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1. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

1

The Fullerton Joint Union High School District (“Applicant”) is proposing to rehabilitate
the Louis Plummer Auditorium (“Project”), located on the campus of Fullerton Union
High School at 201 E. Chapman Avenue in the City of Fullerton, California (“Project
Site”). Plummer Auditorium is listed in the National Register of Historic Places and the
California Register of Historical Resources, and therefore is considered a historical
resource under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).
The purpose of CEQA is to evaluate whether a proposed project may have a significant
adverse effect on the environment and, if so, if that effect can be reduced or eliminated
by pursuing an alternative course of action or through mitigation measures. Historical
resources are considered part of the environment under CEQA; therefore, potential
impacts of a project on historical resources must be considered.
This report identifies project impacts which may result in an adverse change in the
significance of Plummer Auditorium, and analyzes whether these significant impacts can
be reduced to a less-than-significant level, thereby avoiding a substantial adverse change
in the significance of the resource. Also, this report identifies three additional structures
in the immediate vicinity of the Project Site—Science Building No.1, Science Building
No. 2, and the Historic Walkway—which have been previously determined eligible for
listing in the National Register and are therefore considered historical resources under
CEQA. Impacts from the proposed Project on the significance of these resources are
also analyzed.
A site visit was conducted on April 13, 2020 to inspect and document existing
conditions on the Project Site. Research, field observation and analysis were performed
by Paul Travis, AICP, Managing Partner; John LoCascio, AIA, Principal; and Kari Fowler,
Senior Planner, all of whom are qualified professionals who meet or exceed the
Secretary of the Interior’s Professional Qualification Standards.
Based upon the impacts analysis contained herein, this report finds that the proposed
Project will not result in a substantial adverse change in the significance of Plummer
Auditorium, Science Building No. 1, Science Building No. 2, or the Historical Walkway.
After construction of the proposed Project, these historical resources will continue to
convey their historic significance. Therefore, the proposed Project to rehabilitate the
Louis Plummer Auditorium at Fullerton Union High School will not have a significant
effect on the environment as defined by CEQA.
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2. PROJECT LOCATION

2

The Project Site is located at 201 E. Chapman Avenue, Fullerton, California (APN 029050-02), on the campus of Fullerton Union High School. The high school campus is
bounded roughly by Berkeley Avenue on the north, Chapman Avenue on the south,
Lemon Street on the east, and Pomona Avenue on the west. Plummer Auditorium is
situated in the southeastern portion of the campus, at the northwest corner of Chapman
Avenue and Lemon Street. Directly across Lemon Street to the east is the campus of
Fullerton College. [For a Project Location Map, see Figure 1, below.]
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Source: Bing Maps © 2020

FIGURE 1: PROJECT LOCATION MAP

Plummer Auditorium
Fullerton Union High School
201 East Chapman Avenue
Fullerton CA 92832
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3. PROPOSED PROJECT 1

4

Plummer Auditorium, located at the corner of E. Chapman Avenue and N. Lemon
Street on the Fullerton High School campus (201 E. Chapman Avenue), is a historical
resource (listed in the National Register of Historic Places). The approach to design,
alterations, and additions, has been completed with the objective of retaining historic
character and maintaining the character-defining spaces and features of the existing
building and its setting. Therefore, the significance of the building has been recognized
and acknowledged.
Plummer Auditorium is a single-story concrete shear-wall building with a mezzanine, full
basement, and clock tower. Pursuant to Title 24 Part 1 Section 4-306 of the California
Code of Regulations, the proposed Project would rehabilitate the existing building,
including the following notable items:
 Strengthen the concrete columns and pilasters with steel plate and/or fiber reinforced
polymer (FRP) wrap
 Strengthen the clock tower exterior walls with fiber reinforced polymer wrap
 Construct new exterior buttresses to the west of the colonnade walkway, including new
concrete caisson foundations
 Infill the east stage opening with concrete shear wall
 Reinforce the main roof concrete diaphragm perimeter with bolted steel plate
 Provide accessible seating at auditorium level
 Fire sprinkler upgrade
 Complete fire alarm upgrade
Building Addition, Lobby – provides accessible entrance, accessible restrooms, accessible path to
auditorium seating and basement, and ticket booth. Building addition area: 771 square feet at the
northeast Basement/Dressing room area; 2,369 square feet at the southeast portion of the
building (Lobby, Restrooms and Ticket booth); Total area: 3,140 square feet. The FRP

applications will necessitate the removal of portions of the existing exterior and interior
plaster wall finish, some decorative cast stone and plaster elements, and portions of the
decorative stenciling in the auditorium prior to application. To minimize potential
impacts to the building’s historic significance, the proposed Project will document these
features utilizing a qualified conservator prior to removal. The features will be
catalogued and safely stored during application of the FRP. After application the features
will be re-installed in their original locations and configuration; or replicated to match
the originals in design, material, and finish.

[For a Campus Site Plan, see Figure 2, below.]
1

Project description provided by Applicant.
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FIGURE 2: CAMPUS SITE PLAN
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Source: “Fullerton Union High School, Plummer Auditorium Seismic and Access Upgrade,” project drawings, Little
Diversified Architectural Consulting, September 25, 2019.

HISTORICAL RESOURCES TECHNICAL REPORT

Plummer Auditorium, Fullerton Union High School
HISTORIC RESOURCES GROUP

4. IDENTIFICATION OF HISTORICAL RESOURCES

6

Previous Evaluations and Designations

National Register for Historic Places
The Louis Plummer Auditorium was listed in the National Register of Historic Places on
September 30, 1993 (National Register Information System ID: 93001019). The
property was found significant under Criterion A “for its contributions to the social,
cultural, and educational history of Fullerton. Constructed in 1930 for the Fullerton
High School and Junior College District, the building has served as an important cultural
center for residents of all ages in the north Orange County area.” Additionally, it was
found significant under Criterion C as an outstanding example of Spanish Colonial
Revival style with Italian Renaissance elements. Designed by noted architect Carleton M.
Winslow, it is noted for its “high artistic value…strong classical design elements and
impressive domed tower.” The period of significance is identified as 1930-1945.2 [For

the complete National Register nomination for Plummer Auditorium, see Appendix B.]
Local Identification and Designation
Plummer Auditorium was first identified as locally significant by Fullerton’s 1978
Historical Building Survey. The Fullerton Union High School campus as a whole was
noted for its historical importance as the oldest high school in northern Orange County,
established on its current site in 1912, with the permanent campus constructed between
1922 and 1932. Plummer Auditorium (1930), Science Building No. 1 (1949), and
Science Building No. 2 (1953) were identified as the three oldest remaining buildings on
the campus.
Additionally, the oldest portion of the campus was noted for its master planning and
architecture. The primarily Spanish Colonial Revival campus is composed of one- and
two-story buildings connected by arcaded walkways and oriented around a central
landscaped court. The 1919 campus plan and its earliest permanent features—including
Plummer Auditorium and the arcaded walkways—were designed by noted architect
Carleton M. Winslow and established the architectural vocabulary for the campus.
Plummer Auditorium, in particular, was called out for its sophisticated and eclectic
design, including its elaborate Beaux Arts primary façade. Plummer Auditorium was also
noted for its cultural importance, serving not only as a performance space for the high
school, but also as a civic gathering space hosting various community-oriented events
and cultural programs throughout its history.3

2

“Louis Plummer Auditorium,” National Register of Historic Places Registration Form, prepared by Diann
Marsh, April 28, 1993.
3 “Fullerton Union High School,” Historic Resources Inventory form, Fullerton Historical Building Survey,
1978, prepared by Emily Miller, March 1979; “Plummer (Louis) Auditorium,” Historic Resources
Inventory form, Fullerton Historical Building Survey, 1978, prepared by Emily Miller, January 1979.
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On January 14, 2004, the City of Fullerton designated four features of the Fullerton
Union High School campus as local Historical Landmarks and added them to the City’s
Local Register of Historical Resources. These features included Science Building No. 1
(Historical Landmark No. 78), Science Building No. 2 (Historical Landmark No. 79),
Plummer Auditorium (Historical Landmark No. 80), and the “Historical Walkway,”
consisting of extant remnants of the campus’ original arcade system (Historical
Landmark No. 81). At the time of these local designations, Science Buildings No. 1 and
2 and the Historical Walkway were also determined eligible for listing in the National
Register of Historic Places. Plummer Auditorium was already listed in the National
Register.4 [For the complete Fullerton Landmark Application for Fullerton Union High

7

School, see Appendix C.]
Historical Resources Under CEQA

CEQA defines a historical resource as a resource listed in, or determined eligible for
listing in, the California Register of Historical Resources. All properties in the California
Register are to be considered under CEQA. However, because a property does not
appear on the California Register does not mean it is not significant and therefore
exempt from CEQA consideration. All resources determined eligible for the California
Register are also to be considered under CEQA.
Plummer Auditorium is listed in the National Register of Historic Places, and Science
Buildings No. 1 and No. 2 and the Historical Walkway have been determined eligible
for listing in the National Register. Thus, all four of these structures are automatically
listed in the California Register of Historical Resources and are therefore considered
historical resource as defined by CEQA.5 [For a map of historical resources on the

Fullerton Union High School campus, see Figure 3 below.]

