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COMMENIS TO.REQUEST FOR REVIEW FOR THE MITIGATED NEGATIVE 
DECLA~T-ION, :DR'16-0001/LEAVE IT TO US SELF STORAGE 'PROJECT, 
SCH#20'1·908902'9, EL DORADO COUNTY 

Pursuant fo the State Clearinghouse's 9 August 2019 request, the Central Valley 
Regional Water Quality Control Board (Central Valley Water Board) has reviewed the 
Request fot Review for the Mitigated Negative Declaration for the DR 16-0001 /Leave It 
to Us Self Storage Project, located in El Dorado County. 

Our agengy is dele.gated with the responsibility of protecting the quality of surface and 
groundwaters ofthe state; therefore our comments will -address concerns surrounding 
those issues. 

I. Regulatory Setting 
-~ / ' -~:.'?\:-~0.~>S>~r~~~,--- -•~,:. ,,-~. --~v ·. \~ -,. • ·-···. ,I 

Basin .Plan 
The 'Cerifrai Valley Water Board is required to formulate and adopt Basin Plans for 
all areas ·within the Central Valley region under Section 13240 of the Porter­
Cologne Water Quality Control Act. Each Basin Plan must contain water quality 
objectives to-ensure the reasonable _protection -of beneficial uses, as well,as a 
prograrrr of"' implementation-·for achievirtg·water"qmilitf oojecthles-·witn•Ttner Basin 
Plans. Federal regulations require each state to adopt water quality standards to 
protect the public health or welfare, enhance the quality of water and serve the 
purposes of the Clean Water Act. In California, the beneficial uses, water quc;tlity 
objectives, and the Antidegradation Policy are the State's water quality standards. 
Water quality standards are also contained in the National Toxics Rule, 40 CFR 
Section 131.36, and the California Toxics Rule, 40 CFR Section 131.38. 

The Basin Plan is subject to modification as necessary, considering applicable 
laws, policies, technologies, water quality conditions and priorities. The original 
Basin Plans were adopted in 1975, and have been updated and revised periodically 
as required, using Basin Plan amendments. Once the Central Valley Water Board 
has adopted a Basin Plan amendment in noticed public hearings, it must be 
approved by the State Water Resources Control Board (State Water Boar:d), Office 
of Administrative Law (OAL) and in some· cases, the United States Environmental 
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Protection Agency (USEPA). Basin Plan amendments only become effective after 
t.h~yt,aye.been.approy~.cLbytbe:t.QAL and in some cases, the1JSERA. -Everythree 
(s)--years-, a-review·ofthe·Basin:-Plan is-completed-that--assesses··the 
apprqpriateness of existing standards and evaluates and prioritizes Basin Pl~nning 
issue:s. For more infprm.ation on·tbe Water Quality Control Plan· for the Sacramento 
aI1c:ISan Joaqµin R.iverEJasin~,ple~se visif our website: 
httpWwww.waterboards~cajgciv/centralvalley/water issues/basin· ·plans/ 

A·ritidegradation-t~onsIHerraifons 
All·Wastewater discharges:"musfcomply with the Antidegradation Poliqy. (State 
VV?ter Board Resolution a·a~16) and the Antidegradation Implementation Policy 
c9.r1tc1ined in the Basin Plan. The Antidegradation Implementation Poliqy is 
available on page 7 4 at: 
litfos://www.waterboards.ca.gov/centralvalley/water issues/basin · plans/sacsjr 201 
805':pdf 

In part it states: 

Any discharge of waste to high quality waters must apply best practicable 
tr~atment or control not only to prevent a condition of pollutf on or nuisarJce from 
occurring, but also to maintain the highest water quality possible consistent with 
the maximum benefit to the people of the State. · 

This information must be presented as an analysis of the ilTlpapts ~pd potential 
impacts of the discharge on water quality, as measured by ba"cJkground 
concentrations ·and·applicable water quality objectives. 

The ~ntidegradation analysis is a mandatory element in the N~tional Pollutant 
·-·••-i·Sis·ernar~e,t6limiroatier1,,~s-ystem11arnd~1lar1d"dischar{ge•'Waste?•8isolira'fgJ'e'.<\'~e·erwirerrrents·,,,s,--·-, 

(VVDR§} permitting pro~e~~e$. The environmental review docurr1~nt should 
evaluate potential impacts·to·both surface and groundwater quality. 

