
CATEGORICAL EXEMPTION/CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION DETERMINATION FORM 
1 0-MPA-140 33.4/37.1 1L810/1020000062 
Dist.-Co.-Rte. or Local A enc P.M./P.M. E.NPro"ect No. Federal-Aid Pro·ect No. Local Pro·ect /Pro·ect No. 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION: (Briefly describe project including need, purpose, location, limits, right-of-way requirements, and 
activities involved in this box. Use Continuation Sheet, if necessa . 

The California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) proposes an emergency project to replace culverts and 
stabilize slopes along State Route (SR) 140 within Mariposa County between post mile 33.4 and post mile 37.1 
due to damage caused by the Briceburg Fire. The scope of work includes installing erosion and sediment 
control measures, removing burnt and hazardous trees, pavement repairs, installation of weather forecasting 
instrumentation, and replacing three (3) burnt and damaged culverts at post miles 34.384, 35.022, and 36.242. 
All work will occur within Caltrans and Bureau of Land Management right of way. The purpose of this project is 
to immediately repair the failed roadway, culverts, and unstable slopes. The project is needed to maintain 
hi hwa safet and functionalit alon SR-140. 
CAL TRANS CEQA DETERMINATION (Check one) 

D Not Applicable - Caltrans is not the CEQA Lead Agency D Not Applicable - Caltrans has prepared an Initial Study or 
Environmental Impact Report under CEQA 

Based on an examination of this proposal , supporting information, and the above statements, the project is: 

~ Exempt by Statute. (PRC 21080[b]; 14 CCR 15260 et seq.) 

D Categorically Exempt. Class . (PRC 21084; 14 CCR 15300 et seq.) 
Based on an examination of this proposal and supporting information, the following statements are true and exceptions do not 
apply: 

• If this project falls within exempt class 3, 4, 5, 6 or 11, it does not impact an environmental resource of hazardous or critical 
concern where designated, precisely mapped, and officially adopted pursuant to law. 

• There will not be a significant cumulative effect by this project and successive projects of the same type in the same place, 
over time. 

• There is not a reasonable possibility that the project will have a significant effect on the environment due to unusual 
circumstances. 

• This project does not damage a scenic resource within an officially designated state scenic highway. 
• This project is not located on a site included on any list compiled pursuant to Govt. Code § 65962.5 ("Cortese List"). 
• This project does not cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of a historical resource. 

D Common Sense Exemption. [This project does not fall within an exempt class, but it can be seen with certainty that there is no 
possibility that the activity may have a significant effect .on the environment (14 CCR 15061 [b][3].) 
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NEPA COMPLIANCE 
In accordance with 23 CFR 771.117, and based on an examination of this proposal and supporting information, the State has 
determined that this project: 
• does not individually or cumulatively have a significant impact on the environment as defined by NEPA, and is excluded from the 

requirements to prepare an Environmental Assessment (EA) or Environmental Impact Statement (EIS), and 
• has considered unus circumstances pursuant to 23 CFR 771 .117(b ). 

CAL TRANS NEP gNATION (Check one) 

D 23 USC 326: The S rm . that this project has no significant impacts on the environment as defined by NEPA, and 

that there are no unusua st . ces~. s d . rib. ed. in 23 CFR 771 .117(b ). As such, the project is categorically excluded from 
the requirements to prepare an · r EIS ~h ational Environmental Policy Act. The State has been assigned , and hereby 
certifies that it has carried out the respo . · o · ,s· determination pursuant to Chapter 3 of Title 23, United States Code, 
Section 326 and a Memorandum of Understa · . t1· 2016 .• executed between the FHWA and the State. The State 
has determined that the project is a Categorical clusi r· · 

□ 23 CFR 771.117(c): activity(c)(_) · · /Jc 
□ 23 CFR 771.117(d): activity(d){_) . ~ 
D Activity_ listed in Appendix A of the MOU between FH A . ..,. . . • 

D 23 USC 327: Based on an examination of this proposal and supporting inform . , e la etermined that the project is a 

Categorical Exclusion under 23 USC 327. The environmental review, consultation, . · h ac1! .. · .... e.quired by applicable 
Federal environmental laws for this project are being , or have been, carried out by Caltra . ant t C 327 and the 
Memorandum of Understanding dated December 23, 2016 and executed by FHWA and Caltran . .' 

Print Name: Senior Env ironmental Planner or 
Environmental Branch Chief 

Signature Date 

Date of Categorical Exclusion Checklist completion: N/A 

Print Name: Project Manager/DLA Engineer 

Signature Date 

Date of ECR or equivalent: See Continuation Sheet 

Briefly list environmental commitments on continuation sheet. Reference additional information, as appropriate (e.g ., CE checklist, 
additional studies and design conditions). Page 1 of 2 January 3, 2019 
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Continuation Sheet 
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Continued from page 1: 

General: 

o Environmental reevaluation will be required if the scope of the project changes to include additional 
areas or activities, or if previously unknown cultural or other sensitive resources are discovered. 
Contact the Environmental Office if project changes occur or sensitive resources discovered. 

Cultural: 

o If cultural materials are discovered at the job site, do not disturb the resources and immediately: 
1. Stop all work within a 60foot radius of discovery 
2. Protect the discovery area 
3. Notify the Engineer 
4. The Department Investigates. Do not move cultural materials or take them from the job site. 

Retain a qualified archaeologist to assess the significance of the find. Do not resume work 
within the discovery area until authorized. 

o If human remains are discovered, State Health and Safety Code Section 7050.5 states that further 

Visual: 

. disturbances and activities shall cease in any area or nearby area suspected to overlie remains, and 
the County coroner contacted. Pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 5097 .98. If the remains 
are thought to be Native American, the coroner will notify the Native American Heritage Commission 
(NAHC) who will then notify the Most Likely Descendent (MLD). At the same time the landowner will 
work with the MLD on the respectful treatment and disposition of the remains. Further provisions of 
PRC 5097 .98 are to be followed as applicable. 

o If temporary debris· racks will be installed to catch large debris from storms along this Scenic 
Highway, all new galvanized debris racks shall be treated with a brown stain to visually blend the 
new debris racks with the surrounding landscape. 

Permits required: 

California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) Emergency 1610 Streambed Alteration permit 
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