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INTRODUCTION AND EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

This document is a Draft Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for the Airfield and Terminal Modernization
Project (“the proposed Project”) at Los Angeles International Airport (LAX). LAX is owned and operated by
the City of Los Angeles, whose Board of Airport Commissioners oversees the policy, management,
operation, and regulation of LAX. Los Angeles World Airports (LAWA) is a proprietary department of the
City of Los Angeles charged with administering the day-to-day operations of LAX. This Draft EIR has been
prepared by LAWA as the lead agency in conformance with the California Environmental Quality Act
(CEQA - Public Resources Code Section 21000 et seq.) and the State CEQA Guidelines (California Code of
Regulations Title 14, Section 15000 et seq.).
A Notice of Preparation and Initial Study, included as Appendix A of this Draft EIR, was circulated for public
review from April 4, 2019 to May 6, 2019. The Initial Study identified the following resource areas for
further evaluation in the EIR: air quality (including human health risk), cultural resources
(historical resources), energy, greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions, hazardous materials, land use and
planning, noise, transportation, and utilities. As a result, these resources are evaluated further in this
Draft EIR.
LAWA determined, through the analysis in the Initial Study (see Appendix A), that the proposed Project
would have no impact or less than significant impacts related to aesthetics, agriculture and forestry
resources, biological resources, cultural resources (archaeological resources), geology and soils, hydrology
and water quality, mineral resources, population and housing, public services, recreation, tribal cultural
resources, and wildfire; therefore, these topics are not analyzed further in this Draft EIR. Federal, state,
regional, and local agencies, as well as the public, were afforded the opportunity to comment on the
findings of the Initial Study through the 30-day scoping period associated with circulation of the Notice of
Preparation for this Draft EIR.

1.1

Summary of the Proposed Project

1.1.1

Project Overview

LAWA proposes to implement airfield, terminal, and landside roadway improvements at LAX as part of
LAWA’s continuing commitment to maintain LAX as a world-class airport. The proposed Project consists
of several primary elements, including airfield improvements that would enhance operational
management and safety within the north airfield, new terminal facilities to upgrade passenger processing
capabilities and enhance the passenger experience, and an improved system of roadways to better access
the Central Terminal Area (CTA) and new facilities while reducing congestion.

1.1.2

Project Location

As shown in Figure 1-1, the Project is located within the City of Los Angeles, at LAX on LAWA property.
The Project is located within the LAX Plan area of the City of Los Angeles, which is in the County of
Los Angeles. LAX is the primary airport for the greater Los Angeles area, encompassing approximately
3,800 acres, and is situated at the western edge of the City of Los Angeles. The proposed Project
improvement sites are located within the northern and eastern portions of LAX (Figure 1-2). These sites
consist of highly-developed land within and adjacent to a busy international airport. In the LAX vicinity,
the community of Westchester is located to the north, the City of El Segundo is to the south, the City of
Inglewood and unincorporated portions of Los Angeles County are to the east, and the Pacific Ocean lies
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to the west. Regional access to LAX is provided by Interstate 105 (I-105), which runs east-west and is
located adjacent to LAX on the south, and the San Diego Freeway (Interstate 405 or I-405), which runs
north-south and is located east of LAX. Major roadways serving LAX include Sepulveda Boulevard, Century
Boulevard, Imperial Highway, and Lincoln Boulevard.

1.1.3

Project Objectives

Section 15124(b) of the State CEQA Guidelines states that the Project Description shall contain “[a]
statement of the objectives sought by the proposed project.” In addition, Section 15124(b) of the State
CEQA Guidelines further states, “[t]he statement of objectives should include the underlying purpose of
the project and may discuss the project benefits.”
The underlying purpose of the LAX Airfield and Terminal Modernization Project is to support the ongoing
modernization of LAX, to provide excellent passenger service, to support the economic growth and
prosperity of the Los Angeles region, and to work closely with neighboring communities to reduce
airport-related impacts. The proposed Project would support the ongoing modernization of LAX by
enhancing the safety and operational management of the airfield, particularly as related to runway exits;
providing a new concourse and terminal to improve the quality of the passenger experience and efficiency
of passenger processing; and improving the roadway system to better route airport-related traffic away
from the public roads that serve the community. These improvements would help LAX to prepare early
for the continued aviation growth that is projected by LAWA, the Southern California Association of
Governments (SCAG), and the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) to occur at LAX over the next several
decades. Additionally, the nature and timing of improvements included in the proposed Project are
integral to Los Angeles’ plans to host the 2028 Olympic and Paralympic Games, with LAX serving as the
main portal for athletes, dignitaries, and visitors from around the world.
The Project objectives for the LAX Airfield and Terminal Modernization Project that support the underlying
purpose are:


Airfield Improvements - Enhance the safety and operational management of the LAX airfield while
working within the limits of the existing 4-runway system (i.e., do not add or relocate runways).
Specifically, the proposed airfield improvements seek to:








Enhance safety of the north airfield complex
Reconfigure north airfield taxiway and runway exits and intersections to meet current FAA
design standards
Maintain or enhance airfield operational management
Provide additional flexibility for management of aircraft movements on the airfield

Terminal Improvements – Provide for new modern, spacious, and efficient terminal facilities that
support the ability to accommodate the projected future growth in passenger levels at LAX and
do so in a manner that offers high-quality passenger service and operational flexibility.
Specifically, the proposed terminal improvements seek to:






Improve passenger experience, increase airlines’ efficiency, and reduce busing activity on the
airfield through the removal and replacement of most of the West Remote Gates and the
elimination of the associated busing of passengers
Improve international and domestic passenger processing capabilities
Improve immigration and customs processes for international passengers arriving at LAX
Provide additional connections to the previously-approved Automated People Mover (APM)
system currently under construction
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Roadway System Improvements – In conjunction with providing landside (vehicle) access to the
proposed new Terminal 9, develop a comprehensive network of roadway system improvements
that will help separate and remove airport-related traffic from the local roadway system.
Specifically, the proposed roadway system improvements seek to:














Provide connections to adjacent terminals that will allow passengers to move between
terminals without having to go back through security screening

Reduce airport traffic back-ups onto public streets and surrounding neighborhoods, including,
but not limited to, existing airport-related traffic congestion on Sepulveda Boulevard,
especially near the entrance to the tunnel
Integrate the proposed roadway system improvements, including landside access to
Terminal 9, with the approved LAX Landside Access Modernization Program improvements
Simplify driver wayfinding, reduce decision points, and provide more distance for
maneuvering
Reduce concentration of traffic and roadway facilities at and around the Century
Boulevard/Sepulveda Boulevard/CTA interchange area
Support access to the Intermodal Transportation Facility (ITF) West that is linked with the
APM system, which will encourage use of those facilities and reduce vehicle miles traveled
(VMT)
Develop an APM station to provide access to the future APM system for passengers and
employees of the proposed Terminal 9, as well as other LAX passengers and employees
(e.g., flight crews) that utilize hotel facilities nearby, which can help to reduce VMT

Additional Objectives







1.1.4

Generate business development, employment opportunities, and economic activity that
draws from the local workforce and benefits the communities located around LAX and the
City of Los Angeles
Maintain airport operations during construction
Implement airport improvements in a sustainable manner that considers the total cost of
ownership, including financial, environmental, and social costs
Complete construction of the proposed Project prior to the 2028 Olympic and Paralympic
Games to be held in Los Angeles

Project Characteristics

The main elements of the proposed Project include airfield improvements, concourse and terminal
improvements, and landside roadway improvements. Figure 1-3 delineates the nature and locations of
the specific improvements.
The proposed Project includes the following elements:







Taxiway D Extension West
Runway 6L-24R Exits
Concourse 0
Terminal 9
Removal and replacement of 15 of the 18 West Remote Gates
Roadway System
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The proposed westerly extension of Taxiway D would extend Taxiway D from Taxiway P to Taxiway E17
and include relocation of the westerly portion of Vehicle Service Road E. This would improve airfield
operational management by segregating eastbound and westbound taxiing aircraft on Taxiway D and
Taxiway E (currently the full length of Runway 6R‐24L). In addition, the Taxiway D extension would be
designed to meet Airplane Design Group (ADG) Group VI separation standards from Taxiway E and the
Vehicle Service Road, allowing ADG VI aircraft to use the Taxiway D extension instead of Taxiway E to
avoid operational restrictions during ADG VI arrival and departure operations on Runway 6R‐24L. The
extension of Taxiway D to the west would require the removal of nine existing west remote passenger
gates (described below).
The proposed Project includes the construction of new acute‐angled exits on Runway 6L‐24R that would
cross Runway 6R‐24L outside the high‐energy zones. The improvements include two new exits for West
Flow conditions (i.e., for Runway 24R when aircraft are arriving in a westward direction, which is the
majority of time at LAX) and two new exits for East Flow conditions (i.e., for Runway 6L when aircraft are
arriving in an eastward direction). The construction of new exits that would cross outside the high‐energy
zones would be accompanied by the removal or decommissioning of the existing exits that cross the
high‐energy zones (i.e., existing Taxiways Y and Z). The new West Flow exits on Runway 24R would be
located between Taxiways AA and the to‐be‐demolished Taxiway Z, and the new East Flow exits on
Runway 6L would be located east and west of Taxiway W. In conjunction with the safety benefits of
relocating runway exits outside of the high‐energy zones, the new acute‐angled exits would curve to
provide crossings that are perpendicular to Runway 6R‐24L, as opposed to the existing exits that cross
Runway 6R‐24L at an acute angle. Perpendicular crossings have safety benefits by providing pilots in
arriving aircraft a better line of vision, allowing them to look down Runway 6R‐24L for possible departing
aircraft.
Concourse 0 is planned as a concourse facility, with up to 11 narrowbody aircraft gates that would attach
to, and extend to the east of, Terminal 1. The new gates at Concourse 0, along with the new gates at
Terminal 9, would serve to replace most of the existing West Remote Gates, as further described below.
The two westernmost gates at Concourse 0 would replace the two easternmost existing gates at Terminal
1, resulting in a net increase of up to nine new narrowbody gates.1 Concourse 0 would consist of up to
seven levels, including four levels for the proposed concourse/passenger operations and potentially three
additional levels of office space that LAWA is considering as an option. There would be a total floor area
of up to 745,000 square feet for concourse/passenger operations, and potentially up to an additional
318,000 square feet of office space used for administrative purposes. Concourse 0 would serve both
domestic and international flights. International operations would be supported with sterile2 circulation
for international arrivals, a fully contained U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) Federal Inspection
Services (FIS) area, international baggage claim, and a sterile bus drop‐off platform for passenger busing
operations, if needed. Passengers arriving at or departing from Concourse 0 would process or transfer
through Terminal 1 and/or the future Terminal 1.5.3 There would be no curbside access at Concourse 0

