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Lead agencies may include 15 hardcopies of this document when submitting electronic copies of Environmental Impact
Reports, Negative Declarations, Mitigated Negative Declarations, or Notices of Preparation to the State Clearinghouse
(SCH). The SCH also accepts other summaries, such as EIR Executive Summaries prepared pursuant to CEQA Guidelines
Section 15123. Please include one copy of the Notice of Completion Form (NOC) with your submission and attach the
summary to each electronic copy of the document.

SCH # 2020079005

Project Title: Sustainability Policy and Regulatory Update

Lead Agency: Santa Cruz County

Contact Name: StePhanie Hansen

stephanie.hansen@santacruzcounty.us (831) 454-3112

Email: Phone Number:

Santa Cruz County (Countywide)
City County

Project Location:

Project Description (Proposed actions, location, and/or consequences).

The proposed project is the Sustainability Policy and Regulatory Update of the County’s General Plan/Local Coastal
Program (LCP) and County Code. The County’s existing General Plan/LCP was adopted in 1994 with a focus on
preserving natural and agricultural resources and limiting urban expansion. After more than 25 years, the General
Plan/LCP requires updating to define a more sustainable growth pattern for the future. The General Plan/LCP will be
updated to correspond to the population, housing, and employment forecasts established by the Association of Monterey
Bay Area Governments. The broad sustainability goals of the proposed project include updating the goals, objectives,
policies, and implementation strategies of the General Plan/LCP, as well as updates to the County Code to implement
the policies of the new General Plan/LCP, modernize the code, and adopt design guidelines.

Identify the project’s significant or potentially significant effects and briefly describe any proposed mitigation measures that
would reduce or avoid that effect.

Agricultural resources (farmland conversion): MM AGR-1 (County Code amendments)
Biological resources (sensitive habitat): MM-BIO-2B (riparian sensitive habitat restoration)

Cultural resources (historical resources): MM-CUL-1 (procedures for historical resource evaluations) and MM CUL-2
(procedures for historical resources documentation)

Transportation (vehicle miles traveled [VMT]): MM TRA-1 (VMT mitigation program) and MM TRA-2 (transportation
demand management General Plan implementation strategy)

Water supplies
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continued

If applicable, describe any of the project's areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

Public comments received in response to the Notice of Preparation and input received at the scoping meeting held by the
County included comments about biological resources, sea-level rise and seawater intrusion, transportation, noise,
aesthetics, cultural resources, water use and water resources, stormwater, greenhouse gas emissions, energy, and

wildfire.

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.

California Coastal Commission - approval/certification of LCP amendments.
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