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SECTION 1: INTRODUCTION 
 
 
1.1 PROJECT BACKGROUND 
 
Canyon Crest Academy (CCA) is a public school within the San Dieguito Union High School District 
(District) that serves roughly 2,575 high school students in grades 9 through12. CCA was founded in 
2004 and originally occupied temporary portable buildings. The existing school site was fully constructed 
in 2006. CCA is a “school of choice” where any student in the District can choose to attend the academy. 
Students who attend CCA can pursue specialized education in the arts, sciences, and technology. School 
is generally in session from 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.  
 
CCA offers 21 varsity sports programs including tennis, volleyball, field hockey, soccer, lacrosse, 
baseball, and softball. Outdoor courts and fields for these sports are located at the south and southeast 
portions of the CCA campus, immediately north of the State Route 56 (SR 56) right-of-way. Currently, 
the tennis courts are lit, but the field used for field hockey, soccer, and lacrosse (hereafter referred to as 
the “multi-sport field”), as well as the baseball and softball fields, do not contain lighting fixtures. 
Because of this, games must start early in the evening so that the students are able to complete the entire 
game. This results in students leaving their last class early to prepare for their sporting event. In response 
to concerns raised by parents of the students involved in these athletic programs, the District has decided 
to construct lighting at the multi-sport field. The installation of this lighting will allow games to start 
between 15 to 30 minutes after school is released.  
 
1.2 PROJECT LOCATION AND DESCRIPTION 
 
Regional Location 
 
CCA occupies roughly 51 acres in the Carmel Valley residential suburb of San Diego (Figure 1). CCA is 
located directly north of SR 56, roughly 3.2 miles east of Interstate 5, and roughly 5.2 miles west of 
Interstate 15. The school site is located east of Carmel Valley Road and directly south of Village Center 
Loop Road. There are three entrances to the school site, one off of Edgewood Bend Court and two off of 
Village Center Loop Road (Figure 2).  
 
The area in the vicinity of the project site is largely developed, consisting mostly of residential and 
commercial uses. The project site is bordered by single-family residential land use to the east, commercial 
land use to the north, a City of San Diego park to the west, and SR 56 to the south. The project site is 
generally flat with a gradual downhill slope toward the athletic fields. Elevation on-site ranges from 
approximately 225 feet above mean sea level (AMSL) to 260 AMSL.  
 
The existing CCA campus features ornamental landscaping. The landscaping generally occurs along the 
street-facing boundaries of the school, as well as on small lawns throughout the campus. The campus 
consists of various indoor classroom, athletic, and administration facilities, as well as outdoor athletic 
facilities, including tennis and basketball courts, open fields, a softball field, a baseball field, and the 
multi-sport field, which is surrounded by a track. As mentioned previously, the only athletic facilities 
with lighting currently are the tennis courts. There is a sound system already installed at the multi-sport 
field. A set of bleachers is installed on the slope leading up to the parking lot along the west side of the 
multi-sport field. Benches for the players are set up on the east and west edges of the field, inside of the 
track. Parking for students, staff, and visitors is provided along the west and north edges of the site. The 
parking lots along the western edge and in the northwestern corner are mostly covered with solar panels 
with lighting beneath them (Figure 3).  
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Project Description 
 
The CCA Stadium Lighting Project (proposed project) includes the construction of four stadium lighting 
poles around the multi-sport field at CCA. The poles would be placed outside of the track at the four 
corners of the field. The maximum height of the pole and light fixture at the southwest corner of the field 
would be 80 feet above the ground, while the other three poles and light fixtures would reach 90 feet 
above ground level. All project features would occur within the existing footprint of the multi-sport field. 
 
The light fixtures would be equipped with LED (light emitting diode) lights. On the southwest pole, two 
fixtures would be placed at 10 feet above ground level for uplighting purposes to ensure there are no gaps 
in the lighting on the field. Two fixtures at 50 feet and two at 55 feet above ground level would be placed 
on the southwest for egress illumination, to ensure a safe exit from the bleachers. This lighting does not 
extend into the parking lot, as there is already lighting beneath the solar panels installed in the parking 
lots. Fifteen light fixtures would be placed at 80 feet above ground level on the southwest pole directed at 
the field and track to light the field. On the northwest pole, two uplighting fixtures would be placed at 15 
feet above ground level. Two egress lighting fixtures would be placed at 60 feet and two at 65 feet above 
ground level. Fifteen light fixtures would be placed at 90 feet above ground level for field lighting. For 
the two poles on the east side of the field, two uplighting fixtures would be placed at 15 feet above ground 
level, two egress lighting fixtures would be placed at 60 feet above ground level, and 14 lighting fixtures 
would be placed at 90 feet above ground level.  
 
It is anticipated that construction of the proposed project would take roughly 6 to 8 weeks and would 
occur during the summer when school is not in session. It is not anticipated that implementation of the 
proposed project would increase visitor attendance at the games. All light fixtures would be turned off by 
9:30 p.m. Lights would generally be turned on at sunset and thus the illumination start and duration would 
vary slightly throughout the year. The following provides a schedule of the typical field use and when 
lighting would be used to facilitate activities. Generally, lights would not be used during summer months 
when school is not in session; however, summer events may occur that would require lighting. The policy 
of lights off at 9:30 p.m. included in the project design features would still apply. 
 
Typical Week 
 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday:  

Freshman practice on grass fields at 3:30 p.m. 
Junior Varsity (JV) practice on multi-sport field at 3:30 p.m. 
Varsity practice on multi-sport field at 5:00 p.m. (lights off by 7:30 p.m.) 

 
Wednesday, Friday: 

Freshman game on grass fields at 4:30 p.m. 
JV game on multi-sport field at 4:30 p.m. 
Varsity game to follow JV game at 6:00 p.m. (lights off by 8:30 p.m.) 

Saturday: Lights off (other than potential playoff or tournament scenarios) 
Sunday: Lights off 
 
Typical Week with Season Transition and Playoffs  
 
Playoffs are anticipated for two to three weekends per sport at varying times throughout the year.  
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EVALUATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS: 
 
This section presents a discussion of potential impacts that could result from implementation of the 
proposed project.  
 
2.1 AESTHETICS 
 
Would the project: 
 

 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less than 
Significant 
Impact with 
Mitigation 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 
a) Have a substantial adverse effect on a scenic vista?    X 
 
CCA is located within an existing urbanized area. Immediately north of the CCA campus is Village 
Center Loop Road, a four-lane road with divided medians, parallel parking lanes, and street lighting. On 
the north side of the roadway is a large commercial development with buildings, parking lots, and two-
story residential condominiums and townhomes. Northeast of the CCA campus is a newly developed City 
of San Diego park and Pacific Trails Middle School. The city park has a wide variety of recreational 
facilities including a recreation center, dog parks, skate plaza, outdoor play areas, picnic areas, and 
outdoor multi-use fields with nighttime lighting. Beyond the park to the northeast are single-family and 
townhome residential land uses. SR 56 curves around the CCA campus from the northeast to the west, 
and runs along the entire southern border of the campus at a slightly lower elevation than the multi-sport 
field. In the proposed project vicinity, SR 56 is a four-lane state highway with a divided median. The City 
of San Diego Fire Station 47 is located southwest of the CAA parking lots and includes standard parking 
and landscaping. The entire western boundary of the CCA campus is developed with multi-family 
residential developments with mostly two-story homes. 
 
The project site does not fall within a scenic view corridor, view point, scenic highway, or vista point. 
Additionally, the proposed project includes the construction of four stadium lighting poles at the multi-
sport field on the CCA campus. The design of the stadium lighting would be consistent with the aesthetics 
of the surrounding urban areas and would not create an unexpected or out-of-context appearance. See 
Appendix A for further discussion. There would be no impact. 
 

 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less than 
Significant 
Impact with 
Mitigation 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 
b) Substantially damage scenic resources, including, 
but not limited to, trees, rock outcroppings, and 
historic buildings within a state scenic highway? 

   X 

 
See response 2.1 (a). There are no remarkable or unique scenic resources, such as visually important trees, 
rock outcroppings, or historic buildings in the vicinity of the project site. All project features would be 
placed along the perimeter of the existing footprint of the multi-sport field. Further, SR 56 is not 
designated as a state scenic highway. See Appendix A for further discussion. There would be no impact. 
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Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less than 
Significant 
Impact with 
Mitigation 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 
c) Substantially degrade the existing visual character 
or quality of public views of the site and its 
surroundings? (Public views are those that are 
experienced from publically accessible vantage point). 
If the project is in an urbanized are, would the project 
conflict with applicable zoning or other regulations 
governing scenic quality?  

  X  

 
See response 2.1 (a). Public views were analyzed in detail in Appendix A. Most public view points in the 
vicinity of the project site have an obstructed view of project site as a result of the topography of the area 
and existing development and vegetation. While the new lighting poles and pole-top luminaire assemblies 
would be larger and visually more substantial, there are already existing tall pole structures associated 
with street and parking lot lighting in the immediate vicinity. The addition of the new poles would not 
substantially alter the viewscape or create a stark visual change. Where the proposed project would be 
visible from public view points, it would be consistent with existing visual character and quality of the 
CCA campus and athletic facilities and would not create an unexpected or out-of-context appearance. 
Thus, the modification to the aesthetic environment would not substantially degrade the visual character 
or quality and would be less than significant.  
 
The City of San Diego General Plan includes policy UD-a.13.e: Focus lighting to eliminate spillover so 
that lighting is directed, and only the intended use is illuminated (City of San Diego 2008a).  
 
The City of San Diego Municipal Code has general regulations related to the installation and use of 
outdoor lighting (Chapter 14, Article 2, Division 7, Section 142.0740;). The general purpose and intent of 
the regulations are to:  

 
1.  Minimize negative impacts from light pollution including light trespass, glare, and urban sky 

glow in order to preserve enjoyment of the night sky and minimize conflict caused by 
unnecessary illumination.  

2.  Promote lighting design that provides for public safety and conserves electrical energy.  

3.  Outline compliance regulations for outdoor lighting fixtures.  
 
The City of San Diego considers Palomar Observatory and Mount Laguna Observatory important dark 
night sky resources. Palomar Observatory is located at the top of Palomar Mountain (5,500 feet in 
elevation) in northern San Diego County approximately 30 miles from CCA, and Mount Laguna 
Observatory is located at an altitude of 6,100 feet on the eastern edge of the Cleveland National Forest 
approximately 45 miles from CCA. The City Municipal Code states: 
 

Within 30 miles of the Palomar and Mount Laguna observatories, outdoor lighting after 11:00 pm 
shall be limited to a maximum of 4,050 lumens per fixture or a maximum of 2500 Kelvin CCT. 