4

“Table 6: City of Fullerton Local Register of Historical Resources,” in “The Fullerton Plan: The Fullerton
Built Environment,” City of Fullerton, adopted May 1, 2012, revised May 5, 2015; “Fullerton H.S.
Science Bldg. 1 & 2 and Historic Walkway,” Master Application Form, May 23, 2003; “Plummer
Auditorium,” Master Application Form, May 23, 2003.
5 California PRC, Section 21084.1.
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FIGURE 3: HISTORICAL RESOURCES ON THE FULLERTON HIGH SCHOOL CAMPUS
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5. PROJECT SITE DESCRIPTION6

9

Architectural Description of Plummer Auditorium

Setting
The Louis Plummer Auditorium was constructed in 1930 at the northwest corner of
Chapman Avenue and Lemon Street. The auditorium is situated in the
southeasternmost corner of the Fullerton Union High School campus, immediately
south of the Fine Arts building, and east of the Administration Building. The
auditorium’s primary (south-facing) façade along Chapman Avenue is set back behind a
deep concrete-paved gathering space flanked by areas of grassy lawns and mature trees.
A wrought-iron events board stands on the east side of the primary façade. A concrete
sidewalk and grassy parkways with mature street trees run along its Lemon Street (eastfacing) façade. The campus’ open front lawn flanks the auditorium to the west.
The auditorium’s immediate surroundings have evolved somewhat throughout the
building’s history, as early campus structures have been replaced by newer buildings
over time. However, the overall character of the auditorium’s setting has remained fairly
constant throughout its history. Plummer Auditorium continues to sit amid the broad
lawns, arcaded walkways, and low-scale Spanish Colonial Revival school buildings of
Fullerton Union High School, and dominates the street frontage along Chapman
Avenue, one of Fullerton’s primary east-west automobile thoroughfares.
Exterior
Plummer Auditorium is designed in the Spanish Colonial Revival style with Italian
Renaissance elements. It is composed of a large main volume which contains the
audience seating area (main house), and a taller rear volume containing the stage and
loft areas (stage house). It is irregular in plan, with a projecting arcade, multiple shedroof wings, and a five-story tower. The building is constructed of poured-in-place
concrete. Exterior walls are clad in sand-textured stucco. The roofs are sheathed in red
clay barrel tiles. The main volume has a low-pitched front-gable roof; the rear volume
has a hipped roof with gabled wall dormers. Other exterior features include concrete
buttresses, metal scuppers and downspouts, wood panel doors, elaborate cast-stone
ornamentation, and decorative wrought-iron gates and light fixtures.
The auditorium’s design is dominated by an elaborate five-story tower located at the
northwest corner of the building. The tower has stucco exterior cladding, projecting
corner pilasters, and decorative cornices defining the tower’s upper stories. The belfry
has paired rounded-arch openings with classical columns and keystone above, and single
arched openings with projecting balconette below. Each of these openings is
embellished with ceramic tiles in blue, gold, and green. All four sides of the tower
6

This architectural description is largely adapted from Plummer Auditorium’s 1993 National Register
nomination and 2003 City of Fullerton landmark application.

HISTORICAL RESOURCES TECHNICAL REPORT

Plummer Auditorium, Fullerton Union High School
HISTORIC RESOURCES GROUP

display a large clock face composed of applied metal Roman numerals. The tower is
capped with an octagonal dome clad in blue, gold, and green mosaic tile, and topped
with a decorative cupola. Fenestration in the tower consists of divided-light steel-frame
casement windows.
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Plummer Auditorium’s primary (south-facing) façade is oriented toward Chapman
Avenue. The façade is symmetrical in its arrangement with concrete buttresses and
Beaux Arts ornamentation. The central portion of the façade has a pitched parapet with
a lyre detail at the apex and comedy and tragedy masks at each end. An elaborate rose
window features cast-stone tracery and surround. Beneath the window, applied metal
lettering reads “Louis E. Plummer Auditorium.”
The primary façade is dominated by a central projecting portico. The portico has a flat
roof with a parapet and decorative cornice. A trio of rounded-arch openings are
elaborated with cast-stone ornamentation. Classical pilasters topped with capitals of
acanthus leaves and shields flank each of the arched openings. A cast-stone cartouche
detail occupies the panel above the central arch. The inside face of each arch is
accented with chamfered and ornamental cast-stone blocks. The interior of the portico
has cast-stone walls and a scored concrete landing. The ceiling is composed of three
stucco-clad vaults, each with a hanging wrought-iron lantern suspended from a chain.
Ticket windows with elaborate surrounds and cornices are located at the east and west
ends of the portico interior. The main entrance to the lobby consists of three nonoriginal aluminum-frame glazed doors with sidelights. The portico is accessed via a set of
wide concrete steps with wrought-iron handrails. The steps are flanked by low concrete
piers with decorative wrought-iron lampposts. The façade’s outer bays each contain a
trio of blind openings with decorative cast-stone surrounds. Two metal plaques—
commemorating the building’s designation as Local Landmark No. 10, and its listing in
the National Register of Historic Places—are mounted on the east side of the primary
façade.
The auditorium’s west façade is dominated by a projecting arcade which runs the full
length of the building. The arcade has a flat roof and a series of round arches; square
columns with chamfered corners, folded leaf capitals, and shield detail; and a low stucco
wall capped with terra cotta tiles and wrought-iron balustrades. The main entry arch has
a decorative cast-stone surround, concrete steps, and wrought-iron handrails. The arcade
is paved with terra cotta floor tiles. Beneath the arcade is a large wall mural entitled
“Pastoral California.” Painted by W.P.A. artist Charles Kassler in 1934, the mural is a
fresco measuring 75 feet long and 15 feet high. The mural was restored in 1997
through a community effort, after having been covered by paint for 56 years. Access to
this part of the arcade is secured by three sets of decorative wrought-iron gates. A blind
round-arch opening with decorative cast-stone surround occupies the base of tower.
The east façade runs along Lemon Street and features a projecting shed-roof wing with
three separate side entrances. The southernmost entry is composed of a single wood
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paneled door within a recessed rounded-arch opening with a classical cast-stone
surround, and concrete steps with wrought-iron handrails. The central entry features a
set of metal panel double doors. The northernmost entry consists of a single wood
paneled door within a recessed opening and embellished with a series of decorative
cast-stone tiles. Above the shed-roof wing, a series of blind arched openings are infilled
with black, white and yellow ceramic tiles. Toward the rear of the façade are several
service entrances providing access to the stage house. Two of these entrances are
composed of a single metal door, one of which is elevated and accessed via an L-shaped
flights of concrete steps and with solid stucco wall. A loading entrance has a metal rollup door.

11

The building’s north façade is composed of a plain concrete wall with concrete
buttressing and two gabled wall dormers. A two-story rear addition serves as a “hyphen”
connecting the auditorium to the Fine Arts building to the north. This addition has a flat
roof and smooth stucco walls and wraps around the auditorium’s northwest corner.
Interior
Plummer Auditorium has a richly-decorated interior which displays many of the same
Spanish Colonial Revival and classical influences evident on the exterior. The interior is
composed of a lobby, a main house, and a stage with backstage areas. The lobby is a
shallow rectangular space that spans the width of the interior. It has a concave roughtextured stucco ceiling with three hanging wrought-iron chandeliers. The lobby walls are
covered with decorative textured wallpaper. The floors are primarily carpeted, with
ceramic tile flooring at the main entrance doors. Access to the main house side aisle is
provided by two sets of wood paneled double doors. A 1947 wall-mounted metal
plaque commemorates members of the Fullerton Union High School student body that
were lost during World War II. At each end of the lobby is a staircase to the balcony,
composed of cast-stone steps and a stucco grille. Beneath the grille is a wall-mounted
drinking fountains with ceramic tile backsplash.
The main house contains a floor-level seating area with dual side aisles, and a balconylevel seating area. It has an exposed truss ceiling composed of rough-hewn wood beams
painted with polychromatic decorative patterns. Suspended from the ceiling is a series of
ornate wrought-iron chandeliers. The upper portion of the main house walls display a
variety of openings with decorative wrought-iron and stucco grilles. The main seating
area has a raked concrete floor and non-original theater seats arranged in gently-curving
rows. The underside of the balcony has ceiling-mounted wrought-iron light fixtures. A
box for technical staff sits at the back of the house.
The front of the main house has a raised wood stage which projects from a simple,
rectilinear proscenium. On either side of the stage is a set of wood steps with a metal
balustrade. Flanking the proscenium on each side is an elaborate projecting balconette,
composed of Palladian windows with leaded divided-lights and decorative draperies
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behind. The balconettes have highly-ornate cast surround including etched pilasters,
heavy projecting sills with decorative corbels, and an inspirational phrase etched below.
Beneath each balconette is a projecting cast shelf with a flagpole displaying the national
or state flag. The side aisles are separated from the main house by a series of octagonal
columns with cast Corinthian capital and segmental arches. The side aisles feature
textured-stucco ceilings with round arches and crown moldings, stucco walls with cast
capitals, and carpeted floors. A series of wrought-iron light fixtures are suspended from
the side-aisle ceilings. On the balcony level, the hallway has a stucco beam ceiling,
carpeted floors, and stucco walls with wrought-iron sconces. The balcony seating area
has raked carpeted floors and non-original theater seats. The face of the balcony has a
blind arch plaster detail. Plummer Auditorium also contains its original Wurlitzer pipe
organ, which has been fully restored.