1

2

3

Concourse 0 could accommodate up to five widebody aircraft and three narrowbody aircraft, instead of 11 narrowbody aircraft,
using the same gates and passenger boarding bridges available for 11 narrowbody aircraft; however, because the primary operator
at Concourse 0 is expected to be Southwest Airlines, which currently only has narrowbody aircraft in its fleet, the primary use of
the subject facility is anticipated to be for narrowbody aircraft.
“Sterile” areas are circulation (i.e., corridors) or holding areas that are restricted to cleared passengers. Sterile areas may be secured
with access control solutions that include automatic alarms, closed‐circuit television (CCTV) cameras, staffed personnel, and
directional signage. CBP maintains sterility to prevent mixing of cleared and uncleared passengers, as well as the potential for
contraband exchange.
Terminal 1.5 is a facility currently under construction west of Terminal 1 and east of Terminal 2. Terminal 1.5 will include passenger
and baggage screening, ticketing, and baggage claim facilities in support of existing operations within Terminals 1 and 2; a secure
passenger connection (i.e., enclosed/controlled corridor) between existing Terminals 1 and 2; and office and support space.
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(i.e., no drop‐off or pick‐up curb for passengers). Pedestrian access at Concourse 0 would be provided
through Terminal 1 on both the arrivals level and the departures level and through a vertical circulation
Terminal 1. This interface would connect to an APM station (the station and associated vertical circulation
core and elevated pedestrian walkway were previously approved as part of the LAX Landside Access
Modernization Program).4 Concourse 0 would require airfield improvements to support the facility,
including aircraft parking apron and taxiway improvements.
Terminal 9 is planned as a 12‐gate international and domestic terminal facility with capability to support
ADG VI operations using widebody aircraft. Alternatively, Terminal 9 could also accommodate up to
18 narrowbody aircraft at the same time, utilizing the same gates and passenger boarding bridges as
otherwise available for 12 widebody aircraft.5 Terminal 9 would primarily serve international flights, with
capabilities to also serve domestic flights. In light of current and anticipated future growth in international
flights to and from LAX, it is anticipated that Terminal 9 would be utilized primarily by widebody aircraft.
The new gates associated with Terminal 9, along with the gates associated with Concourse 0, would serve
to replace existing West Remote Gates that would be eliminated by the proposed westerly extension of
Taxiway D or otherwise decommissioned. The number of gates is discussed further below. Terminal 9
would be a 1,178,000‐square‐foot, independently operating, four‐level facility with a central passenger
processing core, a concourse that extends to the west of the core, a concourse that extends to the east
of the core, and a pedestrian connector to Terminal 8. All of the necessary passenger processing functions
would be provided within Terminal 9. Terminal 9 would serve both domestic and international flights.
International operations would be supported with sterile circulation for international arrivals, a fully
contained CBP FIS area, international baggage claim, and both a secure (domestic) and a sterile
(international) bus curb for passenger busing operations, if needed. Development of the connector
between Terminals 8 and 9 would require construction of a vertical circulation core at the westerly end
of the connector, which would require some modifications within Terminal 8 at the interface with the new
vertical circulation core (specifically, a portion of the face of Terminal 8 would be opened so that various
interior levels of the vertical core can be connected with the respective interior levels of Terminal 8).
Terminal 9 would require airfield improvements to support the facility, including aircraft parking apron
and taxiway improvements.
As indicated above, the westward extension of Taxiway D would result in the removal of nine West
Remote Gates. As part of the proposed Project, although not required due to the extension of Taxiway D,
an additional six West Remote Gates would be decommissioned. These 15 West Remote Gates would be
replaced by the new gates associated with Concourse 0 and Terminal 9. With implementation of the
proposed Project, 15 of the existing 18 West Remote Gates would no longer be used for
regularly‐scheduled commercial flights. The three remaining West Remote Gates would be retained to
provide operational flexibility, such as for intermittent use if needed during peak surges in activity, if
several CTA gates are out of service for maintenance, or for special flights requiring additional security
and special logistics (e.g., Air Force One). The number of gates associated with the West Remote Gates
area, Concourse 0, and Terminal 9 under existing conditions and with implementation of the proposed
Project is provided in Table 1‐1. Concourse 0 is proposed as an 11‐gate concourse facility, at which

4

5

City of Los Angeles, Los Angeles World Airports, Final Environmental Impact Report for Los Angeles International Airport (LAX)
Landside Access Modernization Program, (SCH 2015021014), Section 2.4.1.2.2. ‐ Stations, Pedestrian Walkways, and Vertical
Circulation Cores, February 2017. Available: https://www.lawa.org/en/connectinglax/automated‐people‐mover/documents.
Terminal 9 is proposed to include a Multiple Aircraft Ramp System (MARS) to provide LAWA with the operational flexibility to serve
multiple aircraft fleet‐mixes over time. The gates at Terminal 9 could accommodate up to 12 wide‐body aircraft, or up to 18
narrowbody aircraft, or various combinations thereof.
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11 narrowbody aircraft could utilize all of those gates at the same time. Alternatively, Concourse 0 could
also accommodate up to five widebody aircraft and three narrowbody aircraft at the same time, utilizing
the same gates and passenger boarding bridges as otherwise available for 11 narrowbody aircraft. It is
anticipated that Southwest Airlines would be the primary operator of Concourse 0 for the foreseeable
future, and Southwest Airlines currently only has narrowbody aircraft in its fleet.
Table 1-1
West Remote Gates and Passenger Gates with Implementation of Concourse 0 and Terminal 9
Future Conditions with
Proposed Project

Existing Conditions

Location
West Remote Gates
Concourse

01, 2

Terminal 93
Total

Remote
Gates

Contact
Gates

Total
Gates

Remote
Gates

Contact
Gates

Total
Gates

Net
Change in
Gates

18

0

18

3

0

3

-15

0

0

0

0

6-9

6-9

6-9

0

0

0

0

12 - 18

12 - 18

12 - 18

18

0

18

3

18 - 27

21 - 30

3 - 12

Source: LAWA, 2019.
Notes:
1
Passenger gates at Concourse 0 reflect net new gates. As described in Section 2.4.2.1, two of the new gates at Concourse
0 would replace two existing gates at Terminal 1 that would be removed as a result of Concourse 0.
2
As described in Section 2.4.2.1, Concourse 0 could accommodate up to 11 narrowbody aircraft or up to five widebody
aircraft along with three narrowbody aircraft. As such, the number of net new gates, with the loss of two existing gates at
Terminal 1, would be between six and nine.
3
As described in Section 2.4.2.2, Terminal 9 could accommodate up to 12 widebody aircraft or up to 18 narrowbody aircraft.
As such, the number of new gates would be between 12 and 18.

Similar to the descriptions above of Concourse 0 and Terminal 9, the existing West Remote Gates currently
can be used by a combination of narrowbody and widebody aircraft, depending on needs at the time. The
accounting of gates associated with Concourse 0, Terminal 9, and the West Remote Gates depends on
their utilization by aircraft type, in terms of narrowbody aircraft or widebody aircraft, which can vary over
time, even during the course of the day. The gate counts presented in Table 1-1 are based on the
anticipated predominant use of the gates.
The proposed Project would include arrival and departure roadways and a parking facility to support the
Terminal 9 passenger facility, along with new roadway segments that would improve vehicle access to,
and egress from, the existing CTA. As part of these improvements, certain segments of existing roadways
near Century Boulevard and Sepulveda Boulevard would be demolished. The landside improvement plan
would also include construction of a seventh APM station at Terminal 9 on the previously approved LAX
APM line, as well as construction of a pedestrian corridor between Terminals 8 and 9 that would bridge
across Sepulveda Boulevard. The proposed roadway system would improve overall access to and from the
CTA, and would serve Terminal 9, with a combination of segments that are elevated or at-grade, with
connecting ramps.
The proposed Project would also include various other elements to support the primary project
components, including:




Utilities infrastructure, both new and modified to support the proposed Project, including
domestic water, fire water, reclaimed water, electrical and communication systems, natural gas
and fuel systems, and stormwater and wastewater systems
Land acquisition, subdivision of parcels, and/or other reconfiguration of parcels, dedications and
vacations of public rights-of-way
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Building design and construction features in accordance with LAWA’s Sustainable Design and
Construction Policy, which requires that new buildings be designed to achieve a minimum of the
United States Green Building Council’s Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED®)
Silver certification. 6
Enabling projects to allow construction of the proposed Project, including utility relocation and
demolition of certain existing facilities
Streetscape improvements and public street improvements, including sidewalks, curbs
and gutters

The elements of the proposed Project are shown in Figure 1-3.

1.2

Purpose of this Draft EIR

Because the proposed Project may have a significant effect on the environment, CEQA requires
preparation of this Draft EIR. LAWA has undertaken this Draft EIR for the following purposes, as required
by CEQA:










To evaluate the potentially significant environmental effects associated with the implementation
of the proposed Project;
To indicate the manner in which those significant impacts can be avoided or substantially
lessened;
To identify any significant and unavoidable adverse impacts that cannot be mitigated;
To identify a reasonable range of potentially feasible alternatives to the proposed Project that
would attain most of the Project objectives and eliminate any significant adverse environmental
impacts or substantially lessen any of the significant effects;
To inform the general public, the local community, and responsible trustee, State, and federal
agencies of the nature of the proposed Project, its potentially significant environmental effects,
feasible mitigation measures to mitigate those effects, and a reasonable range of potentially
feasible alternatives;
To enable LAWA decision-makers to consider the environmental consequences of the proposed
Project and make findings regarding each significant effect that is identified; and
To facilitate any responsible agencies in issuing permits and approvals for the proposed Project.