 
The City regulations pertaining to maintaining dark skies for the observatories are generally not 
applicable to the proposed project as the site is located 30 miles or more from either observatory, and 
lighting is scheduled to be turned off by 9:30 p.m.  
 



 
 

 
Canyon Crest Academy Stadium Lighting Project Negative Declaration Page 11 

The proposed lighting system is designed to control and direct light precisely toward the desired location, 
minimizing any light spillover or other lighting impacts on surrounding areas (Musco 2018). The height 
of the light fixtures would allow the luminaire assemblies to be aimed downward at an acute angle to 
focus the shaft of light at the areas of desired illumination; thus, the light would be focused down toward 
the multi-sport field, not outward or toward off-site areas., The use of LED lights would allow for focused 
and energy-efficient light without a broad floodlight effect. The lighting technology would also include 
the use of shielding on all light fixtures that further direct the light downward and block upward light or 
off-site light.  
 
The lighting design analysis (Musco 2018; provided in Appendix A) provides quantification of the 
illumination produced by the proposed project lighting design. The lighting analysis indicated that areas 
beyond the CCA campus, including residential areas, SR 56, and other local roadways, would not be 
exposed to horizontal or vertical light over 0.0 foot-candles, or essentially any light spill or trespass with a 
perceptible contribution to the ambient night lighting of the area. Thus, the proposed project would be 
compliant with the policies listed above, applicable zoning, or other regulations governing scenic quality 
of the project area. The proposed project is also compliant with policies in the Pacific Highlands Ranch 
Community Plan (1999) requiring that lighting be shielded from open space and directed away from 
habitat. With these project design features in place, there would be a less than significant impact related to 
regulatory compliance.  
 

 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less than 
Significant 
Impact with 
Mitigation 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 
d) Create a new source of substantial light or glare 
which would adversely affect day or nighttime views 
in the area? 

  X  

 
See response 2.1 (c). The proposed project involves the addition of four stadium lighting fixtures at the 
existing multi-sport field on the CCA campus. As stated in Section 1.2, lights would generally be turned 
on at sunset each day during the school year, Monday through Friday. The lights would generally be 
turned off by 7:30 p.m. or 8:30 p.m. on a normal weekday, or 9:30 p.m. during playoffs. Playoffs would 
occur roughly 6- to 8 weeks spread throughout the school year. Lights may be used as needed on 
Saturdays during playoffs or tournaments, but would not be on past 9:30 p.m. Generally, lights would not 
be used during summer months when school is not in session; however, summer events may occur that 
would be require lighting and the 9:30 p.m. lights off policy included in the project design features would 
still apply. 
 
The project design features identified in Section 1.2 include the design light fixtures to reduce light and 
glare impacts. Light fixtures would be angled and include shielding so that minimal light spillover beyond 
the track and field to adjacent portions of the school and surrounding properties would occur. LED lights 
would be used in all light fixtures, which allows for more directed use of the lighting. As detailed in 
Appendix A, the lighting design analysis indicates that areas beyond the CCA campus would not be 
exposed to illumination over 0.0 foot-candles, or essentially any light spill or trespass, and there would be 
an imperceptible contribution to the ambient night lighting of the area. 
 
As stated previously, the area surrounding the project site is previously developed and urbanized. Existing 
light fixtures exist in the residential areas, parking lots, commercial spaces, and the new Pacific Highlands 
Ranch Community Park to the northeast of the project site. Some lighting exists on campus at the tennis 
and basketball courts as well. 
 



 
 

 
Page 12 Canyon Crest Academy Stadium Lighting Project Negative Declaration 

As shown in Appendix A, all light and glare produced by the proposed project would be contained within 
the CCA campus. Further, as stated in response 2.1 (a), the project site is blocked from many of the 
surrounding public view points and residential areas as a result of the site’s topography and existing 
development. As stated in response 2.1 (c), the proposed project would comply with the City of San 
Diego’s lighting regulations and would not impact dark skies in the area. Implementation of the proposed 
project would not impact motorists on SR 56 due to the containment of the light within the CCA campus 
and the berm that exists along the north side of the roadway (see Appendix A for further detail).  
 
While the proposed project would introduce a new source of light in the project area, project design 
features would minimize light trespass and glare. Additionally, this light would be consistent with the 
existing use of the project site and the urban setting of the surrounding area. Therefore, impacts would be 
less than significant.  
 
2.2 AGRICULTURE AND FORESTRY RESOURCES 
 
Would the project: 
 

 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less than 
Significant 
Impact with 
Mitigation 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 
a) Convert Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or 
Farmland of Statewide Importance (Farmland), as 
shown on the maps prepared pursuant to the Farmland 
Mapping and Monitoring Program of the Mapping and 
Monitoring Program of the California Resources 
Agency, to non-agricultural use? 

   X 

 
The proposed project involves the addition of light fixtures at the multi-sport field on the CCA campus. 
The “San Diego County Important Farmland 2016” map generated by the California Department of 
Conservation through the Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program (California Department of 
Conservation 2014) shows that the proposed project is located on, and is surrounded by, urban and built-
up land. The proposed project is not located on Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or Farmland of 
Statewide Importance, and would not convert farmland to no-agricultural use. Therefore, no impact would 
occur.  
 

 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less than 
Significant 
Impact with 
Mitigation 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 
b) Conflict with existing zoning for agricultural use, or 
a Williamson Act contract?    X 

 
The proposed project site is zoned by the City of San Diego as Agricultural Residential and Multiuse 
Residential. However, the proposed project site has been previously developed for educational and 
athletic use. The property does not lie within a Williamson Act contract area. Therefore, no impact would 
occur.  
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Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less than 
Significant 
Impact with 
Mitigation 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 
c) Conflict with existing zoning for, or cause rezoning 
of, forest land (as defined in Public Resources Code 
section 12220(g)), timberland (as defined by Public 
Resources Code section (4526), or timberland zoned 
Timberland Production (as defined by Government 
Code section 51104(g))? 

   X 

 
As stated in 2.2 (b) the proposed project site is zoned by the City of San Diego as Agricultural Residential 
and Multiuse Residential (City of San Diego 2018). The project site lies within an urban area and is 
currently built out as an athletic field for an existing school. There is no forest land or timberland at the 
proposed project site. Therefore, no impact would occur.  
 

 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less than 
Significant 
Impact with 
Mitigation 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 
d) Result in the loss of forest land or conversion of 
forest land to non-forest use?    X 

 
As stated in response 2.2 (c) there is no forest land located on the proposed project site. The proposed 
project is located on the CCA campus at the previously developed multi-sport field. No forest land would 
be lost with the construction of the proposed project. Therefore, no impact would occur.  
 

 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less than 
Significant 
Impact with 
Mitigation 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 
e) Involve other changes in the existing environment 
which, due to their location or nature, could result in 
conversion of Farmland, to non-agricultural use or 
conversion of forest land to non-forest use? 

   X 

 
As stated in responses 2.2 (b), 2.2 (c), and 2.2 (d), there is no forest land or farmland located at the 
proposed project site. The proposed project would be located on the multi-sport field at CCA, which is 
currently developed as a school facility. The proposed project would not result in conversion of farmland 
or forest land. The area surrounding the proposed project site is built out as residential or commercial 
properties, so no other changes to the existing environment would convert farmland or forest land. 
Therefore, no impact would occur.  
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2.3 AIR QUALITY 
 
Where available, the significance criteria established by the applicable air quality management or air 
pollution control district may be relied upon to make the following determinations. Would the project: 
 

 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less than 
Significant 
Impact with 
Mitigation 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 
a) Conflict with or obstruct implementation of the 
applicable air quality plan?   X  

 
The proposed project is located within the San Diego Air Basin (SDAB) under the jurisdiction of the San 
Diego Air Pollution Control District (SDAPCD). The SDAB currently meets the National Ambient Air 
Quality Standards (NAAQS) for all criteria air pollutants except ozone (8-hour). The SDAB is classified 
as an attainment/maintenance area for carbon monoxide (CO) and is unclassifiable for particulate matter 
less than 10 microns in diameter (PM10). The SDAB is currently classified as a nonattainment area under 
the California Ambient Air Quality Standards (CAAQS) for ozone, particulate matter less than 10 
microns in diameter (PM10), and particulate matter less than 2.5 microns in diameter (PM2.5) (ARB 2015). 
All areas designated as being in nonattainment are required to prepare air quality plans. Air quality plans 
describe air pollution control strategies to be implemented by a city, county, or regional air district. The 
primary purpose of an air quality plan is to bring an area that does not attain NAAQS and CAAQS into 
compliance with those standards pursuant to the requirements of the Clean Air Act and California Clean 
Air Act.  
 
Nonattainment areas must submit a State Implementation Plan (SIP) outlining the combination of local, 
state, and federal strategies aimed at bringing the area into attainment. To address this requirement, the 
SDAPCD updated its Attainment Plan for the 2008 Eight-Hour Ozone Standard (Attainment Plan) and 
Regional Air Quality Strategy (RAQS) in 2016 (SDAPCD 2016). A project’s consistency with the RAQS 
and Attainment Plan is based on whether the project would exceed the estimated air basin emissions, 
which are based in part on equipment use assumptions, projections of population, and vehicle miles 
traveled (VMT). For instance, an increase in VMT beyond projections in such plans could result in a 
significant adverse incremental effect on a region’s ability to attain or maintain ambient air quality 
standards.  
 
The proposed project would involve minimal construction activities that would be short term and 
temporary. The use of construction equipment in the RAQS is estimated for the region on an annual basis, 
and due to the minor construction activities and short duration of construction, the proposed project 
would not increase the assumptions for off-road equipment use. The proposed project would construct 
lighting at the multi-sport field of the existing school and would not increase visitor attendance at the 
sports games. Thus, the proposed project would not increase population, employment, or vehicle trips 
over the current assumptions used to develop the RAQS and SIP. Therefore, implementation of the 
proposed project would not conflict with or obstruct implementation of the applicable air quality plan and 
this impact would be less than significant. 
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Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less than 
Significant 
Impact with 
Mitigation 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 
b) Result in a cumulatively considerable net increase 
of any criteria pollutant for which the project region is 
non-attainment under an applicable federal or state 
ambient air quality standard? 

