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Lead agencies may include 15 hardcopies of this document when submitting electronic copies of Environmental Impact
Reports, Negative Declarations, Mitigated Negative Declarations, or Notices of Preparation to the State Clearinghouse
(SCH). The SCH also accepts other summaries, such as EIR Executive Summaries prepared pursuant to CEQA Guidelines
Section 15123. Please include one copy of the Notice of Completion Form (NOC) with your submission and attach the
summary to each electronic copy of the document.
SCH #: 2020060144
Project Title: University Circle Phase II Office Project
Lead Agency: City of East Palo Alto
Contact Name: Kelly Beggs, Contract Project Planner
Email: kbeggs@cityofepa.org

Phone Number: 628-222-5985

Project Location: East Palo Alto

San Mateo
City

County

Project Description (Proposed actions, location, and/or consequences).
The project proposes to redevelop the existing parking lot located in the southeast corner of the project site with a
six-story, approximately 180,000-square-foot, LEED-Platinum equivalent office building above three levels of
below-grade parking. The project would connect to existing utilities lines (e.g., water, sanitary sewer, and storm drain
lines) on Woodland Avenue and Manhattan Avenue and would incorporate stormwater detention measures to store and
control project peak flow rates. Vehicular site access would continue to be provided via University Circle and Manhattan
Avenue upon project completion. Project construction would include removal of the existing parking lot improvements
and landscaping, excavation and construction of the below-grade parking garage, and construction of the office building.

Identify the project’s significant or potentially significant effects and briefly describe any proposed mitigation measures that
would reduce or avoid that effect.
The project would not result in significant unavoidable impacts. The project would result in significant significant
construction air quality, biological resources, cultural resources, paleontological resources, noise and vibration impacts
and significant biological resources, noise, and transportation impacts during construction. All significant impacts would
be reduced to a less than significant level with mitigation incorporated. Mitigation measures include dust and exhaust
control measures, utilizing electric equipment or equipment meeting higher emissions standards, conducting nesting bird
surveys, completing preconstruction soil borings, archaeological resources cultural awareness training, and
implementing stop work orders if archaeological or paleontological resources are found. Implementation of a construction
noise logistics plan, limiting construction activities during the evening, and limiting use of heavy equipment near existing
buildings would be required to reduce construction noise and vibration impacts to a less than significant level. Limiting
the amount of glazing and treating all remaining glass on the building facade with bird-safe glazing treatments, selecting
quiet HVAC equipment and submitting an acoustical report demonstrating achievement of exterior noise standards, and
implementing an enhanced TDM plan to reduce vehicle miles traveled would reduce the project's operational impacts to
migratory birds, mechanical equipment noise impacts, and vehicle miles traveled impacts to a less than significant level.
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continued
If applicable, describe any of the project’s areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

Areas of public concern identified during the Notice of Preparation (NOP) scoping process include
increased traffic congestion on the surrounding roadways, intrusive building height, air pollution
resulting from construction activities and increased vehicle traffic, light and glare impacts to the San
Francisquito Creek riparian corridor and nearby residences, increased flooding in the project area,
construction and operational noise impacts to nearby residential uses, and the ability of existing
domestic and emergency water supply to serve the project.

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.
N/A

