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Lead agencies may include 15 hardcopies of this document when submitting electronic copies of Environmental Impact
Reports, Negative Declarations, Mitigated Negative Declarations, or Notices of Preparation to the State Clearinghouse
(SCH). The SCH also accepts other summaries, such as EIR Executive Summaries prepared pursuant to CEQA Guidelines
Section 15123. Please include one copy of the Notice of Completion Form (NOC) with your submission and attach the
summary to each electronic copy of the document.
SCH #:
Project Title:

Upper Drainages Erosion Control Improvements

Lead Agency: Ca Department of Transportation
Contact Name:
Email:

Paula Huddleston

Paula.Huddleston@dot.ca.gov

Phone Number:

805-549-3063

Project Location: Highway 9, Counties of Santa Cruz and San Mateo
City

County

Project Description (Proposed actions, location, and/or consequences).
The project would replace or modify drainage systems that are deteriorated and/or undersized and that are plugging,
overtopping, or flooding and thereby causing erosion. The project would plug and fill the old pipe culverts; install new,
larger pipe culverts; place rock slope protection at outlets where needed; replace substandard inlets; and add minor
paving where open ground is causing excessive sediment in the drainage system. An existing retaining wall would be
rebuilt and lengthened. The Skyline-to-the-Sea Trail would be repaired where erosion has created a slipout. Guardrail
would be repaired where necessary. Most locations could be completed by excavating through the roadbed. At four
locations, due to the extreme depth, the new pipes would be jacked through the hill. This technique requires equipment
to operate off the roadway; large areas of grading would be necessary, and access roads might be needed.

Identify the project’s significant or potentially significant effects and briefly describe any proposed mitigation measures that
would reduce or avoid that effect.
The project has the potential for significant effects on aesthetics; biological resources; public services; recreation; and
traffic. Disturbed areas would be treated with erosion control measures and replanted where feasible. Appropriate
measures from the Programmatic Biological Opinion for the California red-legged frog would be incorporated into the
project to prevent inadvertent impacts, including but not limited to pre-construction surveys; removal of individuals found;
staff training; exclusionary methods; regrading to original contours; and replanting. These practices would also protect
the other aquatic species that could be present during construction. The project would create both temporary and
permanent impacts to riparian and stream channel habitat. The project would also include vegetation removal in
construction areas and where access roads were cleared. This could include removing trees in spot locations.
Construction within stream channels would be scheduled for the driest seasons. Stream contours would be regraded to
their original condition. Replanting would be done at a 1:1 ratio for temporary impacts and a 3:1 ratio for permanent
impacts, including a one-year plant establishment period. Construction activities would produce vibrations and loud
noises that would likely be disruptive to nearby receptors, particularly if they occur at night. These occurrences would be
temporary and highly localized. Traffic would be affected during construction due to one-way control, as well as work
within private driveways and at intersections with local roads.
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continued
If applicable, describe any of the project’s areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

No known areas of controversy.

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.
California Department of Fish and Wildlife
California Transportation Commission
Central Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
National Marine Fisheries Service