Prior to approving the proposed Project, LAWA would be required to certify the EIR. Upon certification,
the EIR would serve as the environmental document for LAWA and would be used as a basis for decisions
on implementation of the proposed Project. Other agencies may also use this EIR in their review and
approval processes.
This Draft EIR was prepared in accordance with Section 15151 of the State CEQA Guidelines, which defines
the standards for EIR adequacy as follows:
An EIR should be prepared with a sufficient degree of analysis to provide decision makers
with information which enables them to make a decision which intelligently takes account
of environmental consequences. An evaluation of the environmental effects of a proposed
project need not be exhaustive, but the sufficiency of an EIR is to be reviewed in the light of
what is reasonably feasible. Disagreement among experts does not make an EIR inadequate,
but the EIR should summarize the main points of disagreement among the experts. The
6

City of Los Angeles, Los Angeles World Airports, LAWA Sustainable Design and Construction Policy, September 7, 2017. Available:
https://www.lawa.org/-/media/lawa-web/tenants411/file/lawa-sustainable-design-and-construction-policy.ashx.
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courts have looked not for perfection, but for adequacy, completeness, and good faith
effort at full disclosure.

1.3

Organization of this Draft EIR

This Draft EIR follows the preparation and content guidance provided by CEQA and the State CEQA
Guidelines. Listed below is a summary of the contents of each chapter of this report.

Chapter 1 – Introduction and Executive Summary
This chapter provides a summary of the proposed Project, CEQA compliance requirements, an overview
of the report organization, and a discussion of areas of controversy known to LAWA and issues to be
resolved. Also included is a summary of the environmental analysis, including impacts and mitigation
measures, and identification of the environmentally superior alternative.

Chapter 2 – Description of the Proposed Project
Chapter 2 presents the location of the proposed Project, the objectives of the proposed Project, and a
description of the elements, enabling projects, and construction schedule of the proposed Project. In
addition, Chapter 2 identifies the intended use of the EIR and the approvals required for implementation
of the proposed Project.

Chapter 3 – Overview of Project Setting
Chapter 3 provides an overview of the existing land use, environmental, and development setting related
to the proposed Project area and the environmental resources evaluated in Chapter 4, Environmental
Impact Analysis, of this EIR. This chapter also describes other projects at and immediately adjacent to LAX
that, in conjunction with the proposed Project, need to be considered in order to assess cumulative
impacts.

Chapter 4 – Environmental Impact Analysis
The introductory section of Chapter 4 describes the analytical framework for the environmental review of
the proposed Project. The remaining sections of the chapter provide detailed analysis of the potential
environmental impacts of the proposed Project:


Section 4.1















Section 4.1.1 Air Quality
Section 4.1.2 Human Health Risk

Section 4.2
Section 4.3
Section 4.4
Section 4.5
Section 4.6
Section 4.7


Air Quality and Human Health Risk

Cultural Resources (Historical Resources)
Energy
Greenhouse Gas Emissions
Hazardous Materials
Land Use and Planning
Noise

Section 4.7.1 Aircraft Noise
Section 4.7.2 Roadway Traffic Noise
Section 4.7.3 Construction Traffic and Equipment Noise and Vibration

Section 4.8

Transportation
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Section 4.9



Utilities

Section 4.9.1 Water Supply
Section 4.9.2 Wastewater Generation

For each environmental resource, the individual sections describe: methodology used in the impact
analysis; existing conditions; thresholds of significance; environmental impacts (construction and
operation) that would result from the proposed Project; applicable mitigation measures that would
eliminate or reduce significant impacts, if warranted; cumulative impacts; and the level of significance of
impacts after mitigation.

Chapter 5 – Alternatives
As required by CEQA, Chapter 5 identifies and evaluates a range of potentially feasible alternatives that
may avoid or substantially reduce any significant effects of the proposed Project.

Chapter 6 – Other Environmental Considerations
Chapter 6 includes a discussion of issues required by CEQA that are not covered in Chapter 4. These
include unavoidable significant impacts, irreversible environmental changes, growth inducing impacts,
and the impacts of the proposed Project determined to be less than significant.

Chapter 7 – List of Preparers, Organizations and Persons Consulted, List of
Acronyms, and List of References
Chapter 7 provides the following: a list of the individuals from the City of Los Angeles and contractors that
performed key roles in the preparation and development of this Draft EIR; a list of agencies and
organizations who were consulted in the preparation of this Draft EIR; a list of acronyms used in this Draft
EIR; and the bibliography of documents used in the preparation of this Draft EIR.
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic and social distancing recommendations, documents listed in Section 7.2,
List of References, of Chapter 7 are available for public inspection upon request by contacting LAWA’s
Environmental Planning Division at LAXPlanning@lawa.org or (800) 919-3766.

Appendices
The appendices present data supporting the analysis contained in the Draft EIR. The appendices in this
Draft EIR include:







Appendix A – Notice of Preparation/Scoping
Appendix B – Activity Forecasts and Operational Analyses
Appendix C – Air Quality, Human Health Risk Assessment, Greenhouse Gas Emissions, and Energy
Appendix D – Historic Resources Technical Report
Appendix E – Hazardous Materials
Appendix F – Noise







Appendix F.1 – Aircraft Noise Analysis Technical Report
Appendix F.2 – Roadway Traffic Noise Analysis Technical Report
Appendix F.3 – Construction Equipment Noise Analysis Technical Report

Appendix G – Transportation
Appendix H – Water Supply Assessment
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1.4

Summary of Environmental Impacts

Table 1-2 summarizes the environmental impacts from construction and operation of the proposed
Project for each of the nine resource topics analyzed in Chapter 4, Environmental Impact Analysis, of this
Draft EIR. Included in the summary for each topic are: an overview of the environmental impact; the
determination of whether the impact is significant; an indication of applicable mitigation, including the
mitigation measure(s) reference number(s) (see relevant sections in Chapter 4 for complete mitigation
measure descriptions); and the level of impact significance after mitigation.
Table 1-2
Summary of Potential Impacts and Mitigation Measures Associated with the Proposed Project
Environmental
Impacts

Impact
Determination

Mitigation
Measures

Level of Significance
After Mitigation

Construction:
Significant (oxides of
nitrogen [NOX])
Significant (carbon
monoxide [CO], volatile
organic compounds [VOC],
sulfur dioxide [SOX]; shortterm – approx. 4.5
months)1

Construction:
MM-AQ/GHG (ATMP)-1.
Rock Crushing Operations.
MM-AQ/GHG (ATMP)-2.
Use of Renewable Diesel
Fuel.
MM-C (ATMP)-1.
Construction Mitigation
Oversight.

Construction:
Significant and
Unavoidable (NOX)
Significant and
Unavoidable (CO, VOC,
SOX; short-term – approx.
4.5 months)1

Operations:
Not Applicable

Operations:
Not Applicable

Operations:
Not Applicable

Impact 4.1.1-2: Operation of
the proposed Project would
result in estimated
incremental increases in
operations-related emissions
that are greater than the
daily mass emission
thresholds established by
SCAQMD. This would be a
significant and unavoidable
impact for operations.

Construction:
Not Applicable

Construction:
Not Applicable

Construction:
Not Applicable

Operations:
Significant
(NOX, SOX, PM10, PM2.5)

Operations:
MM-AQ/GHG (ATMP)-3.
Parking Cool Roof.
MM-AQ/GHG (ATMP)-4.
EV Charging Infrastructure.
MM-AQ/GHG (ATMP)-5.
Electric Vehicle
Purchasing.
MM-AQ/GHG (ATMP)-6.
Solar Energy Technology.
MM-T (ATMP)-1.
Vehicle Miles Traveled
(VMT) Reduction Program.

Operations:
Significant and
Unavoidable
(NOX, SOX, PM10, PM2.5)

Impact 4.1.1-3: Construction
of the proposed Project
would result in estimated
incremental ambient
concentrations due to
construction-related
emissions that would be less
than the concentration
thresholds established by
SCAQMD. This would be a
less than significant impact
for construction.

Construction:
Less than Significant

No mitigation is required

Construction:
Less than Significant

Air Quality
Impact 4.1.1-1: Construction
of the proposed Project
would result in estimated
incremental increases in
construction-related
emissions that are greater
than the daily mass emission
thresholds established by
South Coast Air Quality
Management District
(SCAQMD). This would be a
significant and unavoidable
impact for construction.

Operations:
Not Applicable

Los Angeles International Airport
October 2020
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Table 1-2
Summary of Potential Impacts and Mitigation Measures Associated with the Proposed Project
Environmental
Impacts
Impact 4.1.1-4: Operation of
the proposed Project would
result in estimated
incremental ambient
concentrations due to
operations-related emissions
that would be greater than
the concentration thresholds
established by SCAQMD.
This would be a significant
and unavoidable impact for
operations.

Impact
Determination

Mitigation
Measures

Level of Significance
After Mitigation

Construction:
Not Applicable

Construction:
Not Applicable

Construction:
Not Applicable

Operations:
Significant (PM10)

Operations:
MM-AQ/GHG (ATMP)-3.
Parking Cool Roof.
MM-AQ/GHG (ATMP)-4.
EV Charging Infrastructure.
MM-AQ/GHG (ATMP)-5.
Electric Vehicle
Purchasing.
MM-AQ/GHG (ATMP)-6.
Solar Energy Technology.
MM-T (ATMP)-1.
Vehicle Miles
Traveled (VMT) Reduction
Program.

Operations:
Significant and
Unavoidable (PM10)

Construction:
Less than Significant

Construction:
No mitigation is required

Construction:
Less than Significant

Operations:
Less than Significant

Operations:
No mitigation is required

Operations:
Less than Significant

Impact 4.1.2-2: The
proposed Project would not
result in a cancer burden
greater than, or equal to
0.5 excess cancer cases in
areas within the greater
than 1 in 1 million zone of
impact. This would be a less
than significant impact for
construction and operations.

