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Note Regarding Transcripts

The Appendix B transcripts for the public meetings on December 10, 2022, December 13, 2022,
January 12, 2023, and February 8, 2023 are presented as certified by the court reporters.
Accordingly, these transcripts contain a few typographical errors as they present the phonetic
spelling or understanding of the court reporter tasked with compiling the transcript. Examples
of such errors include spelling typos (e.g., “Dodger Scandium” rather than Dodger Stadium) and
similar sounding words replacing the intended meaning of the speaker (e.g., “zero admissions
transit” rather than zero emissions transit, and “Legion Park” rather than “Elysian Park”).
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LOS ANGELES COUNTY METROPOLITAN
TRANSPORTATION AUTHORITY

+ + + + +

LOS ANGELES AERIAL PUBLIC TRANSIT (LA ART)
PUBLIC COMMENT SESSION

+ + + + +

SATURDAY
DECEMBER 10, 2022

+ + + + +

The Public Comment Session took place
on the Ticket Concourse at Los Angeles Union
Station, 800 N. Alameda Street, Los Angeles,
California, at 10:00 a.m.

COMMENTERS

XTANGTIAN XU

ANDY HALL

JULIE RICO

MIGUEL MELGOZA
JENNIE LINHEYA
PATRICK CHEN
REBECCA OCEGUEDA
ESPERANZA RAMIREZ
ROBERT MACIAS
GLORIA ANDRADE

RENEE YOUNG
JUNIPER WONG
BILL CHIN
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MS. XU: My name i1s Xiagtian Xu. 1°ve
been a resident of Chinatown for over 20 years
and now that the government has invested a lot of
resources into the LA ART project, once | heard
of the news, 1 was very happy along with a lot of
my neighbors. Not only is this project not going
to cause any environmental iImpact in any negative
way, It provides great convenience to people who
want to get around.

In Chinatown, many years we haven®t
seen many other issues and I hope that the
government is able to Invest more resources to
bring about more projects like this that is going
to provide great convenience and reap benefits to
the people who live iIn this area.

In terms of our environment and our
ecology, these are the things that we find very
beneficial. And other problems that I mentioned
before, the bus arriving on time, iIs making our

commute very difficult and inconvenient. So this
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1 time, the LA ART project i1s bringing huge

2 benefits to us. We are very much supportive.

3 We"re happy and we hope to see more of similar

4 projects in our community to benefit the people .
5 and to benefit our environment. PRis
6 And I would like to thank the

7 government and everybody who are in involved in

8 this project to bring such great convenience and

9 benefits to us and as a community.

Comment - PH2

10 MS. HALL: I was born and raised in LA

11 and I"m a long time community member of e
12 Chinatown. I, my family, my neighbors, and the

13 people of LA do not need the gondola project.

14 This project i1s yet another misuse of our

15 collective time, funds, and energy. No one asked e
16 for this and no one wants i1t. There are already

17 public transportation and shuttles that bring

18 people specifically to Dodger Stadium.

19 $125 million for a limited worth and
20 limited use project is an irresponsible use of
21 funds when what we desperately need is better PHZ:3
22 public transportation and infrastructure. 1 am
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all my elderly-working neighbors should not have
to wait an hour or two hours for the bus just to
get home or anywhere.

There i1s no hospital in Chinatown
because of gentrification. Many residents have
to go to the USC hospital and the quickest bus
route from Chinatown can be a 28 minute bus ride.
Nineteen minutes of that is walking.

Many residents in Chinatown are
elderly or disabled living on $1,000 a month with
limited support networks. Put $125 million more
towards eliminating transit fare and faster
public transit to station hygiene to bus shelters
and real ventures to affordable and free housing.

Chinatown and LA as a whole has seen
too many developments that ultimately harm this
place and gentrify our communities. It"s
insulting that the people behind this project
tried to mislead us iInto thinking that this
project iIs a community good, to fool people iInto
thinking that this is good for us. We know

better than that.
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1

Yes, that"s i1t. Thank you.

cont'd

Comment - PH3 Pre-6
2 MS. RICO: 1 am opposed to the gondola
3 project. 1 don"t want the cars that are going to
4 be displaced from the Dodger Stadium parking lot
5 sent down to Chinatown where I live as a senior.
6 It will create havoc in our neighborhood. It o
7 will suck all of the energy out of our
8 neighborhood. There will be pollution, garbage,
9 disease, and people will get run over because
10 there"s a lot of seniors iIn Chinatown.
11 It doesn"t -- the gondola does not
12 belong in Chinatown or anywhere near Chinatown.
13 It will be intrusive to homes. It will be
14 intrusive to our lives. 1t will change the flow PH3-2
15 of Chinatown as It Is now.
16 I*m just vehemently opposed to the
17 gondola project. That"s 1t.

Comment - PH4
18 MR. MELGOZA: I have been a proponent
19 of this project from the beginning. As a 15 year
20 business operator in East Chinatown, | believe PHA4-1
21 that this will be helpful to the community and
22 also with transportation to Dodger Stadium. It
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cont'd

1 will ease up on congestion with traffic. PH4-1
2 I think that we need to push this
3 project and with the new city council coming PHAD
4 into office, I think that she should also be very
5 supportive of this project. Thank you very much.
Comment - PH5
6 MS. LINHEYA: I find the gondola ugly
7 because 1"ve been to like several cities and I"ve
8 never seen a gondola in big cities. The only PH5-1
9 city that 1 saw that gondola is Medelin, Colombia
10 because they have no roads and it would cause --
11 I don"t want the taxpayer to shoulder the cost of
12 this project because McCourt is rich enough to
13 pay for his own.
14 IT that"s going to be built with
15 public funding, the public funding should be for PH5-2
16 the people, not for a private company. And 1
17 know that they -- 1 read somewhere that i1t would
18 cost $300 million with the inflation rate. |
19 don"t think it would be costing us more than $300
20 million to build this gondola. 1°m done.
Comment - PH6
21 MR. CHEN: My name is Patrick. 1I"m a
22 resident of Chinatown for over seven years and 1 e

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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cont'd

1 Jjust want to give my comment on this proposed PH6-1
2 project, LA ART. It does not look like it has
3 the community®s welfare in mind with its proposed
4 plans. It doesn"t seem like 1t"s prioritizing
5 the needs of the community iIn terms of e
6 transportation, housing, and other impacts. It
7 seems like i1t"s just like a vanity project for a
8 billionaire.
9 And yes, Chinatown is facing lots of
10 challenges, especially around gentrification,
11 displacement of tenants, due to rising costs of
12 housing and threats of eviction and another Metro
13 project like that does not have community PHE-3
14 interest in mind does not seem like 1t would help
15 the community at all.
16 So 1 oppose this project as i1t stands
17 and I don"t see really a path forward for it to
18 actually benefit the community. Thank you.
Comment - PH7
19 MS. OCEGUEDA: Hello, good morning.
20 My name is Rebecca Ocegueda. And I am a resident PH7-1
21 of Northeast Los Angeles.
22 As a resident, 1 am concerned about I
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this project for many reasons. First of all, the
enormous towers of the gondola will cause
aesthetic impacts on my community. 1 am
concerned that the towers and the views of the
wagons of the gondola will be used for publicity
and as billboards. The gondola project will
promote gentrification of our communities, in
particular in Chinatown.

The gondola project will have a great
impact on our public lands, especially in the Los
Angeles State Historic Park with its enormous
towers. This project will iIncrease the iImpacts
of air pollution on account of the emissions from
the vehicles in the area that are already
overloaded with air emissions.

This project will provoke displacement
and will increase the cost of rent in the area
and we cannot allow that and this is especially
because for a lot of people it will iIncrease the
cost of rent and people will not be able to pay
that and then we will have more homeless people.

And 1 beg you not to approve this

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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v
1 project which will use federal funds and will use
2 our taxes. And this will just enrich one person
3 who will be benefitted by the project. And do
4 not allow yourselves to be deceived by Mr. Sﬁ%?
5 McCourt who has plans to develop the parking lot
6 in the Dodger Stadium with the pretext that he"s
7 concerned about environmental pollution.
8 Thank you very much. Thank you.

Comment - PH8
9 MS. RAMIREZ: My name i1s Esperanza.
10 And 1*m here regarding the gondola project that
11 does not have benefits for our community. It is PH8-1
12 a lie that they will replace the vehicles that
13 are going to the Dodger Stadium. The gondola
14 project will impact our cultural and historical
15 resources such as our state parks, Union Station, PH8-2
16 and El Pueblo.
17 The Chinatown community and our
18 neighbors will be seriously impacted with the
19 displacement from the property. The draft e
20 environmental report does not take Into account -
21 our complaints and is concentrated on the
22 benefits for our community and it"s nothing but

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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cont'd
PH8-3

1 lies
2 The gondola will be nothing more than
3 an invasion of the properties of the Chinatown e
4 residents whose homes are underneath the
5 trajectory of the gondola.
6 Mr. McCourt i1s taking advantage of our
7 resources for his personal benefit. We do not
8 want the gondola and we will fight for this PHg-S
9 project not to take place. That"s all. Thank
10 you.
Comment - PH9
11 MR. MACIAS: My name is Robert Macias.
12 And 1 am the president of the Youth Soccer
13 organization and community organization, the name
14 is Anahuak. For many years, we have been PHO-1
15 fighting for the welfare of our families and for
16 better recreational opportunities for our
17 community.
18 We are strongly opposed to someone
19 with personal interest constructing an air PHO-2
20 highway over our state parks. 1 ask myself where
21 will we retain privacy for persons? IPH93
22 I beg you not to approve this project

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com
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1 which will be use our federal funds and our
2 taxes. We oppose this gondola. Our communities contd
3 have stated our opposition and now It corresponds e
4 to you to say no to the gondola.
5 We do not want you to repeat the
6 history that removed hundreds of Latino families PH9-5
7 from Chavez Ravine. Thank you very much.
Comment - PH10
8 MS. ANDRADE: Hello. My name is
9 Gloria Andrade. | am 76 years old. 1 have lived
10 in East LA here for 35 years and for me 1 would PO
11 say stop the gondola forever.
12 Our taxes and federal funds should not
13 be used to make rich people richer. At this
14 time, there®s a lot of problems iIn the streets
15 and we should also focus on these homeless people
16 who are human beings. And we should be watching 102
17 out for them. That"s all.
18 INTERPRETER: Interpreter correction.
19 Where i1t said -- where | said there are a lot of
20 problems in the streets, 1| should have translated
21 as there are a lot of indigent people in the
22 streets. Thank you.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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1 MS. OCEGUEDA: Thank you very much for contd
2 your time. So | already said part of it. i
3 It is nothing but lies. Mr. McCourt
4 only wants to fill up his pockets with more money
5 from our taxes. We oppose this gondola. Our
6 communities have already stated their opposition i
7 and now It corresponds to you to say no to the
8 gondola.
9 We do not want to repeat the history
10 that pushed so many hundreds of Latina families
11 out of Chavez Ravine. The gondola will not do o
12 anything to save the environment. Those are
13 lies. Thank you very much for everything.
Comment - PH11
14 MS. YOUNG: My name is Renee Young and
15 I am the president of NAWBO-LA, the National
16 Association of Women Business Owners and we are PH11-1
17 the unifying voice for more than 750,000 local
18 women business owners in the region and we are
19 very excited about the LA ART project. We believe
20 very strongly that this will bring business to oH11.2
21 local, small businesses iIn particular,
22 entrepreneurs.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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We, as women, are one of the fastest-
growing groups of entrepreneurs iIn the country
and anything that drives business into our
community, Into our stores, into our companies we
support. So we"re very, very excited about this.