II. ,Permitting Requirem~nts 

_o:onstructionStormW~ter'General.Permit ... _ .. ________ ___ _ 
Dis'cHargers whose projecfdisturb one or more acres of soil or where projects 
disturb less than one acre but are part of a larger common plan of development that 
in total ·disturbs one or more acres, are required to obtain coverage under the 
General Permit for Storm Water Dis.charges Associated with Construction Activities 
(Construction General Permit), Construction General Permit Order No. 2009-009-
DWQ. Construction activity subject to this permit includes clearing, grading, 
grubbing, disturbances to the ground, such as stockpiling, or excavation, but does 
not include regular maintenance activities performed to restore the original line, 
grade, or capacity of the facility. The Construction General Permit requires the 
development and implementation of a Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan 
(SWPPP).. For more information on the Construction- General Permit, visit the State 
Water Resources Control Board website at: 
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water issues/programs/stormwater/constpermits.sht 
ml 
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Phas·e I and II Municipal. Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4) Permits1 

Th~;g_h~.§~:-1_ .9_rid-11.M§f(.p~rrnJt~.•·r9-gqir~Jh~· .. '1.~rmitte8-~•-·r~oggeci,p8I.I ytants ,.and ... runoff 
flows--from .. new .. development-ahd:redevelopm:ent .. asing:Best·Mana,geinenf Practices 
(BMP~}:to the maximum ext~mt p~actieable (MEP). MS4jPermitl~esh~ve their own 
developrnent stanqards, also~nown as· Low Impact Devela,pm9-nt(LIQ)/post­
constr~ction standards that in9lude a t,ydromodificatic?n cornpqn~nt. ThE3 MS4 
permits' aJso: require specific:design concepts for Ll'o/post~donstmction: 13MPs in the 
early:•st~ges,ofa--projectduring--the·entitlementand .. CEQA·proce·ssand·-the 
development pla11 review process. 

For more information on which Phase I MS4 Permit this project applies to, visit the 
Cent~.al \(aU~y WaterBoard website. at: · 
http:ll\/VWW;waterboards.ca.gov/centralvalley/water issues/storm water/municipal p 
ermits/. . 

Forme>r;~)~formation on thePhase II MS4 permit and who it applies to, visit the 
State:-\Alater Resources Control Board at: 
titt p,:flw;W;w'~w.aterboards.ca;gov/water · issues/programs/stormwater/phase ii munici oaEsH'fmi · · · · ···. · · 

. ' . , ... ,,,._. 

lndl.a'striaLStorm Water General:Permit 
Stcfr111:;:\N'ater discharges associated with industrial sites must comply with the 
regulalions contained in the Industrial Storm Water General Permit Order No. 2014-
9f>§(--19Y'{Gl'. . For more inforrr1ati,:m on the lndLJstrial Storm Water General P·ermit, 
~i.~lf t6~::~

1
~0.t.r~f.Vcill~y VVa.tE3[8qard W.E3bsite at: · ·· · 

http://\NWW.;:waterboards.ca.gov/centralvalley/water issues/storm water/industrial g 
eh'etal .. :·,:aeifillts/ihdex.shtml , 

........ ,,,.,,,., ... _.,,, .. ,, ...... ' . ' .. ,.~,- · .. ,-.<.'•:+i~?A:\½}/¼.r~.;.,:"<;~--0J$:i;~~f.i:K°'.": . .::-{/):'."".'!,;f~f.\/7.\-/•t.··. ;: :.· .·>t--.~-.i'.\~··:.~.iT; <•· .. ':'i-~_y·~--' .:.: '":•--· i.11'.,·•.·· .,.· .. ,:,. , ... ,. ···'·•, : . · .. ·:. ,·"· .. _' , •. ',;: ... ~ ....... _ .. ~·-;,,\, ·:,c, •r~. ··<·•. _ ... :_··w>·:,tt.:~•-: --:~--,'::•:..h::.J>-1 i.t." ·.• /~ .'l¾ '>':·.:''.'i•• . .cr;:.··•·,, ... ,_ "' 

Clean,WaterAct Section 404Permit 
lrtffer:·p·~gj~Bttwill'ihvolvefthe diScharge of dredged or fill material in navigable waters 
or wetJcE1B'~s, a permit pursuant to Section 404 of the Clean Water Actmay be 
need7t:t frc,m the United States Army Corps of Engineers (LJSAG~). If a ~E3ction 
404 peimit-is: required· by the USAGE, thfr GentralVaUey Water;:Board,will-:review 
tnepefrrfiifapplica'tion·to efisure•·tfiafdiscttiiri:Jirwm fibfvio'fale water--quality · ·- · 
standards. If the project requires surface water drainage realignment, the applicant 
is advised to contact the Department of Fish and Game for information on 
Streambed Alteration Permit requirements. If you have any questions regarding the 
Clean Water Act Section 404 permits, please contact the Regulatory Division of the 
Sacramento District of USACE at (916) 557-5250. · 