  X  

 
By its very nature, air pollution is largely a cumulative impact. The nonattainment status of regional 
pollutants is a result of past and present development within the SDAB, and this regional impact is 
cumulative rather than attributable to any one source. A project’s emissions may be individually limited, 
but cumulatively considerable when taken in combination with past, present, and future development 
projects. 
 
Construction activities for the proposed project would generate temporary emissions of volatile organic 
compounds (VOC), nitrogen oxides (NOx), CO, sulfur oxides (SOx), PM10, and PM2.5. VOC, NOx, and 
CO emissions are associated primarily with mobile equipment exhaust, including off-road construction 
equipment and on-road motor vehicles. Fugitive dust emissions (PM10 and PM2.5) are associated primarily 
with ground disturbance and fill removal and vary as a function of parameters such as soil silt content, 
soil moisture, wind speed, acreage of disturbance area, and miles traveled by construction vehicles.  
 
Construction-related emissions were estimated using the California Emissions Estimator Model 
(CalEEMod) Version 2016.3.2. CalEEMod allows the user to enter project-specific construction 
information, such as the construction schedule, the types and number of construction equipment, and the 
number of off-site motor vehicle trips. Construction of the proposed project is anticipated to begin in June 
2019 and last approximately 6 to 8 weeks. Construction activities for installation of the lighting would 
include site preparation, minor excavation for the drill footing and underground trenching, and pole 
setting. The estimated construction workforce is a maximum of eight workers per day. The analysis also 
assumed minimal grading would be needed and a maximum of 50 cubic yards of earth would be 
transported. Additional details are available in Appendix B. 
 
As shown in Table 1, construction activities for the proposed project would generate maximum daily 
emissions of approximately 1 pound of VOC, 8 pounds of NOx, 7 pounds of CO, less than 1 pound of 
SOx, 0.5 pound of PM10, and 0.4 pound of PM2.5. Additional modeling assumptions and details are 
provided in Appendix B. 
 

Table 1 
Unmitigated Daily Construction Emissions 

 
VOC 

(lbs/day) 
NOX 

(lbs/day) CO (lbs/day) 
SOx 

(lbs/day) 
PM10 

(lbs/day) 1 
PM2.5 

(lbs/day) 
Maximum Daily Emissions 0.87 8.01 6.65 0.02 0.53 0.43 

Threshold of Significance 137 250 550 250 100 55 

Significant Impact? No No No No No No 
Notes: VOC = volatile organic compounds; NOX = nitrogen oxides; CO = carbon monoxide; SO2 = sulfur dioxide;  
PM10 = suspended particulate matter; PM2.5 = fine particulate matter; lbs/day = pounds per day 
Source: Estimated by AECOM in 2019 
 
As shown in Table 1, maximum daily construction emissions of VOC, NOx, CO, SOx, PM10, and PM2.5 
would not exceed the recommended thresholds of significance. These thresholds are designed to identify 
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those projects that would result in significant levels of air pollution and to assist the region in attaining the 
applicable state and federal ambient air quality standards. Projects that would not exceed the thresholds of 
significance would not contribute a considerable amount of criteria air pollutant emissions to the region’s 
emissions profile, and would not impede attainment and maintenance of ambient air quality standards. 
Therefore, construction activities associated with the revised project would not be cumulatively 
considerable. Maintenance-related and operational activities of the multi-sport field are not anticipated to 
increase above existing conditions with implementation of the proposed project. Therefore, this impact 
would be less than significant. 
 

 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less than 
Significant 
Impact with 
Mitigation 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 
c) Expose sensitive receptors to substantial pollutant 
concentrations?   X  

 
Some members of the population are especially sensitive to air pollutant emissions and should be given 
special consideration when air quality impacts from a project are evaluated. These groups include 
children, older adults, persons with preexisting respiratory or cardiovascular illness, and athletes and 
others who engage in frequent exercise. Sensitive receptors include residences, schools, playgrounds, 
child care centers, athletic facilities, long-term health care facilities, rehabilitation centers, convalescent 
centers, and retirement homes. Since installation of the lighting at the multi-sport field on the school 
campus would occur during the summer when school is not in session, the nearest sensitive receptors 
would be the multi-family residential units located approximately 440 feet west of the multi-sport field.  
 
As shown in Table 1, construction and installation of the lighting poles would result in emissions of 
criteria air pollutants, but at levels that would not exceed the City of San Diego thresholds of significance. 
The thresholds of significance were designed to identify those projects that would result in significant 
levels of air pollution and to assist the region in attaining the applicable state and federal ambient air 
quality standards, which were established using health-based criteria to protect the public with a margin 
of safety from adverse health impacts due to exposure to air pollution. As such, the construction-related 
criteria air pollutant emissions associated with the proposed project would not expose sensitive receptors 
to substantial pollutant concentrations.  
 
In addition to criteria air pollutants, construction of the proposed project would also generate toxic air 
contaminant (TAC) emissions, specifically diesel particulate matter (diesel PM), associated with heavy-
duty construction equipment operations. The Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment 
(OEHHA) developed a Guidance Manual for Preparation of Health Risk Assessments (OEHHA 2015). 
Due to uncertainty in assessing cancer risk from very short-term exposures, OEHHA does not recommend 
assessing cancer risk for construction of projects lasting less than 2 months for the nearest residential 
receptor. Since the duration of construction activities for the proposed project is anticipated to last 
approximately 6 to 8 weeks and would cease following completion of the project, the overall exposure 
period would not meet the requirements for assessing cancer risk (OEHHA 2015). In addition, 
construction emissions would occur intermittently throughout the day and would not occur as a constant 
plume of emissions from the project site. 
 
Based on the anticipated construction schedule and the highly dispersive nature of diesel PM emissions, 
construction of the proposed project would not expose sensitive receptors to substantial TAC 
concentrations. Further, maintenance-related and operational activities of the multi-sport field are not 
anticipated to increase above existing conditions with implementation of the proposed project. In 
addition, educational land uses are not typically substantial sources of TACs. Therefore, the proposed 



 
 

 
Canyon Crest Academy Stadium Lighting Project Negative Declaration Page 17 

project would not expose sensitive receptors to substantial pollutant concentrations and this impact would 
be less than significant. 
 

 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less than 
Significant 
Impact with 
Mitigation 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 
e) Result in other emissions (such as those leading to 
odors affecting a substantial number of people?   X  

 
The occurrence and severity of odor impacts depend on numerous factors: the nature, frequency, and 
intensity of the source; wind speed and direction; and the presence of sensitive receptors. Although 
offensive odors rarely cause any physical harm, they still can be very unpleasant, and they can generate 
citizen complaints to local governments and regulatory agencies. 
 
Potential construction-related sources of odors include diesel construction equipment types that emit 
exhaust. However, because of the amount and types of equipment, the temporary nature of these 
emissions, and the highly diffusive properties of diesel exhaust, nearby receptors would not be affected by 
diesel exhaust odors associated with construction of the proposed project. Construction activities 
associated with the proposed project would be minimal and the odors would be typical of most 
construction sites and temporary in nature. Operation of the proposed project would remain similar to 
existing conditions and would not add any new odor sources. As a result, the proposed project would not 
result in other emissions (such as those leading to odors) adversely affecting a substantial number of 
people. Therefore, this impact would be less than significant. 
 
2.4 BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES 
 
Would the project: 
 

 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less than 
Significant 
Impact with 
Mitigation 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 
a) Have a substantial adverse effect, either directly or 
through habitat modifications, on any species 
identified as a candidate, sensitive, or special status 
species in local or regional plans, policies, or 
regulations, or by the California Department of Fish 
and Wildlife or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service? 

   X 

 
The proposed project would occur on a previously developed school campus in an urban residential and 
commercial area. Open space canyons near the proposed project site are separated from the proposed 
project by a residential development and SR 56. The proposed project would not alter habitat, and 
implementation of the proposed project would not result in a substantial adverse effect on species 
identified as candidate, sensitive, or special-status species in local or regional plans, policies, or 
regulations, or by the California Department of Fish and Wildlife or the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 
Therefore, no impact would occur. 
 



 
 

 
Page 18 Canyon Crest Academy Stadium Lighting Project Negative Declaration 

 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less than 
Significant 
Impact with 
Mitigation 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 
b) Have a substantial adverse effect on any riparian 
habitat or other sensitive natural community identified 
in local or regional plans, policies, regulations or by 
the California Department of Fish and Game or U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service? 

   X 

 
There are no riparian habitats or other sensitive habitats within the proposed project site. Open space 
canyons near the proposed project site are separated from the proposed project by a residential 
development and SR 56. BMPs of the proposed project would include the use of fiber rolls to reduce 
runoff from construction activities. Operation of the proposed project would not generate runoff. As the 
proposed project site is previously developed, separated by development and infrastructure from any open 
space land, and would not generate runoff, the proposed project would have no impact on riparian habitat 
or other sensitive natural communities.  
 

 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less than 
Significant 
Impact with 
Mitigation 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 
c) Have a substantial adverse effect on state or 
federally protected wetlands (including, but not 
limited to, marsh, vernal pool, coastal, etc.) through 
direct removal, filling, hydrological interruption, or 
other means? 

   X 

 
The proposed project site is a previously developed multi-sport field on an existing school campus within 
a developed urban area. Further, it was determined in the 2003 Mitigated Negative Declaration prepared 
for the construction of the CCA campus that no wetland vegetation is present on the site (RBRiggan & 
Associates 2003). Therefore, no impact would occur.  
 

 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less than 
Significant 
Impact with 
Mitigation 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 
d) Interfere substantially with the movement of any 
native resident or migratory fish or wildlife species or 
with established native resident or migratory wildlife 
corridors, or impede the use of native wildlife nursery 
sites? 

   X 

 
As stated previously, no habitat occurs on the proposed project site. It is unlikely that wildlife uses the 
multi-sport field as a movement corridor; however, implementation of the proposed project would not 
block any wildlife corridors as the proposed project only involves the addition of four light posts. The 
proposed project would not interfere with fish or wildlife movement. There would be no impact. 
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Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less than 
Significant 
Impact with 
Mitigation 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 
e) Conflict with any local policies or ordinances 
protecting biological resources, such as a tree 
preservation policy or ordinance? 

   X 

 
The proposed project site does not contain any vegetation or biological resources. No biological resources 
would be removed or harmed through the construction of the proposed project, nor would any be 
impacted by the operation of the proposed project. Therefore, the proposed project would not conflict 
with any local policies or ordinances protecting biological resources, and no impact would occur.  
 