We are also very excited about the
local business participation goal for 35 percent
and we encourage the project as they move forward
to make sure that we keep that as part of the
goal and engagement because again the more we can
drive business iInto our community, the more women
business owners and all business owners can
thrive and bring money back into our communities
and this just goes to build back. Women who left
the business world in droves during COVID, we
want to be able to re-engage those women. We
want to be able to offer them jobs and we believe
that this project allows us to do that.

So again, we encourage the Metro and
the team to really move forward with this project
and we"re looking forward to seeing it soon.

Thank you.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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MS. WONG: As a volunteer and worker
in Chinatown who works with low income Chinese
seniors, | do not support this project. Seniors
with limited mobility do not want to be lifted
into the sky. They want suspended buses and
services In the area. They want reduced traffic
on game days, not redirecting more traffic from
the stadium to Chinatown where most people are
projected to park with no accommodations.

This past year, 1"ve been canvassing
for civic outreach in Chinatown. 1"ve knocked on
every door, met with nearly every resident asking
what people wanted for the city. The answer was
not a train in the sky to watch baseball games.
The answer was affordable housing, a market, a
grocery market in the neighborhood, a halt to the
rising cost of living which this gondola, as a
tourist attraction, would only contribute to.

Where College Station was built, where
one of the towers for this project is slated for,
has already been developed into a Chinese center

catering to well-off newcomers, not the long-

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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time, low-income residents who they~ve already
displaced and who continue to displace.

I believe LA Metro®s priorities are
skewed. There are other entryways to Dodger
Stadium. Why choose to run this project through
the second poorest neighborhood in LA? It says
everything that you would spend time and money
catering to a seasonal entertainment issue and
not the truly urgent actually life-threatening
issues of displacement that our most vulnerable
Chinatown residents face which i1s becoming
unhoused.

And to that greater point, this whole
process has been obfuscated and inaccessible for
community input. Just today, | had tenants,
Chinese seniors iIn attendance who wrote written
comments. One of the iInterpreters read her
comments In Chinese, came up to me and said her
point of prioritizing affordable housing over the
gondola was i1llegitimate. That is not his
jurisdiction to say that to me. He cannot

overrule a long time resident®s personal point of

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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1 view, that the land this is being built on should
2 be used to better the most vulnerable iIn the ;ﬁazs
3 neighborhood is absolutely a legitimate and
4 glaringly urgent point of all of this.

Comment - PH13
5 MR. CHIN: Okay. My name is Bill
6 Chin. B-I-L-L C-H-I-N. I"ve been looking at the
7 boards that are on the easel. They tend to be
8 very vague and 1 think they"re very vague
9 intentionally, so 1t"s not within the
10 capabilities of actually seeing towers when there
11 are supposed to be towers very long and tall and
12 they look very faint on purpose.

PH13-1

13 And there®s also no scaling on there
14 and the people from, 1 guess, MTA, who are
15 running the show, they"re kind of vague iIn terms
16 of their language. They say it"s a station as
17 Bishop and Broadway. |1 sald are you sure It"s a
18 station? Oh, no, It"s a tower. No, It°'s a
19 facility. 1 said what do you mean by facility?
20 Well, 1t"s like a tower, but i1t"s bigger than a
21 tower. 1 said well, what does i1t do? And he
22 wasn®"t sure except that i1t has to be big, so they

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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could turn.

So at that point I thought even 1
speak very clearly, concisely, and correctly in
English, and when somebody is trying to help me
understand the project, i1t doesn"t seem to work
out very well. It"s very frustrating to read and
not read too much which i1s vague and then
somebody not being very clear, i1t"s even worse.
So 1 don*"t know if reading and listening iIs going
to do anything because | can"t experience it or
understand 1t without some kind of preliminary
sources. That"s all 1 want to say.

(Whereupon, the above-entitled matter
went off the record at 11:55 a.m. and resumed at
11:55 a.m.)

MR. CHIN: Okay, my name is Bill Chin,
B-1-L-L C-H-1-N. I don®"t -- I"m against the
gondola, but there are two things that 1 do like
that 1 think can be done to improve the community
where 1 live In Chinatown. One is to put more
parkway that was proposed around the Chinatown

station on the sidewalk, like trees and bathrooms

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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and bicycle facilities that could be used for the
Gold Line.

And the other things i1s the bridge,
pedestrian bridge, they come from Broadway into
the park could be very useful to cut down on
traffic, so | don"t have to take my car to the
east side of the historical park in order to walk
into the park. I can just walk while 1*m shopping
across Broadway into the park by way of a
pedestrian bridge.

So 1 am officially against the
gondola, but 1 do see these two things as
beneficial. 1 also want to say that the gondola
station and the Union Station gondola station
seems to be repetitive of the Gold Line since we
do have people coming from Union Station who
would go to Chinatown by way of the Gold Line and
there i1s a Gold Line station in Chinatown
already.

So 1 think all that"s needed 1is
electric vehicles that would transport people

from wherever that they need to come to to Dodger

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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19

Stadium either from Union Station or from Gene
Autry Museum or from the airport or any other
places, just like they do with the Hollywood
Bowl. You can take a charter bus from Gene Autry
to Hollywood Bowl. Thank you.

(Whereupon, the above-entitled matter

went off the record at 11:57 a.m.)
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LOS ANGELES COUNTY METROPOLITAN
TRANSPORTATION AUTHORITY

+ + + + +

LOS ANGELES AERIAL PUBLIC TRANSIT (LA ART)
PUBLIC COMMENT SESSION

+ + + + +

SATURDAY
DECEMBER 10, 2022

+ + + + +

The Public Comment Session took place
on the Ticket Concourse at Los Angeles Union
Station, 800 N. Alameda Street, Los Angeles,
California, at 10:00 a.m.

COMMENTERS

ANDREW VOUGHT

BILL CHIN

MARC FUTERNICK
TERI VANDERBERG
DOUGLAS CARSTENS
KENNETH CHAN
JONATHAN BERMAN
BALDOMERO CAPI1Z
MARTA ELENA PADINO
DISRAELY BUTLER

TANY LING

PHYLLIS LING

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com



1 P-R-0-C-E-E-D-1-N-G-S
2 (10:00 a.m.)
Comment - PH14
3 MS. KING: All right. Recording is
4 going. |If you please state your name and spell
5 it for the record.
PH14-1
6 MR. VOUGHT: My name is Andrew Vought.
7 V as i1n Victor, O0-U-G-H-T.
8 MS. KING: Great.
9 MR. VOUGHT: And I*m an Angeleno
10 resident. I"m here today to voice my strong
11 opposition to the proposed gondola. The only o142
12 benefit from the gondola is that it allows a real
13 estate developer to get richer developing the
14 Dodgers parking lot. The rest of us all lose.
15 Private gain equals public pain.
16 The Angelenos who use our beautiful
17 state park lose. Two acres will be carved out of
18 Los Angeles State Historic Park for a station, PH14-3
19 and gondolas will fly directly over the park. No
20 more kite flying.
21 Dodger fans lose because the
PH14-4
22 arithmetic does not work for the thousands of

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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y
1 rides promised. Fans will need to wait one or -
2 two hours after the game for a six-minute ride. P
3 Who wants that?
4 Taxpayers lose because the cost of
5 operating the gondola will not be paid by the PH14-5
6 billionaire developer. These costs will be paid
7 by tax-payers.
8 This park was won in 2000 in a fight
9 with real estate developers who wanted to put In
10 big box warehouses. The people wanted a park
11 instead, and we got our State Park. Now the PrLae
12 State Park is again threatened by a real estate
13 developer. Please don"t destroy our State Park.
14 Thanks. 1"m sorry, 1 tapped that --
15 (Whereupon, the above-entitled matter
16 went off the record at 10:17 a.m. and resumed at
CONTINUED 17 10:22 a.m.)
Comment - PH13
18 MR. CHIN: What do you need from me?
19 MS. KING: |If you could just state and
20 spell your name, please, and then you can begin PH13-7
21 your comment.
22 MR. CHIN: Bill Chin. B-I-L-L, C-H-1-

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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MS. KING: Great.

MR. CHIN: So this i1s being recorded
and typed?

MS. KING: Recorded. The typing is
just notes for now. It will later be transcribed
I believe.

MR. CHIN: Oh, okay. So I heard that
there might -- | heard that the California State
Park that runs the historical park has not given
permission yet or they®"re thinking about the
gondola being part of or on the State Park
property. So I was wondering, why is that? |Is
that because they"re not committed? Or they just
want to see what the interest level i1s before the
state decides, okay. We®"ll go with public
interest and compromise the design and the plan
of our state park. Period.

My concern is, the state park has a
goal 1n mind, and they"ve designed it well for
the community. And I would not like to see their

original plan compromised in any way by the

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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gondola project, whether that means cutting trees
or putting structure very close to the State Park
where the State Park will feel like there is a
compromise of the original design and landscaping
or of cutting of trees because the cables are too
low, or they need some height in the park to run
their cars through the park. Period. Is that
concise enough?

PARTICIPANT: That was perfect.

MR. CHIN: Oh, really?

PARTICIPANT: Yeah.

(Whereupon, the above-entitled matter
went off the record at 10:24 a.m. and resumed at
10:32 a.m.)

MS. KING: All right. Your name
again?

MR. CHIN: Bill Chin. B-I-L-L, C-H-1-
N. 1 looked at the project and the
environmental. 1 probably don®"t have any
problems with the five or six towers iIn terms of
the height. But LA and Los Angeles being so

creative and also very close to the art industry

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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1 and Hollywood, that there should be something
2 done about concrete and more fashionable other
3 than flat surface and square corners.
4 IT you make 1t look like a tree or
5 round off the corners like you see In modern
6 apartments, where you take a piece of metal and PH13.12
7 nail it on the stud and then put sheet rock to
8 it, then i1t softens the corner, just like In
9 museums throughout the world. So that®"s not much
10 to ask for because concrete can be molded iInto
11 rounder corners. Make 1t look more organic.
12 Period.
13 MS. KING: Thank you.
14 MR. CHIN: 1 have something --
PH13-13
15 (Whereupon, the above-entitled matter
16 went off the record at 10:34 a.m. and resumed at
17 10:40 a.m.)
Comment - PH15
18 MS. KING: -- minutes. Great, we"re
19 recording.
20 MR. FUTERNICK: Hi. My name is Marc
PH15-1
21 Futernick. M-A-R-C. Last name F-U-T-E-R-N-1-C-K.
22 MS. KING: Please.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

MR. FUTERNICK: I"m an emergency
physician. 1 live iIn Pasadena, but I drive,
every day that I come to work, through this area.
I*m really focused on the impact of climate
change and air pollution on our health, and this
gondola will improve both of those. 1t*1l open
the door to another mode of zero-emission
transportation here in Los Angeles.