1 Municipal Permits = The Phase I Municipal Separate Storm Water System (MS4) 
Permit covers medium sized Municipalities (serving between 100,000 and 250,000 
people) and large sized municipalities (serving over 250,000 people). The Phase II 
MS4 provides coverage for small municipalities, including non-traditional Small MS4s, 
which include military bases, public campuses, prisons and hospitals. 
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Clea-n'Water -Act Section 401 ·. Permit - Water Quality Certification 
l.ta.n:.ust\p·r; .. ••p~·rrn.it .. (~.~g, ... ,·._,IN.•~P .. ~JR~.PPft,i.QQ_l.N~t19r1wiq.~ 'Re.rrnit,/• .. ~•~tiCl[lyti~.e.,.~.errn it, 
·1=ett~r:·of:Perniission, lndiviouaFP~r111it/Regfonal·General0 Permit,-~prqgrammatic 
GeneralPermit), or-any·ot9er'.feqe~ctl)pEm'l"lit(e.g., §~~tion 1_0,ofth~;-~ivers"clnd 
Harl:l9rs·-.Act.•or Sect,on·-·g ·trop,·•·tre.'.W,r.it~cJ States _co.~st Guard),ii$,(egui~~dJor .• this 
prqJeqt due to the. dist.urban9e,·,c;,( ~~t~rn'.:9(t.n~ :u ~:it~q .. s~~!~S.'.(§Pf D)§l~~tr~a.rns.aAd 
wetlctnd•~), .. then a Water·.Quctlity:Q:eijifica:t"i9n·must· be •. obtained·ifrom.•.·tbe·Q'.entral 
\/all~y,VVaterBoard-·prior··to•'initiatio,n'dfrpr9jed·:a.ctiyiti~s. ··T"he:rf3J:~re··n-o:waiversfor 
40f \.l\/ater Quality Certification~. :for rn9~e:information on the -Water Quality 
Certification, visit the Centrc1rv~I.I~yWJc1ter ~oard website at: 
hUps:l/www.waterboards:ca:govlceritralvalley/water issues/water . quality certificati 
on/ · · 

Wa-~teH:>is'Charge Re·guiren1ehts __ \8.is:charges. to .Waters·· ofithe'State 
lf'W:~~CJE;:d.¢t~rmi~·es,·th'at··qr-f11::;ti~:v.~JHt!·~:g•J9tJBtra.I Wr4~~rs···of"ttt~i;gl~l~1XI't~'..·,•.····•·''p99.­
te.g~fcil'':vyaters. of the St~t~} .. c1r~iJi:E~~~·~tnr)6:~ .. ~ropos,ed. pr9Je.~t~-t~;~',.,tbt::'prqp9~ed 
prqj~:9tOJ•~Y.· require a vv~~te.~.t~~p;~tij,fB§.~_~,irE3:mE3Qt.(WOR) .. ·p~rQiitJsi.R~-:Jij~;~:eg•· .. l?Y 
· G~rjt_r.a,~I·valley Water Board ... Utj·~.'.~rJH~'.:~·~11fornia Porter-Cologr,e;:Y'f~tf3r ~µ~!tty 
Cgr,tre>l'!\Ct,. discharges to all-'M~.!~r~:ofrm~·Rtate, incl,uding a,ll•vv~tlc:1p.9$•~rj~tJ>.tr,er 
waters, of the State including, .. blJt:~?f l:i.f!1it~9,to, isolated~wetlc;1ncts;iclf~:~v~Je·c.tto 
Stc:*~:rt1~ulation. For more inforrr1~tio_n:orl.the wa·ste Discharg.~~.t.d'5Urfc1peWater 
NPl:)~~ P~ogram and WDR.proc.~~·st~' ~i.~itthe Central Valley Y"~!;r ~?~i~-,yv~~site 
~t;Https://www .. waterboards:cetg6\flcenfrahialley/water issues/wa'stef.•.·to:sUfface··_w 
aterr · ,,., . -