Construction:
Less than Significant

Construction:
No mitigation is required

Construction:
Less than Significant

Operations:
Less than Significant

Operations:
No mitigation is required

Operations:
Less than Significant

Impact 4.1.2-3: The
proposed Project would not
result in a total incremental
chronic hazard index (HI)
greater than, or equal to, 1
for any target organ system
at any receptor location.
This would be a less than
significant impact for
construction and operations.

Construction:
Less than Significant

Construction:
No mitigation is required

Construction:
Less than Significant

Operations:
Less than Significant

Operations:
No mitigation is required

Operations:
Less than Significant

Human Health Risk
Impact 4.1.2-1: The
proposed Project would not
increase incremental cancer
risk greater than, or equal
to, 10 in 1 million (10 x 10-6)
for potentially exposed offairport workers, residents,
or school children. This
would be a less than
significant impact for
construction and operations.

Los Angeles International Airport
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Table 1-2
Summary of Potential Impacts and Mitigation Measures Associated with the Proposed Project
Environmental
Impacts

Impact
Determination

Mitigation
Measures

Level of Significance
After Mitigation

Impact 4.1.2-4: The
proposed Project would not
result in a total incremental
acute HI greater than, or
equal to, 1 for any target
organ system at any
receptor location. This
would be a less than
significant impact for
construction and operations.

Construction:
Less than Significant

Construction:
No mitigation is required

Construction:
Less than Significant

Operations:
Less than Significant

Operations:
No mitigation is required

Operations:
Less than Significant

Impact 4.1.2-5: The
proposed Project would not
result in an exceedance of
Permissible Exposure Limits Time Weighted Average or
Threshold Limit Values for
workers. This would be a
less than significant impact
for construction and
operations.

Construction:
Less than Significant

Construction:
No mitigation is required

Construction:
Less than Significant

Operations:

Operations:
No mitigation is required

Operations:

No mitigation is required

Construction:
Less than Significant

Less than Significant

Less than Significant

Cultural Resources (Historical Resources)
Impact 4.2-1:
Implementation of the
proposed Project would not
cause a substantial adverse
change in the significance of
a historical resource
pursuant to State CEQA
Guidelines Section 15064.5.
This would be a less than
significant impact for
construction and operations.

Construction:
Less than Significant
Operations:
Less than Significant

Operations:
Less than Significant

Energy
Impact 4.3-1: The proposed
Project would not result in a
potentially significant
environmental impact due
to wasteful, inefficient, or
unnecessary consumption of
energy resources during
project construction or
operations. As such, this
would be a less than
significant impact for
construction and operations.

Less than Significant

No mitigation is required

Less than Significant

Impact 4.3-2: The proposed
Project would not conflict
with or obstruct a state or
local plan for renewable
energy or energy efficiency.
As such, there would be no
impact for construction and
operations.

No Impact

No mitigation is required

No Impact

Los Angeles International Airport
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Table 1-2
Summary of Potential Impacts and Mitigation Measures Associated with the Proposed Project
Environmental
Impacts

Impact
Determination

Mitigation
Measures

Level of Significance
After Mitigation

Greenhouse Gas Emissions
Impact 4.4-1: Construction
and operation of the
proposed Project would
generate GHGs, directly and
indirectly, that may have a
significant impact on the
environment. This would be
a significant and
unavoidable impact for
construction and operations.

Impact 4.4-2: Construction
and operation of the
proposed Project would
conflict with applicable
plans, policies, or regulations
adopted for the purpose of
reducing the emissions of
GHGs. This would be a
significant and unavoidable
impact for construction and
operations.

Construction and
operations combined:
Significant

Construction:
MM-AQ/GHG (ATMP)- 1.
Rock Crushing Operations.
MM-AQ/GHG (ATMP)-2.
Use of Renewable Diesel
Fuel.
MM-GHG (ATMP)-1.
Demolition Waste.
MM-C (ATMP)-1.
Construction Mitigation
Oversight.
Operations:
MM-AQ/GHG (ATMP)-3.
Parking Cool Roof.
MM-AQ/GHG (ATMP)-4.
EV Charging Infrastructure.
MM-AQ/GHG (ATMP)-5.
Electric Vehicle
Purchasing.
MM-AQ/GHG (ATMP)-6.
Solar Energy Technology.
MM-GHG (ATMP)-2.
Organic Waste Collection
and Diversion.
MM-GHG (ATMP)-3.
Green Procurement.
MM-GHG (ATMP)-4.
Enhanced Recycling.
MM-GHG (ATMP)-5.
Landscaping Water.
MM-T (ATMP)-1.
Vehicle Miles Traveled
(VMT) Reduction Program.
Construction:
MM-AQ/GHG (ATMP)-1.
Rock Crushing Operations.
MM-AQ/GHG (ATMP)-2.
Use of Renewable Diesel
Fuel.
MM-GHG (ATMP)-1.
Demolition Waste.
MM-C (ATMP)-1.
Construction Mitigation
Oversight.

Construction and
operations GHG
combined:
Significant

Construction and
operations combined:
Significant and
Unavoidable

Construction and
operations combined:
Significant and
Unavoidable

Operations:
MM-AQ/GHG (ATMP)-3.
Parking Cool Roof.
MM-AQ/GHG (ATMP)-4.
EV Charging Infrastructure.

Los Angeles International Airport
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Table 1-2
Summary of Potential Impacts and Mitigation Measures Associated with the Proposed Project
Environmental
Impacts

Impact
Determination

Cumulative impacts:
Construction and operation
of the proposed Project
would result in an
incremental increase in GHG
emissions. This would be a
cumulatively considerable
contribution for construction
and operations.

Construction and
operations combined:
Cumulatively considerable

Mitigation
Measures
MM-AQ/GHG (ATMP)-5.
Electric Vehicle
Purchasing.
MM-AQ/GHG (ATMP)-6.
Solar Energy Technology.
MM-GHG (ATMP)-2.
Organic Waste Collection
and Diversion.
MM-GHG (ATMP)-3.
Green Procurement.
MM-GHG (ATMP)-4.
Enhanced Recycling.
MM-GHG (ATMP)-5.
Landscaping Water.
MM-T (ATMP)-1.
Vehicle Miles Traveled
(VMT) Reduction Program.
Construction:
MM-AQ/GHG (ATMP)-1.
Rock Crushing Operations.
MM-AQ/GHG (ATMP)-2.
Use of Renewable Diesel
Fuel.
MM-GHG (ATMP)-1.
Demolition Waste.
MM-C (ATMP)-1.
Construction Mitigation
Oversight.

Level of Significance
After Mitigation

Construction and
operations combined:
Cumulatively considerable

Operations:
MM-AQ/GHG (ATMP)-3.
Parking Cool Roof.
MM-AQ/GHG (ATMP)-4.
EV Charging Infrastructure.
MM-AQ/GHG (ATMP)-5.
Electric Vehicle
Purchasing.
MM-AQ/GHG (ATMP)-6.
Solar Energy Technology.
MM-GHG (ATMP)-2.
Organic Waste Collection
and Diversion.
MM-GHG (ATMP)-3.
Green Procurement.
MM-GHG (ATMP)-4.
Enhanced Recycling.
MM-GHG (ATMP)-5.
Landscaping Water.
MM-T (ATMP)-1.
Vehicle Miles Traveled
(VMT) Reduction Program.
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Table 1-2
Summary of Potential Impacts and Mitigation Measures Associated with the Proposed Project
Environmental
Impacts

Impact
Determination

Mitigation
Measures

Level of Significance
After Mitigation

Hazardous Materials
Impact 4.5-1: The proposed
Project would not create a
significant hazard to the
public or the environment
through reasonably
foreseeable upset and
accident conditions involving
the release of hazardous
materials into the
environment associated with
existing soil and/or
groundwater contamination
remediation activities. This
would result in a less than
significant impact for
construction and no impact
for operations.

Construction:
Less than Significant

Construction:
No mitigation is required

Construction:
Less than Significant

Operations:
No Impact

Operations:
No mitigation is required

Operations:
No impact

Impact 4.5-2: Although the
proposed Project would be
located on sites which are
included on a list of
hazardous materials sites
compiled pursuant to
Government Code Section
65962.5 or other
government databases, the
Project would not create a
significant hazard to the
public or the environment.
This would result in a less
than significant impact for
construction and no impact
for operations.

Construction:
Less than Significant

Construction:
No mitigation is required

Construction:
Less than Significant

Operations:
No Impact

Operations:
No mitigation is required

Operations:
No impact

Less than Significant

No mitigation is required

Less than Significant

Land Use and Planning
Impact 4.6-1:
Implementation of the
proposed Project would not
conflict with land use plans,
policies, or regulations
adopted for the purpose of
avoiding or mitigating an
environmental effect. This
would be a less than
significant impact for
construction and operations.

Los Angeles International Airport
October 2020

1-19

Airfield and Terminal Modernization Project
Draft EIR

Chapter 1 • Introduction and Executive Summary

Table 1-2
Summary of Potential Impacts and Mitigation Measures Associated with the Proposed Project
Environmental
Impacts
Aircraft Noise
Impact 4.7.1-1 (65 CNEL
Contours): Implementation
of the proposed Project
would generate aircraft
noise that would increase
noise levels at exterior use
areas of noise-sensitive uses
that would be newly
exposed to 65 CNEL or
above during construction
(for a 4.5-month period) and
operations, as compared to
baseline conditions. This
would be a significant
impact for construction and
operations.
Impact 4.7.1-2 (1.5 dBA
Increase in 65 CNEL
Contours): Implementation
of the proposed Project
could cause a temporary
construction-related
increase in aircraft noise
levels of 1.5 dBA or more in
areas where noise-sensitive
uses are already exposed to
the 65 CNEL contour or
above compared to baseline
conditions. Project
implementation would not
result in a 1.5 dBA increase
within the 65 CNEL contour
during operations. This
would be a significant
impact for construction and
a less than significant
impact for operations.
Impact 4.7.1-3 (Classroom
Learning): Implementation
of the proposed Project
would not cause a
substantial increase in the
amount of time that aircraftinduced noise would affect
classroom learning, as
compared baseline
conditions, during
construction or operations.
This would be a less than
significant impact for
construction and operations.