12

Alterations7
 Wall-mounted sign frames have been added to portico exterior and interior
 The three main entrance doors on the primary façade appear to be replacements
 Wrought-iron handrails have been added to exterior stairs throughout; these handrails are
compatible in material and design
 Applied address numbers have been added to the primary façade
 Two commemorative metal wall plaques have been added to the east side of the primary
façade
 Arched opening in the base of the tower has been infilled
 Ceiling light fixtures have been added in the west arcade
 Metal panel side entrance doors may be replacements; these doors are compatible in design
 A rear addition wraps around the building’s northwest corner and connects it to the Fine
Arts building to the north; the addition is easily discernable and leaves much of the
auditorium’s north façade unaltered
 The interior partition between the lobby and main house has been replaced; the wide
center auditorium entrance has been infilled and two side entrances added
 The main house floor-level seating plan has been altered from its original center-aisle
configuration to a dual side-aisle configuration
 The technical staff box at the back of the house is an addition
 The auditorium theater seats are replacements
7

According to the City’s 2002 historic survey, in 1995 Plummer Auditorium was fully rehabilitated and
improved to meet seismic safety requirements, and the Wurlitzer Organ was restored. (“Fullerton
Through the Years: A Survey of Architectural, Cultural & Environmental Heritage,” City of Fullerton,
Development Services Department, 2002, 105).
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 Square acoustical wall panels have been added throughout
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 Wall- and ceiling-mounted theatrical lighting has been added
 Metal wall-mounted handrails added to interior stairways

Description of Other Campus Historical Resources

Science Buildings No. 1 and No. 2
Science Building No. 1 and Science Building No. 2 were constructed in 1949 and 1953,
respectively. They are situated in the southwestern corner of the Fullerton Union High
School campus. The two buildings are essentially identical and situated side by side at
the sidewalk along Pomona Avenue. The areas north and south of each building contain
grassy open lawns. An arcaded walkway—a portion of the Historic Walkway (described
below)—link the two science buildings at their eastern ends.
The science buildings are rectangular in plan and two stories tall. They have low-pitched
side-gabled roofs sheathed in red clay barrel tiles and molded cornices. Set on each roof
ridgeline is an eight-sided stucco cupola with metal louver vents and a copper dome
with a decorative finial. A round-arch pediment detail adorns the apex of the east-facing
gable ends. The buildings are constructed of poured-in-place concrete. Exterior walls are
painted concrete, with sand-textured stucco cladding in the arcades, loggias and
corridors. Building entrances are composed of single paneled wood doors. Fenestration
consists of steel-frame divided-light fixed and awning windows.
The primary (south-facing) façades display a recessed arcade on the ground story and a
recessed loggia on the upper story, both running the full length of the building. The
arcade is composed of round arches; square columns with chamfered corners, folded
leaf capitals, and shield detail; wrought-iron balustrades; and scored concrete paving.
The loggia displays simple square columns and wrought-iron balustrades. On Science
Building No. 1, the main entrance to the arcade is a rounded-arch opening with an
elaborate surround with cast ornamentation. A decorative stucco grille sits above the
arcade entrance.
The east facades have a window opening to the arcade with a decorative wrought-iron
grille on the ground story, and steel-frame rounded-arch windows in the upper story.
On the west façades, the ground story has a door opening to the arcade with a
decorative molded cornice and wrought-iron grille across the top. The upper story has
steel-frame rounded-arch windows with projecting molded sills. On Science Building
No. 1, the west façade has a projecting square bay with a shed metal roof, stucco walls,
and painted-out steel-frame windows. On the north façades, the ground story has a
door opening with a decorative molded cornice on the west end. The opening has a
scored-concrete stoop and leads to an interior concrete stairway with wall-mounted
metal handrails. Ribbons of steel-frame fixed and awning windows span the length of
both stories on this façade. On Science Building No. 2, two sets of external exhaust
pipes are affixed to the north façade. The buildings’ east ends contain interior corridors
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with scored concrete floors, and concrete stairways with wrought-iron balustrades and
wall-mounted metal handrails. A wall-mounted plaque commemorating the buildings’
designations as Local Landmark No. 78 (Science Building No. 1) and Local Landmark
No. 79 (Science Building No. 2) in 2004 have been added to each building respectively.

14

Historical Walkway
The Historical Walkway is composed of the extant portions of the campus’ original
arcade system. This includes two main segments: a raised walk which runs east-west
across the central portion of the campus, and an arcaded walkway that links the raised
walk to the two Science Buildings. Unifying the various segments of the Historical Walk
is a series of metal plaques inset into the paving and commemorating each graduating
class dating back to 1896.
The raised walk spans the central portion of the Fullerton Union High School campus,
between the existing English Building on the west and the Fine Arts Building on the east.
This raised walk is a remnant of what was originally a covered walkway that overlooked
the campus’ open front lawn to the south. The canopy and arches were removed with
the demolition of the original administration and library buildings, while the elevated
walkway and columns were left in place.
The walkway sits atop sand-texture stucco walls, which have utility access doors with
wrought-iron grilles. The walk is paved with square terra cotta tiles; portions of the
walkway have been repaved with concrete. Running along the south side of the raised
walk is a row of freestanding square columns with chamfered corners, folded leaf
capitals, and a shield detail. The columns are spanned by wrought-iron balustrades. In
the central portion of the raised walk, the row of columns is interrupted by a series of
low square piers and balustrades, and double-stairway which leads to the ground level
below. This stairway is a remnant of the original administration building, and now also
connects to the existing Administration building to the south. The stairway has
decorative cast-concrete piers, scored concrete steps, wrought-iron balustrades, and
metal pipe handrails. At the center of the stairway, beneath the ramp to the
Administration Building, is a wall-mounted metal plaque which reads “Fullerton Union
High School A.D. 1912.”
At its west end, the raised walk connects to an arcaded walkway which extends
southward, linking the two Science Buildings at their eastern ends. The arcade includes a
flat roof supported by round arches and square columns with chamfered corners, folded
leaf capitals, and shield detail; wrought-iron balustrades; and scored concrete paving.
The arcade is composed of a linear segment between Science Building No. 1 and
Science Building No. 2, and a segment that extends north of Science Building No. 2 and
jogs to link with the raised walkway.
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Character-Defining Features
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Character-defining features are those visual aspects and physical features or elements
that existed during a historic property’s period of significance, that contribute to the
property’s historic integrity and convey its historic significance. Character-defining
features can identify the building as an example of a specific building type, usually
related to the building’s function; they can exemplify the use of specific materials or
methods of construction, or embody an historical period or architectural style; and they
can convey the sense of time and place in buildings associated with significant events or
people. In general, retaining the character-defining features of a historic property retains
its integrity—that is, its ability to convey its significance—and thus its eligibility as an
historical resource.
Plummer Auditorium
As noted above, Plummer Auditorium is significant for its contributions to the social,
cultural, and educational history of Fullerton, as an outstanding example of Spanish
Colonial Revival style with Italian Renaissance elements, and as the work of noted
architect Carleton M. Winslow. Character-defining features that contribute to the
historical resource’s ability to convey its significance include:

Exterior
 Location at the northwest corner of Chapman Avenue and Lemon Street, in the
southeastern corner of the Fullerton Union High School campus
 Setting dominating the street frontage along Chapman Avenue, set back behind a deep
concrete-paved gathering space, and east of the campus’ open front lawn
 Form and massing, including a large main volume, taller rear volume, side wings, west
arcade and tower
 Poured-in-place concrete construction with concrete buttresses
 Sand-textured stucco exterior cladding
 Low-pitch gable and shed roofs with red clay barrel tiles, pitched front parapet cast-stone
ornamentation, and rear wall dormers
 Five-story tower, including corner pilasters, decorative cornices, arched openings,
balconette, classical ornamentation, decorative tile, clock faces, octagonal dome, and cupola
 Symmetrical arrangement of the primary façade
 Central portico, including flat roof with a parapet, decorative cornice, arched openings,
classical pilasters, cast-stone walls, vaulted ceilings, wrought-iron hanging lanterns, ticket
windows, concrete paving
 Cast-stone rose window
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 Applied lettering reading “Louis E. Plummer Auditorium”
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 Concrete entry steps, concrete piers and wrought-iron lampposts
 Arcade along the west façade, including flat roof; round arches; square columns with
chamfered corners, folded leaf capitals, and shield detail; metal balustrades; terra cotta floor
tiles; and wrought-iron gates
 Painted fresco wall mural
 Original wood panel doors throughout
 Metal scuppers and downspouts
 Decorative features throughout, including arches and arched openings, columns and
pilasters, window and door surrounds, cast-stone ornamentation, wrought-iron details, and
ceramic and terra cotta tile