RroJ~cts involving excavation or filk~~tiyi~i~s impacting less than· O..·~ ~fr~ ,or ~QO 
,Ji 1:J,.~fl.fo~t~~~j-11@f,,1JQr;t-;-JY r:.i.s;,q i.QtiJ:llil_c,tf;~W:~t~l~§;:~Q4Mfu~,'"$Jat~Mua~qp&QJeQts'1ir;1McilM1@gill\~-~ed9irn.€h~'"·"'-,,,.. , ... , ·,···, ._,. 
a~tiyiti.~~, i111pacting less than 50. eypiq'.Y~f:9,~. 9f nonjll risd iction.~.k)'{~JKf:~9f:-th.e- ~ta~,e 
may-~e·,~·1igi.ble for coverc1ge:L1119~·r:jh~':rs:taf~· Water Resources_'tioritr6I::,~9~rdwater 
Qu~li~r®rder No. 2004-0004~1Dvv~,,(~:erl~r,I· 0rder 2004-0004}; For 111ore 
infCJr.rn~t!cm on the General Order 2op4i:0004, visit the State Water Resources 
-OontfellBaardwebsite at: 
hUp~fli\/lJ\NW,water'~()arc:ts.ca.gov/board; dedsions/adopted orders/water guality/20 
04/wqdZwqo2004-0004. pdf 

Devv.aterfr1g:Permit 
lfthe·pr6pt>s·ed project includes construction or groundwater dewatering to be 
discharged to land, the proponent n,,ay apply for coverage under State Water Board 
General Water Quality Order (Low Risk General Order) 2003-0003 or the Central 
Valley Water Board's Waiver of Report of Waste Discharge and Waste Discharge 
Requirements (Low Risk Waiver) RS-2013'.'"0145. Small temporary construction 
dewatering projects are projects that discharge groundwater to land from 
excavation activities or dewatering of underground utility vaults. Dischargers 
seeking coverage under the General Order or Waiver must file a Notice of Intent 
with the Central Valley Water Board prior to beginning discharge. 
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For more information regarding the Low Risk General Order and the application 
P[99~~~,, yi?it,,,:th-r,9§ntral Vall~y,V\lf!t~r i?P~rq,yy~b~Jt8:;al:: . ... ·. .. . 
http:/l.W\NW;waterboaras:ca:gov/boara- de·cisions/adopte:d. orders/water ·gu8Iity/200 
3twgdlwqo'20:03iCJOOB·; pdf 

For rr1p.redlifor1T1c:ition·re.r;Jarding the Low RiskWaiver;andthe application process, 
visifth~:c;o:entrc1n~a1,I.~rvvatermoardwebsite at: ', ', .•· '. ·.. ·.• .·· ,···• 
httpHiWWV'/!waterbdar~s~ca-;gov/centralvalley/~o~rd ··decisions/adopted orders/waiv 
ers1ts;2orra~o~1:,45·;:·res-iodf · · -- · ·- · · -· 

Regulatorw1,0otriplia11ce:for·Commercially·.lrr.igated.-.Agiffcl.llture 
lf·,thte::property·wiUf be:·use?.'for COlll merdial· irfiga~~~ ;•c;1ijfle3L'.ll!u.ral ,.·'the-. d i~charger will 
b~required:toobtainregulatory coverage under the lrrigi:ited Lanas···Reg·uIatory 
ProgFam. 

There are. two. options to comply: 

1. QLit~llJ 90,ye:,rf.lge Under a Coalition ~r~.~.p- Jpi_n try~ l9c~l:_p~aliti9n Group 
tq~t;§IJ'pp;gft~: l~no owners with the impl~rn:~riJ~liqr•:¢f t~.~:1rri_g~t~d:,Lc:1hqs 
R'E).gql_~tory Program. The Coalition Group.·coridyct~ wat~r q4~lity monitoring 
c1r,ctr,~p9rtjQ~to the Central Valley Wat~r_@q~rq:t>n ~~h:el(o,fJt~ 
gr9wers.·- •• -1r~e· Goalition Groups char~e ana·n~ual .Fn'~mf)er,hip·fee, which 
varies·:b,y Coalition Group. To find the Coalition Group in your area, visit the 
G~ntral :v~ll~yVVat9,r Board's website .at. . .... ··. _......... .. _ .· .· ... · 
'httpsa/~:~s.t~.rb?,ards.ca:·9~~/certtr~.lvall.~¥f"!at~r .. :i.~~--~~~/irfiq~t~.cf :l~-•~ds/re 
-9 tHat0r;y .;;ir:if0'r;rnati0nlfor .. growers/coal itioti .:~.:·gh~itlpsZ-.o_r-:. c~r1t~¢t,:W~t~r,: ti>oard 
staff>at:'(9:I6J<46·4/Jl611 or via email aflfrLancJs'(gjWaterboafds.ca·:' ov. 
,,,.-.,· ... ,,._ .. ·.:,.-, ... .,. ,.:,-.·.,,,,•, .. ,, · •. •·, • , , ,..,.,,.,,,•:•:·'•·i••.,·,•-••·· .. ,,._..,,.'!''<''·'··,,,.'.···.-,. .... •,:····'·•·::·,,,,, .. ,· .. ,,,, ,,9, ,, 

