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General Information about this Document

General Information about this Document

What’s in this document: Calaveras County (County) has prepared this document, which examines the
potential environmental impacts for the proposed Calaveritas Road over Calaveritas Creek Bridge
Rehabilitation Project (project) located in Calaveras County, California. The County is the lead agency
under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). Pursuant to compliance with CEQA, this
project requires an Initial Study (1S) that could result in a Mitigated Negative Declaration.

This document tells you why the project is being proposed, what actions are being considered, how the
existing environment could be affected by the project, the potential environmental impacts of the
proposed project, and the proposed avoidance, minimization, and/or mitigation measures.

What you should do: Please read this IS'MND document. Additional copies of this document are
available for review at the following locations:

Calaveras County
Department of Public Works
891 Mountain Ranch Road
San Andreas, CA 95249

http://publicworks.calaverasgov.us/

. We welcome your comments beginning June 28, 2019. If you have any comments or
concerns regarding the proposed project, send your written comments to the County by
the deadline: July 29, 2019.

. Submit comments via U.S. mail to the County at the following address: Calaveras
County, Department of Public Works Attn: Jennifer Ellis, 891 Mountain Ranch Road,
San Andreas, CA 95249.

. Submit comments via email to: JEllis@co.calaveras.ca.us

What happens next: After comments are received from the public and reviewing agencies, the County
may: (1) give environmental approval to the proposed project, (2) undertake additional environmental
studies, (3) undertake further preliminary designing to avoid environmental issues or, (4) abandon the
project. If the project is given environmental approval and funding is appropriated, the County could
design and construct all or part of the project.


http://publicworks.calaverasgov.us/
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SCH#: 2014092017

Proposed Mitigated Negative Declaration
Pursuant to: Division 13, California Public Resources Code

Calaveras County, in coordination with the California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) and the
Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), proposes to rehabilitate and strengthen the Calaveritas Road
Bridge (Bridge Number 30C-0024) over Calaveritas Creek. The bridge is located just south of the town of
Calaveritas, Calaveras County.

Determination

This document has been prepared to give notice to interested agencies and the public that it is Calaveras
County’s intent to adopt a Mitigated Negative Declaration for this project. This Mitigated Negative
Declaration is subject to modification based on comments received by interested agencies and the public.

Calaveras County has prepared an Initial Study for this project and, pending public review, expects this
study to determine that the proposed project would not have a significant effect on the environment for
the following reasons:

The project would have no potential impact to Agricultural and Forest Resources, Energy, Land
Use and Planning, Mineral Resources, Population and Housing, and Recreation.

The project would have less than significant impacts to Air Quality, Geology and Soils,
Greenhouse Gas Emissions, Noise, Public Services, Tribal Cultural Resources, Wildfire, and
Utilities and Service Systems.

The project has the potential to significantly impact Aesthetics, Biological Resources, Cultural
Resources, Hazards and Hazardous Materials, Hydrology and Water Quality, and Transportation;
however, those potential impacts would be reduced to a less than significant level with inclusion
of the following avoidance, minimization, and mitigation measures:

Aesthetics Measure VIS-1

Biological Resources Measures BIO-1 through BIO-14

Cultural Resources Measures CUL-1 through CUL-8

Hazards and Hazardous Materials Measures HAZ-1 through HAZ-5
Hydrology and Water Quality Measures WQ-1 through WQ-2
Noise Measures NOS-1 through NOS-2

Transportation Measure TRA-1

These mitigation measures can be found following each section of the CEQA Environmental Checkilist as
well as in Appendix C: Mitigation Monitoring Plan.

The project does not have impacts that are individually limited, but cumulatively considerable. Viewed in
connection with the effects of past projects, the effects of other current projects, and the effects of
probable future projects, none of this project’s impacts would be considered cumulatively significant
impacts to the environment.

