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1.0 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The proposed Los Angeles Aerial Rapid Transit Project (LA ART or proposed Project) would connect 
Los Angeles Union Station (LAUS) to the Dodger Stadium property via an electrically powered aerial 
gondola system. The proposed Project would provide an aerial rapid transit (ART) option for visitors to 
Dodger Stadium, while also providing access between Dodger Stadium, the surrounding communities, 
including Chinatown, Mission Junction, Los Angeles State Historic Park, Elysian Park, and Solano Canyon, 
to the regional transit system accessible at LAUS. The aerial gondola system would be approximately 
1.2 miles and consist of cables, three passenger stations, a non-passenger junction, towers, and gondola 
cabins with inoperable windows. Operation of the proposed Project, a first-/last-mile transit connection to 
Dodger Stadium, would not result in new ignition sources through routine system operations, because the 
proposed Project’s tri-cable technology would be composed of two stationary cables (track ropes) that 
provide support for the running wheels of the cabins, and a third cable (haul rope) that would circulate 
continuously around the system. The haul rope moves at a steady pace around the bullwheels pulling the 
cabins along the ropeway, and in and out of each station or junction. Cabins detach from the haul rope as 
they enter the station for loading and unloading. These operational features do not result in increased risk 
of ignition sources. In addition, system components of the proposed Project would be equipped with 
security features to ensure system safety, including security cameras to monitor activity at stations, the 
junction, the towers, and in each cabin that would allow for the early identification and/or prevention of 
any accidental or arson-related fires.  

The proposed Project is predominately in an urbanized area in the City of Los Angeles, situated northeast 
of downtown Los Angeles. The proposed Project would commence adjacent to LAUS and El Pueblo de 
Los Angeles (El Pueblo), and terminate at Dodger Stadium, with an intermediate station at the southernmost 
entrance of Los Angeles State Historic Park. The proposed Project location would generally be in public 
right-of-way (ROW), or on publicly owned property, following Alameda Street and then continuing along 
Spring Street in a northeast direction through the community of Chinatown to the southernmost corner of 
Los Angeles State Historic Park. The segment of the proposed alignment between LAUS and El Pueblo 
and the Los Angeles State Historic Park is outside of the Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zone, in a heavily 
urbanized area, typically classified as non-burnable in wildland fire hazard assessments.  

The alignment would then continue northeast over the western edge of Los Angeles State Historic Park and 
the Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority (Metro) L Line (Gold) to the intersection 
of North Broadway and Bishops Road. At this intersection, Broadway Junction, the proposed Project 
alignment, would turn and continue northwest following Bishops Road toward its terminus at Dodger 
Stadium, in the Elysian Park community. Broadway Junction would also be in a heavily urbanized area at 
the northern corner of the intersection of North Broadway and Bishops Road. Although the proposed 
Broadway Junction would be in the Very High Fire Hazard Zone, the site is surrounded by institutional, 
commercial, and residential uses. The Broadway Junction site does not include a material amount of 
vegetation, and is bounded by Savoy Street, Bishops Road, and North Broadway. This surrounding 
development acts as a fire break/buffer zone between the Broadway Junction site and any fuel sources in 
the vicinity. Construction and operation at the site will be physically separated from the low grasses and 
well-spaced vegetation approximately 270 feet to the north of the Project site, and pose little risk of 
increasing wildfire hazards. 

Stadium Tower would be located on hillside private property north of Stadium Way between the multi-lane 
access road to the Downtown Gate on the Dodger Stadium property and State Route 110 (SR-110). The 
construction site is bounded by Stadium Way, SR-110, and the multi-lane access road to Downtown Gate—
paved roads that would serve as a buffer to reduce the hazard of ignition and fire spread, although Stadium 
Tower would be in a designated Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zone. The site currently includes low-
load, dry-climate grass-shrub shrub about one foot high, which is associated with moderate fire spread rates 
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and low flame lengths, but this area in the construction area will be cleared to barren earth before active 
construction starts, including the removal of the dry grass and low-to-moderate shrubs in the site footprint. 
Any areas adjacent to the site that retain any ability to carry fire into the larger vegetated areas to the north 
would be reduced through coverings and the implementation of a vegetation management plan based on 
defensible space principles, prior to the start of construction activities that present a fire risk. In addition, 
the risk of spread to the east and west are reduced by the wide roads that are adjacent to the proposed site, 
thereby minimizing the risk of construction activities contributing to fire risks. 