 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less than 
Significant 
Impact with 
Mitigation 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 
f) Conflict with the provisions of an adopted Habitat 
Conservation Plan, Natural Community Conservation 
Plan, or other approved local, regional, or state habitat 
conservation plan? 

   X 

 
The proposed project site is located outside of areas proposed for conservation in the Multiple Species 
Conservation Plan Subarea Plan for the City of San Diego (City of San Diego 1997). The proposed 
project site is previously developed and would not conflict with any adopted local, regional, or state 
habitat conservation plans. Therefore, no impact would occur.  
 
2.5 CULTURAL RESOURCES 
 
Would the project: 
 

 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less than 
Significant 
Impact with 
Mitigation 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 
a) Cause a substantial adverse change in the 
significance of a historical resource as pursuant to 
§15064.5? 

   X 

 
The CCA campus was fully constructed in 2006, prior to which, a cultural resources study was conducted 
during the associated CEQA review. No historical resources are present on the campus or within the 
proposed project site (RBRiggan & Associates 2003). The proposed project involves the construction of 
four light poles at the existing multi-sport field on the CCA campus. The implementation of the proposed 
project would not cause an adverse change to a historical resource; therefore, no impact would occur.  
 

 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less than 
Significant 
Impact with 
Mitigation 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 
b) Cause a substantial adverse change in the 
significance of an archaeological resource pursuant to 
§15064.5? 

   X 
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The Pacific Highlands Ranch Master Environmental Impact Report included comprehensive surveys and 
testing programs, which included the project site, and determined that no significant prehistoric resources 
are located at the project site (City of San Diego 1998). Further, the project site was graded in the early 
2000s during the construction of CCA. The proposed project is to be constructed on previously disturbed 
and developed land and would not adversely affect archaeological resources. Therefore, no impact would 
occur.  
 

 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less than 
Significant 
Impact with 
Mitigation 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 
c) Disturb any human remains, including those 
interred outside of formal cemeteries?    X 

 
See response 2.5 (b). Prior to the construction of the CCA campus, a cultural resources investigation was 
conducted, and no human remains were identified on the project site (RBRiggan & Associates 2003). 
Construction associated with the proposed project would be minimal and concentrated in specific areas 
that are known to contain cut and fill soils associated with previous construction activities. See Section 
3.18, Tribal Cultural Resources, for further discussion on construction monitoring activities. Therefore, 
no impacts are anticipated to occur.  
 
2.6 ENERGY 
 
Would the project: 
 

 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less than 
Significant 
Impact with 
Mitigation 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 
a) Result in potentially significant environmental 
impact due to wasteful, inefficient, or unnecessary 
consumption of energy resources, during project 
construction or operation? 

   X 

 
Construction activities would be short in duration and would require minimal construction equipment. 
Further, Air Quality Project Design Features described in Section 1.2 would limit wasteful energy use 
during construction. Lighting for the proposed project has been designed with LED energy-efficient 
lighting and would only be turned on for a few hours per day at a maximum. Neither construction nor 
operation of the proposed project would result in wasteful, inefficient, or unnecessary consumption of 
energy resources. Therefore, no impact would occur.  
 

 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less than 
Significant 
Impact with 
Mitigation 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 
a) Conflict with or obstruct a state or local plan for 
renewable energy or energy efficiency?    X 

 
See response 2.6 (a). The proposed project would be constructed on a previously developed school site 
and would not conflict with any plans for renewable energy. Solar panels were previously constructed 
over some of the parking areas on the CCA campus. The lighting associated with the proposed project has 
been designed to be energy efficient and would not require significant amounts of energy. Further, usage 
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of the lights would be confined to only a few hours a day, which would reduce the potential for energy 
waste. Therefore, no impact would occur.  
 
2.7 GEOLOGY AND SOILS 
 
Would the project: 
 

 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less than 
Significant 
Impact with 
Mitigation 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 
a) Directly or indirectly cause potential substantial adverse effects, including the risk of loss, injury, or 
death involving: 
i) Rupture of a known earthquake fault, as delineated 
on the most recent Alquist-Priolo Earthquake Fault 
Zoning Map issued by the State Geologist for the area 
or based on other substantial evidence of known fault? 
Refer to Division of Mines and Geology Special 
Publication 42. 

  X  

ii) Strong seismic ground shaking?   X  
iii) Seismic-related ground failure, including 
liquefaction?   X  

iv) Landslides?   X  
 
i. The proposed project is located within seismically active southern California, an area where several 

faults and fault zones are considered active by the California Division of Mines and Geology. The 
project site is not listed in an Alquist-Priolo Earthquake Fault Zone (California Geological Survey 
2015). The closest faults to the proposed project are the Rose Canyon Fault, which is located roughly 
7 miles west of the project site offshore and the Coronado Bank Fault, which is an active zone of 
deformation located offshore approximately 18 miles from the project site (California Department of 
Conservation 2010). The proposed project would only involve the construction of light poles at an 
existing multi-sport field. It is not anticipated that visitation to the field would increase with 
implementation of the proposed project. While the proximity of the active faults suggests the potential 
for moderate to severe ground shaking to exist during a major earthquake, the proposed project would 
adhere to the latest seismic standards in building construction and impacts to people and/or structures 
would be less than significant.  

 
ii.  See response 2.7 (a). The proximity of active faults suggests the potential for moderate to severe 

ground shaking to exist during a major earthquake. However, according to the San Diego Seismic 
Safety Study (City of San Diego 1974), the proposed project is in a low to moderate risk area. As a 
result, less than significant impacts to people and structures would occur.  

 
iii.  CCA campus is underlain by the Friars Formation, Stadium Conglomerate, and Mission Valley 

formation (Kennedy 1975). Seismic ground failure and liquefaction are not considered issues on the 
CCA campus as it is located in a low to moderate risk area according to the City of San Diego Geo-
technical and Relative Risk Areas (City of San Diego 2008b). As stated previously, the proposed 
project would adhere to the latest seismic standards in building construction. Therefore, impacts 
would be less than significant.  
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a result, expansive soils are unlikely to be encountered by the proposed project and would not create a 
substantial direct or indirect risk to life or property. Therefore, the impact would be less than significant.  
 

 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less than 
Significant 
Impact with 
Mitigation 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 
e) Have soils incapable of adequately supporting the 
use of septic tanks or alternative waste water disposal 
systems where sewers are not available for the 
disposal of waste water? 

   X 

 
The proposed project does not include construction of a septic tank or alternative waste water disposal 
system. There would be no impact.  
 

 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less than 
Significant 
Impact with 
Mitigation 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 
f) Directly or indirectly destroy a unique 
paleontological resource or site or unique geologic 
feature? 

  X  

 
Paleontological resources or features are unlikely to be encountered at the proposed site as the multi-sport 
field is underlain by cut and fill soils associated with previous grading and constriction of the school 
(RBRiggan & Associates 2003). As a result, it is unlikely that paleontological resources or unique 
geologic feature are present at or near the multi-sport field. Therefore, construction of the proposed 
project is not likely to directly or indirectly destroy a unique paleontological resource or site or unique 
geologic feature and the impact would be less than significant. 
 
2.8 GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS 
 
Would the project: 
 

 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less than 
Significant 
Impact with 
Mitigation 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 
a) Generate greenhouse gas emissions, either directly 
or indirectly, that may have a significant impact on the 
environment? 

  X  

 
Global climate change refers to changes in average climatic conditions on the earth as a whole, including 
temperature, wind patterns, precipitation, and storms. Certain gases in the earth’s atmosphere, classified 
as greenhouse gases (GHGs), play a critical role in determining the earth’s surface temperature. GHGs are 
present in the atmosphere naturally, are released by natural sources, and are formed from secondary 
reactions taking place in the atmosphere. Natural sources of GHGs include the respiration of humans, 
animals, and plants; decomposition of organic matter; and evaporation from the oceans. Anthropogenic 
sources include the combustion of fossil fuels, waste treatment, and agricultural processes. 
  
The District has not adopted a specific GHG threshold to analyze projects under CEQA. Therefore, to 
establish additional context in which to consider the proposed project’s GHG emissions, this analysis 
reviewed guidelines used by other public agencies. Other districts, including the South Coast Air Quality 
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Management District (SCAQMD), have recommended that GHG emissions from construction and short-
term sources be amortized over the lifetime of the project (typically assumed 30 years) for comparison 
with significance thresholds (SCAQMD 2008). The draft thresholds released by the SCAQMD include 
possible thresholds of 3,000 metric tons (MT) carbon dioxide equivalents (CO2e) per year for all non-
industrial projects (residential, commercial, and mixed-use projects). The most conservative threshold 
was included in the California Air Pollution Control Officers Association (CAPCOA) report, CEQA and 
Climate Change: Evaluating and Addressing Greenhouse Gas Emissions from Projects Subject to the 
California Environmental Quality Act, which recommends a threshold of 900 MT CO2e per year for any 
residential, commercial, or industrial project (CAPCOA 2008). These significance thresholds were 
developed to assess consistency of a project’s emissions with the statewide framework for reducing GHG 
emissions. However, it is not the intent of the District to adopt this threshold as a mass emissions limit for 
this or other projects, but rather to provide this additional information to put the project-generated GHG 
emissions in the appropriate statewide context. 
 
Heavy-duty off-road equipment, materials transport, and worker commutes during construction of the 
proposed project would result in exhaust-related GHG emissions. Construction-related GHG emissions 
were estimated using the same methodology discussed earlier in Section 3.3, Air Quality. The total CO2e 
emissions associated with construction of the proposed project would be approximately 14 (MT) CO2e. 
Since the proposed project is not anticipated to increase visitor attendance and maintenance-related 
activities would remain similar to existing conditions, operational emissions associated with the proposed 
project would be limited to indirect GHG emissions associated with energy consumption of the light 
fixtures. Based on information provided by Musco Sports Lighting, LLC (Musco), it is anticipated that 
the total load of the lighting system would be 79.10 kilowatts (Musco 2018). Given the anticipated 
duration that the lights would be on, annual electricity consumption would equate to approximately 
61,382 kilowatt-hours per year. Table 2 summarizes the operational emissions and amortized construction 
GHG emissions associated with the proposed project. Additional details are available in Appendix B. 
 