Josh Pack, Director of Public Works Date
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Project Description and Background

Project Title:

Calaveritas Bridge Rehabilitation Project

Lead agency
name and
address:

Calaveras County
891 Mountain Ranch Road
San Andreas, CA 95249

Contact person

Jennifer Ellis, Senior Engineer

and phone Phone number: (209) 754-6401
number:

Project Calaveritas Road, Calaveras County
Location:

Project Joshua H. Pack, Director

sponsor’s name
and address:

891 Mountain Ranch Road
San Andreas, CA 95249

General plan
description:

Calaveras County, in coordination with the California Department of Transportation
(Caltrans), proposes to rehabilitate and strengthen the Calaveritas Road Bridge (Bridge
Number 30C-0024) over Calaveritas Creek. The bridge is located just south of the
town of Calaveritas in Calaveras County. Calaveritas Road is a rural connector road
that provides vehicular access through the town of Calaveritas between the town of San
Andreas to the northwest and the City of Angels Camp to the southeast. Built in 1928,
the single span steel, warren, pony truss bridge is approximately 102 feet long, 18 feet
wide, and carries one lane of two-directional traffic over Calaveritas Creek. The bridge
has a timber deck with an asphalt concrete wearing surface.

Purpose and
Need

In 2017, a Caltrans Structure Inventory and Appraisal Report gave the bridge a
sufficiency rating of 41.9. Caltrans has determined that the bridge is structurally
deficient due to a low superstructure rating based on a combination of the steel
condition and a limited live load capacity. As a result, the bridge has been
recommended for rehabilitation. The proposed project would rehabilitate and
strengthen the existing bridge over Calaveritas Creek to provide an improved local
transportation facility.

Zoning:

Residential (R1), Agricultural (AP), and Unclassified (U)

Project History

The project, previously called the Calaveritas Road Bridge Replacement Project,
proposed to replace the Calaveritas Road Bridge (Bridge Number 30C-0024) over
Calaveritas Creek and improve the approach roadways.

An Initial Study and Proposed Mitigated Negative Declaration (ISSMND) for the
Bridge Replacement Project were circulated to the public from September 5, 2014 to
October 6, 2014. The following technical studies were also prepared that provided
background information to the respective sections of the IS/MND: Visual Impact
Assessment (VIA) (September 2013), Natural Environment Study (NES) (August
2013), Community Impact Assessment (CIA) (June 2013), Historic Property Survey
Report (HPSR) (September 2013), an Initial Site Assessment (ISA) (September 2013),
Water Quality Technical Memorandum (June 2013), Location Hydraulic Study (June
2013), and Construction Noise Technical Memorandum (June 2013).

During the public circulation and review period, numerous comments from local Town
of Calaveritas residents were received indicating opposition to the replacement option
and noting the historic importance of the bridge to the local community. In 2015, the
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bridge was evaluated and found to be eligible for the National Register of Historic
Places (NRHP) and the bridge was ultimately listed on the NRHP in November 2015.
As a result of this evaluation and subsequent listing on the NRHP, Calaveras County
initiated a new effort to identify alternatives to full bridge replacement. In February
2019, a Bridge Strengthening Report was prepared to assess the feasibility for
rehabilitating and strengthening the Calaveritas Road Bridge. Rehabilitation and
strengthening with no adverse effect to the historic significance of the structure was
selected as the preferred project alternative. This document provides an environmental
analysis of the rehabilitation and strengthening alternative and utilizes much of the
environmental information from the prior bridge replacement project ISSMND.

In April 2019, the following technical studies were updated to address the project
change from bridge replacement to bridge rehabilitation: VIA Update Memorandum,
revised NES, Supplemental HPSR, ISA Update Memorandum, CIA Update
Memorandum, and Water Quality Update Memo. This ISSMND describes the potential
environmental impacts based on the original 2014 environmental technical studies and
the updated studies listed above. In general, the change to a bridge rehabilitation
project has reduced the environmental impacts to the project area when compared to
the 2014 Bridge Replacement Project Draft ISS'MND. Furthermore, the document has
been revised to conform to current CEQA Guidelines that became effective December
28, 2018.

Description of
project:

Calaveras County, in coordination with the California Department of Transportation
(Caltrans), proposes to rehabilitate and strengthen the Calaveritas Road Bridge (Bridge
Number 30C-0024) over Calaveritas Creek. The bridge is located just south of the
town of Calaveritas in Calaveras County. Calaveritas Road is a rural connector that
provides vehicular access through the town of Calaveritas between the town of San
Andreas to the northwest and the City of Angels Camp to the southeast. Built in 1928,
the single span steel, warren pony truss bridge is approximately 102 feet long, 18 feet
wide, and carries one lane of two-directional traffic over Calaveritas Creek. The bridge
has a timber deck with an asphalt concrete wearing surface.