The gondola will serve as a first and
last-mile connector from our main central
transportation hub at LA Union Station to Dodger
Stadium, the most-attended venue in major league
baseball that lacks a permanent transit option,
and not just for games but for many events. This
also makes a key transit connection to Elysian
Park, the city"s oldest and second-largest park
and, again, is not currently served by transit.

And my main interest, personally, are
the co-benefits of connectivity, active
transport, reduced congestion, reduced greenhouse
gas emissions, and decreased local air pollution

in the surrounding communities of Solano Canyon,

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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v
1 Victor Heights, and William Mead Homes. This
2 will protect their health and improve people®s ;E154
3 daily lives In the area.
4 And lastly, zero-emission transit was
5 formed to advance and accelerate zero-emission
6 technology in the transportation sector, which is
7 critical to a climate-resilient future for Los PH15-5
8 Angeles. And this project will demonstrate the
9 value of this approach to the community and to
10 our environment. Please approve this project.
11 MS. KING: Thank you.
12 (Whereupon, the above-entitled matter
13 went off the record at 10:42 a.m. and resumed at
14 10:46 a.m.)

Comment - PH16
15 MS. KING: All right. We are
16 recording.
17 MS. VANDERBERG: Hi. My name is Teri
18 Vanderberg, and 1 am a resident of Chinatown. PH16-1
19 I*ve lived here over a year. And the whole idea
20 of a gondola would upset the entire feeling of
21 Chinatown and all the elderly Chinese people that
22 live here. And this is their livelihood. This

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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Is where they work.

They created that park for a safe
place for us to all go walk, and 1 use that park
twice a day for peace and quiet and tranquility.
And having a gondola placed over in the park
where people are going to be, by the thousands,
getting on a gondola that is going to be charging
$30 a person to go one mile, which is a free ride
iIT you take it on the bus here at the train
station, and which §s what thousands of us do.
And then they all park free on our little
streets, and we all take a bus over there.

There®s no reason for a gondola. This
is all about money. This i1s all about the
gentleman who"s proposing it because he wants to
build beautiful buildings up there when the
Dodgers aren®t playing. So this has nothing to
do with helping people, nothing for our
community. It"s all about money and wealth, and
I*m very much against the gondola.

MS. KING: Thank you.

(Whereupon, the above-entitled matter

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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1 went off the record at 10:48 a.m. and resumed at
2 10:49 a.m.)
Comment - PH17

3 MS. KING: All right. We are

4 recording.

5 MR. CARSTENS: Hello. 1 am Douglas

6 Carstens on behalf of the California Endowment.

7 We"ve been reviewing the gondola EIR and have PH17-1
8 some initial comments with more to follow in

9 writing. We oppose the gondola project. Metros

10 should not be pursuing this private project at

11 Frank McCourt®s behest at all, and Metro should

12 not be the lead agency because the city of Los

13 Angeles 1s In a much better position and Is more o172
14 properly designated as the lead agency. These

15 points will be expanded in our comment letter.

16 First, regarding the EIR, the

17 California Environmental Quality Act, 1t"s a bill

18 of rights for an environmental democracy. It PH17-3
19 ensures the twin goals of public participation
20 and environmental protection are met, and EIR 1s
21 the heart of CEQA. An EIR is not supposed to be
22 a sales brochure or an infomercial for the
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project.

It"s supposed to be a unbiased, full-

disclosure document that advises the public and
decision makers of the impacts of a project and
how those impacts can and will be reduced. The
draft EIR presented by ARTT and Metro falls
woefully short of these legal requirements for
full and accurate disclosure and i1s biased iIn
favor of the project.

The aesthetic impact analysis is a
good example of how, instead of meaningful and
accurate depictions of what the gondola towers
and stations will look like iIn context, the EIR
preparers have chosen distortions and force
perspective depictions that minimize the visual
impact of the towers and stations iIn context.
Instead of --

MS. KING: It"s been two minutes.

MR. CARSTENS: Okay. Thank you.
Useful information, the EIR provides misleading
depictions and half-truths. Information about

whether the gondola cars will be used for

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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advertising and billboards i1s not disclosed,
though 1t"s known advertising will be a major
component of the project. The omission and
misleading half-truths is a common theme of
different types of analysis in the EIR. In fact,
the gondola®s entire financial plan, when -- 1is
my time up? It looks like you"re --

MS. KING: Your time is up.

MR. CARSTENS: 1 just wonder, like can
I make another set of comments or come back?

MS. KING: You can come back and
restart your two minutes. Yeah.

MR. CARSTENS: Okay.

(Whereupon, the above-entitled matter
went off the record at 10:51 a.m. and resumed at
10:52 a.m.)

MS. KING: And we are recording.

MR. CARSTENS: Hello. This is Douglas
Carstens, and this is the second half of my
testimony because i1t was apparently two minutes
on the first half.

In fact, the gondola®s entire

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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financial plan, which the Metro board was
promised would be made available before the end
of September 2022, is missing altogether. The
gondola®s missing financing is critical to
understanding how impacts identified in the EIR
will be mitigated by the project proponent and
how they will not be.

Since the proponent, Frank McCourt,
and his company, McCourt Global, has only
committed to funding about three percent of the
entire project budget, the shortfalls in
construction and operating revenues will need to
be made up somewhere, and it is most likely that
some, i1f not all, will come from public transit
funding sources, better used for public projects.
Mitigation of i1dentified impacts will be
expensive but will be critical to protect the
neighborhoods and people living and working near
the project route.

Traffic, air pollution, parking,
noise, and recreation will all be impacted. The

noise section of the EIR i1dentifies that there
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will be significant and so-called unavoidable
Iimpacts from construction equipment. This noise
and vibration will affect the neighborhoods
around ElI Pueblo and in Chinatown. The vibration
will threaten the physical integrity of the EI
Grito Mural and the Avila Adobe.

These i1mpacts can be avoided by
denying the project altogether or choosing the
environmental ly-superior alternative which, in
the EIR is called transportation systems
management, what comes down to enhancement of the
Dodger express buses system.

The California Endowment opposes Frank
McCourt®s gondola and the potential waste and
gifting of tax-payer resources that it
represents, including public land, such as
allowing Alameda Street and at the State Historic
Park. The implications of which --

MS. KING: Thank you.

MR. CARSTENS: Oh, is that time?

MS. KING: That"s time.

MR. CARSTENS: Okay. And let me see

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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(Whereupon, the above-entitled matter
went off the record at 10:54 a.m. and resumed at
10:55 a.m.)

MS. KING: And just your name again.

MR. CARSTENS: Okay. My name is
Douglas Carstens, and I*m here on behalf of the
California Endowment. So the California
Endowment opposes Frank McCourt®s gondola and the
potential waste and gifting of tax-payer
resources that i1t represents, including public
land such as allowing Alameda Street and at the
State Historic Park, the implications of which
the Environment Impact Report only partially
discloses in more incomplete and misleading half-
truths.

Instead of promoting a private gondola
to a private sport stadium, more like an
amusement park ride than actual public transit,
Metro should focus on enhancing actual public
transit options with its limited resources and

staff and board time.
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1 We ask that you terminate the project
2 review process immediately. |If you do not

3 terminate the project immediately, you, Metro,

4 should transfer lead agency status to the city of
5 Los Angeles to complete review and processing of

6 the gondola project. Metro should not let itself e
7 be co-opted to serve the private interests of a

8 billionaire, especially one who has bankrupted

9 such a revered organization as the Los Angeles

10 Dodgers. Stop the gondola now. Thank you.

11 MS. KING: Thank you very much.

12 (Whereupon, the above-entitled matter
13 went off the record at 10:57 a.m. and resumed at
14 10:58 a.m.)

Comment - PH18 )

15 MS. KING: We®"re recording. IT you

16 could just state your name and spell i1t before

17 you begin.

18 MR. CHAN: Yeah. Kenneth Chan. K-E- PH18.1
19 N-N-E-T-H. Last name, C-H-A-N.
20 MS. KING: Thanks. Go ahead.
21 MR. CHAN: Yeah. Coming out. 1 think
22 I*m against this project. There®s not enough
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analysis on housing and gentrification from what
we"ve seen. Every time Metro comes iIn here and
builds one of these projects, It encourages
market-rate development and displaces longtime
tenets.

In addition, this i1s really treating
our neighborhood like a playground. 1t is not a
good use of funds. You know, we still have some
of the worst-maintained sidewalks, streets In our
neighborhood. We have a huge demand and need for
affordable housing in our neighborhood. This will
not resolve Chinatown®s transportation issues.

It should not take me two buses to get to
downtown.

Overall, 1 think this project i1s a
waste of funds, and the show that®s been put on
today completely ignores the community. And
yeah. 1 think that building this project would
be a huge waste of funds and a huge mistake, and
iIT folks continue to proceed with this and ignore
the voices of the community, they“re going to

meet some real resistance. And I think 1t"ll be

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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1 a waste of time for everybody.
2 So again, you know, we have a real
3 need for affordable housing and a real need for contd
4 real transit solutions, not some playground BS e
5 that"s being funded by Frank McCourt.
6 MS. KING: Thank you very much.
7 PARTICIPANT: All right. Thank you.
8 (Whereupon, the above-entitled matter
9 went off the record at 11:00 a.m. and resumed at
10 11:05 a.m.)
Comment - PH19
11 PARTICIPANT: State and spell your
12 name
13 MS. KING: All right.
14 MR. BERMAN: Does the two minutes
15 include my name-spelling?
16 PARTICIPANT: No. [I"m going to start
PH19-1
17 it right after you finish.
18 MS. KING: We"re recording now, So.
19 MR. BERMAN: 1 have a very long name.
20 Ready?
21 MS. KING: Yes.
22 MR. BERMAN: Jonathan Berman. J-O-N-
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A-T-H-A-N, B-E-R-M-A-N.

MS. KING: Please.

MR. BERMAN: Now? I am currently
against this project for a number of reasons.
First of all, 1t feels like a massive boondoggle
of the ownership of the area of Dodger Stadium.
My understanding of i1t is Frank McCourt and
related people, who"s already bankrupted the
Dodgers and other professional teams, and that
the end game of all of this is the development of
those parking areas in Dodger Stadium as some
kind of mall or LA live type of situation. So
not being transparent about what that is.
Furthermore -- let me know iIf I*m going too fast.

MS. KING: Okay.

