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Lower Clear Creek Floodplain and Stream Channel Restoration Project, Phase 3C
Notice of Completion — Supplemental Information

Supplemental Information for Notice of Completion
Project Description:

Reclamation and BLM’s Proposed Action Alternative to restore aquatic habitat in the Lower
Clear Creek channel is to construct a channel plug and redirect flows to a new channel
constructed along the historic alignment with a variety of islands, riffles, side channels, and
backwater alcoves.

The project includes the following design elements to enhance riverine and riparian functions,
and aquatic habitats:

e Re-alignment of the stream channel to the historic alignment to lengthen the channel,
increase sinuosity and establish a more complex channel with more suitable stream bed
materials for spawning;

e Channel splits to increase shoreline area for fry habitat;

e Creation of additional channels and alcoves inundated at 200 cfs (cubic feet per second)
and greater flows to expand fish rearing habitat within normal Clear Creek hydrology;

e Creation of an off-channel pond with adjacent seasonal wetlands to increase off-channel
rearing habitat;

e Addition of large woody debris to increase channel complexity and improve rearing
habitat;

e Maintain seasonal wetlands
e Increase and enhance endemic existing riparian, emergent, and wetland vegetation;

e Creation of floodplain surfaces at suitable elevations to increase natural recruitment of
cottonwoods.

e Creation of a recreation trail to connect Phase 3C and Phase 3B project area.

The project would result in a net increase of the Clear Creek channel by 600 linear feet. Flows
are expected to overtop banks in this reach at less than 2,000 cfs, which improves floodplain
function, reduces the risk of channel incision, and prevents the development of a headcut that
could migrate upstream towards existing restoration sites. The proposed channel is designed to
have at least 0.9 feet of flow depth at 100 cfs for adult fish passage.- 58,780 cubic yards of
material would be cut and 58,080 of this would be used as fill.

The proposed action would result in temporary physical disturbance to a total area of 17.8 acres
and permanent disturbance to 27.3 acres. There would be a total of 7.45 acres of temporary
impacts to Clear Creek, from the placement of fill below the OHWM, and 10.35 acres of
permanent impacts. The temporary ground disturbance area would be re-contoured to pre- prOJect
condition and re-vegetated with native species, upon Project completion.

A total of 9.9 acres of riparian areas would be replanted. Although the floodplain earthwork
areas would be contoured to a different grade from pre-project conditions, they would be



