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restoration plan, to be approved by USFWS and CDFW prior to any ground disturbance. The 
restoration plan should include restoration and monitoring methods; annual success criteria; 
contingency actions should success criteria not be met; long-term management and 
maintenance goals; and, a funding mechanism to assure for in perpetuity management and 
reporting. Areas proposed as mitigation should have a recorded conservation easement and be 
dedicated to an entity which has been approved to hold/manage lands (AB 1094; Government 
Code,§§ 65965-65968). 

Comment #5: Impacts to Streams 

Issue: A review of CNDDB indicates that the Project site is likely to be subject to notification for 
a Lake and Streambed Alteration Agreement. Figure 3 of the Biological report indicates that 
there are numerous records of alkali mariposa lily found on parcels adjacent to the Project site. 
Alkali mariposa lily, a shrinking population of a California Native Plant Society (CNPS) List 1 B 
species (rare, endangered or threatened in California), is a hydrophytic vegetation that is 
typically sustained by an ephemeral source of water. The open areas around the Project site 
contain ephemeral drainages, connecting claypans, and dune geomorphology. "Soft clay pans 
may indicate potential water flow below and above the surface. These areas indicate that a 
large quantity of water flows through and pools within the area ... " (LADPW 2013). The presence 
of claypans, and their characteristic cracked surface, is indicative of a streambed as determined 
by CDFW. 

A review of aerial imagery appears to indicate that portions of the Project site may contain 
claypans and may be within a historic stream channel in a southwest to northeastern direction. 
The Project location may support streams subject to notification under Fish and Game code 
section 1600 et seq. 

Specific impacts: The Project may result in the loss of streams and associated watershed 
function and biological diversity. Grading and construction activities will likely alter the 
topography, and thus the hydrology, of the project site. 

Why impacts would occur: Ground disturbing activities from grading and filling, water 
diversions and dewatering would physically remove or otherwise alter existing streams or their 
function and associated riparian habitat on the Project site. Downstream streams and 
associated biological resources beyond the Project development footprint may also be impacted 
by Project related releases of sediment and altered watershed effects resulting from Project 
activities. 

Evidence impacts would be significant: The Project may substantially adversely affect the 
existing stream pattern of the Project site through the alteration or diversion of a stream, which 
absent specific mitigation, could result in substantial erosion or siltation on site or off site of the 
Project. "Surface flow (storm water runoff) from the surrounding mountains (San Gabriel, 
Tehachapi) and hills across alluvial fans and through deeply excised washes makes its way 
from the headwaters filling vernal pool like clay pan depressions, wetlands such as Piute Ponds, 
percolating into sand dunes where water is sequestered for summer use to the lowest point" 
(LADPW 2013). Thus, the existence of claypans in the Antelope Valley is indicative of natural 
flow in the region. 
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Water diversions can impact flow regimes, decreasing the frequency of high flows. Prolonged 
low flows can cause streams to become graded and cause channels to become disconnected 
from floodplains (Poff et al. 1997). This process decreases available habitat for aquatic species 
including fish that utilize floodplains for nursery grounds. Undersized culverts and other stream 
crossings can also cause downstream channel erosion and tributary head-cutting, reduced 
magnitude and frequency of high flows, channel narrowing, and reduced formation of secondary 
channels and oxbows (Poff et al. 1997). Additionally, these structures can degrade water quality 
and associated wildlife habitats (Santucci, Jr. et al. 2005). Streams with such structures can 
have reduced abundance of anurans due to decreased availability of breeding habitat (Eskew et 
al. 2012). Based on the foregoing, Project impacts may substantially adversely affect the 
existing stream pattern and associated habitat of the Project site. 

Recommended Potentially Feasible Mitigation Measure(s): 

Mitigation Measure #1: CDFW has concluded that the Project may result in the alteration of 
streams. For any such activities, the Project applicant (or "entity") must provide written 
notification to CDFW pursuant to section 1600 et seq. of the Fish and Game Code. Based on 
this notification and other information, CDFW determines whether a Lake and Streambed 
Alteration Agreement (LSA) with the applicant is required prior to conducting the proposed 
activities. A notification package for a LSA may be obtained by accessing CDFW's web site at 
www.wildlife.ca.gov/habcon/1600. 

CDFW's issuance of an LSA for a Project that is subject to CEQA will require CEQA compliance 
actions by CDFW as a Responsible Agency. As a Responsible Agency, CDFW may consider 
the CEQA document of the Lead Agency for the Project. However, the MND does not meet 
CDFW's standard at this time. To minimize additional requirements by CDFW pursuant to 
section 1600 et seq. and/or under CEQA, the CEQA document should fully identify the potential 
impacts to the stream or riparian resources and provide adequate avoidance, mitigation, 
monitoring and reporting commitments for issuance of the LSA. 

Mitigation measure #2: Any LSA Agreement issued for the Project by CDFW may include 
additional measures protective of stream beds on and downstream of the Project. The LSA may 
include further erosion and pollution control measures. To compensate for any on-site and off
site impacts to riparian resources, additional mitigation conditioned in any LSA may include the 
following: avoidance of resources, on-site or off-site creation, enhancement or restoration, 
and/or protection and management of mitigation lands in perpetuity. 

Filing Fees 

The Project, as proposed, could have an impact on fish and/or wi ldlife, and assessment of filing 
fees is necessary. Fees are payable upon filing of the Notice of Determination by the Lead 
Agency and serve to help defray the cost of environmental review by CDFW. Payment of the fee 
is required in order for the underlying project approval to be operative, vested, and final (Cal. 
Code Regs, tit. 14, § 753.5; Fish & Game Code, § 711.4; Pub. Resources Code, § 21089). 

Conclusion 

We appreciate the opportunity to comment on the project to assist the City in adequately 
analyzing and minimizing/mitigating impacts to biological resources. CDFW requests an 
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opportunity to review and comment on any response that the City has to our comments and to 
receive notification of any forthcoming hearing date(s) for the project. If you have any questions 
or comments regarding this letter, please contact Felicia Silva, Environmental Scientist, at 
Felicia.Silva@wildlife.ca.gov or (562) 430-0098. 

Eri Wilson 
Envi ronmental Program Manager I 

cc: CDFW 
Victoria Tang - Los Alamitos 
Felicia Silva - Los Alamitos 
Andrew Valand - Los Alamitos 
Kelly Schmoker - Glendora 
Audrey Kelly- Los Alamitos 
Dolores Duarte - San Diego 

Scott Morgan (State Clearinghouse) 
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