MR. BERMAN: Furthermore, this
particular event here iIs incredible biased. You
have 20 booths manned by people, persons, by
people who are in the employ of the people who
want to move this forward. And the results seem
pretty ordain. It"s always no significant

impact.
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Crowd control. You"re going to have,
for the games, 10 -- are we out of time? Are we
going to have like 10,000 more people getting out
of the stadium at the same time getting iInto
these gondolas? That"s going to be a special
show of consternation. So yeah.

My main -- also the environmental
review. The idea that there are 10,000 parking
spots in Chinatown is laughable at best given
that most of these, many of these properties are
being redeveloped as commercial or residential
properties, some of the lots close at night.

So 1 just think 1t"s not that well
thought out. 1 mean the ultimate thing iIs that
this funding that will ultimately come out of
taxpayers® dollars should go towards homeless,
helping get people off the streets, mentally-ill
people and other people who are living on the
streets, rather than putting billions towards a
project that®"s not going to happen in the four --
that this will come out in four years 1S Insane.

That®"s not going to happen.
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1 PARTICIPANT: Thank you.
PH19-6

2 MS. KING: Thank you.

3 (Whereupon, the above-entitled matter

4 went off the record at 11:08 a.m. and resumed at

5 11:09 a.m.)

Comment - PH20

6 MS. KING: So we"re recording now, and

7 you can just start by stating his name and

8 spelling.

9 MR. CAPIZ (Speaking through

10 translator): My name is Baldomero Capiz. B-A-L- o201

11 D-O-M-E-R-0. I am the president of the -

12 organization National Union of Ex Berceros. As a

13 community leader, i1t is our responsibility to

14 ensure that our taxes are not used for the

15 benefit of third parties.

16 The gondola project is nothing more

17 than an attraction, which has nothing to do with

18 the protection of the environment. Metro already

19 has a bus system which takes fans to the Dodger PH20-2

20 Stadium, and i1t is free. This project will only

21 take advantage of our taxes for the benefit of a

22 person who wants to make him or herself more il

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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1 rich PH20-2
2 The gondola will only displace many
3 residents In Chinatown, just as Latino residents
4 were displaced from the lands where they now are
5 living in Dodger Stadium -- where Dodger Stadium
6 1Is now located, rather. Correction.
7 We oppose the gondola in honor of
PH20-3
8 people who are known as landless, including the
9 Ex Barceros. We robustly oppose that anyone with
10 personal interests would construct an aerial
11 transport.
12 MR. CAPIZ: That"s 1t.
13 MS. KING: Great. Thank you.
14 (Whereupon, the above-entitled matter
15 went off the record at 11:12 a.m. and resumed at
16 11:14 a.m.)
Comment - PH21
17 MS. KING: Okay. Name and spelling,
18 please.
19 MS. PADINO (Speaking through
PH21-1
20 translator): My name is Maria Elena Padino. M --
21 or sorry. Correction. M-A-R-I1-A, E-L-E-N-A, P-
22 A-D-1-N-0.
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MS. KING: She can begin.

MS. PADINO: I am a member of the
organization Anahuak. Our organization has
fought to be able to have more green spaces and
parks so that our children are able to play. For
many years, we have fought for our well-being,
the well-being of our families, rather, and for
better recreational opportunities for our
community.

We do not want people with money, with
personal interests to build an air highway above
our State Park because i1t is abusing the privacy
of people by having a gondola that would go over
the homes of these people. Doesn®"t the privacy
of these people count?

We ask for you to listen to us and for
you to reject this project which will use our
federal funds and our taxes. We oppose this
gondola. Our communities have already
demonstrated our opposition, and now it
corresponds to you all to say no to this gondola.

Thank you so much.
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1 (Whereupon, the above-entitled matter
2 went off the record at 11:16 a.m. and resumed at
3 11:19 a.m.)

Comment - PH22
4 MS. KING: We are recording. |If you
5 could please state and spell your name.
6 MR. BUTLER: My name is Disraely
7 Butler. D as in David, 1-S-R-A-E-L-Y. Butler
8 the way i1t sounds.
9 MS. KING: Got you. And you can
10 begin. Preed
11 MR. BUTLER: All right. And do I need
12 to state my case, honey?
13 MS. KING: Yes, please.
14 MR. BUTLER: Okay. Wonderful project.
15 Of course, our Founding Fathers would be so proud
16 of what we"re doing here and what you guys are
17 doing. And, of course, the great Nubian
18 Pharaohs. My only concern is the noise factor.
19 LAPD needs to relocate their heliports. They"re
20 flying too low, 1t"s too noisy, and because of PH22-2
21 the Kobe Bryant incident, there Is a situation
22 that could be very dangerous, you know, with some
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1 mechanical failures. PH22-2
2 The other situation, there needs to be
3 more regulation of the actual train horn
4 industry. You can"t always have everything on 16
5 when you can turn i1t down to 8 and 7 and still
6 have the same results. What"s happening in our
7 communities? People are getting vertical, the
8 rooms are spinning around, blood pressure levels
9 are going up, and all the other complicates e
10 related to frequencies. So those can be taken
11 care of, I think everything else will take care
12 of 1tself.
13 MS. KING: Great.
14 MR. BUTLER: See? | made it short.
15 MS. KING: Look at that. Thank you
16 very much. Appreciate you.
17 (Whereupon, the above-entitled matter
18 went off the record at 11:21 a.m. and resumed at
CONTINUED 19 11:30 a.m.)
Comment - PH13
20 MS. KING: Go right ahead.
21 MR. CHIN: My name is Bill Chin. B-I- PH13-14
22 L-L, C-H-1-N. I was at the booth for the
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aerospace. So the question was, will there be
trees that will be cut? They said yes. And then
I asked, why i1s it that all the maps in your EIR
and on your project shows no scaling? Like no
millimeter per feet or how many feet per
millimeter on the two-dimensional maps? And he
says, oh, we don®"t know. 1 said, it"s not
appropriate within your capabilities if you guys
are all engineers.

But 1t"s appropriate it somebody told
all the engineers, don"t put any scaling on it
because we don"t want the public to figure out
how much distance or height is involved. And
therefore there®s not scale. Just a map and a
legend. And I really, really oppose that. Why
do you want people to review the information when
they can®t scale down any distances on every map
on thousands of pages?

PARTICIPANT: All done?

MR. CHIN: Thank you.

MS. KING: Thank you very much.

Appreciate that.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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1 (Whereupon, the above-entitled matter
2 went off the record at 11:32 a.m. and resumed at

3 11:36 a.m.)

Comment - PH23

4 MS. KING: All right. So just your

5 name and the spelling, first, please?

6 MS. T. LING: My name®s Tany Ling. T-
7 A-N-Y, L-1-N-G.

8 MS. KING: Perfect. And you can

9 begin.

10 MS. T. LING: Okay. 1°"m a resident of
11 Chinatown. I am against this project. | think

12 iIt"s a giveaway to a billionaire, and 1 think orDa1
13 Metro should listen very closely to the people

14 who are raising alarms about this. Why are we

15 constantly giving away the city to billionaires?
16 Who are they really serving because 1t"s not

17 really the people? It"s usually -- and the

18 bottom line is, 1t"s all about money, okay?

19 So 1 think the project Is masquerading
20 as a, iIt"s masquerading as a public transit
21 project for the greater good, but i1t"s really a
22 means for a billionaire to use public money to
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take a step forward towards achieving his planned
huge development project at Dodger Stadium and
all the while promising that it won"t cost
taxpayers money. But he has already transferred
the operation of this project to a nonprofit.

And guess what? Nonprofits can apply for federal
and state funding, which is paid for by
taxpayers.

There®s been studies done to show that
this will not improve traffic In the area. It
will not improve air quality. It will actually,
could possibly bring more cars into the area.
It"s going to be traveling not near people®s
homes but over people®s homes and not 400 feet iIn
the air but possibly as low as 40 feet in the air
above people®s heads, above people®s roofs.

I am against this project also because
It"s going to completely change the character of
the State Park. Cutting down trees, putting
these tall imposing towers and stations iIn the
State Park that the community worked so hard to

bring to life and to have this beautiful, open
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1 space for everybody to enjoy. It can"t happen.
2 Let"s not let it happen. PH23-5
3 MS. KING: Thank you very much.
4 (Whereupon, the above-entitled matter
5 went off the record at 11:38 a.m. and resumed at
CONTINUED 6 11:39 a.m.)
Comment - PH13
7 MS. KING: All right. Just state your
8 name one more time for us, please.
9 MR. CHIN: My name is Bill Chin. And
10 it"s spelled C, B-I-L-L, C-H-I-N. As 1
11 demonstrated to the recorder here that the
12 Cantonese speaker does not really speak Taishan,
13 and there were four Taishan speakers that came
14 in. But they chose not to come in because they PH13-16
15 saw the sign that says Cantonese and no Taishan.
16 And i1t makes a big difference because
17 Taishan could be intimidated. They"re not
18 educated, they"re barely skilled, and to come
19 into a big, unfamiliar place like this, i1t"s not
20 comforting for them to know that people don"t
21 speak their dialect. And 1 hope that changes in
22 the future because i1t"s been a misleading thing
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1 to not bring enough people from the community
2 already. Thank you. PHL3-16
3 MS. KING: Thank you.
4 (Whereupon, the above-entitled matter
5 went off the record at 11:40 a.m. and resumed at
6 11:48 a.m.)
Comment - PH24
7 MS. KING: All right. And your name?
8 MS. P. LING: Phyllis Ling.
9 MS. KING: And could you spell that
10 please?
11 MS. P. LING: P-H-Y-L-L-I1-S, L-I1-N-G.
12 MS. KING: Great. And please.
13 MS. P. LING: Yeah. | think with this
14 draft Environmental Impact Report, 1 think PH24-1
15 something that needs to be said is that there®s
16 still no funding plan and that all of these
17 Impacts and mitigations proposed are meaningless
18 iIT there i1sn"t sufficient funding for this
19 project.
20 The fact that Metro is doing this
21 draft EIR before there is any funding plan is a
22 huge disrespect to our communities. It"s wasting
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our time. It"s putting residents like me in the
position of having to spend thousands of dollars
on consultants and thousands of hours reading an
8,000 plus page draft Environmental Impact
Report.

It costs a lot of money to operate and
maintain systems like this, and it would run over
our homes and public spaces. A system that isn"t
properly maintained will be noisy and unsafe and
fall 1nto disrepair, be graffitied over, and be a
visual blight.

Crowd control is a huge control. It"s
largely i1gnored or dismissed in this draft EIR.
People can die from crushing injuries and
stampedes. It"s a huge issue. You"re trying to
squeeze 40 people Into each cabin. After events,
a lot of people will be drunk. There®s very
little consideration for the impacts that will
have, the liabilities that will impose on the
city 1T i1t takes responsibility for this system.

I think you have to consider what

happened after the Elton John concert in the
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parking lot. People bumping Into each other in
crowded spaces, bumping Into cars, bumping.
That®"s a huge issue. A lot of fights start that
way, especially at Dodger Stadium.