Impact
Determination

Mitigation
Measures

Level of Significance
After Mitigation

Construction:
Significant (short-term,
approximately 4.5
months)1

Construction:
No feasible mitigation is
available.

Operations:
Significant

Operations:
MM-AN (ATMP)-1.
Sound Insulation
Programs.

Construction:
Significant (short-term,
approximately 4.5
months)1

Construction:
No feasible mitigation is
available.

Construction:
Significant and
unavoidable (short-term,
approximately 4.5
months)1

Operations:
Less than Significant

Operations:
No mitigation is required

Operations:
Less than Significant

Construction:
Less than Significant

Construction:
No mitigation is required

Construction:
Less than Significant

Operations:
Less than Significant

Operations:
No mitigation is required

Operations:
Less than Significant
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Table 1-2
Summary of Potential Impacts and Mitigation Measures Associated with the Proposed Project
Environmental
Impacts

Impact
Determination

Mitigation
Measures

Level of Significance
After Mitigation

Roadway Traffic Noise
Impact 4.7.2-1: Future
roadway traffic associated
with proposed Project
operations would not cause
existing ambient noise levels
at noise-sensitive uses to
increase by more than the
allowable limits. This would
result in a less than
significant impact for
operations.

Operations:
Less than Significant

Operations:
No mitigation is required

Operations:
Less than Significant

Construction:
Not applicable

Construction:
Not applicable

Construction:
Not applicable

Impact 4.7.2-2: Future
roadway traffic associated
with proposed Project
operations would not cause
future noise levels in the
worst-hour to exceed
existing ambient noise levels
at noise-sensitive uses by 12
dBA or more. This would
result in a less than
significant impact for
operations.

Operations:
Less than Significant

Operations:
No mitigation is required

Operations:
Less than Significant

Construction:
Not applicable

Construction:
Not applicable

Construction:
Not applicable

Operations:
Less than Significant

Operations:
No mitigation is required

Operations:
Less than Significant

Construction:
Not applicable

Construction:
Not applicable

Construction:
Not applicable

Construction:
Less than Significant

Construction:
No mitigation is required

Construction:
Less than Significant

Operations:
Not Applicable

Operations:
Not Applicable

Operations:
Not Applicable

Impact 4.7.2-6: Combined
roadway traffic noise and
aircraft noise associated
with operation of the
proposed Project would not
cause ambient noise levels
at noise-sensitive uses to
increase by more than the
allowable limits. This would
result in a less than
significant impact for
operations.

Construction Traffic and Equipment Noise and Vibration
Impact 4.7.3-1: Construction
traffic would not cause
existing ambient noise levels
measured at the property
line of noise-sensitive uses
to increase by 3 dBA or more
in CNEL. This would result in
a less than significant
impact for construction.
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Table 1-2
Summary of Potential Impacts and Mitigation Measures Associated with the Proposed Project
Environmental
Impacts
Impact 4.7.3-2: Use of
construction equipment in
association with
construction activities would
exceed existing ambient
exterior noise levels by 5
dBA or more at noisesensitive uses. This would be
a significant impact for
construction.

Impact
Determination

Mitigation
Measures

Level of Significance
After Mitigation

Construction:
Significant

Construction:
MM-CN (ATMP)-1.
Construction Noise Control
Plan.
MM-CN (ATMP)-2.
Construction Scheduling.
MM-CN (ATMP)-3.
Construction Equipment.
MM-C (ATMP)-1.
Construction Mitigation
Oversight.

Construction:
Less than Significant

Operations:
Not Applicable

Operations:
Not Applicable

Operations:
Not Applicable

Impact 4.7.3-3:
Implementation of the
proposed Project would not
generate excessive groundborne vibration that would
exceed damage criteria. This
would be a less than
significant impact for
construction.

Construction:
Less than Significant

Construction:
No mitigation is required

Construction:
Less than Significant

Operations:
Not Applicable

Operations:
Not Applicable

Operations:
Not Applicable

Cumulative Impact: With
respect to construction
equipment noise,
implementation of the
proposed Project, in
conjunction with other
development projects,
would result in a significant
cumulative impact for
construction. The proposed
Project’s contribution to this
significant cumulative
impact would be
cumulatively considerable.
Cumulative construction
traffic noise and
construction vibration
impacts would be less than
significant.

Construction:
Cumulatively Significant

Construction:
MM-CN (ATMP)-1.
Construction Noise Control
Plan.
MM-CN (ATMP)-2.
Construction Scheduling.
MM-CN (ATMP)-3.
Construction Equipment.

Construction:
Less than Significant

Operations:
Not Applicable

Operations:
Not Applicable

Operations:
Not Applicable

Less than Significant

No mitigation is required

Less than Significant

Transportation
Impact 4.8-1: The proposed
Project would not conflict
with a plan, program,
ordinance, or policy
addressing the circulation
system that would result in a
significant impact to the
environment. This would be
a less than significant
impact.
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Table 1-2
Summary of Potential Impacts and Mitigation Measures Associated with the Proposed Project
Environmental
Impacts

Impact
Determination

Mitigation
Measures

Level of Significance
After Mitigation

Impact 4.8-2: The proposed
Project would generate VMT
per employee exceeding 15
percent below the Projected
Future Conditions Baseline
(2028) VMT per employee
(i.e., 20.4). This would be a
significant impact.

Significant

MM-T (ATMP)-1.
VMT Reduction Program.

Less than Significant

Impact 4.8-3: The proposed
Project would increase total
passenger VMT over the
Projected Future Conditions
Baseline (2028). This would
be a significant impact.

Significant

MM-T (ATMP)-1.
VMT Reduction Program.

Significant and
Unavoidable

Impact 4.8-4: The proposed
Project would induce
substantial additional VMT
compared to the Projected
Future Conditions Baseline
(2028). This would be a
significant impact.

Significant

No feasible direct
mitigation available. May
be able to use VMT
reduction credits from
excess, if any, employee
VMT reductions

Significant and
Unavoidable

Impact 4.8-5: The proposed
Project would not
substantially increase
hazards due to a geometric
design feature (e.g., sharp
curves or dangerous
intersections) or
incompatible uses. This
would be a less than
significant impact.

Less than Significant

No mitigation is required

Less than Significant

Impact 4.9.1-1: The
proposed Project would not
require or result in the
relocation or construction of
new or expanded water
facilities, the construction or
relocation of which could
cause significant
environmental effects. This
would be a less than
significant impact for
construction and operations.

Construction:
Less than Significant

No mitigation is required

Construction:
Less than Significant

Impact 4.9.1-2: The
proposed Project would
have sufficient water
supplies available to serve
the Project and reasonably
foreseeable future
development during normal,
dry, and multiple dry years.
This would be a less than
significant impact for
construction and operations.

Construction:
Less than Significant

Water Supply

Operations:
Less than Significant

Operations:
Less than Significant

Los Angeles International Airport
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Table 1-2
Summary of Potential Impacts and Mitigation Measures Associated with the Proposed Project
Environmental
Impacts

Impact
Determination

Mitigation
Measures

Level of Significance
After Mitigation

Wastewater Generation
Impact 4.9.2-1: The
proposed Project would not
require or result in the
relocation or construction of
new or expanded
wastewater treatment
facilities, the construction or
relocation of which could
cause significant
environmental effects. This
would be a less than
significant impact for
construction and operations.

Construction:
Less than Significant

Impact 4.9.2-2: The
proposed Project would not
exceed wastewater
treatment capacity due to
Project-related wastewater
treatment demand. There
would be no impact for
construction and operations.

Construction:
No Impact

No mitigation is required

Operations:
Less than Significant

Construction:
Less than Significant
Operations:
Less than Significant

No mitigation is required

Construction:
No Impact
Operations:
No Impact

Operations:
No Impact

Note:
1
Short-term impacts would result from temporary runway closures during construction.

1.4.1

Significant Unavoidable Impacts

Air Quality


Construction emissions (Project-related and cumulatively considerable contributions) of the
following pollutants:







Operational emissions (Project-related and cumulatively considerable contributions) of the
following pollutants:







Carbon monoxide (CO) (for two 4.5-month periods)
Volatile organic compounds (VOC) (for two 4.5-month periods)
Nitrogen oxides (NOX)
Sulfur oxides (SOX) (for two 4.5-month periods)

NOX
SOX
Respirable particulate matter (PM10)
Fine particulate matter (PM2.5)

Operational concentrations (Project-related and cumulatively considerable contributions) of the
following pollutants:


PM10

Los Angeles International Airport
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Greenhouse Gas Emissions




Net increase in GHG emissions from construction and operations, combined
Cumulatively considerable contribution to GHG emissions
Project-related inconsistency with plans/policies related to GHG emission reductions

Noise


Aircraft Noise


Construction
-



Increased noise levels at exterior use areas of noise-sensitive uses to 65 CNEL or above
(for two 4.5-month periods)
Temporary increase in aircraft noise levels of 1.5 dBA or more within the 65 CNEL contour
compared to baseline conditions (for two 4.5-month periods)

Operations
-

Increased noise levels at exterior use areas of noise-sensitive uses to 65 CNEL or above

Transportation




1.5

Passenger VMT
Short-term and Long-term induced VMT
Cumulatively considerable contribution to VMT impacts