In 2017, a Caltrans Structure Inventory and Appraisal Report gave the bridge a
sufficiency rating of 41.9. Caltrans has determined that the bridge is structurally
deficient due to a low superstructure rating based on a combination of the steel
condition and a limited live load capacity.

As the bridge is listed on the National Register of Historic Places, replacement of the
bridge was found not to be a feasible alternative. In February 2019, a Bridge
Strengthening Report was prepared to assess the feasibility for rehabilitating and
strengthening the Calaveritas Road Bridge. Rehabilitation and strengthening with no
adverse effect to the historic significance of the structure was selected as the preferred
project alternative. Caltrans is the designated NEPA lead agency for this project acting
under delegation from the Federal Highways Administration. A combination of
Federal Highway Bridge Program and Toll Credit funds has been approved for the
Calaveritas Road Bridge Rehabilitation project.

The proposed project consists of the following elements:
Bridge Strengthening

Major components of the truss (chords, floor beams and cross girders) would be
disassembled and strengthened in a specialized fabrication shop offsite. To strengthen
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the top chord, a supplemental steel tube section (HSS) member would be added within
the hollow section of the top chord. Additional gusset plates would be installed behind
the existing gusset plate to tie the top chord to the other truss members. To strengthen
the top chord, bottom chord, and diagonal members, existing rivets that are corroded
and/or undersized would be removed and replaced with new upsized rivets to increase
structural capacity. The cross girders beneath the bridge deck, which have corroded
and undersized members, would be strengthened by welding or bolting plates to the top
and bottom flanges of the beams. Once strengthened, cleaned and painted, the truss
components would be brought back to the site and reassembled.

Bridge Deck Replacement

The significantly deteriorated bridge deck would be removed and replaced with a
reinforced concrete bridge deck to provide a longer service life with decreased
maintenance. The replacement bridge deck would require steel shims and permanent
corrugated metal deck forms that would only be visible from underneath the bridge.
Additionally, the bridge deck would be replaced with concrete to provide a reinforced
concrete curb and strong connection to install the replacement bridge railing.

Bridge Railing Replacement

The existing bridge railing would be replaced with MASH tested and approved bridge
railing. The new bridge railing would also be compatible with the architecture of the
existing bridge. In addition to the bridge railing, improvements would be made to the
approach guard railing to meet the geometric constraints of the site.

Bridge Abutment Rehabilitation and Anchorage Strengthening

The existing concrete abutments have deteriorated and spalled. Spalled concrete would
be chipped away and removed to reveal sound concrete. The removed concrete would
be patched with board formed concrete matching the aesthetic treatment of the existing
concrete. The anchorage linking the bridge truss to the abutments is undersized and
would be strengthened with supplemental plates and anchor bolts.

Bridge Cleaning and Painting

The bridge would be sand blasted and cleaned to remove corrosion. To meet the needs
of the public, preserve the historic nature of the bridge, and provide protection from
future corrosion, a rust colored paint would be applied to the bridge members.

No impacts to utilities are expected and no utility relocations are anticipated.

Surrounding
land uses and
setting; briefly
describe the
project’s
surroundings:

Surrounding land uses are Residential, Agricultural, and undeveloped. The bridge is
located just south of the town of Calaveritas in Calaveras County. Calaveritas Road is
a rural connector road that provides vehicular access through the town of Calaveritas
between the town of San Andreas to the northwest and the City of Angels Camp to the
southeast. The land use on the properties surrounding the parcels mentioned above
consists of residential and farmland properties and open, undeveloped land.

Other public Other public agencies whose approval is required are:

agencies whose

approval is California Department of Transportation — National Environmental Policy Act Lead
reqm_red (e.g. Agency;

]E’ire];rggisél Army Corps of Engineers: Section 404 Clean Water Act Fill Permit;

approval, or Regional Water Quality Control Board: Section 401 Clean Water Certification;
participaiion California Department of Fish and Game: 1602 Streambed Alteration Agreement
agreements):
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Environmental Factors Potentially Affected

The environmental factors checked below would be potentially affected by this project. Please see the
checklist beginning on page 9 for additional information.