And crowd control at the stations 1is
a big issue also. There"s very little
explanation for how the lines will be spread out.
We can®"t expect a magical ticketing systenm,
reservation system to spread people out evenly
over a two-hour period before and after games.
And how are people going to arrive on time for a
gondola reservation 1Tt they"re supposedly taking
transit to the gondola stations? And who will be
able to reserve these tickets anyway? Is this
going to be equitable or will VIPs and certain
members of clubs have early access to reserve
tickets? 1 think 1"ve used up my time, but can 1
keep going?

PARTICIPANT: Go ahead.

MS. P. LING: I think visual Impacts
are a big issue as well. You have these leaning

towers that don®"t look very stable or balanced.
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They don®"t have the sense of good Fung Shui. |
don®"t know iIf that®"s going to be addressed in the
final EIR. Seems that it would be important to
consider Fung Shui In Chinatown.

And then visual blight of advertising
all over the gondola cabins, stations, and
towers. This is going to be owned by a private
company. Are there any limits to what they can
advertise? Personally, 1 wouldn®t want to see
advertisements for liquor, alcohol, online
gambling, cannabis, campaign and political ads,
ads for authoritarian governments® propaganda, PR
during the Olympics constantly streaming over my
neighborhood. Those are just a few things.

And would we have any say as a
community as to what messages are constantly
being streamed over our neighborhood? The visual
impact is that this would turn our neighborhood
Into an advertising district and Disneyland type
of amusement park. 1t would cause destructive
driving, it would hurt seniors, pedestrians, and

cyclists. All right. Thank you.
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MS. KING: Thank you. Appreciate it.

(Whereupon, the above-entitled matter
went off the record at 11:53 a.m. and resumed at
11:55 a.m.)

MS. KING: All right. Go right ahead.

MS. P. LING: Phyllis Ling. P-H-Y-L-
L-1-S, L-1-N-G.

MS. KING: Oh, go right ahead.

MS. P. LING: Okay. So my comment 1is
that the parking study, 1 think we were told it
was not part of the Environmental Impact Report.
But 1t i1s being presented here on a board, and so
it"s a little bit confusing. Personally, 1 do
think it should be a part of the Environmental
Impact Report because it would -- people driving
to the gondola stations and parking in our
neighborhoods will have an impact on traffic flow
Iin our neighborhoods.

And the fact that 1t"s being presented
here but then not a part of the Environmental

Impact Report, to me, that®"s just very confusing.
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y
1 And i1t seems like 1t sets 1t up as where iIt"s,
2 the parking study doesn®t need to be as thorough
3 or doesn"t need to meet a certain standard as a
4 separate study outside of the Environmental ;ﬁ247
5 Impact Report.
6 It"s just very confusing as to the
7 status of that. And I think i1t should be
8 officially included in the final report. And I
9 think there should be additional public review
10 and extended review time when the final EIR 1is PH24.8
11 released. Thank you.
12 MS. KING: Thank you.
13 (Whereupon, the above-entitled matter
14 went off the record at 11:57 a.m. and resumed at
CONTINUED 15 12:02 p.m.)
Comment - PH13
16 MS. KING: And we"re recording.
17 MR. CHIN: By name is Bill Chin. B-I-
18 L-L, C-H-1-N. 1I°ve lived here for over 54 years
19 in Chinatown. And I*m against the gondola PH13.17
20 because i1t seems like a repeat of the Gold Line
21 with stations and Gold Line at Union Station and
22 in Chinatown. But I do like to have a couple of
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the benefits, which i1s a pedestrian bridge from
Broadway into the historical park and to maybe
see more trees along where the Chinatown Gold
Line is located.

But 1 wanted to say that, when I"m
traveling on Alpine and going eastward toward the
post office, | see that the Gold Line has three
towers that are very thick. And it"s daunting
that there®s no trees all around those towers,
very grey, massive, concrete towers. And even
though these towers may be just as thick and not
as closely sequenced, they should also have very
well-maintained vegetation, if not because there
are towers. It is because those places where
those towers are, they should be landscaped with
even more vegetation and without the gondola.
Thank you.

MS. KING: Thank you.

(Whereupon, the above-entitled matter
went off the record at 12:04 p.m. and resumed at
12:10 p.m.)

MS. KING: Just go ahead and state
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your name one more time.

MR. CHIN: Yes. My name is Bill Chin.

MS. KING: Okay.-

MR. CHIN: B-1-L-L, C-H-I1-N.

MS. KING: And go right ahead, please.

MR. CHIN: 1"m still concerned that
information on the board is so very vague. When
I ask questions about the parking study, it
wasn®"t articulated what day of the week and
whether 1t was a weekend. It was just said that
It was game day. And game day could fall on
weekends as easy as i1t does on weekdays.

Especially on weekends, where
Chinatown i1s highly, highly, highly tourist, and
people from adjacent neighborhoods always come

back to Chinatown to buy bags of rice or bring

family members or even tourists. And they really

occupy a lot of their private, as well as street
parking, iIn the parking lot from very early
morning all the way to the evening time on
weekends throughout the year, especially during

the summer months during game season as well.
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So this is very vague because you
don"t read 1t on the board. You don"t see it on
the writing. You hear it only if you ask
questions. But you don®"t get to experience it at
a glance. And so you assume that the experts are
telling the truth about how many parking spaces
that are available.

But 1f you come on a weekend, i1t is
not true. All the parking lots are filled, paid
parking lots. And all the streets, you have to
like double-park to wait for somebody to leave
before you find parking. Thank you.

MS. KING: Okay. Thank you.

(Whereupon, the above-entitled matter
went off the record at 12:12 p.m. and resumed at
12:15 p.m.)

MS. KING: Ready when you are. Just
state your name one more time.

MR. CHIN: My name is Bill Chin. B-I-
L-L, C-H-1-N. I had a comment about LA Art,
whether 1t"s McCourt or whether i1t"s a nonprofit.

It seems the nonprofit, 1 have no confidence that
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they will be around after a gondola project like
this 1s built, that they would be able to sustain
the maintenance and the ongoing operating
expenses for an endeavor like This throughout the
year .

Whoever was chosen may be certified
with nonprofit with the state, but | don"t see
that they have any resources that could manage
with the operating expenses of a project like
this and the amount of experience that they have.
Thank you.

MS. KING: Thank you.

(Whereupon, the above-entitled matter
went off the record at 12:16 p.m. and resumed at
12:17 p.m.)

MS. KING: Recording.

MR. CHIN: My name is Bill Chin. B-I-
L-L, C-H-1-N. 1I"ve seen and read parts of the
EIR, so I understand the different heights of the
tower, but they don"t delineate where the heights
are at every hundred feet or interval. It just

IS a very vague, saying that there®s average
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height and maximum height. But they don"t
demarcate where they"re located.

But being vague like that still
doesn®"t stop me from asking iIf you are able to
calculate the height of the towers and where the
cables need to be. 1 would like to see
statistics on how deep each of the seven towers
are iIn terms of footing and how deep they go into
the ground and whether there®s been any
preliminary soil report to determine at what
height those footings should be. Thank you.

MS. KING: Thank you. Appreciate you.

(Whereupon, the above-entitled matter

went off the record at 12:18 p.m.)
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P-R-O0-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S
Jessica: Okay.

All right. We’ll go ahead and get started. So I’'d
like to welcome you to this public hearing for the Los
Angeles Aerial Rapid Transit Project Draft Environmental
Impact Report. This project is proposed by Los Angeles
Aerial Rapid Transit Technologies LLC. And thank you for
taking time out of your day to participate in this meeting.
I'm going to say a few words about language accommodations
during the meeting, and as I do so, I just wanted to give
you all a heads up that even if you’re listening to the
meeting in English, you’re going to want to select English

as I go through these instructions.

So let’s see here. I'm going to provide this
information in English, and then I’11 ask our Spanish,
Cantonese and Mandarin interpreters to repeat it. So you’re
going to want to click on the interpretation button in your
Zoom screen. This button is typically at the bottom of your
screen, but the location will depend on the device you’re
using. And when I get through, the instructions will go

ahead and enable that so you can find it.

And you’re going to want to either click English
if you’re listening in English or Spanish, Cantonese or
Mandarin. Then you’ll want to, you’re also welcome to
download a translated version of the presentation at
metro.net/aerialrapidtransit to follow along in the
language of your choice. And we’ve got that URL in the chat
for you. And on the next slide, I’11 show you exactly where

to access the translated PowerPoint.
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And I will now ask the Spanish interpreter to

repeat these instructions.
Spanish Interpreter: [Spanish]
Spanish Interpreter: [Spanish]

Jessica: Thank you. I’11 now ask the Cantonese

interpreter to repeat the instructions.
Cantonese Interpreter: [Cantonese]

Cantonese Interpreter: [Cantonese]

Cantonese Interpreter: [Cantonese]
Cantonese Interpreter: [Cantonese]
Cantonese Interpreter: [Cantonese]
Cantonese Interpreter: [Cantonese]

Jessica: Great. Thank you. And finally, I'11 ask

the Mandarin interpreter to repeat these instructions.
Mandarin Interpreter: [Mandarin]
Mandarin Interpreter: [Mandarin]

Jessica: Great. Thank you very much. Okay. So
we’ll now enable the audio interpretation feature so that
you can access it. So you’ll want to look for the
interpretation globe and you’re going to click on it and
select your language. I see a few people joined a little
bit after the hour, so I do want to reiterate that if
you’ re listening to the meeting in English, you’ll want to
click on the globe and click English so that you can hear
any comments that might come through that get interpreted
back into English.
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So everyone should select the language. And we're
also going to activate the recording for the meeting. So
you may hear a slight break in audio as we activate that
recording. And finally, I do want to note that if you’re
calling in via the phone, the interpretation feature,
unfortunately, 1s not available in Zoom for phone-only
participants. So you’ll want to please log in to Zoom to

access interpretation if you can.

Okay. So I’1l1l just make sure that we got the
recording enabled and we’ll move forward. And I see one
note came in from someone that wasn’t able to find the
global marker on their Zoom screen. So I'm going to have my
team reach out to you and see if they can help you find it.
Okay, so this is a quick screenshot of where you can find
the presentations in all four languages at metro.net/aerial

rapid transit.

And we’ll put the links in the chat for you as
well. All right. Now that we have the interpretation
enabled, I’d like to welcome everyone to tonight’s meeting.
And I know that we have some representatives from Janice
Hahn’s office and the supervisor herself wanted to welcome
you all and appreciate you participating in the meeting

tonight. And with that, we’ll go through the agenda.

Item number one is the purpose of the meeting.
Item number two is how to participate in this wvirtual
meeting. Item number three is a general overview and
introduction. And item number four is a sequel process
overview. Then we’ll move into the overview of the L.A.
A.R.T. project and then an orientation to the draft EIR,

Key analyses and conclusions and finally a public comment
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session and we’ll provide more information about how to
participate in the public comment session later in the

meeting.