Alternatives Evaluated in the Draft EIR

As further described in Chapter 5, Alternatives, the alternatives to the proposed Project evaluated in detail
in the Draft EIR are:
Alternative 1: No Project Alternative. Under the No Project Alternative, none of the improvements and
activities proposed for the LAX Airfield and Terminal Modernization Project would occur. It is expected
that the proposed Concourse 0 site would be used for surface parking (after the temporary taxi and
rideshare pick-up area, termed “LAX-it”, is decommissioned), which was its use prior to implementation
of LAX-it, because the site is already configured to accommodate vehicle entry, parking, and egress, and
had a high utilization rate for parking. Under the No Project Alternative, the Terminal 9 site would
continue to be used for airport-related uses (commuter aircraft operations and gates, aircraft parking,
cargo handling/storage, and ground support equipment (GSE) facilities). As property acquisition would no
longer be required, the private parcels would continue to be used for commercial airport and non-airport
parking, and the existing on-airport taxi holding lot would remain in its current location. LAX would
continue to experience growth in aircraft operations and passenger activity levels in the future, including
through 2028 (the buildout year for the proposed Project), to meet the region’s demand for air service.
As such, the projected future passenger levels in 2028 under the No Project Alternative would be the same
as for the proposed Project (i.e., 110.8 million annual passengers, or MAP). Several improvements are
assumed to occur under Alternative 1, including airfield improvements (i.e., Taxiway P), terminal
improvements (i.e., Midfield Satellite Concourse [MSC] North project, MSC South project, Terminal 1.5
project, Terminals 2 and 3 modernization, Terminal 3 connection to TBIT, Terminal 4 modernization,
Terminal 5 gate downgauging, and Terminal 6 renovation), landside improvements (i.e., LAX Landside
Access Modernization Program), and other improvements/facilities (use of Concourse 0 site for surface
parking, LAX Northside development, Delta hangar complex demolition). These improvements would
reasonably be expected to occur in the foreseeable future if the proposed Project were not approved,
Los Angeles International Airport
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based on current plans. (See State CEQA Guidelines Section 15126.6(e)(3)(C).) Moreover, their
implementation is not dependent on the proposed Project.
Alternative 2: Concourse 0 Only Alternative. Under Alternative 2, only Concourse 0 would be constructed
as a terminal area element. Concourse 0 is planned as a concourse facility with 8 to 11 aircraft gates 7 that
would attach to, and extend to the east of Terminal 1, in the current location of the LAX-it lot. As with the
proposed Project, the two westernmost gates at Concourse 0 would replace the two easternmost existing
gates at Terminal 1. As such, net new gates for Alternative 2 would be six to nine aircraft gates. The new
gates associated with Concourse 0 would serve to replace the nine existing West Remote Gates that would
be eliminated by the proposed westerly extension of Taxiway D. The remaining nine of the 18 West
Remote Gates would continue to operate. As discussed above in Section 1.1.4, Concourse 0 would consist
of up to seven levels, including four levels for the proposed concourse/passenger operations and
potentially three additional levels of office space that LAWA is considering as an option. There would be
a total floor area of up to 745,000 square feet for concourse/passenger operations, and potentially up to
an additional 318,000 square feet of office space used for administrative purposes. In conjunction with
construction of the passenger building and aircraft gates, development of Concourse 0 would include
construction of an aircraft parking apron, including two aircraft parking positions; the easterly extension
of Taxiway D as an ADG V taxiway; the easterly extension of Taxiway E as an unrestricted ADG V/restricted
ADG VI taxiway; and the relocation of the easternmost portion of Vehicle Service Road E. A paved area
would be located at the eastern ends of Taxiways D and E that could be used for aircraft pushbacks for
the northeastern gate at Concourse 0 and could also be used to temporarily hold departing aircraft waiting
to access Runway 6R-24L for takeoff.
Alternative 2 would have the same airfield improvements as the proposed Project; however, its terminal
improvements would not include construction of Terminal 9, the Terminal 9 parking facility, new APM
station, or the taxiway improvements associated with Terminal 9. The landside improvements under
Alternative 2 would be the same as the proposed Project, with the exception of the roadway
improvements designed to integrate Terminal 9 with the roadway system approved as part of LAMP,
which would not be included.
Alternative 3: Terminal 9 Only Alternative. Under Alternative 3, Terminal 9 would be constructed as a
terminal area element. Terminal 9 is planned as an international and domestic terminal facility with 12 to
18 gates. 8 The new gates associated with Terminal 9 would serve to replace existing West Remote Gates
that would be eliminated by the proposed westerly extension of Taxiway D or otherwise decommissioned.
Based on the low end of the range of new gates that could occur at Terminal 9, 12 of the existing West
Remote Gates would be removed or decommissioned and six would remain in operation. At the high end
of the range for Terminal 9 (i.e., 18 narrowbody gates), 15 of the 18 West Remote Gates would be
removed or decommissioned and, similar to the proposed Project, three of the West Remote Gates would
remain to provide operational flexibility. As discussed above in Section 1.1.4, Terminal 9 would be a
1,178,000-square-foot, independently operating, four-level facility with a central passenger processing
core, concourses that extend to the east and west of the core, and a pedestrian connector to Terminal 8.
All necessary passenger processing functions would be provided within Terminal 9. In conjunction with
construction of the passenger building and aircraft gates, development of Terminal 9 would include
construction of an aircraft parking apron and a taxilane connecting the terminal to the airfield; relocation
and easterly extension of Taxilane C from Taxiway C3 to Taxiway B1; and relocation of Vehicle Service

7

8

As with the proposed Project, the number of gates for Concourse 0 depends on the size of aircraft (i.e., narrowbody vs. widebody)
– see Section 2.4.2.1. Also similar to the proposed Project, the development of Concourse 2 would remove two existing gates from
Terminal 1; hence, the range of net new gates would be 6 to 9.
As with the proposed Project, the number of gates for Terminal 9 depends on the size of aircraft (i.e., narrowbody vs. widebody) –
see Section 2.4.2.2.
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Road C. The relocated vehicle service road would be designed at ADG VI separation from Taxiway C and
the relocated/extended Taxilane C would be designed at ADG VI separation from Taxiway B. Other
improvements related to Terminal 9 would include construction of a parking facility and a Terminal 9 APM
station (platform), and pedestrian corridors connecting these facilities to the terminal.
Alternative 3 would have the same airfield and landside improvements as the proposed Project; however,
its terminal improvements would not include construction of Concourse 0, including the proposed paved
area that would be located at the eastern ends of Taxiways D and E that could be used for aircraft
pushbacks or to temporarily hold departing aircraft waiting to access Runway 6R 24L for takeoff. Under
Alternative 3, it is reasonably foreseeable that the site proposed for Concourse 0 would be returned to a
surface parking lot when the LAX-it lot is no longer needed because the site is already configured to
accommodate vehicle entry, parking, and egress, and had a high utilization rate for parking.
Alternative 4: Approved LAMP Roadway Improvements plus Terminal 9 Access Alternative. Under
Alternative 4, both the airfield improvements and the terminal improvements would be the same as the
proposed Project. Most of the airfield improvements would occur within the north airfield and would
include the westerly extension of Taxiway D in the western portion of the north airfield and the relocation
and reconfiguration of runway exits from Runway 6L-24R. The terminal improvements would include
construction of Concourse 0 as a new easterly extension of Terminal 1; construction of Terminal 9, a new
passenger terminal located southeast of the Sepulveda Boulevard/Century Boulevard intersection,
including a new parking facility and APM station; and improvements and modifications to existing
taxiways near Concourse 0 and Terminal 9 to facilitate aircraft access to and from the gates at those
facilities. However, roadway improvements under Alternative 4 would not include the roadway system
developed for the proposed Project. Instead, Alternative 4 would implement the already-approved LAMP
Phase 2 roadway system, modified to add access to Terminal 9.
Similar to the proposed Project, the Alternative 4 roadway system would include arrival and departure
roadways with new roadway segments that would modify vehicle access to, and egress from, the existing
CTA. Similar to the proposed Project, the LAMP Phase 2 roadway improvements would shift northward
the entrance to the CTA from northbound Sepulveda Boulevard, which is currently near Century Boulevard
just north of the Sepulveda Tunnel, and instead move that access point up to 96th Street. Also similar to
the proposed Project is the LAMP Phase 2 design for traffic outbound from the CTA and destined for
Sepulveda Boulevard, which would occur via a combination of elevated ramps over Century Boulevard
leading north to the intersection of 96th Street and Sepulveda Boulevard. The most notable differences
between the two roadway designs pertain primarily to the access routes between the CTA and
southbound Sepulveda Boulevard. Under LAMP Phase 2, inbound traffic would take new ramps on the
west side of Sepulveda Boulevard to access the CTA, similar to how Sky Way currently connects between
southbound Sepulveda Boulevard and the CTA; under the proposed Project, such access would be
provided via a new flyover ramp that would cross over Sepulveda Boulevard and circle around on an
elevated ramps system to connect to the CTA from the east. Relative to outbound traffic from the CTA to
southbound Sepulveda Boulevard, the LAMP Phase 2 roadway design includes CTA exit ramps that
connect to Sepulveda Boulevard close to the Sepulveda Tunnel, whereas the proposed Project roadway
design would route such traffic out of the CTA on an elevated roadway system that would carry the traffic
above, and separate from, the local roadway system before merging back into southbound Sepulveda
Boulevard via a flyover ramp that merges at a point well north of, and away from, the Sepulveda Tunnel.
As compared to the proposed Project, the Alternative 4 roadway system, which is based on the LAMP
Phase 2 roadway design in the area immediately east of the CTA, would not provide extended vehicle
queuing areas for vehicles entering the CTA from the north (i.e., from southbound Sepulveda Boulevard)
or exiting the CTA heading to the south (i.e., onto southbound Sepulveda Boulevard), and would not
create a more consolidated entry point east of Sepulveda Boulevard for vehicles entering the CTA.
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1.5.1