X | Aesthetics L] | Agriculture and Forestry L] | Air Quality

X | Biological Resources X | Cultural Resources [ ] | Energy

[] | Geology/Soils [] | Greenhouse Gas Emissions | X | Hazards and Hazardous
Materials

X | Hydrology/Water Quality | [ ] | Land Use/Planning [ ] | Mineral Resources

[ ] | Noise [] | Population/Housing [] | Public Services

[ ] | Recreation X | Transportation [ ]| Tribal Cultural Resources

L] | Utilities/Service Systems L] | Wildfire ] | Mandatory Findings of
Significance

Initial Study
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Determination

On the basis of this initial evaluation:

L]

| find that the proposed project COULD NOT have a significant effect on the environment, and a
NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be prepared.

X

| find that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the environment, there
will not be a significant effect in this case because revisions in the project have been made by or
agreed to by the project proponent. A MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be
prepared.

| find that the proposed project MAY have a significant effect on the environment, and an
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is required.

| find that the proposed project MAY have a "potentially significant impact™ or “potentially
significant unless mitigated" impact on the environment, but at least one effect 1) has been
adequately analyzed in an earlier document pursuant to applicable legal standards, and 2) has
been addressed by mitigation measures based on the earlier analysis as described on attached
sheets. An ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is required, but it must analyze only the
effects that remain to be addressed.

| find that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the environment,
because all potentially significant effects (a) have been analyzed adequately in an earlier
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT or NEGATIVE DECLARATION pursuant to
applicable standards, and (b) have been avoided or mitigated pursuant to that earlier
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT or NEGATIVE DECLARATION, including revisions
or mitigation measures that are imposed upon the proposed project, nothing further is required

Signature: Date:
Printed Name: For:
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CEQA Environmental Checklist

This checklist identifies physical, biological, social, and economic factors that might be affected by the
proposed project. In some cases, background studies performed in connection with the projects indicate
no impacts. A “No Impact” answer in the last column reflects this determination. Where there is a need
for clarifying discussion, the discussion is included either following the applicable section of the
checklist or is within the body of the environmental document itself. The words "significant" and
“significance™ used throughout the following checklist are related to CEQA impacts. The questions in
this form are intended to encourage a thoughtful assessment of impacts and do not represent thresholds
of significance. The checklist questions are followed by corresponding discussions of the
determination(s), and then the Mitigation Measure(s).

CHECKLIST
I Aesthetics. Potentially Less Than Less Than No
Except as provided in Public Resources Code Section | Significant Significant with | Significant Impact
21099, would the project: Impact Mitigation Impact

Incorporated
a) Have a substantial adverse effect ona scenicvista? | [] O O X

b) Substantially damage scenic resources, including,
but not limited to, trees, rock outcroppings, and | (] X O O
historic buildings within a state scenic highway ?

¢) In non-urbanized areas, substantially degrade the
existing visual character or quality of public views of
the site and its surroundings? (Public views are those
that are experienced from publicly accessible vantage | (] X O ]
point). If the project is in an urbanized area, would
the project conflict with applicable zoning and other
regulations governing scenic quality?

d) Create a new source of substantial light or glare
which would adversely affect day or nighttime views | (] O O X
in thearea?

DETERMINATION DISCUSSION

A Visual Impact Assessment (VIA) was prepared in September 2013 to evaluate the potential impacts this
project could have on visual and aesthetic resources. A VIA Update Memorandum was prepared in April
2019 to address the project change from bridge replacement to bridge rehabilitation. The following
discussion reflects information from that study.

a) No Impact: The proposed project would rehabilitate and strengthen the existing bridge over
Calaveritas Creek. No locally designated scenic vistas are at or near the project site.

b) Less than Significant with Mitigation Incorporated: Calaveritas Road is not a designated
Scenic Highway in the National Scenic Byways Program nor is it a State Scenic Highway
(Caltrans 2015). No Wild and Scenic Rivers are in designated in Calaveras County. No rock

Initial Study 15
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d)

outcroppings occur within the project area. The project would include trimming or removal of
trees and vegetation for construction access, as well as temporary falsework within Calaveritas
Creek. Trees and other vegetation would be protected to the greatest extent practical and would
be removed only as necessary in the immediate area around the bridge. However, there would be
a minor visual change to the area due to construction related vegetation removal. This change
would be minimized by mitigation measure VIS-1.

