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CHAPTER 1 ADDENDUM TO AN 

ADOPTED MITIGATED NEGATIVE 

DECLARATION 
The County of Madera (County) has prepared this Addendum to the adopted 2019 Initial Study/Mitigated 
Negative Declaration (IS/MND), (State Clearinghouse No. 2019069076) for the following Maintenance 
District No. 1 (MD-1) Water Treatment Plant (WTP) Upgrade Project. The County, as the Lead Agency under 
CEQA, has prepared this Addendum in accordance with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA, 
PRC Sections 21000 et seq.) and the Guidelines implementing the Act (GC Sections 51000 et seq.). 

This Addendum is in response to the inclusion of two (2) new 150,000-gallon water storage tanks to replace 
an existing tank that has failed. A fill line will be added to connect the two (2) new water storage tanks to 
the existing WTP. This Addendum discusses the potential impacts, as a result of the addition and 
construction of the new water storage tanks and fill line. 

The County of Madera has reviewed the Project and on the basis of the whole record, has determined that 
there is substantial evidence to support the determination that the attached original MND remains relevant 
in considering the environmental impacts of the project changes and that there is no substantial evidence 
to support a fair argument that the changes to the project, as identified in the attached addendum, would 
have a significant impact on the environment beyond that which was evaluated in the adopted MND. A 
subsequent Environmental Impact Report (EIR) or MND is not required pursuant to the California 
Environmental Quality Act of 1970 (Sections 21000, et. Seq., Public Resources Code of the State of 
California).  

CEQA REGULATIONS 

Section 15164 ς Addendum to an EIR or Negative Declaration, states, in pertinent parts: 

a) An addendum to an adopted negative declaration may be prepared if only minor technical changes 

or additions are necessary or none of the conditions described in Section 15162 calling for the 

preparation of a subsequent EIR or negative declaration have occurred. 

b) An addendum need not be circulated for public review but can be included in or attached to the final 

EIR or adopted negative declaration. 

c) The decision-making body shall consider the addendum with the final EIR or adopted negative 

declaration prior to making a decision on the project. 

d) A brief explanation of the decision not to prepare a subsequent EIR pursuant to Section 15162 

should be incluŘŜŘ ƛƴ ŀƴ ŀŘŘŜƴŘǳƳ ǘƻ ŀƴ 9LwΣ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀŘ ŀƎŜƴŎȅΩǎ ŦƛƴŘƛƴƎǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΣ ƻǊ ŜƭǎŜǿƘŜǊŜ 

in the record. The explanation must be supported by substantial evidence. 

Referenced Section 15162 ς Subsequent EIRs and Negative Declarations, states:  
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(a) When an EIR has been certified or a negative declaration adopted for a project, no subsequent EIR 

shall be prepared for that project unless the lead agency determines, on the basis of substantial 

evidence in the light of the whole record, one or more of the following: 

1. Substantial changes are proposed in the project which will require major revisions of the 

previous EIR or negative declaration due to the involvement of new significant 

environmental effects or a substantial increase in the severity of previously identified 

significant effects; 

2. Substantial changes occur with respect to the circumstances under which the project is 

undertaken which will require major revisions of the previous EIR or Negative Declaration 

due to the involvement of new significant environmental effects or a substantial increase in 

the severity of previously identified significant effects; or 

3. New information of substantial importance, which was not known and could not have been 

known with the exercise of reasonable diligence at the time the previous EIR was certified 

as complete or the Negative Declaration was adopted, shows any of the following: 

(A) The project will have one or more significant effects not discussed in the previous 

EIR or negative declaration; 

(B) Significant effects previously examined will be substantially more severe than 

shown in the previous EIR; 

(C) Mitigation measures or alternatives previously found not to be feasible would in 

fact be feasible, and would substantially reduce one or more significant effects of 

the project, but the project proponents decline to adopt the mitigation measure or 

alternative; or 

(D) Mitigation measures or alternatives which are considerably different from those 

analyzed in the previous EIR would substantially reduce one or more significant 

effects on the environment, but the project proponents decline to adopt the 

mitigation measure or alternative. 

(b) If changes to a project or its circumstances occur or new information becomes available after 

adoption of a negative declaration, the lead agency shall prepare a subsequent EIR if required under 

subdivision (a). Otherwise, the lead agency shall determine whether to prepare a subsequent 

negative declaration, an addendum, or no further documentation. 

(c) hƴŎŜ ŀ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŜŘΣ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀŘ ŀƎŜƴŎȅΩǎ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŀƭ ƛǎ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘΣ ǳƴƭŜǎǎ 

further discretionary approval on that project is required. Information appearing after an approval 

does not require reopening of that approval. If after the project is approved, any of the conditions 

described in subdivision (a) occurs, a subsequent EIR or negative declaration shall only be prepared 

by the public agency which grants the next discretionary approval for the project, if any. In this 
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situation no other responsible agency shall grant an approval for the project until the subsequent 

EIR has been certified or subsequent negative declaration adopted. 