Environmentally Superior Alternative

Section 15126.6(e)(2) of the State CEQA Guidelines indicates that an analysis of alternatives to a proposed
project shall identify an environmentally superior alternative among the alternatives evaluated in an EIR.
The State CEQA Guidelines also state that, should it be determined that the No Project Alternative is the
environmentally superior alternative, the EIR shall identify another environmentally superior alternative
among the remaining alternatives. With respect to identifying an environmentally superior alternative
among those analyzed in this Draft EIR, the range of potentially feasible alternatives includes Alternative
1: No Project Alternative, Alternative 2: the Concourse 0 Only, Alternative 3: Terminal 9 Only, and
Alternative 4: Approved LAMP Roadway Improvements plus Terminal 9 Access Alternative.
A comparative summary of the environmental impacts associated with each alternative and the
environmental impacts associated with the proposed Project is provided in Table 1-3. A more detailed
description of the potential impacts associated with each alternative is provided in Chapter 5, Alternatives.
Pursuant to Section 15126.6(c) of the State CEQA Guidelines, the analysis below addresses the ability of
the alternatives to “avoid or substantially lessen one or more of the significant effects” of the proposed
Project.
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Table 1-3
Summary Comparison of Impacts Associated with the Proposed Project and Alternatives
Alternative 4:
LAMP Roadway
Improvements plus
Terminal 9 Access

Proposed Project
(After Mitigation)

Alternative 1:
No Project

Alternative 2:
Concourse 0 Only

Alternative 3:
Terminal 9 Only

Significant and
Unavoidable (NOx)
Significant and
Unavoidable (CO,
VOC, SOx; short-term
– approx. 4.5
months)2

Less than Significant

Significant and
Unavoidable (NOx)
Significant and
Unavoidable (CO,
VOC, SOx; shortterm – approx. 4.5
months)2

Significant and
Unavoidable (NOx)
Significant and
Unavoidable (CO,
VOC, SOx; shortterm – approx. 4.5
months)2

Significant and
Unavoidable (NOx)
Significant and
Unavoidable (CO, VOC,
SOx; short-term –
approx. 4.5 months)2

Significant and
Unavoidable
(NOx, SOx, PM10,
PM2.5)

Significant and
Unavoidable
(NOx, SOx, PM10,
PM2.5)

Significant and
Unavoidable
(NOx, SOx, PM10,
PM2.5)

Significant and
Unavoidable
(NOx, SOx, PM10,
PM2.5)

Significant and
Unavoidable
(NOx, SOx, PM10, PM2.5)

Less than Significant

Less than Significant

Less than Significant

Less than Significant

Less than Significant

Significant and
Unavoidable
(PM10)

Significant and
Unavoidable
(NO2, PM10)

Significant and
Unavoidable
(NO2, PM10)

Significant and
Unavoidable
(NO2, PM10)

Significant and
Unavoidable
(PM10)

Cancer Risk

Less than Significant

Less than Significant

Less than Significant

Less than Significant

Less than Significant

Cancer Burden

Less than Significant

Less than Significant

Less than Significant

Less than Significant

Less than Significant

Incremental Chronic Hazard

Less than Significant

Less than Significant

Less than Significant

Less than Significant

Less than Significant

Incremental Acute Hazard

Less than Significant

Less than Significant

Less than Significant

Less than Significant

Less than Significant

Exceeds Permissible Exposure Limits

Less than Significant

Less than Significant

Less than Significant

Less than Significant

Less than Significant

Less than Significant

No Impact

Less than Significant

Less than Significant

Less than Significant

Less than Significant

No Impact

Less than Significant

Less than Significant

Less than Significant

No Impact

No Impact

No Impact

No Impact

No Impact

Resource Category

1

Air Quality and Human Health Risk
Air Quality
Emissions (Construction)

Emissions (Operations)

Concentrations (Construction)
Concentrations (Operations)

Human Health Risk

Cultural Resources (Historical Resources)
Substantial Adverse Change in Significance of
Historical Resource
Energy
Wasteful/Inefficient Consumption
Conflict with/Obstruct Energy Efficiency Plans
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Table 1-3
Summary Comparison of Impacts Associated with the Proposed Project and Alternatives
Proposed Project
(After Mitigation)

Alternative 1:
No Project

Alternative 2:
Concourse 0 Only

Alternative 3:
Terminal 9 Only

Alternative 4:
LAMP Roadway
Improvements plus
Terminal 9 Access

GHG Generation Impact on Environment

Significant and
Unavoidable

Significant and
Unavoidable

Significant and
Unavoidable

Significant and
Unavoidable

Significant and
Unavoidable

Conflict with GHG Reduction
Plans/Policies/Regulations

Significant and
Unavoidable

Significant and
Unavoidable

Significant and
Unavoidable

Significant and
Unavoidable

Significant and
Unavoidable

Less than Significant

No Impact

Less than Significant

Less than Significant

Less than Significant

Resource Category

1

Greenhouse Gas Emissions

Hazardous Materials
Unauthorized Release (Construction)
Unauthorized Release (Operations)

No Impact

No Impact

No Impact

No Impact

No Impact

Less than Significant

No Impact

Less than Significant

Less than Significant

Less than Significant

No Impact

No Impact

No Impact

No Impact

No Impact

Less than Significant

No Impact

Less than Significant

Less than Significant

Less than Significant

Increase noise levels at noise-sensitive uses to 65
CNEL or above (Construction)

Significant and
Unavoidable (shortterm – approx. 4.5
months)2

No impact

Significant and
Unavoidable (shortterm – approx. 4.5
months)2

Significant and
Unavoidable (shortterm – approx. 4.5
months)2

Significant and
Unavoidable (shortterm – approx. 4.5
months)2

Increase noise levels at noise-sensitive uses to 65
CNEL or above (Operations)

Significant and
Unavoidable

Significant and
Unavoidable

Significant and
Unavoidable

Significant and
Unavoidable

Significant and
Unavoidable

Increase by 1.5 dBA or more (Construction)

Significant and
Unavoidable (shortterm – approx. 4.5
months)2

No impact

Significant and
Unavoidable (shortterm – approx. 4.5
months)2

Significant and
Unavoidable (shortterm – approx. 4.5
months)2

Significant and
Unavoidable (shortterm – approx. 4.5
months)2

Increase by 1.5 dBA or more (Operations)

Less than Significant

Less than Significant

Less than Significant

Less than Significant

Less than Significant

Classroom Learning Disruption

Less than Significant

Less than Significant

Less than Significant

Less than Significant

Less than Significant

Less than Significant

Less than Significant

Less than Significant

Less than Significant

Less than Significant

Hazard to Public/Environment (Construction)
Hazard to Public/Environment (Operations)
Land Use and Planning
Conflict with Land Use Plans/Policies/Regulations
Noise
Aircraft Noise

Roadway Traffic Noise
Operational Roadway Traffic Noise
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Table 1-3
Summary Comparison of Impacts Associated with the Proposed Project and Alternatives
Resource Category

1

Proposed Project
(After Mitigation)

Alternative 1:
No Project

Alternative 2:
Concourse 0 Only

Alternative 3:
Terminal 9 Only

Alternative 4:
LAMP Roadway
Improvements plus
Terminal 9 Access

Construction Traffic and Equipment Noise and Vibration
Construction Traffic Noise

Less than Significant

Less than Significant

Less than Significant

Less than Significant

Less than Significant

Construction Equipment Noise

Less than Significant

Less than Significant

Less than Significant

Less than Significant

Less than Significant

Construction Equipment Vibration

Less than Significant

Less than Significant

Less than Significant

Less than Significant

Less than Significant

Conflict with Transportation
Programs/Plans/Ordinances/Policies

Less than Significant

Less than Significant

Less than Significant

Less than Significant

Less than Significant

VMT per Employee

Less than Significant

No Impact

Less than Significant

Less than Significant

Less than Significant

Daily Passenger VMT

Significant and
Unavoidable

Significant and
Unavoidable

Significant and
Unavoidable

Significant and
Unavoidable

Significant and
Unavoidable

Induce Additional VMT

Significant and
Unavoidable

Significant and
Unavoidable

Significant and
Unavoidable

Significant and
Unavoidable

Significant and
Unavoidable

Less than Significant

Less than Significant

Less than Significant

Less than Significant

Less than Significant

Relocation/New Facilities Impacts

Less than Significant

Less than Significant

Less than Significant

Less than Significant

Less than Significant

Water Demand

Less than Significant

Less than Significant

Less than Significant

Less than Significant

Less than Significant

Relocation/New Facilities Impacts

Less than Significant

Less than Significant

Less than Significant

Less than Significant

Less than Significant

Exceed Wastewater Treatment Capacity

Less than Significant

Less than Significant

Less than Significant

Less than Significant

Less than Significant

Transportation

Increase Hazards/Incompatible Use
Utilities
Water Supply

Wastewater Generation

Source: CDM Smith, August 2020.
Notes:
1
Impacts represent both construction and operations, unless otherwise noted.
2
Short-term impacts would result from temporary runway closures during construction.
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1.5.1.1

Alternative 1 – No Project

As summarized in Table 1-3, implementation of the No Project Alternative would avoid the proposed
Project’s significant and unavoidable impacts associated with construction-related air pollutant emissions
and short-term increases in aircraft noise levels due to temporary runway closures during construction of
the airfield improvements. In addition, the No Project Alternative would avoid the significant, but
mitigable, impacts on two noise-sensitive receptors (hotels) due to construction noise and would reduce
the severity of the significant impacts at three noise-sensitive receptors. With the implementation of the
LAMP Phase 2 roadways instead of the roadway improvements associated with the proposed Project, the
No Project Alternative would result in a smaller passenger VMT increase compared to the proposed
Project; passenger VMT, however, would be significant and unavoidable under both alternatives. Also,
the No Project Alternative would avoid the significant, but mitigable, employee VMT impact. The No
Project Alternative would also have comparatively lower impacts or no impacts at all for some
environmental issue areas where the proposed Project’s impacts would be less than significant, such as
related to historical resources, wasteful/inefficient consumption of energy, unauthorized releases of
hazardous materials during construction, hazard to the public/environment during construction, and
conflict with land use plans/policies/regulations. With respect to impacts that would be more severe
under the No Project Alternative as compared to the proposed Project, the No Project Alternative would
result in a new significant impact with respect to air pollutant concentrations; specifically, operations
under the No Project Alternative would exceed the significance threshold for NO2 concentrations. The
impacts for all other environmental issue areas would be generally similar between the No Project
Alternative and the proposed Project.