Less than Significant with Mitigation Incorporated: Calaveritas Road is located in a non-
urbanized setting. The visual character of the proposed project would be compatible with the
existing visual character of the corridor. Figures 4 through 8 show the existing bridge and Figure
9 shows a simulation of the proposed bridge and the minor visual change to the area.

The bridge played no part in the Calaveritas’ gold rush history and was built outside the town’s
period of historic significance, although the town does have a notable historic visual character, of
which the bridge contributes. The existing bridge’s steel arch trusses, in particular, lend a rustic,
historic character to the bridge. The project would not change the area’s character because the
project would stay on the existing alignment and the rehabilitated bridge would keep all
components that have not corroded or are undersized, including the steel trusses and members.
The only noticeable visual change to the bridge would be the addition of a new barrier rail on the
interior side of the existing trusses. This rail would enhance vehicle safety by providing a crash
tested barrier and would also protect the historic steel trusses from potential vehicle collision. The
new rail would be more noticeable compared to the existing metal beam guard rail, which is
currently located within the truss members; however, it would be designed to match the color and
fabric of the existing bridge truss materials and would visually blend in with the existing structure
better than the current condition. The rehabilitated and strengthened bridge would retain the
visual character of the project area and would minimize the visual change caused by the project
(see Figure 9). This effort is stated in mitigation measure VIS-1.

No Impact: The project does not include any plans for additional lighting within the project area.
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Figure 6: Project site facing south on Calave
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Figure 9: Future
distance
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MITIGATION MEASURES

VIS-1: The County shall minimize tree removal by keeping the project limits as close as practical to the
improvement and by removing/protecting/marking trees necessary to ensure contractor access.

Initial Study 20
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CHECKLIST

Il. Agriculture and Forest Resources

In determining whether impacts to agricultural
resources are significant environmental effects, lead
agencies may refer to the California Agricultural Land
Evaluation and Site Assessment Model (1997)
prepared by the California Dept. of Conservation as an
optional model to use in assessing impacts on
agriculture and farmland. In determining whether
impacts to forest resources, including timberland, are
significant environmental effects, lead agencies may
refer to information compiled by the California
Department of Forestry and Fire Protection regarding
the state’s inventory of forest land, including the
Forest and Range Assessment Project and the Forest
Legacy Assessment Project; and the forest carbon
measurement methodology provided in Forest
Protocols adopted by the California Air Resources
Board. Would the project:

Potentially
Significant
Impact

Less Than
Significant with
Mitigation
Incorporated

Less Than
Significant
Impact

No
Impact

a) Convert Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or
Farmland of Statewide Importance (Farmland), as
shown on the maps prepared pursuant to the Farmland
Mapping and Monitoring Program of the California
Resources Agency, to non-agricultural use?

b) Conflict with existing zoning for agricultural use, or
a Williamson Actcontract?

¢) Conflict with existing zoning for, or cause rezoning
of, forest land (as defined in Public Resources Code
section 12220(g)), timberland (as defined by Public
Resources Code section 4526), or timberland zoned
Timberland Production (as defined by Government
Code section 51104(g))?

d) Result in the loss of forest land or conversion of
forest land to non-forest use?

e) Involve other changes in the existing environment
which, due to their location or nature, could result in
conversion of Farmland, to non-agricultural use or
conversion of forest land to non-forestuse?

DETERMINATION DISCUSSION

a) No Impact: The Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program and the Natural Resources
Conservation Service have not designated any Prime, Unique, or Important Farmlands, as

classified by federal, state, and local programs, within the project area (the Farmland Mapping
and Monitoring Program 2016 and Natural Resources Conservation Service 2019).