.. 2 .... ,.'.~Q~;m1tl:ig;g~@.~!9~·-·~Y.r::a,d~ra,¾tb,~~G;~.p,~1,;1ai@iti;~t1.Q:b:ij,rig,g;.~.B~:q,yJ.tem~.nts,"fo.r:,,,, ... 
l,r~~,i~i~M,J •. g~B~~.rs, General Ord'r·-~',7gq~;~7Q:1 .. 9g., .•.. ~t~9.Q.~ _ _r,g~r~ n.9t 
'pca,icipatih~\in:·a,,fhird-party group (GoaHtiori)>~rerr~~t1late:a:,inqhii.duaI'Iy. 
E>ep'3nding.,~p·~l1e•,specific site conditions,···'~Ore>~~rs m~y,~e,reqpirf3d:,to 
m?nit9r':run;~ff:fro.m their property, inst~,iIim~9Jtg.t1n~··~~l;l~,<-~nr.1·~;yt?~mit a 
noti~e;,~f' intent, 'tarm.:plan, -a11d '0ther acfi()~;:.~lanffre~flre,~'g'theiractions to 
cornply with.their General Order. Yearly c9~tiwou'1d include .state · 
administrative fees (for example, annual fe:esfor farm sizes from 11-100 
acres·are currently $1,277 + $8.53/Acre); the cosrto prepare annual 
monitoring: reports; and water quality monitorirHr ~osts. To enroll as an 
lndividualDischarger under the Irrigated Lands Regulatory Program, call the 
Central· Valley Water Board phone line at (9'16) 464-4611 or e-mail board 
staff at lrrLands@waterboards.ca.gov. 

Limited Threat General NPDES Permit 
If the proposed project includes construction dewatering and it is necessary to 
discharge the groundwater to waters of the United States, the proposed project will 
require coverage under a National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System 
(NPDES) permit. Dewatering discharges are typically considered a low or limited 
threat to water quality and may b~ covered under the General Order for Limited 
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Threat Discharges to Surface Water(Limited ThreatGeneral Order). A complete 
Noti9r--Qf-lntentrnp$t .• l:>.~-submitt§d to.the_ Gentrc1I _Vc1ll~y.\W~t~r,,8e>ardto,,qt1tc1in 

--covera,ge·tJn~er the-- Limited ThreafGeneral--Order; For-more information-re·g8rding 
thft.½imitEld Threat Genera_! Order -and the application process, visit the Central 
Vct_ll~y .\J\jc1.ter B?ard W~psite at: 
https:/lWWW~waterboardsma~goV/centralvalley/board decisions/adopted -Orders/gen 
eral __ :•orders/r5;2CJ.1·a~o-01a~o 1-:ptH 
___ · --=·-· --- ·--· ··--·---·· .· "'"'""··---· 

NRBES1Rerrriit 
lfthe;'propqsed project dischar~es waste that could affect the quality of surface 
wc:t~ers·ofthe State, 0th.er thanintoc1_community sewer system, the_prop-osed 
pr9j~ct.wiJI ,require CO\/e.rc1ge untj~r cl N~tional Pollqtant Dj$,Qhar~e Eli111ination 
Systern (NPDES) permit A complete Report of Wc1ste Dischar:ge mustbe·submitted 
with the Central Valley WaterBoarcfto obtain a NP0eS Permit. For more 
i~f?fT§lti()~---_-rf3g_artjing- theN,PDfi,~/!f.,ermit·and the application--proceSs,--visitthe 
G~11tr~lya11ey vvater Board -WC:),~~i!fJ_at: . 
tHfosU/vvww:waterboards~ca.gov/ceritralvalley/help/permit/ 

- . -

If youhave questions regarding these comments, please contact me at (916) -464-4812 
or Jordan.Hensley@waterboards.ca.gov. 

Jar ~n Hensley 
Envirorunental Scientist 

cc: State Clearinghouse unit, Governor's Office of Planning and Research, 
, ,, ..... ,,sa01tarneF1t@,_,, _.-,__,, ____ ,,_-,-,,,,·-- _,·-,m-;,,,,,,,,,,;>:>,c-•,ec-iaa•-(••>'•s•o<·t,,;,:-,••·•"--,_,;,,.,_,,_,_,. __ ,,,,,,, •. -,._, __ .• -_ •. ,,,_,.,,, __ ,.,.,.,----,, •• ,,-·,_-,-,-,,,,,.,,_ .. ,,-,_ ... ,- / 