The meeting is scheduled to conclude around
7 p.m. And finally, if you need assistance with Zoom,
please use the chat function or you can see up on the
screen you can email mary.nooristani@aecom.com or call
6192519180 and we’ll put that information in the chat for
you. And I think there might have been one or two people
that were reaching out about the interpretation so we’ll

have the team get in touch with you.

All right. So the purpose of this meeting is to
inform the public about the draft Environmental Impact
Report, key analyses and conclusions and to accept public
comment on the draft EIR. And today’s meeting is one of
three public hearings being held during the draft EIR
public review period. At today’s meeting, you will have an
opportunity to learn about the draft EIR, key analyses and
conclusions, as I said, and you’ll have an opportunity to
provide public comment. Since the focus of the meeting is
to provide an opportunity for verbal public comment, there

won’t be Q&A today.

And I want to note that during tonight’s public
comment session, we’ll be taking verbal public comment, and
communications typed into the Zoom chat will not be
considered a formal public comment. But on the next slide,
I'm going to look at all of the additional opportunities
that there are to provide official public comment through

January 17th, 2023.
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So let’s take a look at the ways that you can
comment on the draft EIR through January 17th. Our third
public hearing will be held at Cathedral High School on
Thursday, January 12th, from 5 to 7 p.m. And you can also
comment via email, regular mail and phone, and we’ll put
that information in the chat for you. The phone number for
providing official public comment through January 17th is

2139226913.

Okay. So how to participate in this meeting. When
we get to the public comment session, you can raise your
hand icon in Zoom by clicking on the hand icon or dialing
star nine if you’re calling in via phone. And you’ll be
called on to unmute yourself and provide public comment. A
few notes about today’s meeting. I wanted to reiterate that
the last four meetings that were held in October, we had an

opportunity for questions and answers.

However, today, because we will be focusing on
public comment, there won’t be any Q&A, it will be all
public comment. And with that, I would now like to
introduce Cory Zelmer, Deputy Executive, excuse me,

Executive Officer with L.A. Metro.

Cory Zelmer: Thank you, Jessica. Good evening,
everyone. I will start with a brief overview of the roles
and responsibilities for [both] project and as Jessica
already mentioned, the Los Angeles Area Rapid Transit
Project is proposed by L.A. Aerial Rapid Transit
Technologies LLC. Metro’s role in the project is to serve
as the lead agency for the preparation of an Environmental
Impact Report, EIR are under the California Environmental

Quality Act, or CEQA, for the draft.
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The EIR, which is out now for review, evaluated
the potential environmental effects associated with both
the construction and operation of the proposed project. As
the lead agency, Metro has the responsibility to ensure
that the EIR adequately assesses the potential project
impacts of the proposed project, that the proposed
mitigation measures to address the project impacts are
appropriate and the CEQA process has been complied with for
all public noticing, public outreach and the distribution

of documents.

And as Jessica mentioned, we’re currently
accepting public comments on the draft, the EIR for CEQA,
and she also went through a few of the ways you can provide
comments, the public hearings that we’re having tonight, in
January by email, by mail, and also by phone, and we
encourage you to make comments at any time that’s
convenient for you and to make comments as many times as

you like up until the of the commentary.

Also as part of this project, we are utilizing
Senate bill 44, which contains the CEQA process and was
adopted last year to streamline judicial review for what
are called environmental leadership transit projects in Los

Angeles County.

Jessica: Cory, I'm going to ask that you speak up
a little bit. It looks like we’ve got a couple of comments

that came in that folks are having trouble hearing you.
Cory Zelmer: Sure.

Jessica: Thanks very much.
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Cory Zelmer: The proposed project would be the
first in environmental leadership transit project under
Senate Bill 44. As part of SB 44, there are several
requirements related to two public meetings. The first
requirement is to hold at least one informational workshop
within the first ten calendar days of the public comment
period to inform the public about the draft EIR, analyses

and conclusions.

Cory Zelmer: The second requirement is to hold at
least one public hearing within the last ten calendar days
of the public comment period to obtain public testimony and
comments on the draft EIR. Now transitioning to an overview

of the CEQA process itself.

Jessica: Really quickly, Cory, I just want to
interject. There were a couple of people that were saying
they were having trouble hearing, so I wanted to provide a
reminder that you’re going to want to click on the globe
icon at the, usually at the bottom of your screen and
select whatever language you are listening to the meeting
in. So if you’re listening in English, you need to select

English to preserve that audio for you.

Please go ahead. Cory. Sorry about the

interruption.
Cory Zelmer: That’s okay. So for CEQA.

CEQA is required for all projects undertaking

funded or requiring approval by a public agency.

The process is intended to inform the public and
decision-makers about the proposed project, to disclose any

potential environmental impacts that may result from a




1A

R O W 0 J o U

e

13
14
15
16
17
18
19

20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

proposed project and to provide multiple opportunities for

the public to comment on environmental issues.

Typically with the CEQA process, there are two

public comment periods.

The first is a scoping period which happens at
the beginning of the CEQA process, and the second is a
draft EIR public review period, which is what we’re in
currently. And also, as I mentioned, this project is
utilizing SB 44, which has certain requirements related to
the number and timing of public meetings during the draft

EIR public review period.

So here’s a timeline for the CEQA process and the
preparation of the environmental impact reports. In the
yellow box is where we are today. To the left of the yellow
box are the activities that we’ve completed to date and to
the right of the yellow box for activities we still have
yet to complete. Starting on the far left, we started the
CEQA process with what’s called a notice of preparation,

which was released in October of 2020.

The notice was intended to inform the public and
agencies about Metro’s intent to prepare an environmental
impact report. The notice also started what is referred to
as the public scoping period, which is the time allowed for
the public and agencies to provide comments about the
project and about the scope of the environmental impact
report itself. During the public scoping period, we held a
virtual open house from October 1lst to November 16th, 2020,
and a virtual scoping meeting on October 2274, Following the
public scoping period in June of 2021, we held a community

information session which was intended to inform the public

10
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about the project and any updates to the project since the

start of the CEQA process.

We held a second round of community information
sessions in October of this year where we informed the
public about the upcoming release of the draft EIR and then
as we mentioned, the EIR itself. The draft EIR was released
on October 17th, which initially began a 60-day public
review period, which we have since extended to 90 days, now
concluding on January 17, 2023. After this public review
period, the process includes preparing what’s called a

final environmental impact report.

In large part, it includes responses to all
comments received during this period with the completion of
the final EIR. We will then take it to the Metro Board for
certification and project approval soon after followed by
the filing of a notice of determination that the EIR
process is complete and the project was approved by the

lead agency.

In terms of the public meetings held during the
draft EIR public review period, we held two informational
workshops, both in October, which were intended to inform
the public about the key analyses and conclusions in the
draft EIR. We have also held one public hearing so far;
tonight is the second of the public hearings, and we have a
third and final public hearing scheduled for Tuesday,
January 12.

And again the [inaudible] for tonight the third
public hearing is to obtain public testimony from the
public about the draft EIR. And with that, I’1l1 turn it now

to David Grannis to provide a project description.

11
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David Grannis: Thank you very much, Cory. My name
is David Grannis and I'm a long-term transportation
consultant for the project. I'm going to go through the
project description. The project would provide the first
permanent transit connection to Dodger Stadium. The travel
time between Union Station and Dodger Stadium would be
approximately 7 minutes for the 1.2-mile gondola ride. Up
to 20% of fans could ride the gondola before and after each
Dodger game. In addition to games and events at the
stadium, the project would operate daily to serve existing

residents, workers, park users and visitors to Los Angeles.

The project is zero-emission, environmentally-
friendly rapid transit that would reduce greenhouse gas
emissions as a result of reduced vehicle trips in and
around Dodger Stadium and on neighborhoods, streets,
arterial roadways and freeways. The graphic on this slide
shows the project location and alignment. The project would
commence adjacent to Union Station and E1 Pueblo and
terminate at Dodger Stadium with an intermediate station at
the southernmost entrance to the Los Angeles State Historic

Park.

The project would connect surrounding communities
of Chinatown Mission Junction, the Legion Park, Echo Park
and Solano Canyon, as well as the Los Angeles State
Historic Park to the regional transit system at Union
Station. This slide shows several modern aerial transit
systems which are feasible modes of urban transit operating
in numerous cities around the world. Established
[inaudible] transit systems worldwide, such as La Paz,
Bolivia; Mexico City, Mexico are being used as rapid

transit for urban populations that they serve.

12
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Similar to the systems used in Koblenz, Germany;
Phu Quoc, Vietnam and Toulouse, France, the proposed
project is a 3S gondola with cabins that carry
approximately 30 to 40 passengers and offer a smooth,
stable ride. As shown in the graphic on this slide. Pardon
me. A gondola system includes passenger stations, a non-
passenger junction, towers to support the aerial cables
that carried the gondola cabins. The 3S system includes
three cables. That’s two track ropes for stability, to hold
the cabins, and a third [haul] rope to circulate the

cabins.

Cabins detach from the continuously circulating
[haul] rope and slow down upon entering a station for
passenger exit and entry. Then they re-attach to the [haul]
rope. The cabins allow for sitting or standing. They’re
fully [ADA] accessible and provide room for baby strollers
and bicycles. As to purpose and need, the project will be a
first last mile connection between the regional transit
system at Union Station and Dodger Stadium [at] Legion
Park, which draws large regional crowds approximately 100

days per year.

The vast majority of visitors to Dodger Stadium
drive their personal vehicles, creating congestion and
associated emissions throughout the surrounding
communities, which are identified as being in the 90th to
100th percentile of communities disproportionately burdened
by multiple sources of pollution in the state. The Draft
EIR identifies numerous project objectives, including
reducing transportation-related pollution and greenhouse
gas emissions as a result of reduced vehicle congestion,

providing a sustainable form of transit with the use of

13
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zero emission electricity and battery storage backup,
enhancing safety in the neighborhoods around Dodger
Stadium, identifying comparable, affordable and accessible
fare opportunities, attracting new riders to the metro

system.

The project alignment maximizes alignment along
public rights of way and publicly owned property and
minimizes aerial rights over private properties, taking
into account existing and future adjacent land uses. The
graphic on this slide shows the alignment primarily over
public right of way and publicly owned property in teal. A
national standard for roadways governing California by Cal
OSHA regulates vertical and horizontal clearances between
the roadway and cabins, the elements such as vehicles,

pedestrians, vegetation, buildings and other structures.

The project’s design goal is to develop a common
architectural design that unifies the overall aerial
gondola system, while allowing for each component to
contribute to the respective localized urban conditions and
conform with the surrounding urban environment. Of equal
importance is the desire to minimize the perceived scale
and mass of the stations, non-passenger junction and

towers.