Interior
 Configuration of interior spaces, including lobby, main house, balcony, stage, and backstage
 Lobby, including the ceiling, wrought-iron chandeliers, ceramic tile flooring and backsplash,
cast-stone staircases, and stucco grilles
 Exposed truss ceiling, including rough-hewn wood beams with painted decoration, and
wrought-iron chandeliers


Wall openings with wrought-iron and stucco grilles

 Raked concrete floors


Ceiling-mounted wrought-iron light fixtures on the underside of the balcony



Raised wood stage with side stairs and balustrades

 Balconettes, including Palladian windows, leaded glass, and elaborate surrounds
 Shelves with flagpoles


Blind arch detail on the face of the balcony

 Wall sconces in balcony-level hallway


Wurlitzer pipe organ

 Decorative features and materials throughout, including arches and arched openings,
columns and pilasters, window and door surrounds, cast-stone ornamentation, wrought-iron
details, and ceramic and terra cotta tile

Science Buildings No. 1 and No. 2
Character-defining features that contribute to the Science Buildings’ ability to convey
their significance include:
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 Location at the sidewalk along Pomona Avenue, in the southwestern corner of the
Fullerton Union High School campus
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 Setting situated side by side with grassy lawns to the north and south, and west of the
campus’ open front lawn
 Simple form and massing, including rectangular plan and two-story height
 Low-pitch gable roofs with red clay barrel tiles, molded cornices, cupola with copper dome,
and pediment detail
 Poured-in-place concrete construction
 Painted concrete and sand-textured stucco exterior cladding
 Ground-story arcade, including round arches; square columns with chamfered corners,
folded leaf capitals, and shield detail; metal balustrades; and scored concrete paving
 Upper-story loggia, including square columns and wrought-iron balustrades
 Single paneled wood doors
 Steel-frame divided-light fixed and awning windows
 Open door entries, interior stairways and corridors
 Concrete stoops and entry steps
 Decorative features throughout, including round arches and arched openings, columns and
pilasters, window and door surrounds, cast ornamentation, and wrought-iron details

Historical Walkway
Character-defining features that contribute to the Historical Walkway’s ability to convey
its significance include:

Raised walk
 Location between the English and Fine Arts buildings
 Setting overlooking the campus’ front lawn
 Stucco walls, access doors with wrought-iron grilles
 Terra cotta tiles, inset metal plaques
 Freestanding square columns with chamfered corners, folded leaf capitals, and shield detail
 Wrought-iron balustrades
 Double stairway, including concrete piers, concrete steps, wrought-iron balustrades, and
metal plaque
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Arcaded walkway
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 Location connecting the two Science Buildings to the raised walk
 Arcade, including a flat roof; round arches; square columns with chamfered corners, folded
leaf capitals, and shield detail
 Wrought-iron balustrades
 Scored concrete paving, inset metal plaques
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6. ANALYSIS OF POTENTIAL IMPACTS
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Framework for Analysis

CEQA requires that environmental protection be given significant consideration in the
decision-making process. Historical resources are included under environmental
protection. Thus, any project or action which constitutes a substantial adverse change to
a historical resource also has a significant effect on the environment and shall comply
with the State CEQA Guidelines.
The State Legislature, in enacting the California Register of Historic Resources, amended
CEQA to clarify which properties are significant, as well as which project impacts are
considered to be significantly adverse. A project that may cause a substantial adverse
change in the significance of a historical resource is a project that may have a significant
effect on the environment.8 A substantial adverse change in the significance of a historic
resource means demolition, destruction, relocation, or alteration of the resource or its
immediate surroundings such that the significance of a historical resource would be
materially impaired.9
The CEQA Guidelines further state that “[t]he significance of an historic resource is
materially impaired when a project… [d]emolishes or materially alters in an adverse
manner those physical characteristics of an historical resource that convey its historical
significance and that justify its inclusion in, or eligibility for, inclusion in the California
Register of Historical Resources…local register of historical resources…or its
identification in a historic resources survey.”10
Analysis of Potential Impacts to Plummer Auditorium

As noted above, Plummer Auditorium is listed in the National Register of Historic Places
and the California Register of Historical Resources, and therefore is a mandatory
historical resource for the purposes of CEQA. This report identifies project impacts
which may result in an adverse change in the significance of this historical resource, and
analyzes whether any potentially significant impacts can be mitigated to a less-thansignificant level, thereby avoiding a substantial adverse change in the significance of the
resource.
CEQA defines a substantial adverse change in the significance of an historical resource
as demolition, destruction, relocation, or alteration of the resource or its immediate
surroundings such that the significance of the resource would be materially impaired.
The proposed Project will not demolish, destroy, or relocate Plummer Auditorium or
anything in its immediate surroundings. However, the Project will alter Plummer
Auditorium to seismically retrofit the building and provide an accessible entrance, ticket
booth, restrooms, and seating. In order for these alterations to result in material
CEQA Guidelines, Section 15064.5(b).
CEQA Guidelines, Section 15064.5(b)(1).
10 CEQA Guidelines, Section 15064.5(b)(2).
8
9
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impairment of Plummer Auditorium, it must be demonstrated that they would
materially alter in an adverse manner those physical characteristics that convey Plummer
Auditorium’s historical significance and justify its inclusion in the National and California
Registers.
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As noted in Section 4.3 of this report, the ability of an historical resource to convey its
significance is based on an analysis of its historic integrity. The National Park Service
identifies seven aspects of historic integrity: location, setting, design, materials,
workmanship, feeling, and association. The seven aspects of integrity are used below to
analyze the potential impacts of the proposed alterations to Plummer Auditorium.
Plummer Auditorium will remain on its original site at the corner of East Chapman
Avenue and North Lemon Street, on the campus of Fullerton Union High School. The
proposed Project will alter a portion of the existing landscaped setback along North
Lemon Street in order to construct the proposed addition on the east façade of
Plummer Auditorium. This setback is on a secondary façade of the Auditorium and
fronts a side street, so is not a significant character-defining feature of the Auditorium or
the campus. The Auditorium’s front setback and primary entrance, the wide lawn on
Chapman Avenue, and the configuration and spatial relationships of the campus and its
constituent buildings will not be altered by the proposed work. Therefore, Plummer
Auditorium will retain integrity of both location and setting.
The proposed Project will construct an addition on the Auditorium’s east façade to
provide an accessible entrance, ticket booth, and toilet rooms; ramps to access the lobby
and new accessible seating areas in the auditorium; and a new elevator to access the
basement. Although the east façade faces North Lemon Street, it is a secondary façade
that is almost completely blank save for three secondary entrance/egress doors, two
with decorative cast stone surrounds. The doors and their surrounds will be retained
within the new addition, although the cast concrete steps accessing the southernmost
door will be removed and replaced with similar new steps at the new exterior door. The
new addition will have a narrow, elongated plan, and will be no taller than the existing
exterior wall of the auditorium’s west aisle. It will have simple rectilinear massing, a flat
roof, and exterior walls finished in smooth cement plaster. Fenestration will consist of
fixed, round-arched windows that echo the forms of the historic arcade on the west
façade. The new addition will not destroy historic materials; will be differentiated by its
simple, contemporary design; and will be compatible with the massing, size and scale,
and architectural features of Plummer Auditorium.
The proposed Project will seismically retrofit Plummer Auditorium by constructing two
buttresses on the building’s west façade; and by wrapping portions of the building’s
exterior and interior structure with fiber-reinforced polymer (FRP) to strengthen walls
and columns.
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The two new buttresses will be comparatively small in scale, will be located on a
secondary façade, and will be mostly concealed within the existing arcade that extends
the length of Plummer Auditorium’s west façade, so will be minimally visible.
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The FRP wrap will be applied to the interior surface of the rear and side walls of the
stage; the exterior walls of the tower; the two blank walls flanking the entrance loggia
on the south (primary) façade; and the interior columns along the auditorium’s side
aisles. The interior stage walls are bare and utilitarian; therefore, the FRP application on
these walls will not alter or destroy character-defining materials or features. The FRP
applications to the tower and primary façade will necessitate the removal of the existing
plaster wall finish and decorative cast stone elements prior to application. The cast stone
will be thoroughly documented prior to removal, catalogued, and safely stored; after
installation of the FRP, the cast stone features will be re-installed in their original
locations and configuration. New plaster will be applied over the FRP to match the
original finish.
The FRP application to the interior columns will necessitate the removal of the historic
plaster capitals and cement bases, along with portions of the plaster wall finish and sill
course above, and the stenciled corbels below the ceiling. All features will be thoroughly
documented by qualified conservators prior to the start of the work. The plaster walls
and stringcourses will be patched with new plaster elements to match the historic finish.
The stenciling will be re-created to match the original design and colors. Because the
thickness of the new FRP wrap will increase the columns’ diameter by approximately
one-and-one-half inches, the historic capitals and bases may no longer fit; in that
instance, new and slightly larger capitals and bases will be cast to match the originals in
design, material and finish. Although the added thickness will slightly change the
proportions of the columns, the overall historic character of the Auditorium’s interior
will remain intact. The Wurlitzer pipe organ will remain in place and will be protected
throughout the Project. Therefore, after completion of the proposed Project, Plummer
Auditorium will retain integrity of design, materials, and workmanship.
Because Plummer Auditorium will retain integrity of location, setting, design, materials,
and workmanship after completion of the proposed Project, it will continue to express
its Mediterranean Revival architectural design and its link to the social, cultural, and
educational history of Fullerton. It will therefore retain integrity of feeling and
association.
This analysis demonstrates that, after completion of the proposed Project, Plummer
Auditorium will retain all seven aspects of integrity. The proposed Project will not
materially alter in an adverse manner those physical characteristics that convey Plummer
Auditorium’s historical significance and justify its inclusion in the National and California
Registers, and therefore will not result in a substantial adverse change in the significance
of Plummer Auditorium as defined by CEQA.
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Analysis of Potential Impacts to Other Resources
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Science Building No.1 and Science Building No. 2 are located west of Plummer
Auditorium, across the campus’ open front lawn. The Historical Walkway connects
Science Buildings No. 1 and No. 2 and extend across the campus in an east-west
direction, north of the Library and Administration Buildings which are located on the
north edge of the front lawn. The front lawn measures approximately 225 feet across,
thereby placing substantial distance between the Project Site and these historical
resources. The proposed Project will not interfere with existing visual and/or spatial
relationships between these historical resources and their immediate surroundings on
the Fullerton Union High School campus. The proposed Project will not block or
obscure important views of the buildings or walkways, either from within the campus or
from surrounding streets and sidewalks. As such, the proposed Project will not result in
a substantial adverse change in the significance of these historical resource. After
construction of the proposed Project, Science Buildings No. 1 and No. 2 and the
Historical Walkway will continue to convey their historic significance. Therefore, there
will be no impact to these historical resources as a result of the proposed Project.
Summary of Impacts