Dodger Stadium Station would be located in the southeast portion of the Dodger Stadium property near the 
Downtown Gate, in an area characterized by wide areas of paved roads and parking lots that would serve 
as a buffer to prevent the spread of wildfire, although the site is in a designated Very High Fire Hazard 
Severity Zone. Dodger Stadium Station would be adjacent to a strip of low and moderate load, humid 
climate timber grass shrub, with moderate forest litter, which is characterized by high fire spread rates and 
moderate flame lengths. Like Dodger Stadium Station itself, this strip of shrub would be bound by paved 
roads and parking for Dodger Stadium acting as a buffer to prevent wildfire spread. In addition, before the 
start of active construction, the portion of this strip in the construction area for Dodger Stadium Station will 
be cleared of vegetation, including grass shrub and forest litter, before active construction starts.  

The urbanized nature of the sites and the type of construction activities do not present a significant risk of 
increasing wildfires. Further, the proposed Project would comply with regulatory standards required by the 
California Fire Code, California Building Code, and the City of Los Angeles Fire Department (LAFD) for 
construction and operations with the Very High Fire Severity Zones where applicable. These regulatory 
requirements are some of the most strenuous fire protection standards in the United States and are designed 
to avoid and minimize increased fire risks. Therefore, regulatory compliance measures would further reduce 
the wildfire risks from construction and operation of the Project components relevant to this wildfire 
analysis (Broadway Junction, Stadium Tower, and Dodger Stadium Station). These measures include, but 
are not limited to, designation of a fire prevention program superintendent to oversee the hot work activities, 
and the implementation of fire watch and hot work procedures during construction to reduce the risk of 
potential ignition from hot work activities. Although the regulatory compliance measures ensure the 
proposed Project would not increase the risk of starting new wildfires or exacerbating wildfires that would 
otherwise occur, the proposed Project will also incorporate project design features that further reduce fire 
risk, including pre-construction clearance of the construction site footprint to create a defensible space 
around the construction area, and the provision of fire safety training for all construction crew members 
prior to the start of construction activities.  

Given the heavily developed or disturbed nature of these sites, the surrounding roads and development that 
act as fuel buffers, the implementation of mandatory regulatory compliance measures, as well as 
incorporation of the project design features, construction and operation of the proposed Project would not 
significantly increase the risk of starting new wildfires or exacerbating wildfires that would otherwise occur.  

2.0 INTRODUCTION AND PROJECT OVERVIEW 

This report details a quantitative wildland fire hazard analysis and offers potential construction and 
operation practices for consideration regarding the LA ART project proposed in Los Angeles, California. 
The report is organized into a fire hazard assessment based on fire history, fuels, terrain, and weather, and 
a recommendation for construction practices based on the findings of that assessment.  

2.1 Overview of the Project 

The proposed Project would connect LAUS to the Dodger Stadium property via an aerial gondola system. 
The proposed Project would include an intermediate station at the southernmost entrance of Los Angeles 
State Historic Park. The proposed Project would also provide an ART option for visitors to Dodger Stadium, 
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while also providing access between the Dodger Stadium property, the surrounding communities, including 
Chinatown, Mission Junction, the Los Angeles State Historic Park, Elysian Park, and Solano Canyon, to 
the regional transit system accessible at LAUS. The aerial gondola system would be approximately 
1.2 miles and consist of cables, three passenger stations, a non-passenger junction, towers, and gondola 
cabins. When complete, the proposed Project would have a maximum capacity of approximately 5,000 
people per hour per direction, and the travel time from LAUS to Dodger Stadium would be approximately 
7 minutes. The proposed Project would provide amenities at Los Angeles State Historic Park, and would 
provide pedestrian improvements, including hardscape and landscape improvements. The ART system has 
the ability to overcome grade and elevation issues between LAUS and Dodger Stadium, and provide safe, 
zero-emission, environmentally friendly, and high-capacity transit connectivity in the Project area that 
would reduce greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions as a result of reduced vehicular congestion in and around 
Dodger Stadium, and on neighborhood streets, arterial roadways, and freeways. The proposed Project 
would operate daily to serve existing residents, workers, park users, and visitors to Los Angeles.  

Established aerial gondola transit systems worldwide, such as in La Paz, Bolivia, and Mexico City, Mexico, 
are being used as rapid transit for the urban population that they serve. The proposed Project would employ 
a Tricable Detachable Gondola system (also known as “3S”). 1  3S Gondola system cabins carry 
approximately 30 to 40 passengers. Similar systems are used in Koblenz, Germany, Phu Quoc, Vietnam, 
and Toulouse, France. 