(d) A subsequent EIR or subsequent negative declaration shall be given the same notice and public 

review as required under Section 15087 or Section 15072. A subsequent EIR or negative declaration 

shall state where the previous document is available and can be reviewed. 

This Addendum, including the environmental analyses which follows, demonstrates that none of the 
conditions described above in Section 15162, calling for the preparation of a subsequent environmental 
document to the adopted Maintenance District No. 1 Water Treatment Plant Upgrade Project IS/MND, 
would occur as a result of the proposed two (2) new water storage tanks and fill line. Therefore, the County 
has determined this Addendum, prepared pursuant to Section 15164 of the CEQA Guidelines, is the 
appropriate level of CEQA documentation for the proposed Project. 

A copy of this document and all supportive documentation may be reviewed or obtained at the Madera 
County Department of Public Works office addressed as 200 W. 4th Street, Madera, CA 93637. Monday 
through Friday 8:00 am to 5:00 pm.
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CHAPTER 2 PROJECT DESCRIPTION  

2.1 PROJECT BACKGROUND 

 Project Title  

Addendum to the Maintenance District No. 1 Water Treatment Plant Upgrade Project Mitigated Negative 
Declaration  

 Lead Agency Name and Address  

Madera County 
200 W. 4th Street 
Madera, CA 93637 

 Contact Person and Phone Number  

Lead Agency Contact  

Raymundo Gutierrez  
Madera County Public Works Department 
(559) 675-7811 
Raymundo.gutierrez@madera-county.com  
 
CEQA Consultant  

Provost & Pritchard Consulting Group 
Briza Sholars, Environmental Project Manager 
(559) 449-2700 

 Project Location  

The Project is located in the Central Valley region of California, in Madera County. The Project is located 
within the Hidden Lake Estates subdivision, an unincorporated community in Madera County north of 
Millerton Lake (See Figure 2-1, Figure 2-2, and Figure 2-3).  

Table 2-1 

Project Component !ǎǎŜǎǎƻǊΩǎ tŀǊŎŜƭ bǳƳōŜǊǎ LƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ 

150,000 gallon water storage tank (x2) and fill line 051-073-010 

The Project is located at the following approximate latitude and longitude: 

Table 2-2 

Project Component Latitude Longitude 

150,000 gallon water storage 
tank (x2) and fill line 

37° 03'21.31" N 119°39"22.08" W 

mailto:Raymundo.gutierrez@madera-county.com
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 General Plan Designation  

The Madera County General Plan designates the Project as follows: 

Table 2-3 

Project Component General Plan Designation 

150,000 gallon water storage tank (x2) and 
fill line 

Exclusive Agricultural 

 Zoning  

The Project is zoned as follows:  

Table 2-4 

Project Component Zoning 

150,000 gallon water storage tank (x2) and 
fill line 

ARE-40 (Agricultural, Rural, Exclusive) 

 Project Background  

An MND for the Project was adopted in June of 2019 (refer to Appendix A). The MND evaluated the 
potential environmental impacts that would arise, as a result of project implementation.  

The County of Madera MD-1 - Hidden Lakes Estates provides water service to 48 improved and 159 standby 
parcels. The existing potable water system is supplied by a surface water treatment plant that treats water 
from Millerton Lake. After treated water is pumped into the water distribution system at the surface water 
treatment plant location, a welded steel water storage tank located at the top of the distribution system 
establishes the hydraulic grade line and provides storage for the system. The original water storage tank 
was beyond its useful service life and in July 2022, a seam broke, spilling water onto the ground, reducing 
the available storage volume from 180,000 gallons to 50,000 gallons. In response to the water storage tank 
failure, the County applied for and received Emergency Drought Relief Funding to replace the existing tank 
with two (2) new water storage tanks. In addition, a new fill line would be installed, which would run from 
the existing water treatment plant and connect to the new tanks. 

 Description of Project  

The Project would amend the original MND by the addition of two (2) new 150,000 gallon water storage 
tanks and a new fill line at the existing failed tank site. 

The adopted CEQA document included a 180,000-gallon tank located at the new water treatment plant 
instead of two (2) 150,000 gallon tanks located at the existing site of the failed tank. No additional changes 
or equipment would be needed with the Project as the original equipment required in the MND would be 
adequate to meet the needs of the Project. Construction time is not anticipated to change from what was 
approved in the MND. The Project would continue to be designated for the improved reliability and quality 
of the MD-1 domestic water supply.   
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Figure 2-1: Regional Location Map  
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Figure 2-2: Service Area Map   
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Figure 2-3: Aerial of Project Site






























