Table 2 
Annual GHG Emissions  

Source GHG Emissions (MT CO2e) 
Total Construction Emissions 14.29 

Amortized Construction Emissions1 0.48 
Operational Emissions 16.43 

Total Annual GHG Emissions2 16.91 
MT CO2e = metric tons carbon dioxide equivalents 
Notes:  
1Amortized emissions estimated assuming a 30-year lifetime of the project (14 MT CO2e divided by 30 years).  
2 Total may not add due to rounding. 
Source: Estimated by AECOM in 2019 
 
As shown in Table 2, the total construction-related and operational CO2e emissions of 17 MT CO2e 
associated with the proposed project would be substantially less than any of the proposed or adopted 
GHG thresholds (CAPCOA annual threshold of 900 MT CO2e and SCAQMD annual threshold of 3,000 
MT CO2e). Since these thresholds were developed to allow projects to demonstrate consistency with the 
statewide framework for reducing GHG emissions, the proposed project would not generate GHG 
emissions, either directly or indirectly, that may have a significant impact on the environment. Therefore, 
impacts related to GHG emissions would be less than significant. 
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Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less than 
Significant 
Impact with 
Mitigation 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 
b) Conflict with an applicable plan, policy or 
regulation adopted for the purpose of reducing the 
emission of greenhouse gases? 

  X  

 
There are several statewide plans, policies, and regulations related to climate change and GHG reduction. 
These include the 2008 ARB Climate Change Scoping Plan (updated in 2014) (ARB 2014), Senate Bill 
32, and the Final Proposed 2017 Scoping Plan Update: The Strategy for Achieving California’s 2030 
GHG Target. Successful implementation of these measures predominantly depends on the development of 
laws and policies at the state level. As such, none of these statewide plans or policies constitute a 
regulation to adopt or implement a regional or local plan for reduction or mitigation of GHG emissions. 
Thus, it is assumed that any requirements or policies formulated under the mandate of AB 32 and SB 32 
that would be applicable to the project, either directly or indirectly, would be implemented consistent with 
statewide policies and laws.  
 
The District has not adopted a plan, policy, or regulation for the purpose of reducing GHG emissions. As 
such, the proposed project would not conflict with the AB 32 Scoping Plan and Scoping Plan update; or 
any other plans, policies, or regulations for the purpose of reducing GHG emissions. As discussed in 
response 2.8 (a), the proposed project would also not generate GHG emissions that would have a 
significant impact on the environment. Further, as an effort to meet the goals of AB 32 to reduce 
statewide GHG emissions, the California Building Standards Code established the California Green 
Building Standards Code (CALGreen). CALGreen encourages sustainable construction practices and 
building design in the categories of planning and design, including energy efficiency. The proposed 
project would install light fixtures equipped with LED lights. LED is a highly energy-efficient lighting 
technology that consumes less electricity, and indirectly emits less GHG emissions, than incandescent 
lighting (DOE 2019). Therefore, based on the quantitative emission estimates and because the proposed 
project would not conflict with any applicable plan, policy, or regulation for the purpose of reducing 
GHG emissions, this impact would be less than significant. 
 
2.9 HAZARDS AND HAZARDOUS MATERIALS 
 
Would the project: 
 

 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less than 
Significant 
Impact with 
Mitigation 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 
a) Create a significant hazard to the public or the 
environment through the routine transport, use, or 
disposal of hazardous materials? 

  X  

 
The proposed project includes the construction of four light fixtures. Operational use of the proposed 
project will not result in the routine transport or disposal of hazardous materials. Construction of the 
proposed project would involve the transportation of gasoline and other fuels to the project site for the 
purpose of equipment fueling and maintenance. The construction of the proposed project would be short 
in duration and would take place during the summer months when school is not in session at CCA. All 
hazardous waste would be disposed off-site and away from CCA campus. Therefore, impacts would be 
less than significant.  
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Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less than 
Significant 
Impact with 
Mitigation 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 
e) For a project located within an airport land use plan 
or, where such a plan has not been adopted, within two 
miles of a public airport or public use airport, would 
the project result in a safety hazard or excessive noise 
for people residing or working in the project area? 

   X 

 
The proposed project would not subject users to safety hazards associated with public or private airports. 
The Marine Corps Air Station (MCAS) Miramar is the closest airport to the project, located roughly 6.5 
miles southeast of the proposed project site. The proposed project is roughly 10.3 miles from the 
Montgomery Field Airport, roughly 13 miles from the McClean-Palomar Airport, and roughly 15.3 miles 
from San Diego International Airport. The proposed project site falls within the Federal Aviation 
Regulation (FAR) Part 77 Outer Boundary for MCAS Miramar. The proposed light fixtures would not 
exceed 90 feet above ground surface. The proposed project would not cross the height limits established 
by the FAR Part 77 standards and is therefore excluded from the MCAS Miramar airspace protection 
compatibility area (San Diego County Airport Land Use Commission 2011). The project site does not fall 
within any safety, notification, noise, or airport influence areas for Montgomery Field, McClean-Palomar, 
or San Diego International Airport, as identified by the San Diego County Airport Land Use Commission. 
Therefore, the project would not result in a safety hazard or excessive noise for people residing and 
working in the area. There would be no impact.  
 

 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less than 
Significant 
Impact with 
Mitigation 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 
f) Impair implementation of or physically interfere 
with an adopted emergency response plan or 
emergency evacuation plan? 

  X  

 
Construction of the proposed project would occur during the summer months while the students are not 
present on the CCA campus. It is anticipated that no more than eight construction workers would be on 
the construction site and that no more than five truck trips would occur over the duration of construction 
activities. This would not create substantial traffic during construction or interfere with an adopted 
emergency response plan or emergency evacuation plan. The construction workers would enter the 
proposed project site from Edgewood Bend Court off of Carmel Valley Road, and the trucks would 
access the proposed project from the fire access road. Trucks and construction worker vehicles would not 
park along or block the fire access road. It is not anticipated that attendance at sporting games would 
increase as a result of the proposed project, therefore construction and operations of the proposed project 
would not interfere with an adopted emergency response plan or emergency evacuation plan. Impacts 
would be less than significant.  
 

 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less than 
Significant 
Impact with 
Mitigation 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 
g) Expose people or structures, either directly or 
indirectly, to a significant risk of loss, injury or death 
involving wildland fires? 

   X 

 





 
 

 
Canyon Crest Academy Stadium Lighting Project Negative Declaration Page 29 

 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less than 
Significant 
Impact with 
Mitigation 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 
c) Substantially alter the existing drainage pattern of the site or area, including through the alteration of 
the course of a stream or river or through the addition of impervious surfaces, in a manner which would:  

i) result in substantial 
erosion or siltation on- or 
off-site? 

  X  

ii) substantially increase the rate or amount 
of surface runoff in a manner which 
would result in flooding on or off site? 

  X  

iii) Create or contribute runoff water which 
would exceed the capacity of existing or 
planned stormwater drainage systems or 
provide substantial additional sources of 
polluted runoff? 

  X  

 
i) The proposed project would not result in substantial alteration of the existing drainage pattern 

of the multi-sport field. Drainage from the minor new and existing structures and impervious 
surfaces would continue to flow into existing storm drain systems. Additionally, project 
design features identified in response 2.7 (b) would further minimize erosion or 
sedimentation impacts. The proposed project would have a less than significant effect on the 
existing drainage patterns and substantial erosion or siltation on- or off-site is not anticipated 
to occur. 
 

ii) See response 2.10 (c) i). The proposed project is on the previously developed multi-sport 
field and would not alter the existing drainage pattern or alter a stream or river that would 
increase runoff in a manner that would result in flooding. Drainage would continue to flow 
into existing storm drain systems. The construction of the proposed project would occur over 
the summer months when rainfall is minimal in San Diego. Further, new impervious surfaces 
that would result from the proposed project would be minimal. Therefore, this would not 
increase amount of surface runoff and there would be a less than significant impact.  

 
iii) See responses 2.10 (c) i) and ii). Surface runoff would not increase due to the proposed 

project. The proposed project would not exceed the capacity of existing or planned storm 
water drainage systems or provide substantial additional sources of polluted runoff. There 
would be a less than significant impact. 

 

 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less than 
Significant 
Impact with 
Mitigation 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 
d) In flood hazard, tsunami, or seiche zones, risk 
release of pollutants due to project inundation?     X 

 
The project site is not located in the immediate vicinity of a beach or an area of steep slopes and would 
not be susceptible to seiche, tsunami, or mudflow. The proposed project site is not within a 100-year 
flood hazard area, delineated on a Federal Flood Hazard Boundary of Flood Insurance Rate Map (SanGIS 
2018) or other flood hazard delineation map. Therefore, project inundation would not risk release of 
pollutants in these zones and no impacts are expected to occur.  
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Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less than 
Significant 
Impact with 
Mitigation 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 
e) Conflict with or obstruct implementation of a water 
quality control plan or sustainable groundwater 
management plan?  

  X  

 
See responses 2.10 (a) and (b). Construction of the proposed project would adhere to the project design 
features outlined above so that the proposed project would not conflict with or obstruct implementation of 
a water quality control plan. Operation of the proposed project would not impact existing drainage 
patterns and would not contribute pollutants or sediments into existing waterways. The proposed project 
would not drain groundwater resources nor would it prohibit groundwater recharge. Therefore, impacts 
would be less than significant.  
  
2.11 LAND USE 
 
Would the project: 
 

 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less than 
Significant 
Impact with 
Mitigation 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 
a) Physically divide an established community?    X 
 
The proposed project is located at the multi-sport field on the CCA campus. The proposed project would 
be contained at the multi-sport field and would not physically divide an established community. There 
would be no impact.  
 

 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less than 
Significant 
Impact with 
Mitigation 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 
b) Cause significant environmental impact due to 
conflict with any land use plan, policy, or regulation 
adopted for the purpose of avoiding or mitigating an 
environmental effect? 

   X 

 
The proposed project is located within the City of San Diego, and CCA’s campus is operated under a 
Conditional Use Permit. The City’s General Plan designates the CCA property as Institutional & Public 
and Semi-Public Facilities (City of San Diego 2008a). The project site is zoned by the City of San Diego 
as agricultural residential and multi-use residential (City of San Diego 2014). The proposed project would 
not change the zoning or land use of the CCA campus. The City of San Diego General Plan includes 
policy UD-a.13.e: Focus Lighting to eliminate spillover so that lighting is directed, and only the intended 
use is illuminated (City of San Diego 2008a). The proposed project is consistent with this policy through 
design of the lighting structures. Compliance with the City of San Diego Municipal Code is discussed 
under response 2.1 (c) above. The CCA campus is not located within the coastal zone. The proposed 
project falls within the Pacific Highlands Ranch Community Plan area and is in accordance with this plan 
as the project site is designated as a Senior/ Junior High School. The proposed project is compliant with 
policies in the Pacific Highlands Ranch Community Plan that require that lighting be shielded from open 
space and directed away from habitat. The proposed project does not conflict with any applicable land use 
plan, policy, or regulation and therefore would have no impact.  
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2.12 MINERAL RESOURCES 
 

 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less than 
Significant 
Impact with 
Mitigation 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 
a) Result in the loss of availability of a known mineral 
resource that would be of future value to the region 
and the residents of the state? 