Initial Study
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b,e) No Impact: The lands around the bridge are available for tax relief through the Williamson Act
where the property owner commits land to agricultural or related open space use in exchange for
reduced tax(s). The lands around of the bridge are designated as an Agricultural Preserve, through
a Williamson Act Contract. However, there would be no acquisition or conversion of William Act
Contract Lands into non-agricultural use.

c-d)  No Impact: There are no forest lands or timberlands (or lands zoned as such) within the project
study area. The closest forestis Stanislaus National Forest approximately 11 mi east of the
project site (US Forest Service 2019).

MITIGATION MEASURES

No mitigation measures are required.
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CHECKLIST

lll. Air Quality Potentially Less Than | Less  Than | No
Significant Significant with | Significant Impact

Where available, the significance criteria Impact Mitigation Impact

established by the applicable air quality Incorporated

management or air pollution control district may
relied upon to make the following
determinations. Would the project:

be

a) Conflict with or obstruct implementation of n n n <

the applicable air quality plan?

b) Result in a cumulatively considerable net
increase of any criteria pollutant for which the

project region is non- attainment under an | [ O X O
applicable federal or state ambient air quality

standard?

c) BExpose sensitive receptors to substantial n n X n

pollutant concentrations?

d) Result in other emissions (such as those

leading to odors adversely affecting a substantial | [] O O X

number of people?

DETERMINATION DISCUSSION

a)

b)

No Impact: The project would not conflict with any applicable air quality plan. No new lanes are
proposed and no changes to traffic volumes or flow would take place. Per Caltrans Transportation
Conformity Checklist, the project is exempt from conformity analysis. Although Calaveras
County is in a non-attainment area for Ozone and Particulate Matter under the National Ambient
Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) and California Ambient Air Quality Standards (CAAQS), the
project would not result in any permanent changes in traffic patterns. As a result, the
rehabilitation and strengthening of the existing bridge would not worsen existing conditions, nor
would it result in any additional permanent changes in emissions.

Less than Significant Impact: The project is located within the Mountain Counties Air Basin in
the region administered by the Calaveras County Air Pollution Control District (CCAPCD). The
CCAPCD administers air quality in the entirety of Calaveras County. The project is in an area of
non-attainment for 8-hour Ozone under the NAAQS; the area is in attainment or unclassified for
the other criteria pollutants under NAAQS. Under the CAAQS, the project is located in an area
that is in non-attainment for 1-hour Ozone, 8-hour Ozone and PMy, it is in attainment or is
unclassified for all other pollutants. The proposed project would not increase capacity, vehicle
miles traveled, or vehicle hours traveled. The project would rehabilitate and strengthen the
existing bridge, and therefore would not result in a cumulatively considerable net increase of any
criteria pollutant for which the project region is in nonattainment. The only increase in pollutants
would be during construction, and these potential impacts, which would be short term, are not
considered cumulatively significant.
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Table 1: Attainment Status in the Project Area

Attainme nt Status
Pollutant Federal State
O3 — 1-hour No Federal Standard Non-attainment
O3 — 8-hour Non-attainment Non-attainment
PM;, Unclassified Non-attainment
PM,s Unclassifiable/Attainment Unclassified
CO Unclassified Unclassified
NO, Unclassified/Attainment Attainment
SO, Unclassified Attainment
Sulfates No Federal Standard Attainment
Lead No Federal Standard Attainment
Hydrogen Sulfide No Federal Standard Unclassified
Visibility Reducing Particles No Federal Standard Unclassified
Source: CARB 2017

d)

Less than Significant Impact: Substantial pollutant concentrations are not anticipated.

During construction, short-term degradation of air quality may occur due to the release of
particulate emissions (airborne dust also referred to as PMy,) generated by disassembly and
hauling of bridge components offsite and back and other activities related to construction.
Emissions from construction equipment also are anticipated and could include carbon monoxide,
nitrogen oxide, volatile organic compounds, Particulate Matter less than 2.5 micrometers, and
toxic air contaminants such as diesel exhaust particulate matter.