1.5.1.2

Alternative 2 – Concourse 0 Only

As summarized in Table 1-3, implementation of Alternative 2 would result in the same overall impact
conclusions as would the proposed Project. Alternative 2 would not avoid any of the significant and
unavoidable impacts of the proposed Project; however, as discussed below, the alternative would result
in a significant impact to one pollutant that would not occur under the proposed Project. Additional
differences from the proposed Project with respect to the nature and severity of impacts under
Alternative 2 are described below.
Under Alternative 2, Terminal 9 would not be constructed and, therefore, there would be comparatively
less overall construction-related air pollutant emissions; however, Alternative 2 would still result in
significant air pollutant emissions impacts, including impacts associated with the construction-related
temporary runway closures. From an operations standpoint, Alternative 2 would have a comparatively
worse impact related to air pollutant concentrations than the proposed Project because there would be
an exceedance of NO2 concentrations that would not otherwise occur under the proposed Project. This
would be a new significant impact for this pollutant and, as such, would exacerbate the significant and
unavoidable operations-related air quality impact. Human health risk impacts under Alternative 2 would
be less than those of the proposed Project relative to construction because of less overall construction
activity, but would be the same relative to operations-related impacts, all of which would be less than
significant. Energy consumption under Alternative 2 would be less than the proposed Project because
there would be no Terminal 9. GHG emissions associated with operation of Alternative 2 would be higher
than those of the proposed Project because the taxi/idle times for aircraft operations would be
comparatively greater, which would result in more GHG emissions. As such, this would exacerbate the
significant and unavoidable operations-related GHG impact. Alternative 2 would result in the same
significant, unavoidable impacts associated with aircraft noise due to the construction-related temporary
runway closures as would the proposed Project. Without the development of Terminal 9, Alternative 2
would avoid a significant construction equipment noise impact at one noise-sensitive receptor (i.e. hotel),
and would reduce the severity of impacts at an additional four sensitive receptors; however, the
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significant construction equipment noise impacts would be fully mitigated under both the proposed
Project and Alternative 2. With regard to transportation impacts, implementation of Alternative 2 would
result in slightly greater passenger-related VMT than the proposed Project, which would exacerbate the
significant and unavoidable impact associated with the proposed Project. Also, because Alternative 2
would have fewer employees than the proposed Project, the VMT per employee impact would be reduced
compared to the proposed Project. With proposed mitigation, the impact related to employment VMT
would be reduced to less than significant for both Alternative 2 and the proposed Project. VMT impacts
associated with passengers and induced travel would be significant and unavoidable, as they would be for
the proposed Project.

1.5.1.3

Alternative 3 – Terminal 9 Only

As summarized in Table 1-3, implementation of Alternative 3 would result in the same overall impact
conclusions as would the proposed Project. Alternative 3 would not avoid any of the significant and
unavoidable impacts of the proposed Project; however, as discussed below, the alternative would result
in a significant impact to one pollutant that would not occur under the proposed Project. Additional
differences from the proposed Project with respect to the nature and severity of impacts under
Alternative 3 are described below.
Under Alternative 3, Concourse 0 would not be constructed and, therefore, there would be comparatively
less overall construction-related air pollutant emissions; however, Alternative 3 would still result in
significant air pollutant emissions impacts, including impacts associated with the construction-related
temporary runway closures. From an operations standpoint, Alternative 3 would have a comparatively
worse impact related to air pollutant concentrations than the proposed Project because there would be
an exceedance of NO2 concentrations that would not otherwise occur under the proposed Project. This
would be a new significant impact for this pollutant and, as such, would exacerbate the significant and
unavoidable operations-related air quality impact. Human health risk impacts under Alternative 3 would
be less than those of the proposed Project relative to construction because of less overall construction
activity, but would be the same relative to operations-related impacts, all of which would be less than
significant. Energy consumption under Alternative 3 would be less than the proposed Project because
there would be no Concourse 0. GHG emissions associated with operation of Alternative 3 would be higher
than those of the proposed Project because the taxi/idle times for aircraft operations would be
comparatively greater, which would result in more GHG emissions. As such, this would exacerbate the
significant and unavoidable operations-related GHG impact. Alternative 3 would result in the same
significant, unavoidable impacts associated with aircraft noise due to the construction-related temporary
runway closures as would the proposed Project. Without the development of Concourse 0, Alternative 3
would reduce the severity of significant construction noise impacts at three noise-sensitive receptors (i.e.,
hotels); however, those significant noise impacts would be fully mitigated under both the proposed
Project and Alternative 3. With regard to transportation impacts, implementation of Alternative 3 would
result in slightly lower passenger-related VMT than the proposed Project. Also, because Alternative 3
would have fewer employees than the proposed Project, the VMT per employee impact would be reduced
compared to the proposed Project. With proposed mitigation, the impact related to employment VMT
would be reduced to less than significant for both Alternative 3 and the proposed Project. VMT impacts
associated with passengers and induced travel would be significant and unavoidable, as they would be for
the proposed Project.
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1.5.1.4

Alternative 4 – Approved LAMP Roadway System plus Terminal 9
Access

As summarized in Table 1-3, implementation of Alternative 4 would result in the same impact conclusions
as would the proposed Project. Alternative 4 would not avoid any of the significant and unavoidable
impacts of the proposed Project, although it would reduce the severity of some impacts, as described
below.
The construction-related impacts associated with Alternative 4 would be less than those of the proposed
Project because the landside (roadway) improvements proposed under this alternative would be less
extensive than those of the proposed Project. Nevertheless, Alternative 4 would result in the same
significant, unavoidable impacts associated with construction air pollutant emissions, including impacts
associated with the construction-related temporary runway closures. Human health risk impacts under
Alternative 4 would be slightly less than those of the proposed Project relative to construction because of
less overall construction activity, but would be the same relative to operations-related impacts, all of
which would be less than significant. GHG emissions associated with Alternative 4 would be similar to the
proposed Project. Alternative 4 would result in the same significant, unavoidable impacts associated with
aircraft noise due to the construction-related temporary runway closures as would the proposed Project.
Implementation of the LAMP Phase 2 roadways in lieu of the proposed Project roadways under Alternative
4 would reduce the severity of the significant construction noise impact at one noise-sensitive receptor
(i.e., a hotel); however, that significant noise impact would be fully mitigated under the both proposed
Project and Alternative 4. Another difference in impacts between the two development scenarios is
related to VMT. Implementation of Alternative 4 would result in slightly lower passenger-related VMT
than the proposed Project, which would reduce the severity of this significant and unavoidable impact.
VMT impacts associated with passengers and induced travel would be significant and unavoidable, as they
would be for the proposed Project.

1.5.1.5

Environmentally Superior Alternative

Alternative 1, the No Project Alternative, is the Environmentally Superior Alternative based on the fact
that it would avoid several of the significant and unavoidable impacts of the proposed Project, although
it would also result in a new significant impact to one pollutant during operations.
Alternative 4, the Approved LAMP Roadway Improvements plus Terminal 9 Access, is the next best
Environmentally Superior Alternative. Alternative 4 would reduce the severity of a significant but
mitigable impact related to construction noise and would slightly reduce the severity of the significant
and unavoidable impact associated with increased passenger VMT.
While Alternatives 2 and 3 would provide notable benefits relative to reducing, but not avoiding,
significant construction-related impacts, some of the key reductions in construction-related impacts
would be offset by increased operational impacts, including some that would exacerbate significant and
unavoidable impacts. Specifically, although implementation of Alternative 2 or Alternative 3 would help
reduce construction-related air pollutant emissions, those reductions during construction would be offset
by a new and more severe long-term significant impact associated with operations-related pollutant
concentrations (i.e., operations-related NO2 exceedance and increased GHG emissions) that would not
occur with the proposed Project.
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1.6

Areas of Known Controversy and Issues to
be Resolved

Twenty-eight comment submittals, in the form of comment letters, comment cards, and electronic
comment forms, were received by LAWA during the public circulation period for the Notice of
Preparation/Initial Study prepared for this EIR. This includes comments received at the Public Scoping
Meetings held on April 13th and April 17th, 2019. The primary environmental concerns that pertain to the
proposed LAX Airside and Terminal Modernization Project are summarized below. The Notice of
Preparation comments are included in Appendix A of this Draft EIR.

Transportation
Concerns were expressed regarding potential impacts, including increased traffic congestion, on the
roadway system in the vicinity of LAX and whether the proposed Project roadway improvements would
conflict with the previously-approved roadway system improvements of the LAX Landside Access
Modernization Program. The design and function of the proposed roadway system and its relationship to
the LAX Landside Access Modernization Program are discussed in Chapter 2, Description of the Proposed
Project, and Section 4.8, Transportation, of this EIR. Transportation impacts associated with the proposed
Project are addressed in Section 4.8. As explained in the introduction to that section, the State CEQA
Guidelines were amended in December 2018 to now require that the evaluation of transportation impacts
focus on Vehicle Miles Traveled (VMT), instead of on traffic congestion.

Air Quality
Concerns were expressed regarding potential air quality impacts on nearby communities, including
businesses to the east of the Project site along Century Boulevard. Potential impacts associated with
increased criteria and toxic air pollutant emissions are addressed in Section 4.1, Air Quality and Human
Health Risk.

Noise
Concerns were expressed regarding the potential for increased aircraft noise impacts to residential and
other noise-sensitive receptors in the vicinity of LAX as a result of the proposed Project. In addition,
concern has been expressed regarding the potential for proposed elevated roadways to result in increased
road traffic noise that could affect uses to the east of the Project site along Century and Sepulveda
Boulevards. A detailed analysis of potential aircraft noise, roadway traffic noise, and construction traffic
and equipment noise and vibration is provided in Section 4.7, Noise.
As indicated in Section 15123.3 of the State CEQA Guidelines, issues to be resolved in conjunction with
the Draft EIR include the choice among alternatives and whether and how to mitigate significant impacts.
Alternatives to the proposed Project are presented and addressed in Chapter 5, Alternatives, and
mitigation measures for significant impacts associated with the proposed Project are presented
throughout Chapter 4, Environmental Impacts Analysis. Consideration of those alternatives and mitigation
measures for significant impacts will occur as part of the decision making process for the Project.


-
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