   X 

 
The proposed project is located on developed land at an existing school site. As noted on the Mineral 
Land Classification map published by the California Department of Conservation (1996), the project site 
is designated as Mineral Resource Zone-3 (MRZ-3): areas containing mineral deposits, the significance of 
which cannot be determined by available data. Since the proposed project is on existing developed land, 
the proposed project would not affect the availability of known mineral resources that would be of value 
to the region and/or residents of the state. Therefore, the proposed project would have no impact.  
 

 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less than 
Significant 
Impact with 
Mitigation 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 
b) Result in the loss of availability of a locally 
important mineral resource recovery site delineated on 
a local general plan, specific plan or other land use 
plan? 

   X 

 
As shown on the City of San Diego Generalized Mineral Land Classification map in the City of San 
Diego General Plan (2008a), the proposed project site is designated MRZ-3: areas containing mineral 
deposits, the significance of which cannot be determined by available data. The project site is currently 
developed and would occur within the boundaries of the existing CCA campus. The proposed project 
would not result in the loss of availability of a locally important mineral resource recovery site. Therefore, 
the proposed project would have no impact.  
 
2.13 NOISE AND VIBRATION 
 
Would the project result in:  
 

 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less than 
Significant 
Impact with 
Mitigation 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 
a) Generation of a substantial temporary or permanent 
increase in ambient noise levels in the vicinity of the 
project in excess of standards established in the local 
general plan or noise ordinance, or applicable 
standards of other agencies? 

  X  

 
Construction of the proposed project would last 6 to 8 weeks. Construction would occur during the 
summer months when school is not in session and students are not anticipated to be on campus. Although 
CCA and Pacific Trails Middle School would each be generally considered a noise-sensitive land use, 
because proposed project construction and operation will occur outside of the school year and outside of 
school educational hours, respectively, the closest sensitive receptor was determined to be the residential 
area immediately west of the CCA western parking lot. As shown in Appendix C, no studied noise-
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sensitive land uses are predicted to experience a 12-hour average noise level exceeding the City of San 
Diego ordinance 12-hour construction noise level limit. As stated previously, implementation of the 
proposed project is not anticipated to increase visitor attendance. Therefore, noise associated with the 
proposed project would not increase, but would occur in the evening rather than the late afternoon. 
Sources of noise associated with the proposed project would include noise from vehicle traffic and from 
the public address system or crowd cheering. As shown in Appendix C, this change in timing of the noise 
generation would not be perceptible above existing conditions. Further, lighting fixtures at the multi-sport 
field would be turned off by 9:30 p.m. at the latest on game days, so noise associated with the proposed 
project would not persist late into the night. Therefore, impacts would be less than significant.  
 

 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less than 
Significant 
Impact with 
Mitigation 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 
b) Generation of excessive groundborne vibration or 
groundborne noise levels?   X  

 
Construction of the proposed project would be temporary, as stated in response 2.13 (a). The amount of 
construction equipment would be minimal, and the nearest sensitive structure is roughly 400 feet away 
from the project site. As stated in Appendix C, the predicted vibration level from the drilling activity is 
well below the applicable vibration damage threshold and annoyance criteria. Additionally, groundborne 
noise would be significantly lower than the noise generated by above-ground construction noise sources. 
Operation of the lighting fixtures would not generate excessive groundborne vibration or noise levels. 
Therefore, impacts would be less than significant. 
 

 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less than 
Significant 
Impact with 
Mitigation 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 
c) For a project located within the vicinity of a private 
airstrip or an airport land use plan or, where such a 
plan has not been adopted, within two miles of a 
public airport or public use airport, would the project 
expose people residing or working in the project area 
to excessive noise levels? 

   X 

 
See response 2.9 (e) for a discussion of airport locations relative to the proposed project site. The 
proposed project site is located within MCAS Miramar Air Installations Compatible Use Zones (AICUZ) 
(San Diego County Airport Land Use Commission 2011). However, MCAS is located approximately 6 
miles south-southeast of the proposed project, and the proposed project does not land within the boundary 
of any predicted Community Noise Equivalent Level noise contours presented in the MCAS AICUZ. 
Therefore, no impact would occur. 
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2.14 POPULATION AND HOUSING 
 
Would the project: 
 

 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less than 
Significant 
Impact with 
Mitigation 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 
a) Induce substantial unplanned population growth in 
an area either directly (for example, by proposing new 
homes and businesses) or indirectly (for example, 
through extension of roads or other infrastructure)? 

   X 

 
The proposed project involves the construction of four light fixtures on the multi-sport field located on the 
CCA campus and is not considered growth inducing. The addition of the light fixtures is not anticipated 
to increase visitation at sporting events and would not influence the local population in the surrounding 
community. The proposed project does not include the construction of new homes or businesses, the 
extension of roads, or infrastructure. Therefore, no impact would occur.  
 

 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less than 
Significant 
Impact with 
Mitigation 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 
b) Displace substantial numbers of existing people or 
housing, necessitating the construction of replacement 
housing elsewhere? 

   X 

 
The proposed project involves the construction of four light fixtures on the multi-sport field located on the 
CCA campus. The proposed project would occur at the CCA multi-sport field and no housing would be 
displaced as a result of the proposed project. No replacement housing would be required. Therefore, no 
impact would occur. 
 
2.15 PUBLIC SERVICES 
 
Would the project result in substantial adverse physical impacts associated with the provision of new or 
physically altered governmental facilities, need for new or physically altered governmental facilities, the 
construction of which could cause significant environmental impacts, in order to maintain acceptable 
service ratios, response times or other performance objectives for any of the public services: 
 

 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less than 
Significant 
Impact with 
Mitigation 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 
a) Fire protection?    X 
 
The proposed project would involve the construction of four light fixtures at the multi-sport field on the 
CCA campus. The proposed project would not result in increased attendance at the sporting events held at 
the multi-sport field. CCA is adjacent to and serviced by San Diego Fire Station 47. No additional fire 
protection would be required with the implementation of the proposed project, and service ratios and 
response times would not be affected. Therefore, no additional fire protection facilities or expansion of 
existing facilities would need to be constructed and there would be no impact.  
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Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less than 
Significant 
Impact with 
Mitigation 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 
b) Police protection?    X 
 
No additional police protection is required for the proposed project. Therefore, no impact would occur. 
The proposed project would involve the construction of four light fixtures at the multi-sport field on the 
CCA campus. The proposed project would not result in increased attendance at the sporting events held at 
the multi-sport field. No additional police protection would be required with the implementation of the 
proposed project, and service ratios and response times would not be affected. Therefore, no additional 
police protection facilities or expansion of existing facilities would need to be constructed and there 
would be no impact.  
 

 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less than 
Significant 
Impact with 
Mitigation 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 
c) Schools?    X 
 
CCA is a public school of choice where any student in the District can choose to attend the academy. 
CCA serves roughly 2,575 high school students in grades 9 through 12. Construction of four light fixtures 
at the multi-sport field on the CCA campus is not considered growth inducing and would not cause an 
increase in student enrollment. Therefore, no school facilities would need to be constructed as a result of 
the proposed project. There would be no impact.  
 

 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less than 
Significant 
Impact with 
Mitigation 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 
d) Parks?    X 
 
The proposed project is not considered growth inducing and would not affect the use of parks in the area. 
Therefore, the proposed project would not result in the need for new park facilities. There would be no 
impact.  
 

 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less than 
Significant 
Impact with 
Mitigation 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 
e) Other public services?    X 
 
All construction, maintenance, management, and liability of the proposed project would be the 
responsibility of the District. Therefore, no additional demands on outside public services and facilities 
would occur and there would be no impact.  
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2.16 RECREATION 
 

 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less than 
Significant 
Impact with 
Mitigation 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 
a) Would the project increase the use of existing 
neighborhood and regional parks or other recreational 
facilities such that substantial physical deterioration of 
the facility would occur or be accelerated? 

   X 

 
As stated in 2.15 (d), the proposed project is not growth inducing and would not result in the increased 
use of existing recreational facilities, nor would it result in an increased population that would use local 
recreation facilities. Physical deterioration of the facility would not occur as a result of the proposed 
project and there would be no impact.  
 

 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less than 
Significant 
Impact with 
Mitigation 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 
b) Does the project include recreational facilities or 
require the construction or expansion of recreational 
facilities which might have an adverse physical effect 
on the environment? 

   X 

 
The proposed project would involve the construction of four light fixtures at the existing recreational 
multi-sport field, which serves various sports such as soccer, lacrosse, and field hockey on the CCA 
campus. No expansion of the existing multi-sport field and no construction of a new recreational facility 
are proposed. There would be no impact.  
 
2.17 TRAFFIC AND CIRCULATION 
 
Would the project: 
 

 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less than 
Significant 
Impact with 
Mitigation 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 
a) Conflict with a program, plan, ordinance or policy 
addressing the circulation system, including transit, 
roadway, bicycle, and pedestrian facilities?  

   X 

 
The proposed project involves the construction of lighting at the existing multi-sport filed on the CCA 
campus. The proposed project is not anticipated to increase attendance at the sporting event. Therefore, 
the proposed project would not conflict with a program, plan, ordinance, or policy addressing the 
circulation system, including transit. There would be no impact.  
 

 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less than 
Significant 
Impact with 
Mitigation 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 
b) Would the project conflict or be inconsistent with 
CEQA Guidelines section 15064.3, subdivision (b)?    X 
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A trip generation study was completed for the proposed project (Appendix D). The study concluded, 
based on the requirements of the City of San Diego Traffic Impact Study Manual (City of San Diego 
1998), that a traffic impact study would not be required for the proposed project. It is not anticipated that 
the proposed project would increase the number of trips to the project site. Further, the project would not 
create an increase in vehicle miles traveled, as trips to the project site would not change as a result of the 
proposed project. Therefore, the project would be consistent with CEQA Guidelines Section 15064.3, 
subdivision (b). There would be no impact.  
 