Dust generated by site preparation and construction would result in a temporary, local impact,
limited to areas of construction. Dust control practices would be incorporated into the project to
minimize this potential impact. The dust control practices would comply with the current
Caltrans’ Standard Specifications. Best Management Practices (BMPs) would be included in the
construction specifications to ensure that temporary increases in fugitive dust and other emissions
would be minimized to the greatest extent possible during construction. Standard air quality
BMPs may include reducing idling time for vehicles, use of watering trucks, and limiting grading
and earth-moving during windy periods. The construction contractor shall comply with Caltrans’
Standard Specifications 14-9.02, which requires compliance with all applicable air quality laws
and regulations, including local and air district ordinances and rules.

No Impact: Upon rehabilitation and strengthening of the bridge, the proposed project would not
result in any emissions, including those that may cause objectionable odors that would affect a
significant number of people.

MITIGATION MEASURES

No mitigation measures are required.
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CHECKLIST

IV. Biological Resources Potentially Less Than | Less Than | No
Would the project: Significant Significant  with | Significant Impact
Impact Mitigation Impact
Incorporated

a) Have a substantial adverse effect, either directly
or through habitat modifications, on any species
identified as a candidate, sensitive, or special status n < n []
species in local or regional plans, policies, or
regulations, or by the California Department of Fish
and Game or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service?

b) Have a substantial adverse effect on any riparian
habitat or other sensitive natural community
identified in local or regional plans, policies, | (] X O ]
regulations or by the California Department of Fish
and Game or US Fish and Wildlife Service?

c) Have a substantial adverse effect on state or
federally protected wetlands (including, but not
limited to, marsh, vernal pool, coastal, etc.) through | (] X O ]
direct removal, filling, hydrological interruption, or
other means?

d) Interfere substantially with the movement of any
native resident or migratory fish or wildlife species
or with established native resident or migratory | [ O X ]
wildlife corridors, or impede the use of native
wildlife nursery sites?

e) Conflict with any local policies or ordinances
protecting biological resources, such as a tree | [ O O X
preservation policy or ordinance?

f) Conflict with the provisions of an adopted Habitat
Conservation Plan, Natural Community

Conservation Plan, or other approved local, D O O X
regional, or state habitat conservation plan?

DETERMINATION DISCUSSION

A Natural Environment Study (NES) was prepared in April 2019 to evaluate the potential impacts this
project could have on biological resources. The following discussion reflects information from that study.

a) Less Than Significant Impact with Mitigation Incorporated: As documented in the NES
prepared for the project, the project area has a low to moderate potential for special status wildlife
within the Biological Study Area (BSA) (shown in Figure 10). Literature research, habitat
assessments and field surveys identified that one California Department of Fish and Wildlife
(CDFW) species of special concern and State candidate threatened species, the foothill yellow-
legged frog (FYLF) (Rana boylii), has a low to moderate potential of occurring within the BSA.
The FYLF was not observed during the January 29, 2013, June 19, 2013 and March 4, 2019 field
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surveys. While no special status species were observed during the 2013 and 2019 biological
surveys, the BSA does contain potentially suitable habitat for FYLF. Surveys of the project area
for sensitive plants and associated habitat assessments were conducted on January 29, 2013, June
19, 2013, and March 4, 2019. No sensitive plants were found in the BSA.

In the previously circulated 2014 IS/MND, potentially suitable valley elderberry longhorn beetle
(VELB) habitat was found to be within the BSA. However, no elderberry shrubs were identified
within the BSA during the biological survey conducted on March 4, 2019. Based on the findings
of the April 2019 NES, the Project is no longer within the current range of the species (USFWS
2017). The VELB is presumed absent from the BSA. A letter was prepared for the USFWS
detailing the changes in Project design and the changes related to the previously identified VELB
habitat within the BSA.

The BSA was delineated by approximately a 100-ft buffer around all permanent and temporary
impacts, including proposed staging areas, temporary construction easements and access roads.
The BSA, approximately 5.48 acres, includes Calaveritas Road where it crosses the Calaveritas
Creek. The undisturbed areas are dominated by non-native annual grasslands, blue-oak foothill
pine forest and riparian vegetation including, California buckeye (Aesculus californica),
California black walnut (Juglans hindsii), valley oaks (Quercus lobata), white alder (Alnus
r