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MANAGEMENT SUMMARY  

 

Between January and April 2019, CRM TECH performed a cultural resources study 

on the area designated for the proposed Industrial Lime Production Plant Project near 

the unincorporated community of Trona, San Bernardino County, California.  The 

project area includes approximately 61.6 acres of vacant land in Assessorôs Parcel 

Number (APN) 0485-031-12 and approximately 1.8 linear miles of utility line rights-

of-way, located on the northwest side of the community, within Sections 7, 8, and 18 

of T25S R43E, Mount Diablo Baseline and Meridian. 

 

The study is a part of the environmental review process for the proposed construction 

of the plant on APN 0485-031-12, an electrical distribution line leading east from the 

plant site, and a natural gas pipeline leading south.  The County of San Bernardino, as 

the lead agency for the project, required the study pursuant to the California 

Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).  The purpose of this study is to provide the 

County with the necessary information and analysis to determine whether the 

proposed project would cause substantial adverse changes to any ñhistorical 

resources,ò as defined by CEQA, that may exist in or around the project area.   

 

In order to identify such resources, CRM TECH conducted a historical/archaeological 

resources records search, pursued historical background research, contacted Native 

American representatives, and carried out a systematic field survey of the entire 

project area.  The results of the records search indicate that an isolated lithic flake of 

prehistoric origin was recorded in the project area in 1989 and was subsequently 

designated 36-063304 in the California Historical Resources Inventory.  During the 

field survey, however, the artifact could not be located. 

 

Isolates like 36-063304, or localities with fewer than three artifacts, by definition do 

not qualify as archaeological sites due to the lack of contextual integrity and the 

resulting inability to yield important data.  As such, they do not constitute potential 

ñhistorical resourcesò and require no further consideration.  In conclusion, no 

potential ñhistorical resourcesò were encountered within or adjacent to the project 

area throughout the course of the study. 

 

No further cultural resources investigation is recommended for the proposed project 

unless construction plans undergo such changes as to include areas not covered by 

this study.  However, if buried cultural materials are encountered inadvertently during 

any earth-moving operations associated with the project, all work within 50 feet of 

the discovery should be halted or diverted until a qualified archaeologist can evaluate 

the nature and significance of the finds. 
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INTRODUCTION  

 

Between January and April 2019, CRM TECH performed a cultural resources study on the area 

designated for the proposed Industrial Lime Production Plant Project near the unincorporated 

community of Trona, San Bernardino County, California (Figure 1).  The project area includes 

approximately 61.6 acres of vacant land in Assessorôs Parcel Number (APN) 0485-031-12 and 

approximately 1.8 linear miles of utility line rights-of-way, located on the northwest side of the 

community, within Sections 7, 8, and 18 of T25S R43E, Mount Diablo Baseline and Meridian 

(Figures 2, 3). 

 

The study is a part of the environmental review process for the proposed construction of the plant on 

APN 0485-031-12, an electrical distribution line leading east from the plant site, and a natural gas 

pipeline leading south (Figures 2, 3).  The County of San Bernardino, as the lead agency for the 

project, required the study pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA; PRC 

§21000, et seq.).  The purpose of this study is to provide the County with the necessary information 

and analysis to determine whether the proposed project would cause substantial adverse changes to 

any ñhistorical resources,ò as defined by CEQA, that may exist in or around the project area.   

 

In order to identify such resources, CRM TECH conducted a historical/archaeological resources 

records search, pursued historical background research, contacted Native American representatives, 

and carried out a systematic field survey of the entire project area.  The following report is a 

complete account of the methods, results, and final conclusion of the study.  Personnel who 

participated in the study are named in the appropriate sections below, and their qualifications are 

provided in Appendix 1. 

 

 
 

Figure 1.  Project vicinity.  (Based on USGS Trona, Calif., 30ôx60ô quadrangle [USGS 1969]) 
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Figure 2.  Project area.  (Based on the USGS Searles Lake, Trona East, Trona West, and Westend, Calif., 7.5ô 

quadrangles [USGS 1973a; 1973b; 1982; 1983]) 
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Figure 3.  Aerial view of the project area.  (Based on Google Earth imagery) 
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SETTING 

 

CURRENT NATURAL SETT ING 

 

The small industrial down of Trona is situated on the northwestern side of Searles Lake, a dry 

lakebed at the northern end of the Searles Valley, which is an arid desert basin nestled between the 

Argus and Slate Mountain Ranges, in the northern portion of the Mojave Desert.  Typical of the 

eastern California desert country, the climate and environment of the Searles Valley area are 

characterized by extremes in temperature and aridity, with the average high temperature in summer 

reaching over 105º Fahrenheit, the average low temperature in winter dropping to approximately 33º 

Fahrenheit, and an average annual rainfall below four inches. 

 

The main project site is located to the northwest of Trona and on the southeast side of Robert Road 

(Figure 3).  From the plant site, the proposed power line alignment extends east within the right-of-

way of Athol Street and along the northern edge of Trona, while the gas line route extends south 

along an unnamed dirt road, across an open field, and finally along First Street towards the 

neighboring community of Argus.  Both Athol Street and First Street are paved public roadways.  

Elevations in the project area range approximately from 1,660 feet to 1,830 feet above mean sea 

level. 

 

Currently, the main project site serves as a landfill for the disposal of ash from a local coal-burning 

power plant (Figure 4).  The ash piles, buried with soil, occupy more than 95 percent of the parcel 

and rise as much as 20 feet above the original ground surface in most areas.  The only undisturbed 

ground on the property are found along the eastern, southeastern, and southwestern boundaries.  The 

soil in these areas consists of a coarse alluvial sand and gravel mixture.  The sparse vegetation 

growth in these areas consisted mainly of the typical small desert shrubs. 

 

 
 

Figure 4.  Current natural setting of the main project site.  (Photograph taken on February 6, 2019; view to the north.) 