 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less than 
Significant 
Impact with 
Mitigation 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 
c) Substantially increase hazards due to a geometric 
design feature (e.g., sharp curves or dangerous 
intersections) or incompatible uses (e.g., farm 
equipment)? 

   X 

 
The proposed project does not involve changes to roadways or introduce incompatible uses to the area 
surrounding the project site. There would be no impact.  
 

 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less than 
Significant 
Impact with 
Mitigation 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 
d) Result in inadequate emergency access?    X 
 
See response 2.9 (f). The proposed project would not impede emergency access to the project site. There 
would be no impact.  
 
2.18 TRIBAL CULTURAL RESOURCES 
 
Would the project cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of a tribal cultural resource, 
defined in Public Resources Code section 21074 as either a site, feature, place, cultural landscape that is 
geographically defined in terms of the size and scope of the landscape, sacred place, or object with 
cultural value to a California Native American tribe, and that is:  
 

 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less than 
Significant 
Impact with 
Mitigation 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 
a) Listed or eligible for listing in the California 
Register for Historical resources, or in a local register 
of historical resource as defined in Public Resources 
Code section 5020.1 (k), or 

   X 

 
The project site is at a recently constructed high school campus and does not contain any resources that 
are listed or eligible for listing in the California Register of Historical Resources, or in a local register of 
historical resources. There would be no impact.  
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Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less than 
Significant 
Impact with 
Mitigation 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 
b) A resource determined by the lead agency, in its 
discretion and supported by substantial evidence, to be 
significant pursuant to criteria set forth in subdivision 
(c) of Public Resources Code Section 5024.1. In 
applying the criteria set forth in subdivision (c) of 
Public Resources Code Section 5024.1, the lead 
agency shall consider the significance of the resource 
to a California Native American tribe.  

  X  

 
A records search of the Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) Sacred Lands File was 
completed in January 2019. In a letter dated January 2, 2019, the NAHC stated that results of the records 
search were negative. At the request of the NAHC, the District contacted the list of Native American 
tribes provided by the NAHC in their response letter for additional review and input. The Campo Band of 
Mission Indians provided a response to the District on January 18, 2019. In their letter, they requested 
that a qualified Kumeyaay monitor be present on-site for all future surveys and ground-disturbing 
activities. The Viejas Band of Kumeyaay Indians provided a response to the District on January 28, 2019. 
In their response, they noted that the project site may contain many sacred sites to the Kumeyaay people 
and requested that these sacred sites be avoided with adequate buffer zones. They also requested that 
applicable National Environmental Policy Act/CEQA/Native American Graves Protection and 
Repatriation Act laws be followed and that the Viejas Band of Kumeyaay Indians be contacted 
immediately upon any changes or inadvertent discoveries.  
 
The proposed project site is previously developed, and the area disturbed by construction would be 
minimal. The District will comply with the requests from the Native American tribes listed above to 
ensure that potential impacts to tribal cultural resources would be less than significant.  
 
2.19 UTILITIES AND SERVICE SYSTEMS 
 
Would the project: 
 

 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less than 
Significant 
Impact with 
Mitigation 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 
a) Require or result in the relocation or construction 
of new or expanded water, wastewater treatment, or 
storm water drainage, electric power, natural gas, or 
telecommunications facilities, the construction or 
relocation of which could cause significant 
environmental effects? 

   X 

 
The proposed project simply involves the addition of four light posts at the existing multi-sport field on 
the CCA campus. Construction activities would be short term and use minimal water. During construction 
of the proposed project, fiber rolls or other drainage control devices would be placed around construction 
areas to protect drainage areas. Inlet/outlet protection would be placed over existing storm drains. 
Operational water use at CCA would not change due to the implantation of the proposed project. Further, 
the proposed project would not increase storm water runoff and therefore no new construction or 
relocation of storm water drainage facilities or expansion of existing facilities would be required. The 
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proposed project would not require the construction of new, or relocation of existing, water or wastewater 
treatment facilities. Additionally, construction and operation of the proposed project would not require the 
construction or relocation of electric power, natural gas, or telecommunications facilities. Operation of the 
proposed project would require minimal energy, as described under Section 2.6. There would be no 
impact.  
 

 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less than 
Significant 
Impact with 
Mitigation 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 
b) Have sufficient water supplies available to serve the 
project and reasonably foreseeable future development 
during normal, dry, and multiple dry years?  

   X 

 
As stated in response 2.19 (a), construction activities will be short term and use minimal water. 
Operational water use at CCA would not change due to the implementation of the proposed project. The 
construction and operation of the proposed project does not require additional water supplies. Therefore, 
existing entitlements and resources are sufficient to meet water requirements at CCA and would not limit 
water supply for foreseeable future development. There would be no impact.  
 

 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less than 
Significant 
Impact with 
Mitigation 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 
c) Result in a determination by the wastewater 
treatment provider which serves or may serve the 
project that it has adequate capacity to serve the 
project’s projected demand in addition to the 
provider’s existing commitments? 

   X 

 
As stated in responses 2.19 (a) and 2.19 (b), construction activities will be short term and use minimal 
water. Operational water use at CCA would not change due to the implementation of the proposed 
project; therefore, no change would occur in wastewater generation. There would be no impact.  
 

 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less than 
Significant 
Impact with 
Mitigation 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 
d) Generate solid waste in excess of State or local 
standards, or in excess of the capacity of local 
infrastructure, or otherwise impair the attainment of 
solid waste reduction goals?  

   X 

 
CCA is serviced by the Miramar Landfill, which is operated by the City of San Diego. Waste generated 
by the construction of the proposed project would be minimal. Waste from operational activities 
associated with the proposed project would be minimal as well and would only involve replacement of 
parts periodically over several years. The current landfill would be able to accommodate waste generated 
by the construction and operation of the proposed project and no impacts would occur.  
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Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less than 
Significant 
Impact with 
Mitigation 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 
e) Comply with federal, state, and local management 
and reduction statutes and regulations related to solid 
waste? 

   X 

 
The proposed project would comply with all federal, state, and local statutes and regulations related to 
solid waste. There would be no impact.  
 
2.20 WILDFIRE 
 
If located in or near state responsibility areas or lands classified as very high fire hazard severity zones, 
would the project:  
 

 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less than 
Significant 
Impact with 
Mitigation 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 
a) Substantially impair an adopted emergency 
response plan or emergency evacuation plan?   X  

 
The proposed project is located within a local responsibility area classified as a very high fire hazard 
severity zone (CAL FIRE 2009). As stated in response 2.9 (f), the proposed project would not impair an 
adopted emergency response plan or emergency evacuation plan. Impacts would be less than significant. 
 

 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less than 
Significant 
Impact with 
Mitigation 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 
b) Due to slope, prevailing winds, and other factors, 
exacerbate wildfire risks, and thereby expose project 
occupants to, pollutant concentrations from a wildfire 
or the uncontrolled spread of a wildfire? 

  X  

 
While the proposed project is located within a very high fire hazard severity zone, the surrounding area is 
urbanized. Installation of light fixtures at the multi-sport field would not exacerbate wildfire risk at the 
project site. Therefore, the proposed project would not expose project occupants to pollutant 
concentrations from a wildfire or the uncontrolled spread of a wildfire. Impacts would be less than 
significant. 
 

 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less than 
Significant 
Impact with 
Mitigation 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 
c) Require the installation or maintenance of 
associated infrastructure (such as roads, fuel breaks, 
emergency water sources, power lines or other 
utilities) that may exacerbate fire risk or that may 
result in temporary or ongoing impacts to the 
environment? 

   X 
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The proposed project would consist of installing four stadium lighting fixtures at the existing multi-sport 
field on the CCA campus. The proposed project would not require the installation or maintenance of 
roads, fuel breaks, emergency water sources, power lines, or other utilities that may exacerbate fire risk or 
impact the environment. There would be no impact.  
 
2.21 MANDATORY FINDINGS OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less than 
Significant 
Impact with 
Mitigation 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 
a) Does the project have the potential to substantially 
degrade the quality of the environment, substantially 
reduce the habitat of a fish or wildlife species, cause a 
fish or wildlife population to drop below self-
sustaining levels, threaten to eliminate a plant or 
animal community, substantially reduce the number or 
restrict the range of a rare or endangered plant or 
animal, or eliminate important examples of the major 
periods of California history or prehistory? 

  X  

 
As demonstrated in Sections 2.1 through 2.20 above, the proposed project does not have the potential to 
substantially degrade the quality of the environment. The proposed project would not reduce the habitat of 
a fish or wildlife population, cause a fish or wildlife population to drop below self-sustaining levels, 
threaten to eliminate a plant or animal community, or substantially reduce the number or restrict the range 
of a rare or endangered plant or animal as the proposed project is located on a previously developed site 
within an urbanized area. The CCA campus was constructed in the early 2000s and does not contain 
important examples of the major periods of California history or prehistory; therefore, the proposed 
project would not impact these resources. With the implementation of the project design features stated in 
Section 1.2, all impacts associated with the proposed project would be less than significant or cause no 
impact.  
 

 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less than 
Significant 
Impact with 
Mitigation 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 
b) Does the project have impacts that are individually 
limited, but cumulatively considerable? 
("Cumulatively considerable" means that the 
incremental effects of a project are considerable when 
viewed in connection with the effects of past projects, 
the effects of other current projects, and the effects of 
probable future projects). 

  X  

 
As stated previously, the proposed project site lies within the CCA campus in a previously developed 
urban area. SR 56 lies immediately south and southeast of the proposed project site, while a small 
residential development is located to the west. To the north of the CCA campus is the Village at Pacific 
Highlands Ranch. This shopping center contains a variety of commercial uses and parking lots. The 
urbanized area has various recently constructed or proposed developments that have been considered in 
the cumulative analysis as listed below: 
 





 
 

 
Page 42 Canyon Crest Academy Stadium Lighting Project Negative Declaration 

Operation of the proposed project would result in the same traffic volumes as existing conditions, just at a 
later time in the day. Additionally, noise levels associated with the sporting events are anticipated to 
remain the same as existing conditions, but would also occur later in the day as a result of the proposed 
project. These shifts in timing would not contribute to a cumulatively considerable impact for these issue 
areas. Implementation of the proposed project would add a new light source to the project area. This has 
the potential to contribute cumulatively to the light and glare in this area. The proposed project is located 
in a previously developed area with existing light sources. The newly constructed Pacific Highlands 
Ranch Community Park and Recreation Center contains street and sidewalk lighting, as well as field 
lighting. However, as shown in Figures 10 through 12 in Appendix A, the technology and design 
implemented by the lighting manufacturer would contain light and glare from the lighting fixtures within 
the project site, essentially eliminating any light spill or trespass on off-site properties with an 
imperceptible contribution to the ambient night lighting of the area. The topography also helps to keep 
light and glare contained within the project site. Further, the limited hours of operation enforced by the 
District would reduce the potential of the proposed project to impact surrounding properties. Cumulative 
impacts are those that contribute to impacts occurring in the area surrounding the project site in 
combination with other cumulative projects. While other cumulative projects that involve night lighting 
may create conditions of light trespass or glare, the proposed project has been specifically designed to 
minimize light impacts outside of the desired area of illumination and contained within the immediate 
CCA campus. . As such, the proposed project would not significantly contribute to cumulative light and 
glare in the area surrounding the project site.  
 