This report finds that the proposed Project will not result in a substantial adverse change
in the significance of historical resources on or near the Project Site. The proposed
Project will not demolish, destroy, or relocate Plummer Auditorium or anything in its
immediate surroundings. The proposed Project will alter Plummer Auditorium to
seismically retrofit the building and to provide an accessible entrance, ticket booth,
restrooms, and seating. However, the preceding analysis demonstrates that these
alterations will not materially alter in an adverse manner those physical characteristics
that convey Plummer Auditorium’s historical significance and justify its inclusion in the
National and California Registers. Additionally, the proposed Project will not alter,
demolish, destroy, or relocate Science Building No. 1, Science Building No. 2, or the
Historical Walkway, and thus will not materially alter in an adverse manner those
physical characteristics that convey their historical significance and justify their inclusion
in the California Register and their eligibility for inclusion in the National Register.
As such, the proposed Project to rehabilitate the Louis Plummer Auditorium at Fullerton
Union High School will not result in a substantial adverse change in the significance of
Plummer Auditorium, Science Buildings No. 1 and No. 2, or the Historical Walkway.
After construction of the proposed Project, these historical resources will continue to
convey their historic significance. Therefore, the proposed Project will not have a
significant effect on the environment as defined by CEQA.
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APPENDIX A. HISTORIC PHOTOGRAPHS

A-1

Louis Plummer Auditorium, 1931. (Fullerton Public Library)

Louis Plummer Auditorium, 1979. (Fullerton Historical Building Survey)
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A-2

Louis Plummer Auditorium, 1979. (Fullerton Historical Building Survey)
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APPENDIX B. NATIONAL REGISTER NOMINATION, PLUMMER AUDITORIUM (1993)
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NPS Form 10 bUO
(Ocl. 1990)

OMtl No. 100^4-0018 '

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

jUL 0 6 1995

maVED

OHP

SFP oit99

National Register of Historic Places
Registration Form

sgiFS'i

This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual pioperties and districts. See instructidffs in How to Complete the '
National Register of Historic Places Registration Form (National Register Bulletin 16A). Complete each item by marking ‘')t" iA-therappropriaie box or
by entering the information requested. If an item does not apply to the property being documented, enter “N/A” for “not applicable.” For functions
architectural classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and subcategories from the instructions Place additional
entries and narrative items on continuation sheets (NPS Form 10-900a) Use a typewriter, word processor, or computer to complete all items

1, Name of Property

historic name

PLIM-IER, LOUIS, AUDITORIUM

other names/site number

None

2. Location

street & number 201 E. Chapman Avenue

.NltfVpot for publication

city or town

__ vicinity

state

Fullerton

California

code CA

county Orange

code 059_ ^jp code _ 92632

3. State/Federal Agency Certification
M the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, I hereby certify that this 0 nomination
□ request lor determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards (or registering properties in the National Register of
l^storic Pla^s and meals the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
B meets □ ^es not meenhe National Register criteria. I recommend that this property be considered significant
LJ nationally aH statewide
([L See continuation sheet^r
sheetAir additional
additions comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title

/j

California Office of Hisroric Preservast:^n

State of Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property □ meets U does not meet the National Register criteria, (□ See continuation sheet for additional
comments.)

Signature of certify'ing official/Title

Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification
I hereby c^rttry that the properly is:
y^tered in the National Register.
iZ] See continuation sheet.
IJ determined eligible for the
National Register
Q See continuation sheet.
LJ determined not eligible for the
National Register
U removed from the National
Register.
LI other, (explain:) ____________

Signature of the Keeper

Dale of Action

-lilumiiiir,- Loula. Audi nor i nm
Name of Property

5. Classification
Ownership of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply)

□
0
□
□

- Qi'an^ie County.
County and State

Category of Property
(Check only one box)

private
public-locai
public-state
public-Federal

£]
□
n
□

bullding(s)
district
site
structure

n object

Calilornia

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing

Noncontributing

1

0

------------- buildings

---------------------------------------- -------------- ---- sites
------------ —--------------- —----------------------- structures
---------------------- —----------- ----------------- objects
-----J------- --------- ------------QTotal

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing)

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

___N/A—
6. Function or Use
Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

J^eoreation and Culture; Auditorium

7. Description
____________
Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

Late I9th and 20th Century Revivals
Spanish Colonial with Italian
Renaissance elements

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

Recreation and Culture; Auditorium

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)
foundation___ priurert —^ P —pi

nnymrata

walls__poured-in-place concrete

roof Tpil

ay_hi 1 ps

Other_____
Narrative Description
(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets)

The imposing south-facing front facade of the 40,950-square-foot Plummer Auditorium
is symmetrical in design and richly decorated with Neo-Olaasical motifs. The wide var
iety of cast concrete emblems adds interest and character to the front facade, embell
ishing the classically-shaped parapet, windows and rectangular portico. A red-tile-clad
gabled roof is attached to the back of the uniquely-shaped parapet and red-clay-tile-clad
shed-style roofs form narrow rows along the cast and west facades. On the west elevation,
the shed-style roof shelters a dramatic fifteen-arch arcade. The four-story-high tower
is crowned with a dome clad in mosaic tile in rich shades of blue and gold. All four
faces of the tower contain large clocks featuring Roman numerals. The interior is
crowned with an elaborate ceiling of painted beams, the original nought iron chandeliers,
etched side isles with composite capitals, and other character-defining architectural
eteraents. Plummer Auditorium is located on a prominent corner on Chapman Avenue, Fullerton’
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original patterned metal door, which matches those used throughout the first floor of
the building, is deeply recessed from the entry arch. The east facade is blank between
the side entrance on the south and a similar and plainer entrance at the north end. The
low hipped roof of the stage and the vertical wall that extends above the main gabled
roof accupy the rear one-eighth of the building are visible from the east side.
West Facade and Tower:
The main attractions of the west facade are the impressive and beautifully-decorated
five-story tower and the arcade featuring fifteeen arches. The tower, reminiscent of
those located at the Mission Santa Barbara, is crowned with an octagonal dome clad in
blue and gold ceramic tiles. Elaborate cornices, with decorative pediments at each cor
ner, cap the twin arched openings which occupy each side of the belfry.
Chevrons decor
ate the corner pilasters which flank each set of openings. Another wide cornice separates
the twin arches of the belfry and the single arched opening below. These openings,
surrounded by ceramic tiles in blue, gold, and green, are centered in the middle of each
section. A narrow balcony, accented with carved brackets and pilasters, is attached to
each single arched opening. Large clock faces, consisting of Roman numerals, are centered
in each facade, below the balconies. The clocks were made by the shop department of the
high school, pe remainder of the tower is plain concrete, with a few small recessed
multi-paned windows. At the bottom of the west side is an arched opening with an elabor
ate surround. The recessed opening has been filled in with a plain recessed wall.
The single-storied pcade, which runs along the west facade, is topped with a flat roof,
and expnds from a point ten feet from the front facade to the north side of the tower,
extpding 13 feet beyond the tower. Fifteen arches, separated by pillars with ususual
capitals fepuring chevrons, form a neat row along the west side. The first, or southern
most, arch is accented by molding and urn-like decorative elements. It serves as the
south entrance to the arcade. Seven steps,'flanked by concrete piers, lead to the opening.
The floor of the arcade is clad in large red clay tiles.
North Facade:
The rear of the building is visible from very few angles, due to the proximity of the
music arts building to the north and east and the arcade on the west. A small patio
between the two buildings has been enclosed for storage and restrooms. (Please see
enclosed floor plan). The addition is clad in plain stucco, has no architectural ele
ments, and is topped with a flat roof.
Interior:
The richly-decorated interior features the same strong classical ornamentation as the
exterior. The ceiling, with its original painted and decorated rough-hewn beams and
wrought iron chandeliers, is very Spanish in influence. The front of the balcony is
accented with a row of blank arches and corbels. The aisles down each side are embell
ished with composite capitals. The same design is featured in the large capital faces
along each side wall. The original metal doors, featuring decorated squares, are located
in the center of each side wall.
Elaborate balconets, centered with arched openings and flanked by pairs of tall, narrow
openings, occupy the diagonal walls on each side of the proceneum. Finials cap the
corners and adecorated pediment tops the central arch. Carved brackets underscore the
decorative sill below the openings. A different saying is featured on each balconet.
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They read: Knowledge is in Every Country the Surest Basis of Public Happiness, and.
This Country, With its Institutions, Belongs to the People l^o Inhabit It. Pairs of
doors, which match those on the sides, lead to the backstage area.
The entrance hall is the same length, east to west, as the auditorium and features
Its original arched ceiling and crown molding. The balcony is reached through arched
openings at each end of the hall. The staircases, recessed into the front wall, are
bordered by wrought iron railings and columns. The trio of glass and metal front doors
are not original, but fill the original spaces. The wall between the hall and the
auditorium was changed to a plain wall when the auditorium seating plan was changed in
i.y / /L 9

