letter dated April 20, 2017 (attached).
The purpose of this letter is to provide clarification of the proposed development and professional
opinions on the development with respect to the METRO subway tunnel located under Hollywood
Boulevard.
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SITE DESCRIPTION
The approximate 1.42-acre site is at the southeast corner of Hollywood Boulevard and Wilcox Avenue
in the Hollywood community of the City of Los Angeles, California. The project site is comprised of
multiple parcels currently occupied by one- and two-story buildings and an asphalt covered parking
lot (see Site Map, attached). Topographically, the property consists of relatively flat ground at an
elevation of approximately 380 to 386 feet above mean sea level. Surface drainage is directed
toward the southwest via sheet flow.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION
Based on plans by GMPA Architects and information provided by members of the design team, Earth
Systems understands that the existing two-story structure located on the southeast corner of
Hollywood Boulevard and Wilcox Avenue will be preserved and rehabilitated, while all other
structures will be demolished. A 15-story building with two levels of subterranean parking is
proposed for the lots fronting on Wilcox Avenue and a new single-story building is proposed on the
second lot east of Wilcox Avenue, along Hollywood Boulevard.
Excavations for the subterranean parking garage are not expected to exceed 40 feet in depth below
existing grade. Conventional shoring and excavation techniques will be used during the construction
of the subterranean garage.

DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSIONS
The concerns introduced by METRO that pertain to geotechnical include potential loading on the
tunnel, interference with shoring and vibration due to construction activity. Earth Systems response
below is our professional opinion based on experience with similar projects and the local earth
materials. A detailed evaluation (e.g., finite element analyses and vibrations study) may be
completed if requested.
The proposed development can be separated into three separate entities: 1) the 15-story high-rise
over 2-floors of subterranean parking, to be located at 1624 – 1644 North Wilcox Avenue; 2) the onestory new construction at 6430 – 6434 Hollywood Boulevard; and 3) the rehabilitation of the existing
two-story building at the southeast corner of Hollywood Boulevard and Wilcox Avenue (6436
Hollywood Boulevard).
The 15-story high-rise over 2-floors of subterranean parking will front on Wilcox Avenue and will be
set back south of Hollywood Boulevard by at least 145 feet. That development will include
excavations up to approximately 40 feet deep requiring the use of soldier pile shoring with tie-backs.
Drilling of the soldier piles and tie backs will penetrate firm soil, no hard rock or indurated layers are
anticipated; therefore, vibration will be minimal. The tieback should not exceed 30 to 50 feet, staying
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