Operation of the proposed project would not cumulatively impact other issue areas discussed above, due 
to the limited size and scope of the project and as indicated by the findings of no impact or less than 
significant Impact throughout the MND analysis of various topic areas. Therefore, the proposed project 
would not have impacts that are cumulatively considerable. 
 

 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less than 
Significant 
Impact with 
Mitigation 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 
c) Does the project have environmental effects which 
will cause substantial adverse effects on human 
beings, either directly or indirectly? 

  X  

 
As demonstrated in Sections 2.1 through 2.20, the proposed project would not have environmental effects 
that would have a substantial adverse effect on human beings. All impacts would be less than significant 
or no impact would occur.  
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SECTION 3: DETERMINATION  
 
 
As provided in the CEQA Guidelines Section 15070 (Title 14 - California Code of Regulations), a 
Negative Declaration may be prepared for a project subject to CEQA when an Initial Study (IS) has 
identified no substantial evidence that the project may have a significant effect on the environment. The 
District is the lead agency for preparation of this Negative Declaration. Based on the findings of the 
IS/Environmental Checklist Form prepared for this project (Section 3.0 of this document), the District has 
determined that preparation of a Negative Declaration is the appropriate method to present environmental 
review of the proposed project in compliance with CEQA. 
 
Based on the environmental review provided in Sections 2.1 through 2.20, and the attached additional 
analysis, the District has concluded that the proposed project would not result in any significant 
environmental impacts. 
  
3.1 RESULTS OF PUBLIC REVIEW (TO BE COMPLETED WITH FINAL NEGATIVE DECLARATION ) 
 
(  ) No comments were received during the public input period.  
 
(  ) Comments were received during the public input period, but they did not address the Draft 

Mitigated Negative Declaration findings or the accuracy or completeness of the Initial Study. No 
response is necessary. The letters are attached. 

 
(  ) Comments addressing the findings of the Draft Mitigated Negative Declaration and/or accuracy 

or completeness of the Initial Study were received during the public input period. 
 
3.2  ADOPTION STATEMENT  
 
This Negative Declaration was adopted and the above CEQA findings made by the District on [insert date 
upon adoption].  
 
 
____________________________________                                  , 2019 
John Addleman       Date 
Executive Director of Planning Services 
San Dieguito Union High School District 
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SECTION 4: LIST OF PREPARERS 
 
 
This Negative Declaration was prepared by AECOM, 401 West A Street, Suite 1200, San Diego, CA 
92101. The following AECOM professionals contributed to its preparation: 
 

Bill Graham – Project Director, Quality Assurance/Quality Control Review 
Meghan Haggblade – Project Manager, Environmental Planner 
Chelsea Johnson – Environmental Planner 
Paola Peña – Air Quality Specialist 
Chris Kaiser – Noise Technical Specialist  
Peter Augello – Geographic Information System (GIS) Specialist 
Paul Moreno – GIS Specialist 
Therese Tempereau – Technical Editor 
Marisa Fabrigas – Word Processor 
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 
 
 
The purpose of this Visual Impact Analysis (VIA) is to consider the potential visual quality 
impacts and lighting intrusions that may result from the Canyon Crest Academy Stadium 
Lighting Project (proposed project). The proposed project would install lighting at the multi-
sport field on the school campus. The VIA will discuss the potential aesthetic impacts of the new 
lighting sources to result in changes to visual quality of the area or cause areas of high glare 
and/or disrupt the dark sky. The VIA will identify project features and mitigation requirements 
necessary to reduce visual and lighting impacts generated by the proposed project.  
 
1.1 PROJECT BACKGROUND  
 
Canyon Crest Academy (CCA) offers 21 varsity sports programs including tennis, basketball, 
volleyball, field hockey, soccer, lacrosse, baseball, and softball. Outdoor courts and fields for 
these sports are located at the south and southeast portions of the CCA campus. Currently, the 
tennis courts are lit, but the field used for field hockey, soccer, and lacrosse (referred to as the 
“multi-sport field”), as well as the baseball and softball fields, does not contain lighting fixtures. 
Because of this, current use of the multi-sport field must start early enough in the afternoon to 
complete an entire game or finish practice by sunset. This results in students leaving their last 
class early to prepare for their sporting event. In response to concerns raised by parents of the 
students involved in these athletic programs, the San Dieguito Union High School District 
(District) has decided to construct lighting at the multi-sport field. The installation of this 
lighting will allow games to start between 15 to 30 minutes after school is released. 
 
1.1.1 Definition of Terms 
 
The following section provides a brief overview of terms and concepts commonly used in the 
analysis of aesthetics and lighting. 
 
Brightness: The magnitude of sensation that results from viewing surfaces from which light 
comes to the eye. This sensation is determined partly by the measurable luminance of the source 
and partly by the conditions of observation, such as the state of adaptation of the eye. For 
example, very bright lamps at night appear dim during the day because our eyes have adapted to 
the higher brightness of daylight. 
 



 
 
 

 
Page 2 Canyon Crest Academy Stadium Lighting Project Visual Impact Analysis 
 CCA_Stadium_Lighting_Visual_Impact_Analysis.doc   3/5/2019 

Candela: Measure of light energy from a source at a specific standard angle and distance. A 
convenient measure to evaluate output of light from a lamp or light fixture in terms of both the 
intensity of light and the direction of travel of the light energy away from the source. The output 
of a 60-watt household incandescent lamp is approximately 150 candelas. 
 
Foot-candle (fc): A foot-candle is the unit for measuring the light present on a surface or 
workplane. One fc is roughly equal to the uniform distribution of light from an ordinary wax 
candle on a 1-square-foot surface, located 1 foot away from the flame. Lux is the metric 
equivalent to a foot-candle (1 lumen spread over 1 square meter). 
 
Glare: Visual discomfort experienced from high contrast. Describes visual evaluation of each 
visible source or surface relative to the surrounding background (sky, hills, foreground). There 
are two types of glare: (1) Disability Glare, which reduces the ability to see or identify objects, 
and (2) Discomfort Glare, which produces ocular discomfort and/or annoyance, but does not 
reduce the ability to see. 
 
Illuminance: Measure of light energy (luminous flux) incident at a specific point on a surface 
over a standard area (foot-candles), or lumens per square foot). This term is commonly used to 
measure and describe light intensity on a surface. Generally, illuminance will decrease by 
approximately 75 percent when the distance from the light source is doubled. 
 
Light Pollution: Any adverse effect of man-made light including sky glow, glare, light trespass, 
light clutter, decreased visibility at night, and energy waste.  
 
Shielded: Outdoor light fixtures shielded or constructed so that light rays emitted by the fixture 
are projected below the horizontal plane passing through the lowest point on the fixture from 
which light is emitted. 
 
Sky Glow: Destructive light in the night sky that results from light reflected upward. 
 
Light Trespass: Light from subject property incident onto adjacent properties, measured in foot-
candles, usually analyzed by measurement at or near the property line. Light trespass commonly 
occurs in urbanized areas when streetlights, floodlights, building signs, etc., illuminate private 
residential property so as to reduce privacy, disrupt rest, or disrupt nighttime views. 
 
Line of Sight: An imaginary straight line from the eye to a perceived object. 
 



 
 
 

 
Canyon Crest Academy Stadium Lighting Project Visual Impact Analysis Page 3 
CCA_Stadium_Lighting_Visual_Impact_Analysis.doc   3/5/2019 

Lumen: Mean value of total candelas produced by a light source. Lumen does not define 
direction. 
 
Luminaire:  A device to produce, control, and distribute light. 
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2.0 EXISTING CONDITIONS  
 
 
2.1 PROJECT LOCATION 
 
CCA occupies roughly 51 acres in the Carmel Valley residential suburb of San Diego (Figure 1). 
CCA is located directly north of State Route 56 (SR-56), roughly 3.2 miles east of Interstate 5, 
and roughly 5.2 miles west of Interstate 15. The school site is located east of Carmel Valley 
Road and directly south of Village Center Loop Road. Three entrances to the school site are 
available, one off of Edgewood Bend Court and two off of Village Center Loop Road (Figure 2).  
 
2.2 DESCRIPTION OF SITE 
 
The CCA campus consists of various indoor classroom, athletic, and administration facilities, as 
well as outdoor athletic facilities, including tennis and basketball courts, open fields, a softball 
field, a baseball field, and the multi-sport field, which is surrounded by a track. The proposed 
project includes lighting at the multi-sport field. The multi-sport field is located generally within 
the southwestern interior of the CCA campus.  
 
North of the multi-sport field are the main CCA campus buildings in a layout including 
structures and outdoor walkways and gathering locations. Parking lots, some covered with solar 
panels, are located north beyond the campus buildings. Security and safety lighting is provided 
throughout the CCA campus along walkways and around structures. The parking lots have tall 
lighting poles as well as lighting under the solar panels.  
 
Immediately northeast of the multi-sport field are the school tennis courts and basketball courts. 
The only athletic facilities with lighting are the tennis courts. An internal campus roadway passes 
just to the north of the tennis courts and multi-sport field and also includes roadway lighting.  
 
Additional grass fields for softball, baseball, and other sports are located to the east and south of 
the multi-sport field along with internal access roads. These sports facilities are not lit.  
 
West of the multi-sport field, a set of bleachers is installed on the hill leading up to the parking 
lot along the west side of the multi-sport field for spectators. Benches for the players are set up 
on the east and west edges of the field, inside of the track. Parking for students, staff, and visitors 
is provided along the west and northwest edges of the site. The proposed project site is generally  
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