The auditorium seats were replaced with new ones and the seating plan changed from
a center aisle arrangement to a side aisle configuration in 1972. The wide entrance
at the back was walled over and the side entrances became the access for the auditorium.
The walls, ceiling, balcony and decorative elements were not altered, allowing the
auditorium to retain its integrity of architectural design and character. Some changes
have recently been made to the backstage area and the sound system. The famous Whurlitzer
organ remains the same in appearance, with the inner workings converted to a more modern
system.^ The interior of the building, seen by thousands of people throughout its 63
year existance, retains the same unique character planned by architect Carlton Winslow
in 1930.
Setting:
The actual setting of the Plummer Auditorium has changed little since it was contructed in 1930 because those building more recent buildings on the grounds had the sensitivity
to place the newer buildings to the rear of the large expanse of lawn to the west of
the auditorium. The original (1912) school buildings were located approximately 250 feet
to the west, on a site now occupied by two buildings constructed in 1949. Other buildings
to the rear of the auditorium, were built between 1947-1953. This includes the MusicSpeech-Arts Building directly to the north of the auditorium. The only building over
50 years old, with the exception of the auditorium, is the gymnasium, located in the
opposite corner of the campus, and dated 1925. The building to the rear of the lawn area
was built in the 1970's and is hidden substantially by the landscaping. Plummer Auditor
ium sits alone on a prominent corner, with its front facade in full view.
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8. Statement of Significance
Applicable National Register Criteria
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A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

-Architecture
Performing Arts

□ B Property is associated witfi the lives of persons
significant in our past.
C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

Period of Significance
1930-19A3

I 1 D Properly has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.
Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply )

Property is:

Significant Dates
1930-----------------

I ] A owned by a religious institution or used tor
religious purposes.
1^1 B removed from its original location.

Significant Person
(Complete il Criterion B is marked above)

lie a birthplace or grave.

J^^A-... .....

LJ D a cemetery.

Cultural Affiliation

□ E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.

MU

□ Fa commemorative property,
□ G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

ArchitectyBuilder

Architeetr-,.ljinaiQWf Carlton
Builiierr.-JLmes ,__Eduin

Narrative Statement of Significarice
(Explain tire signiticance of thu properly on one or more conlinualion sheets.)

9 Major Bibliographical References
Bibliography
(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):
□ preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested
U previously listed in the National Register
LJ previously determined eligible by the National
Register
LJ designated a National Historic Landmark
LJ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
^___
11 recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record M ___ _________

Primary location of additional data:
LJ State Historic Preservation Office
LI Other State agency
[-1 Federal agency
(xl Local government
□ University
□ Other
Name of repository:

CitxJlaU

__
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Historical Significance;
The Plummer Auditorium is significant under Criterion C because it is a very beautiful
building with high artistic value. The strong classical design elements and impressive
domed tower could have been inspired by the Santa Barbara Mission and the Christian Science
Church in Riverside. Important architectural features include the portico which resembles
a Roman triumphal arch, the Mission-style pediment and rose window, five-story tower,
shed-style wings with red-clay-tile-clad roofs, and west-facing arcade with fifteen arches.
Although the building is basically Spanish Colonial Revival in character, Italian Floren
tine, Renaissance Revival, Mission, Greek and Moorish embellishments add much to the visual
character and design. Plummer Auditoriiom is significant under Criterion A for its contri
butions to the social, cultural, and educational history of Fullerton. Constructed in
1930 for the Fullerton High School and Junior College District, the building has served
as an important cultural center for residents of all ages in the north Orange County area.
Context:
There are several large Spanish Colonial Revival buildings still in existence from the
1920's because Fullerton's most prosperous historic period was from 1917 to 1930. By that
time the citrus industry, which became well established around the turn of the century,
was in its prime, with miles of mature citrus groves surrounding the city. As Fullerton’s
main industry, the packing houses shipped thousands of pounds of fruit to all parts of
the country, in refrigerated cars. The auditorium was one of the last symbols of prosper
ity, which ended during the great Depression of the early 1930*s. Other large Spanish
Colonial Revival buildings of the era which still survive, include the Fullerton Santa Fe
Depot, Fox Fullerton Theater, the Muckenthaler home. Chapman Garage, the Dewella Apartments,
the Fullerton Police Department building, Hillcrest Park Recreation Center, and several
private homes. The book Historical Buildings Survey; Heritage Revisited , published in
1979 by the City of Fullerton, describes the auditorium thusly: "this magnificent Spanish
style building is one of the most striking buildings in Fullerton." In terms of archi
tecture, the Plummer Auditorium has a strong design character and artistic value exhibit- ,
ed in no other local building of the style. As a cultural center, it also has no equal.
There are no other historic stage/auditorium buildings in the city of Fullerton. The
combination of use by the public, the high school, and the junior college for significant
events is unparalelled.
Fullerton High School and Junior College;
Fullerton High School served as the main area secondary shcool for several elementary
school districts, both in Fullerton and the surrounding smaller towns. It was a signifi
cant player in the city's development of its fine educational system. The Junior College
used rooms in the high school buildings until it moved to its own quarters in 1935. It
is ’ the only Junior College in north Orange County. The Plummer Auditorium serves as a
major cultural center in north Orange County and contributes to the city of Fullerton's
fine reputation as a cultural center.

Pluiiuiier, Louis, Auditoriujn
Name of Property

OrariKe Countv. California
County and Slate

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of Property

less than one acre

UTM References
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.)

1 Qj.U
Zona

|3,7|4,8|4,2,0|
Easting

3

Northing

L.lJ

. 1 _l

L-1 r I I) r' -l I
Zone

J

Easting

I > I • I

I

Northing

4l j.J LI

L.1

L -J See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description
(Describe the boundaries of the properly on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By_____________________
name/title----- Diann-Macsborganization______________

Street & number

date

321 E. Eighth St.

city or town__Santa Ana________ ____

telephone

Anri 1 ?R. 1QQT
71 a/sai -paai

, state __CAzip code 92701

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

~

~

Continuation Sheets
Maps
A uses map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property’s location.
A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.
Photographs
Representative black and white photographs of the property.
Additional items
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Prooerty Owner
(Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO.)

name

Fullerton Joint Union Hir;h School District

street & number__ 780 Beechwood Ave.
city or town

_______________________

_____ _telephone________________ 71^t/671-4331

_____________________________state

_________ zip code 92635

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain
a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 ef seq.].
Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including lime lor reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect
of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Projects (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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Major Bibliographical References;
Fullerton Historic Resources Survey form 1979
Historic Building Survey: Heritage Revisited City of Fullerton, Terry Galvin and Emily
Miller
1979; Second Edition 1983
Dedicatory Services program (Sunday, June 1, 1930)
Rededication program: (January 19 and 20, 1972)
Fullerton News, April 25, 1972 Plummer Open in ’30, Cost was $300,000
10; Geographical Data:
The boundaries of the property begin at the comer of Chapman Avenue and Lemon Street
as follows:
From the corner go west 123 feet; turn north and go 190 feet; turn east and go 123 feet;
turn south and go 190 feet to the point of origin.
Boundary Justification;
Lemon Street, in close proximity to the building, forms the east boundary of the
property, minus the sidewalk. Chapman Avenue, approximately 20 feet from the front of
the building, not including sidewalk, is the south boundary. The west boundary goes to
the sidewalk on the west side. A lawn area extends to the west of the sidewalk. It is
approximately 85’x 225'. The north boundary coincides with the back wall of the historic
building.
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Geographical Data:
Verbal Boundary Description;

