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Lead agencies may include 15 hardcopies of this document when submitting electronic copies of Environmental Impact
Reports, Negative Declarations, Mitigated Negative Declarations, or Notices of Preparation to the State Clearinghouse
(SCH). The SCH also accepts other summaries, such as EIR Executive Summaries prepared pursuant to CEQA Guidelines
Section 15123. Please include one copy of the Notice of Completion Form (NOC) with your submission and attach the
summary to each electronic copy of the document.
SCH #:
Project Title:

Ahwahnee Hills Regional Park Fuel Reduction Project

Lead Agency: California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection
Contact Name:
Email:

Len Nielson

Len.Nielson@fire.ca.gov

Phone Number:

(559) 243-4126

Project Location: Ahwahnee, Madera
City

County

Project Description (Proposed actions, location, and/or consequences).
This project will reduce the risk of catastrophic fire events on the Park through fuel reduction treatments over
approximately 293 acres of Park and adjacent privately‐owned property. In addition, the Project will create a disc‐line for
defensible space around the perimeter of the Park where the primary fuel sources are grassland fuel types. The
objectives will be accomplished through targeted thinning, mastication, pruning, and slash treatment or removal. Thinning
operations will remove understory vegetation to prevent natural fire events from reaching the canopy of oak and pine
trees. Healthy oak and pine trees will be retained to the greatest extent practicable while still creating a resilient
landscape. High value wildlife snags will also be retained when they are isolated from trails, roads, or structures. Best
practices will be adopted from the California Forest Practices Act to avoid, reduce, and mitigate potential harm to cultural
resources, waterways, native wildlife and species of special concern.

Identify the project’s significant or potentially significant effects and briefly describe any proposed mitigation measures that
would reduce or avoid that effect.
Project activities may have potentially significant effects to biological resources (raptors, Mariposa Pussypaws, Western
Pond Turtle), cultural resources (prehistoric, historic), and tribal cultural resources. Biological resources will be identified
by surveys during the appropriate season (nesting, breeding, flowering) and, if identified, will have the appropriate buffer
and operational limitations applied to ensure no significant effects will occur. Some of the cultural and tribal cultural
resources have been identified already. Those that have will be avoided during project operations.
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If applicable, describe any of the project’s areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

There are no areas of controversy known to the lead agency associated with the project.

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.
The Department of Fish and Wildlife is a trustee agency with regard to the fish and wildlife of the state, to designated rare
or endangered native plants, and to game refuges, ecological reserves, and other areas administered by the department.
There are no responsible agencies associated with the project.