This slide shows the Alameda Station, which will
be over Alameda Street adjacent to the planned Los Angeles
Union Station forecourt and [inaudible]. The station
stairs, elevators and escalators would be introduced on the
west to the north of the [inaudible] in a proposed new
pedestrian plaza at El1 Pueblo and on the east from the

planned forecourt at Union Station.

14
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The Alameda Tower will be located on the Alameda
Triangle, a city right of way between Alameda Street, North
Main Street, and Alhambra Avenue. The project includes
landscape and hardscape updates to the Alameda Triangle,
including reuse and irrigation of existing pavers. In part
the integration of existing pavers. The Alpine Tower will
be located at the northeast corner of Alameda Street and
Alpine Street, adjacent to the elevated metro L or Gold

mine.

This site is a city-owned parcel currently being
used as non-public parking storage for city vehicles. The
Chinatown State Park Station will be located adjacent to
Spring Street in the southernmost portion of the Los
Angeles State Historic Park. The southern portion is
located on city right of way, and the northern portion is

integrated into the southern boundary of the park.

The project would integrate the park’s granite
pavers. Station amenities include a mobility hub where
passengers would be able to access a suite of first and
last-mile multi-modal options such as a bike share program,
as well as pedestrian improvements, including hardscape and
landscape improvements, shade structures and potential
seating. The project also proposes park amenities,

including concessions and restrooms.

The Broadway Junction is a non-passenger junction
that would be located at the intersection of North Broadway
and Bishop’s Road. The junction will turn the alignment and
cabins up toward Dodger Stadium. Stadium Tower will be
located on Hillside private property north of Stadium Way

between the Dodger Stadium, downtown gate and State Route

15
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110 to carry the cabins over state Route 110 and to Dodger

Stadium.

The Dodger Stadium Station will be located at the
southeast portion of the Dodger Stadium property near the
downtown gate. Cabins at this station would arrive and
depart from an [inaudible] boarding platform. One Dodger
Stadium station would also include a pedestrian connection
to Dodger Stadium, including hardscape and landscape
improvements and potential seating. This station would
include a subterranean area below the platform for storage

and maintenance of cabins.

The project would provide a sustainable high
capacity, zero-emission aerial rapid transit option for
visitors to Dodger Stadium, while also providing access
between Dodger Stadium, the surrounding communities and the
regional transit system accessible at Union Station.
Gondola technology is quiet, and the project would reduce
vehicle miles traveled and congestion, leading to reduce

greenhouse gas emissions and improved air quality.

The Draft Environmental Impact Report includes
detailed construction assumptions and analysis, including
the timeline. Project construction is anticipated to take
approximately 25 months, working hours construction
equipment, the number of construction jobs, temporary lane
closures. The project would implement a construction
traffic management plan that would include detours and
ensure emergency access is maintained throughout all

construction activities. And thank you very much.
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With that, I’1ll turn it over to D.J. Allison with
AECOM, who will go through the draft EIR’s key analyses and

conclusions.

D.J. Allison: Thank you, David. My name is D.J.
Allison. I'm a member of the CEQA EIR team, and I’'m going
to be presenting on the CEQA draft analysis and conclusions
today. We’re going to be going, we’re now going to move
into the draft EIR, key analyses and conclusions. We want
to note that we have included quite a bit of detail. Can
you go back a few slides there? We have included quite a
bit of detail on these slides to be able to summarize the
key analyses and conclusions of the draft EIR. In the
interest of time, we’re not going to read through the full

content of each slide.

Instead, this portion of the PowerPoint will
provide a summary of the draft EIR’s analysis and
conclusions. For those who would like to review the content
of the PowerPoint in more detail, you may download it,
download the PowerPoint from Metro’s web page. I also
believe links to the PowerPoint have been put in the chat
of today’s meeting. All environmental resource topics, CEQA

guidelines Appendix G are addressed in the draft EIR.

Next slide. The esthetics analysis concludes that
the project would not significantly impact visual character
in its urban environment, significantly block scenic views,
including that of the downtown skyline from the Los Angeles
State Historic Park, or create a substantial source of
light or glare. Impacts to esthetics would be less than
significant. Agriculture and forestry. While the Dodger

Stadium property has agricultural zoning, the property does

17
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not contain agricultural uses and is subject to a
conditional use permit which allows for the operation of a
major league baseball stadium and ancillary structures and
uses including mass transportation service. Impacts to

agriculture and forestry would be less than significant.

The air quality analysis concludes that impacts
would be less than significant because 1) project
construction emissions would be less than significant,
would be less than the significance thresholds for
pollutants and emissions, and the project would result in a
net reduction in criteria pollutant emissions by reducing
vehicle miles traveled and thereby decreasing emissions

compared to existing conditions.

To minimize impacts off-road diesel powered and
construction equipment greater than 50 horsepower must meet
tier four emission standards for non-road diesel engines.
The biological resources analysis concludes that the
project area generally does not 1) provide a habitat for
special status species or 2) contain riparian habitat or
other sensitive natural communities or protected wetlands,
or 3) serve as a regional wildlife corridor. The project
would implement pre-construction nesting surveys and
measures to avoid and minimize impacts to bats and nesting

birds during construction.

The project would replace removed trees pursuant
to the trees to the city’s native tree protection ordinance
and other applicable requirements. Finally, impacts to
biological resources would be less than significant, with
mitigation incorporated. The cultural resources analysis

included analysis of potential impacts to build historic
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resources within the area of potential impacts, which
includes Los Angeles Union Station Passenger Terminal and
Grounds, Los Angeles Plaza Historic District, Cathedral

High School and Arroyo Seco Parkway Historic District.

Potential impacts from ground disturbance to
archeological resources within the area of direct impacts,
including [inaudible] and Southern Pacific Railroad
Station. To minimize impacts to cultural resources, the
project would implement 1) project design features for pre
and post construction documentation and protection of the
winery and El [inaudible] mural, as well as protection of
the mural during construction and 2) vibration monitoring
and restrictions on force-adjustable ground compaction

devices during Alameda stations construction.

To minimize impacts archeological resources, the
project would implement 1) a cultural resources monitoring
and mitigation plan and archeological resources worker
implementation program, 2) a pre-construction archeological
testing plan for the Alameda Station and Chinatown State
Park Station and 3) potentially redesign of the Los Angeles
State Park amenities to avoid archeological resources.
Impacts to cultural resources would be less than
significant, with mitigation incorporated. The energy
analysis concludes that impacts would be less than
significant because 1) temporary energy consumption
associated with the project construction would allow for a
long-term reduction in energy consumption associated with

project operations.

And 2) the project would reduce vehicle miles

traveled and increase the number of people using public
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transit, resulting in decreased use of fossil fuels.
Geology and soils analyzed seismic hazards, unstable
geology and expansive soils. This section also analyzed the
potential for project construction to destroy unique
paleontological resources. With implementation of a site-
specific final geotechnical report, impacts to geology and

soils would be less than significant with mitigation.

The northern portion of the project has the
potential to encounter paleontological resources. However,
impacts would be mitigated to less than significant with
compliance with a paleontological resources monitoring and
mitigation plan. The greenhouse gas analysis concludes that
impacts would be less than significant. The project would
not result in an incremental contribution of greenhouse gas
emissions and would reduce greenhouse gas emissions

compared to existing conditions.

The lifetime emissions of the project would
result in a reduction of approximately 166,000 metric tons
of greenhouse gases. Hazards and hazardous materials. The
hazards analysis assessed project activities to determine
their potential impact on creating conditions hazardous to
the public or the environment during construction and
operation of the project. With implementation of a soil and
groundwater management plan, which would specify methods
for handling and disposal of hazardous materials in the
event that contaminated groundwater or soil are encountered
during construction impacts would be less than significant

with mitigation.

Construction of the project would not

substantially impair or physically interfere with an

20
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adopted emergency response plan or emergency evacuation
plan. Finally, the operation of the project would not
affect emergency response. The hydrology and water quality
analysis concludes that, 1) the project would comply with
all applicable water quality protection laws and
regulations and water quality control and sustainable
groundwater management plans, and 2) the project would
incorporate best management practices and implement low-

impact development plans.

Impacts to hydrology and water quality would be
less than significant. The land use and planning analysis
concludes that through temporary closures during
[inaudible] temporary closures during construction would
disrupt vehicular pedestrian and bicycle access. There
would be a variety of options available for connections and
access within the project area that would prevent closures

from physically dividing established communities.

The project would enhance community connectivity
by providing first and last-mile transit and pedestrian
access enhancements. The project is consistent with
policies, regulations, goals and objectives of all
applicable plans, codes and ordinances. State Parks
considers there to be an inconsistency between the project
in the Los Angeles State Historic Park general plan and
therefore a potentially significant impact because the
general plan does not identify transit as a use for the

park.

With the implementation of mitigation measure
LUP-A which would require the project to obtain a general

plan amendment, impacts would be less than significant. The
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project would have no impacts to mineral resources. Noise
and Vibration. The noise analysis concludes that the
project’s significant and unavoidable on-site construction
noise impacts would be a function of the noise generated by
construction equipment, the location of the equipment, the
timing and duration of the noise generated in construction
activities and the relative distance to noise sensitive

receptors.

Noise from offsite construction-related traffic
would be less than significant, and noise from project
operations would be lessened. The vibration analysis
concluded that vibration generated from on-site
construction activity would have significant and
unavoidable human annoyance impacts. Potential building
damage impacts during construction would be less than
significant with mitigation and vibration generated from

project operations would be less than significant.

The project will implement a construction noise
management plan, including noise barriers, equipment
maintenance and community outreach, including a noise
disturbance coordinator with placement of vibration
monitoring equipment for the Avalon Adobe, the 1970s
edition, the [inaudible] mural and the winery, as well as
restrictions on the use of force adjustable ground
compaction devices during construction of the [Alameda]
Station. Potential building damage would be less than

significant.

The population and housing analysis concludes
that impacts could be less than significant because, as a

first and last-mile transit connection to Dodger Stadium,
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the project would not induce substantial population growth
either directly or indirectly, and the project would not
displace existing people or housing. The public services
analysis concludes that while project construction and
operation would create an increased demand for emergency
services, the project would not create an additional demand
that would result in the need to add any new or physically

alter any existing public facilities.

The Los Angeles Fire Department and the Los
Angeles Police Department would have adequate access during
project construction. The project does not include housing,
so would not increase demand for school services or other
public facilities. With the implementation of the Traffic
Construction Traffic Management Plan, impacts related to
emergency access would be less than significant, with

mitigation incorporated.

The Parks and Recreation Analysis studied the
potential to impact parks during construction and
operation, including Los Angeles Plaza Park, and
[inaudible], Los Angeles State Historic Park and Elysian
Park. The project would not increase the demand for parks,
such that substantial deterioration of parks would occur or
be accelerated. Impacts to parks and recreation would be

less than significant.