2.2 Project Location 

The proposed Project is located in the City of Los Angeles, situated northeast of downtown Los Angeles. 
Figure 1 shows the regional location of the proposed Project. The proposed Project would commence 
adjacent to LAUS and El Pueblo and terminate at Dodger Stadium, with an intermediate station at the 
southernmost entrance of Los Angeles State Historic Park. The proposed Project would include three 
stations, a non-passenger junction, and three cable-supporting towers at various locations along the 
alignment. As shown in Figure 2, the proposed Project location would generally be located in public ROW, 
or on publicly owned property, following Alameda Street and then continuing along Spring Street in a 
northeast direction through the community of Chinatown to the southernmost corner of Los Angeles State 
Historic Park. The alignment would then continue northeast over the western edge of Los Angeles State 
Historic Park and the Metro L Line (Gold) to the intersection of North Broadway and Bishops Road. At 
this intersection, the proposed Project alignment would turn and continue northwest following Bishops 
Road toward its terminus at Dodger Stadium, located in the Elysian Park community. Figure 2 provides an 
overview of the proposed Project location. 

 

 
1 The naming convention for this system is derived from the German word “seil,” which translates in English to “rope”. 
Therefore, Tricable Detachable Gondola systems are known as a “3S” systems due to the use of three ropes, or cables. 
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Figure 1: Regional Location Map 
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Figure 2: Proposed Project Location 
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would manage the process of storing cabins or returning them to service. Cabins would be returned 
to and stored at Dodger Stadium Station when the system is not in use. Restrooms for passenger 
use would be located at the station. Dodger Stadium Station would also include a pedestrian 
connection to Dodger Stadium, including hardscape and landscape improvements and potential 
seating. Dodger Stadium Station is adjacent to Dodger Stadium, which is operated as an Major 
League Baseball Stadium. The Project Sponsor will request consideration by the Los Angeles 
Dodgers of the potential for the Dodger Stadium Station to include a mobility hub; outside of game 
day periods, passengers would be able to access a suite of first- and last-mile multi-modal options, 
such as a bike share program and individual bike lockers, to access Elysian Park and other nearby 
neighborhoods, including Solano Canyon. Issues to be addressed in connection with such 
consideration as to the mobility hub include maintaining security for Dodger Stadium and the 
surrounding surface parking areas. Implementation of Dodger Stadium Station would require the 
removal of parking spaces, as well as removal and replacement of landscaping.  

The proposed Project alignment is primarily above urban regions typically classified as non-burnable in 
wildland fire hazard assessments. The portion of the proposed Project alignment over the Los Angeles State 
Historic Park is an entirely landscaped environment of predominantly short grasses and well-spaced groups 
of small trees. The portion of the alignment between Broadway Junction to Stadium Tower and Dodger 
Stadium Station presents vegetation and grasses. The alignment terminates at in the Dodger Stadium 
parking lot, in Elysian Park. The Elysian Park community is north of downtown Los Angeles and is 
characterized by medium-density residential neighborhoods, open space areas, and commercial corridors. 
The Elysian Park community includes Dodger Stadium, Elysian Park, and Solano Canyon. Dedicated in 
1886, Elysian Park is the oldest and second-largest park in the City, and features hiking trails, a bike path, 
horseshoe pits, picnic tables, restroom facilities, a recreation center, Little League baseball fields, Grace E. 
Simons Lodge event venue, Radio Hill Gardens, Chavez Ravine Arboretum, and the Chavez Ravine Disc 
Golf Course. Situated in the southeastern portion of the Elysian Park community, Solano Canyon consists 
of a low-density single-family residential neighborhood, directly east of Dodger Stadium. When used 
hereinafter in this report, “Elysian Park” refers to the portion of the park to the north and northwest of 
Dodger Stadium, and “Solano Canyon” refers to the low-density single-family residential neighborhood. 
“Radio Hill Gardens” refers to the portion of Elysian Park east of SR-110, and bounded by SR-110, Stadium 
Way, commercial and residential development along North Broadway, and residential development along 
Savoy Street and Solano Avenue, shown on the map below. 

The Dodger Stadium property is directly surrounded by surface parking, but the vegetated area of Elysian 
Park is approximately 0.45 mile northeast of Stadium Tower and Dodger Stadium Station. The Solano 
Canyon neighborhood is north of Dodger Stadium, and the vegetated area of Radio Hill Gardens is to the 
east of Dodger Stadium, and approximately 275 feet east of Stadium Tower on the other side of SR-110.  

There are some vegetated areas in the general vicinity of the proposed Project alignment as it approaches 
Dodger Stadium from Broadway Junction. The vegetated hillsides in this surrounding region, e.g., Radio 
Hill Gardens, begin approximately 270 feet uphill from the Broadway Junction construction zone and are 
upslope of SR-110, which has historically offered drivers a clear view of smoke and flames of fires even at 
the very earliest phases, typically resulting in fires promptly being reported to authorities based on response 
times, based on a review of historical fires in the area. The proposed Project alignment would also cross 
over vegetated areas during the construction rope-pulling phase and during operations, although there are 
no known ignition sources from standard operation of the proposed Project.  
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Figure 3: Proposed Project Alignment 

  




































































	Cover
	Table of Contents