Boundary Justification:
The boundary selected is an arbitrary boundary because the auditorium is in the south
^
school campus which contains other buildings. We are nominating

“:t’Sro“e
because tbe »usic buUdLr^^s^re^rL^^b: e'a^rsir
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Photographs:
1. Historic photograph, taken in 1931: taken from southwest
Contemporary photographs: Taken
Photographer: Diann Marsh
Negatives: City of Fullerton
Fullerton City Hall
303 W. Commonwealth
Fullerton, CA

Jan-February 1993

2. Front Facade: Taken from steps at south end of building, showing details of parapet
and front portico.
3. Front Facade: Taken from southwest, on front steps; shows details of doorways
4. Front Facade: Taken from southwest, showing front portico.
5. West Facade: Taken from south. The front facade is on the right, the arcade that
runs along the west facade is directly in front of the camera. The tower is on
the west facade.
6. West Facade: Taken from the southwest. View of the arcade that runs along the west
side.
7. Interior: Taken from west. Decorative balconet located on the diagonal between the
west sidewall and the stage area. Note saying in center, below ledge.
8. Interior: South wall, taken from northwest. This is the "back" of the balcony area
of the auditorium.
9. Interior: A view of the ceiling, taken from the southwest. Original hand painting
is still on beams.
10. Interior: Taken from southeast. This detail of the columns which run down the east
and west facades, adds a classical note.
11. Interior: Taken from east: A detail of the cast concrete capitals placed along each
side wall.
12. Front Facade: Taken from southeast. Photo shows buildings prominent position on
a major corner. Chapman Ave and Lemon St.
13. East Facade: Taken from southeast. The east facade is blank except for the doors
at the north end and the entrance on the south end. Note the blind arches with tile
cladding above the shed-style roof.
14. East Facade: Taken from east. The tower can be seen above this photo of the east
facade. This shows a closer view of the tile-clad blind arch on the second level
and the classically-trimmed door on the first floor. The door leads to the rear
stage area.
15. East and North Facades: Taken from the northeast. The back of the building is not
visible from this street because of the close proximity of the music building.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET
REQUESTED ACTION:
PROPERTY
NAME:

NOMINATION

Plummer, Louis, Auditorium

MULTIPLE
NAME:
STATE & COUNTY:

CALIFORNIA, Orange

DATE RECEIVED:
9/01/93
DATE OF 16TH DAY:
9/30/93
DATE OF WEEKLY LIST:
REFERENCE NUMBER:

DATE OF PENDING LIST:
DATE OF 45TH DAY:

9/14/93
10/16/93

93001019

NOMINATOR: STATE
REASONS FOR REVIEW:
APPEAL: N
OTHER:
N
REQUEST: N

DATA PROBLEM: N LANDSCAPE:
PDIL:
N PERIOD:
SAMPLE:
N SLR DRAFT:

COMM^f WAIVER:
J^^CCEPT

N LESS THAN 50 YEARS:
N PROGRAM UNAPPROVED:
N NATIONAL:

N

___ RETURN

REJECT

5 DATE
/

iater
HEtlO'

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS:

RECOM./CRITERIA
REVIEWER________ ]
DISCIPLINE______
DATE
DOCUMENTATION see attached comments Y/N see attached SLR Y/N

N
N
N

CLASSIFICATION
___ count

___ resource type

STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION
FUNCTION
___ historic

current

DESCRIPTION
.architectural classification
materials
.descriptive text
SIGNIFICANCE
Period

Arehs of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates
Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)
.summary paragraph
.completeness
.clarity
.applicable criteria
.justification of areas checked
.relating significance to the resource
.context
.relationship of integrity to significance
.justification of exception
.other

BIBLIOGRAPHY
GEOGRAPHICAL DATA
.acreage
.UTMs

.verbal boundary description
.boundary justification

ACCOMPANYING DOCUMENTATION/PRESENTATION
___ sketch maps

___ USGS maps

___ photographs

___ presentation

OTHER COMMENTS
Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to
_

Phone ^

Signed

Date

FULLERTON JOINT UNION HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT
MAINTENANCE AND OPERA TIONS DEPARTMENT
1027 South Leslie Street, La Habra, CA 90631

(714)870-8918
FAX (714)870-0802

April 29, 1993
C
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HAr 0 j I9JJJ
Ms. Marlyn Lortie
Office of Historic Preservation
Dept, of Parks & Recreation
P.O. Box 942896
Sacramento, CA 94296-0001

OHP

Dear Ms. Lortie,
The Fullerton High School District is submitting the enclosed
application to list the historic Plummer Auditorium in the
National Register. The building is a source of pride to our
District and the community. Especially significant at this time
is the coming Centennial of Fullerton Union High School, to occur
for the 1993-94 school year. Plummer Auditorium is the
cornerstone of the campus and will be a focal point of many
Centennial events.
We are certain that the building meets the necessary criteria for
listing and it would be most timely and effective if the
Historical Resources Commission could make its determination at
its August 1993, meeting. This would allow us to publicize the
recommendation at the beginning of the Centennial year at the end
of August.
It there are any questions, or if additional information is need,
please contact me or Diann Marsh, who has prepared the
application in our behalf. Thank you for your cooperation.
Sincerely,

William M. Flory^, Director
Maintenance and Operations
WMF/tb

Excellence in Education since 1893
SERVING BUENA PARK. FULLERTON, LA HABRA, LOWELL & YORBA LINDA

AUG U 4 1993

I

imrapii

Steade R. Craigo, Acting
State Historic Preservation Officer
Office of Historic Preservation
P.O. Box 942896
Sacramento, CA 94296-00001

July 29, 1993

Dear Mr. Craigo;
The Orange County Historical Commission has reviewed the National
Register applications for the Louis Plummer Auditorium in
Fullerton and the Olive Civic Center in Orange. One of our
Commissioners has examined these applications and makes a
favorable recommendation, with which the Commission concurs.
If you have any questions about our comments please contact
Robert Selway, Executive Officer, at (714)834-4741.

^

Esther Cramer, Chair
AMD;cvHBL02-325
(3209)3072817234473

'IJojt -1018.

92702

H'

PETE WILSON. Govmor

STATE OF CAUFOHNIA - THE RESOURCES AGETWY

OFFICE OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION
P.O. BOX 942896
SACRAMENTO 94296^)001
(916)653-6624
FAX; (916) 653-9624

August 25, 1993

KCEiVCn
Mr. Jerry Rogers
Keeper of the National Register
National Park Service
P.O. Box 37127
Washington, D.C. 20013-7127

SEP 01 1993
fvATIO'JML
REGISTER

Dear Mr. Rogers;
Re;

Nomination to the National Register of Historic Places
PLUMMER, LOUIS, AUDITORIUM

We are submitting the above-stated property for nomination to
the National Register of Historic Places. The property is located
in the city of Fullerton, Orange County, California.
Sincerely,

Steade R. Craigo(J A.I.A., Acting
State Historic Preservation Officer

APPENDIX C. FULLERTON LANDMARK APPLICATION, FULLERTON UNION HIGH SCHOOL (2007)

C-1

HISTORICAL RESOURCES TECHNICAL REPORT

Plummer Auditorium, Fullerton Union High School
HISTORIC RESOURCES GROUP

APPENDIX D. EXISTING CONDITIONS PHOTOGRAPHS

D-1

Plummer Auditorium

West and south façades. (Northeast view)

South façade. (Northwest view)

HISTORICAL RESOURCES TECHNICAL REPORT

Plummer Auditorium, Fullerton Union High School
HISTORIC RESOURCES GROUP

D-2

South façade. (North view)

South façade. (Northwest view)

HISTORICAL RESOURCES TECHNICAL REPORT

Plummer Auditorium, Fullerton Union High School
HISTORIC RESOURCES GROUP

D-3

South façade detail, entry portico. (Northeast view)

South façade, entry portico detail.