The transportation analysis utilized both the
CEQA guidelines and the city’s transportation assessment
guidelines. The analysis of vehicle miles traveled for the
project employed a variety of data, methodologies and
models in order to estimate project ridership, vehicle

trips reduced vehicle trip length, and ultimately the
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vehicle miles traveled. Benefit of the proposed project
Ridership estimates are provided for Dodger Stadium game
and event attendees, employees, tourists, neighborhood
riders and Los Angeles [inaudible] for park visitors and

event attendees.

The lifetime vehicle miles traveled reduction for
the project would be approximately 130 million miles
traveled. The project would have no impacts to vehicle
miles traveled. The project would have less than
significant transportation impacts during construction,
with implementation of a city-approved 1) construction
traffic management plan, including street closure
information, detour plans, [inaudible], and 2) a temporary
disaster route plan, which would include street closure
information and detour plans in order to facilitate the

movement of emergency vehicles.

The project would implement visibility
enhancements at the Alameda Tower and Chinatown State Park
Station to reduce potentially unsafe physical conditions to

less than significant with mitigation.

Tribal Cultural Resources. The draft EIR analyzes
potential substantial adverse changes to significant tribal
or cultural resources. Metro consulted with eight
California Native American tribes pursuant to Assembly Bill
52. During construction of the Alameda Station, the project
will 1) implement a cultural resources monitoring and
mitigation program and archeological testing plan for the
planned Los Angeles Union Station forecourt and 2) retain a

Native American monitor to monitor ground disturbing
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construction activities at the location of the Alameda

Station.

Impacts to tribal resources are less than

significant with mitigation.

The utilities analysis concludes that
construction of the project would require relocation of
existing utilities, which would be coordinated with utility
providers and conducted in compliance with the applicable
codes and regulations. Existing utilities would be
sufficient for project operations. To minimize the
potential interference with existing utilities associated
with utility relocations, the project would implement a
utility relocation plan. Impacts to utilities and service

systems would be less than significant with mitigation.

Wildfire. The portion of the alignment containing
the Broadway Junction Stadium Tower and Dodger Stadium
Station are classified as being within a very high fire
hazard severity zone. The wildfire analysis concludes that
construction and operation of the project would not inhibit
access to identify disaster routes and would not
substantially impair implementation of an emergency
response or evacuation plan. The project would adhere to
applicable codes and regulations and best construction

practices and would not exacerbate existing wildfire risks.

Implementation of project design features,
including a fire protection plan and a fuel modification
zone surrounding the stadium tower construction site would
further reduce these risks. Impacts to wildfire would be
less than significant. Alternatives. The draft EIR includes

analysis of three alternatives. First, the no project
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alternative. Second, the Spring Street alignment
alternative. And third, the transportation systems
management alternative, which is an enhanced Union Station,

Dodger Stadium express service.

The no project alternative and the transportation
systems management alternative would not improve
connectivity for the surrounding communities or provide the
same reduction of vehicle miles traveled, greenhouse gas
emissions or improved air quality as the proposed project.
The transportation systems management alternative would be
considered the environmentally superior alternative because
it would not result in a [inaudible] determination of a
significant and unavoidable impact and would result in the

fewest environmental impacts overall.

However, the transportation systems management
alternative’s impact would be greater for air quality
energy, greenhouse gases, hydrology and water quality and
transportation. But the transportation systems management
alternative would not meet the majority of the project’s
objectives. The draft EIR includes analysis of Los Angeles
State Historic Park usage. Due to the location of the
proposed project alignment, which traverses over the
western edge of the park adjacent to the metro [L] line and
pedestrian pathway, the project does not significantly

reduce the safe high-flying area within the park.

Due to the location of the proposed project
alignment, which crosses over a portion of the park not
typically used for screens and stages and because events

can take place under the majority of the project alignment,
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the project does not significantly reduce the event space

available within the park.

The draft EIR includes an airspace evaluation of
heliports in the project vicinity, which concludes that the
project will be clear of the airspace associated with the
existing heliports and will not result in impacts to
heliports in the project’s wvicinity. Design Option A The
draft EIR includes analysis of project variations as design
use options, which are included in response to stakeholder

feedback.

Design Option A shifts the alignment between the
Broadway Junction and Dodger Stadium Station to avoid the
area rights over 451 East Savoy Street. This design option
would result in additional utility relocations and
construction durations. Design Option B analyzes the
potential for a single tower along Alameda Street, which
results in the removal of the Alpine Tower and a 50-foot

overall height increase at the Alameda Tower.

The tall Alameda Tower has potential technical
constraints and would potentially result in the need for
additional private aerial rights. Design Option C analyzes
a taller Chinatown State Park Station, which would result
in additional construction activities and has the potential
to reduce the passenger experience. Use Option D
substitutes a non-passenger junction for the proposed
Chinatown Park Station. This use option would have the same
height, location, width, length and architectural finish as
the project, but would not enhance community connectivity
to the park, Chinatown and the Mission Junction

Neighborhood.
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Finally, Design and Use Option E analyzes the
[inaudible] Americans with Disabilities Act accessible
pedestrian and bicycle bridge that would provide safe
access between the Chinatown, Savoy and Solano Canyon
communities in the park. I'm now going to turn it over to
Michael Kennedy to provide an overview of the project’s

[parking site].

Michael Kennedy: Thank you. Thanks. Good evening.
I'm Michael Kennedy with [inaudible]. I'm going to share
the key findings of the project’s parking study. Parking
analysis is not required for the EIR but was of key
interest to Metro, the city and the community. Metro
conducted a peer review of the study and it has been
available on Metro’s website for review. While our
ridership modeling and data indicate that most riders will
take transit to get to the project as Dodger Stadium
Express riders do today, some riders will choose to drive

and park.

The parking study counted all publicly available
spaces in parking lots and garages and all on-street spaces
within a half-mile walking distance of the Alameda and
Chinatown State Park Stations. Nearly 10,300 parking spaces
were counted. Next slide, please. Of those 10,300 spaces,
nearly 6,900 of them are in publicly available off-street

lots and garages.

On the Dodger game day when the study was
conducted, Dodger Stadium had a paid attendance of over
48,000, which is higher than the 2019 season average for
weekday evenings. The study found that a bit less than

2,200 vehicles were parked and over 4,700 spaces were
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vacant in those off-street lots and garages. Since the
study was conducted during the COVID-19 pandemic, we used
historic data to develop an adjustment factor that we
reviewed with Metro and L.A. DOT to estimate pre-pandemic

conditions.

Based on the peer-reviewed ridership forecasting
model and data for the projects, we forecast between 307
and 790 vehicles are expected to park around project
stations on game days. With the addition of this peak
project-related demand, all of those vehicles can be
accommodated in off-street lobbies and garages, and there

would still be over 3,900 spaces remaining.

There’s plenty of off-street parking capacity,
even 1f future developments are constructed on some of
those parking lots. While the project will work to ensure
that as many people as reasonably possible take transit to
connect to the system, a parking management plan will be
finalized before project operation to ensure that riders
will park where they will be welcome and are discouraged

from parking where they are not.

Strategies such as business-to-business
partnerships to pre-sell bundle packages that include off-
street parking and patronage at a local restaurant are one
example strategy under consideration. Through the
preparation of the parking management plan, the project
team will work with L.A. duty to support the implementation
and expansion of on-street parking management strategies.
Example strategies include adjusting time limit and parking
meter hours during Dodger games to encourage riders,

discourage riders rather, from parking in the community.
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Thank you.

Jessica: We’re going to get ready to move into
the public comment session. As we do so, it looks like we
have some representatives from Mayor Karen Bass’ office,
the City of West Hollywood Supervisor Hahn’s office and
Supervisor Solis office, so wanted to convey that we
appreciate your participation in tonight’s meeting. As we
get started with the public comment session, I wanted to

review some housekeeping items.

So just as a reminder, for those of you that
might have joined late, you will need to click on the globe

icon and select your language of choice.

Laura Adelman: Sorry, folks, I think we’re having
a technical difficulty. Give us a moment. I think.. Sorry
about that. I may have to step in here for Jessica. Sorry
about that. I’'m Laura Adelman, also part of the project
team. Let me take over here, Jessica’s portion, and maybe
in just a moment she can come back in. So just to pick up

where she left off.

As a reminder, everyone does need to select a
language for this portion of the meeting. So that global
icon appears at the bottom of your screen. So even if
you’re listening in English, please do select English from
that icon. So the purpose of this session is to allow the
public an opportunity to comment on the draft EIR here. And
since we are focused on accepting public comments this

evening, we won’t be responding to questions.

Jessica, are you back with us?
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Jessica: I am back. Thank you, Laura, for jumping
in. I think I might have a little bit of an unstable

Internet connection. So thank you for filling in.

Laura Adelman: No problem. Just getting started

with those instructions. I’11 let you, I’11 let you pick

up .

Jessica: Okay, great. Thank you. So apologies,
everyone. So there will be a two-minute time limit for
comment, just as we had at the in-person hearing recently.
And we’ll ask you to stay and spell your first and last
name as you begin your comment. Once you have identified
yourself, we will start the two-minute clock and you can
provide your comment. If you’re using interpretation, the
interpreter will repeat your comment in English once you
conclude your comment and we will allow extra time for your

comment to be interpreted.

If you exceed your 2 minutes, we will interrupt
you and thank you for your comment and will encourage you
to provide any further comment at a future hearing. And
we’ll go over all that information again for you via email,
phone or via mail. And it’s important that we keep to the
two-minute time limit because we want to be fair and give
everyone who 1is providing comments in this meeting the same

amount of time.

We also want to take a moment to remind everyone
to be respectful of others and use appropriate language
when making comments. And very quickly, before we get
started, I just want to review on the next slide all of the

various ways that you can provide comment through January
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17th, 2023, so that you have that information. Tonight'’s

hearing is not your only opportunity to provide comment.

We have an additional public hearing coming up at
Cathedral High School on January 12th from 5 to 7 p.m. And
you can also provide comment via email, phone and mail. And
we’re putting that information in the chat for you as well.
All right. So with that, we’re going to go ahead and move

into the public comment session.

We’1ll ask that you please raise your hand if you
would like to provide a verbal public comment. Okay. Looks
like we’ve got some hands raised, so I’"1ll go ahead and call
on you and you can unmute yourself and provide your

comment. We’ll start with Katherine Christman, please.
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Katherine Christman: Hello, can you hear me? Yes.
Jessica: Yes.

Katherine Christman: Hi, I’m Katherine Christman
from West Los Angeles. I'm a 3l-year-old entrepreneur from
our city with Parkway [inaudible]. I’'m also a proud board
member on the National Association of Woman Business Owners
[inaudible], currently serving in the VP role. I am in full
support of this project for a variety of reasons, but to
keep it short, the most pressing and urgent to me is the
air quality for the beautiful community surrounding the

stadium.

[inaudible] deserves a better scenario than
they’re currently enduring. I also love the opportunity for
Dodger Stadium to become more accessible and available from
other Southern California [inaudible] from Union Station.

And so I think it’s a beautiful project. I'm very proud of
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the [inaudible] and I'm in full support of it, as is our

2 | Association of Women Business Own