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MANAGEMENT SUMMARY

Between January anipril 2019, CRM TECH perfored a cultural resources study
on the area designated for the propdseldistrial Lime Production Plant Projewtar
the unincorporated community of Trgn&an Bernardino County, Californialhe
project area includeapproximately 656 acresof vacant landn Assessas Parcel
Number(APN) 0485031-12 and approximateli.8 linear milesof utility line rights
of-way, located on th@orthwest sidef the conmunity, within Sections 7, 8and18

of T25S R43EMount DiabloBasdine and Meridian.

The study is gart of the environmental review process for the proposed construction
of the plant onAPN 0485031-12, an electrical distribution line leading east frdime

plant site, and a natural gas pipeline leading sotitte County of San Bernardino, as
the lead gency for the project, required the study pursuant to the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). The purpose of this study is to provide the
County with the necessary information and analysis to determine whether the
proposed project would cause stdntial adverse changes to afikistorical
resourcesg)as defined by CEQA, that may exist in or around the project area.

In order to identify such swurces, CRM TECH conducted a historical/archaeological
resources records search, pursued historicekgraund researctgontacted Native
American representatives, and carried awystematicfield survey of the entire
project area.The resuis of the records search indicate that an isolated lithic flake of
prehistoric origin was recorded in theoact areain 1989 and was subsequently
designated36-063304 in the California Historical Resources InventoBuring the
field survey, however, thartifact could not be located.

Isolatedike 36-063304 or localitieswith fewer than three artifacts, lgefinition do

not qualify as archaeological sites due to the lack of contextual integritghand
resulting inability to yieldmportant data. As such, they do not constitute potential
fihistorical resourc@s and require no further considerationln condusion no
potential fihistorical resourca® were encountered within or adjacent to the project
area throughout the course oétstudy.

No further cultural resources investigation is recommended foptbeosedoroject
unlessconstructionplans undergowsh clanges as to include areas not covered by
this study. However, if buried cultural materials are encountered inadvedanitiyg

any eartimoving operations associated with the project, all work within 50 feet of
the discovery should be halted or eliteduntil a qualified archaeologist can evaluate
the nature and significance of the finds.
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INTRODUCTION

Between January arfpril 2019, CRM TECH pdormed a cultural resources stualy the area
designated for the proposediustrial Lime Production Plant Projewarthe unincorporated
communty of Trona, San Bernardino County, Califorfiagure 1) The poject area includes
approximately 66 acresof vacant land ilAssessals Parcel NumbgiAPN) 0485031-12 and
approximatelyl.8 linear milef utility line rights-of-way, located on theorthwest side of the
community, within Sections 7, 8, and 18 of TZR&3E, Mount DiablBasdine and Meridian
(Figures 2, 3)

The study is a part of the environmental review process for the proposed construction of the plant on
APN 0485031-12, an electrickdistribution line leading east from the plant site, and a nagas

pipeline leading soutfFigures 2, 3) The County of San Bernardino, as the lead agency for the

project, required the study pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (CIER®

§21000, et sey. The purpose of this study is to provide thounty with the necessary information
andanalysis to determine whether the proposed project would cause substantial adverse changes to
any Ahistorical r e s o u rnaeexist ion orarsunditleefprojeceacca. by CE Q

In order to identify such resources, CRM TECH conducted a hiatt@ichaeological resources
records search, pursued historical background researdhctmniNative American representatives,
and carried out aystematidield survey of the eire project areaThe following report is a
complete account of theethods, results, and final conclusion of the study. Personnel who
participated in the study are named in the appropriate sections below, and thiigtatjoak are
provided in Appendi 1.
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Figure 1. Project vicinity. (Based on USGS Trona, C&ff.,6 x §uaddangle [USGS BY))
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1,800 feet

Figure 3. Aerial view of the project area. (Based on Google Earth imagery)



SETTING
CURRENT NATURAL SETT ING

The small industrial down of Trona is situated on the northwestide ofSearles Lake, a dry

lakebed at the northern end of the Searles Valley, which is an arid desert basin nestled between the
Argus and Slat®ountain Rangesin the northern portion of the Mojave Desenypical of the

eastern California desert cdoy the climate and environment of tBearles Valley area are
characterized bgxtremes in temperature and arigiggth the average high tempéueein summer
reaching over 105° Fahrenheit, the average low temperature in winter dropping to approggiately
Fahrenheit, and an average annual rainfall below four inches.

The main project site is located to the northwest of Trona and on the sostieaéRobert Road
(Figure 3) From the plant site, the proposed power line alignment extendwig@stthe rightof-
way of Athol Streetand along the nordrnedge of Tronawhile the gas line route extends south
along an unnamed dirt road, acros®panfield, and finally along First Street towards the
neighboring community of ArgusBoth Athol Streetand First Street are paved public roadways.
Elevations in the project area range approximately ftgg60feet tol,830feet above mean sea
level.

Currently, themain project siteserves as landfill for the disposal of ash fromlocal coatburning
powerplant(Figure 4) The ash piles, buried with soil, occupy more than 95 percent of the parcel
and rise as much as 20 feet above the original gresuface in most areasl'he only undisturbed
ground orthe propertyarefoundalong theeasternsoutheast®, and souttvesern boundaries. The
soil in these areasonsists of coarse alluvial sand and gravel mixtufiehe sparse vegetation

growth in thesarea consistednainly of the typicalsmall desert shrubs.

Figured. Current natural setting of threainprojectsite. (Photograph taken drebruary 6, 2019view to the north.