HISTORICAL RESOURCES TECHNICAL REPORT

Plummer Auditorium, Fullerton Union High School
HISTORIC RESOURCES GROUP

D-4

Entry portico. (Northwest view)

Entry portico, main entrance doors. (Northwest view)

HISTORICAL RESOURCES TECHNICAL REPORT

Plummer Auditorium, Fullerton Union High School
HISTORIC RESOURCES GROUP

D-5

Entry portico, detail. (West view)

West façade. (Northeast view)

HISTORICAL RESOURCES TECHNICAL REPORT

Plummer Auditorium, Fullerton Union High School
HISTORIC RESOURCES GROUP

D-6

West façade detail, arcade entrance. (East view)

West façade detail, arcade and mural. (Northeast view)

HISTORICAL RESOURCES TECHNICAL REPORT

Plummer Auditorium, Fullerton Union High School
HISTORIC RESOURCES GROUP

D-7

West arcade. (North view)

West arcade and mural. (Northeast view)

HISTORICAL RESOURCES TECHNICAL REPORT

Plummer Auditorium, Fullerton Union High School
HISTORIC RESOURCES GROUP

D-8

West arcade detail, entry gate. (North view)

West arcade detail, entry gate. (East view)

HISTORICAL RESOURCES TECHNICAL REPORT

Plummer Auditorium, Fullerton Union High School
HISTORIC RESOURCES GROUP

D-9

West façade, detail. (Northeast view)

West façade and tower. (Southeast view)

HISTORICAL RESOURCES TECHNICAL REPORT

Plummer Auditorium, Fullerton Union High School
HISTORIC RESOURCES GROUP

D-10

Tower, detail.

Tower, detail.

HISTORICAL RESOURCES TECHNICAL REPORT

Plummer Auditorium, Fullerton Union High School
HISTORIC RESOURCES GROUP

D-11

East façade. (Northwest view)

East façade detail, side entrance. (Southwest view)

HISTORICAL RESOURCES TECHNICAL REPORT

Plummer Auditorium, Fullerton Union High School
HISTORIC RESOURCES GROUP

D-12

East façade detail, side entrance. (West view)

East façade, detail. (West view)

HISTORICAL RESOURCES TECHNICAL REPORT

Plummer Auditorium, Fullerton Union High School
HISTORIC RESOURCES GROUP

D-13

Interior, house. (South view)

Interior, house. (Southwest view)

HISTORICAL RESOURCES TECHNICAL REPORT

Plummer Auditorium, Fullerton Union High School
HISTORIC RESOURCES GROUP

D-14

Interior, house. (East view)

Interior, house. (Northwest view)

HISTORICAL RESOURCES TECHNICAL REPORT

Plummer Auditorium, Fullerton Union High School
HISTORIC RESOURCES GROUP

D-15

Interior, house. (Northeast view)

Interior detail, side arch.

HISTORICAL RESOURCES TECHNICAL REPORT

Plummer Auditorium, Fullerton Union High School
HISTORIC RESOURCES GROUP

D-16

Interior detail, lobby entrance.

Interior detail, west wall. (Northwest view)

HISTORICAL RESOURCES TECHNICAL REPORT

Plummer Auditorium, Fullerton Union High School
HISTORIC RESOURCES GROUP

D-17

Interior detail, ceiling.

Interior, lobby. (West view)

HISTORICAL RESOURCES TECHNICAL REPORT

Plummer Auditorium, Fullerton Union High School
HISTORIC RESOURCES GROUP

D-18

Interior detail, lobby stairs.

HISTORICAL RESOURCES TECHNICAL REPORT

Plummer Auditorium, Fullerton Union High School
HISTORIC RESOURCES GROUP

Science Buildings No. 1 and No. 2

D-19

Science Building No. 2 (left) and No. 1 (right), west and south façades. (Northeast view)

Science Building No. 1, west and south façades. (Northeast view)

HISTORICAL RESOURCES TECHNICAL REPORT

Plummer Auditorium, Fullerton Union High School
HISTORIC RESOURCES GROUP

D-20

Science Building No. 1 (left) and No. 2 (right), south and east façades. (Northwest view)

Science Building No. 1, south façade. (Northeast view)

HISTORICAL RESOURCES TECHNICAL REPORT

Plummer Auditorium, Fullerton Union High School
HISTORIC RESOURCES GROUP

D-21

Science Building No. 1, west façade. (East view)

Science Building No. 1, south façade, arcade. (Southwest view)

HISTORICAL RESOURCES TECHNICAL REPORT

Plummer Auditorium, Fullerton Union High School
HISTORIC RESOURCES GROUP

D-22

Science Building No. 1, south façade, arcade. (Northwest view)

Science Building No. 1, south façade, arcade. (East view)

HISTORICAL RESOURCES TECHNICAL REPORT

Plummer Auditorium, Fullerton Union High School
HISTORIC RESOURCES GROUP

D-23

Science Building No. 1, interior corridor. (South view)

Science Building No. 1, interior stairway. (South view)

HISTORICAL RESOURCES TECHNICAL REPORT

Plummer Auditorium, Fullerton Union High School
HISTORIC RESOURCES GROUP

D-24

Science Building No. 1, north façade. (Southwest view)

Science Building No. 1, north and west façades. (Southeast view)

HISTORICAL RESOURCES TECHNICAL REPORT

Plummer Auditorium, Fullerton Union High School
HISTORIC RESOURCES GROUP

D-25

Science Building No. 1 (right) and No. 2 (left). (West view)

Science Building No. 2, south façade. (Northeast view)

HISTORICAL RESOURCES TECHNICAL REPORT

Plummer Auditorium, Fullerton Union High School
HISTORIC RESOURCES GROUP

D-26

Science Building No. 2, south façade. (Northwest view)

Science Building No. 2, south façade, arcade. (East view)

HISTORICAL RESOURCES TECHNICAL REPORT

Plummer Auditorium, Fullerton Union High School
HISTORIC RESOURCES GROUP

D-27

Science Building No. 2, west façade. (East view)

Science Building No. 2, north and west façades. (Southeast view)

HISTORICAL RESOURCES TECHNICAL REPORT

Plummer Auditorium, Fullerton Union High School
HISTORIC RESOURCES GROUP

D-28

Science Building No. 2, north façade, interior stairway entry. (South view)

Science Building No. 2, north façade. (Southeast view)

HISTORICAL RESOURCES TECHNICAL REPORT

Plummer Auditorium, Fullerton Union High School
HISTORIC RESOURCES GROUP

D-29

Science Building No. 2, north façade. (Southeast view)

HISTORICAL RESOURCES TECHNICAL REPORT

Plummer Auditorium, Fullerton Union High School
HISTORIC RESOURCES GROUP

Historical Walkway

D-30

Raised walk. (Northwest view)

Raised walk, detail. (Northwest view)

HISTORICAL RESOURCES TECHNICAL REPORT

Plummer Auditorium, Fullerton Union High School
HISTORIC RESOURCES GROUP

D-31

Raised walk, detail. (Northwest view)

Raised walk. (East view)

HISTORICAL RESOURCES TECHNICAL REPORT

Plummer Auditorium, Fullerton Union High School
HISTORIC RESOURCES GROUP

D-32

Raised walk, paving. (East view)

Stairway to raised walk. (Northwest view)

HISTORICAL RESOURCES TECHNICAL REPORT

Plummer Auditorium, Fullerton Union High School
HISTORIC RESOURCES GROUP

D-33

Stairway to raised walk, detail. (Northwest view)

Stairway from raised walk, detail. (East view)

HISTORICAL RESOURCES TECHNICAL REPORT

Plummer Auditorium, Fullerton Union High School
HISTORIC RESOURCES GROUP

D-34

Raised walk. (East view)

Raised walk toward arcaded walkway. (Southwest view)

HISTORICAL RESOURCES TECHNICAL REPORT

Plummer Auditorium, Fullerton Union High School
HISTORIC RESOURCES GROUP

D-35

Arcaded walkway, between the raised walk and Science Building No. 2. (South view)

Arcaded walkway, between the raised walk and Science Building No. 2. (Northwest view)

HISTORICAL RESOURCES TECHNICAL REPORT

Plummer Auditorium, Fullerton Union High School
HISTORIC RESOURCES GROUP

D-36

Arcaded walkway, between Science Building No. 1 and No. 2. (North view)

Arcaded walkway, Science Building No. 2. (Northwest view)

HISTORICAL RESOURCES TECHNICAL REPORT

Plummer Auditorium, Fullerton Union High School
HISTORIC RESOURCES GROUP

D-37

Arcaded walkway, between Science Building No. 1 and No. 2. (South view)

Arcaded walkway detail, Class of 1896 plaque. (North view)

HISTORICAL RESOURCES TECHNICAL REPORT

Plummer Auditorium, Fullerton Union High School
HISTORIC RESOURCES GROUP

D-38

Arcaded walkway, between the raised walk and Science Building No. 2 (right). (East view)

Arcaded walkway, between Science Building No. 2 (left) and No. 1 (right). (East view)

HISTORICAL RESOURCES TECHNICAL REPORT

Plummer Auditorium, Fullerton Union High School
HISTORIC RESOURCES GROUP

D-39

Arcaded walkway, between Science Building No. 1 (left) and No. 2 (right). (Northwest view)

HISTORICAL RESOURCES TECHNICAL REPORT

Plummer Auditorium, Fullerton Union High School
HISTORIC RESOURCES GROUP

APPENDIX E. PROJECT DRAWINGS

E-1

HISTORICAL RESOURCES TECHNICAL REPORT

Plummer Auditorium, Fullerton Union High School
HISTORIC RESOURCES GROUP

