





December 10, 2020
By E-Mail

City of Sausalito
Attn: Lilly Whalen, Community Development Director
420 Litho Street

Sausalito, CA 94965
deircomments@sausalito.com

Re: Revised Draft Environmental Impact Report for City of Sausalito
2040 General Plan

Dear Ms. Whalen:

On behalf of Community Venture Partners, Inc. (CVP) and Sausalito residents
John Flavin and Patricia Zuch, please accept the following comments on the Revised
Draft Environmental Impact Report (Revised Draft EIR) for the Sausalito 2040
General Plan update. By way of introduction, CVP is a Marin County-based 501(c)(3)
non-profit organization dedicated to assisting community-based initiatives that
support social equity, environmental sustainability, and government transparency.
CVP’s officets, board members, and/ot donots use, frequent, and enjoy the facilities
and resources of Sausalito’s Marinship area and are potentially adversely affected by
the policies and programs proposed in the Sausalito 2040 General Plan Update.

We previously reviewed and submitted comments on the original Revised
Draft EIR and public review draft of the 2040 General Plan on August 5, 2020 (copy
attached). The Notice of Availability for the Revised Draft EIR indicates that in
accordance with Section 15088.5(f)(1) of the CEQA Guidelines, the City will not be
responding to our eatlier comments in writing, and instead will be responding only to
written comments received on the current Revised Draft. The Notice further states
that the Revised Draft EIR does not identify any new significant unmitigated
environmental impacts beyond those identified in the original Revised Draft EIR. To
our knowledge, the original Revised Draft EIR identified no significant unmitigated
impacts, and the Revised Draft now follows suit. Accordingly, this letter re-asserts
most of the comments and concerns raised in our August 5 letter.

Please note we once again engaged Laurel Collins of the consulting firm
Watershed Sciences to review and comment on the both the revised General Plan
and Revised Draft EIR’s consideration of the potential future consequences of
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climate change-induced sea level rise and increased land subsidence on the buildout
scenarios envisioned by the General Plan, with a focus on impacts to the Marinship.
Ms. Collins is a geomorphologist with over 40 years of expetience in riverine, tidal
wetland, and hillslope geomorphic processes, hydrology, and landslide analysis,
having consulted for numerous federal, state, and local agencies including Marin
County Public Works, Marin County Flood Control and Water Conservation District,
U.S. Geological Survey, and Lawrence Berkeley Laboratory. Her comments and
qualifications accompany this letter.

Although mindful of the additional mitigation measures that the Revised Draft
EIR now includes, including those requiring health risk assessments for projects
emitting toxic air contaminants within 1,000 feet of sensitive receptors and “special”
biological resource studies for new discretionary projects, we continue to believe the
City’s disclosure, analysis, and mitigation of potentially significant impacts from
buildout under the General Plan is inadequate under the California Environmental
Quality Act (CEQA). Our reasoning is set forth below.

Introduction

The Revised Draft EIR states that it is a Program EIR prepared in accordance
with Section 15168 of the CEQA Guidelines, Title 14 Cal.Code.Regs. § 15000 et seq.
(hereafter “Guidelines”). A Program EIR is appropriate for broad planning actions
such as the adoption of a general plan, particularly where site-specific, project-level
information is not available or may not be feasibly obtained. CEQA is clear, however,
that the choice to prepare a Program EIR does not excuse a lead agency from making
a good-faith effort to investigate and disclose all it reasonably can, nor does it allow
the City here to defer an analysis of reasonably foreseeable significant environmental
impacts to a later stage of review to avoid addressing those impacts in a first-tier EIR.

The Re









































































































































