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Lead agencies may include 15 hardcopies of this document when submitting electronic copies of Environmental Impact
Reports, Negative Declarations, Mitigated Negative Declarations, or Notices of Preparation to the State Clearinghouse
(SCH). The SCH also accepts other summaries, such as EIR Executive Summaries prepared pursuant to CEQA Guidelines
Section 15123. Please include one copy of the Notice of Completion Form (NOC) with your submission and attach the
summary to each electronic copy of the document.
SCH #: 2020100179
Project Title: Ortega Park Master Plan Revised MND
Lead Agency: City of Santa Barbara
Contact Name: Stephanie Swanson
Email: sswanson@santabarbaraca.gov

Phone Number: (805) 564-5470 x4562

Project Location: SCH Summary Form attached
City

County

Project Description (Proposed actions, location, and/or consequences).
The project consists of the Ortega Park Master Plan, including demolition of existing facilities and construction of a new
swimming pool, wading pool, water slide, skate park, splash pad, sports courts, shade sails, sports field with synthetic
turf, ping pong tables, cornhole, and buildings for restrooms and maintenance. On-site improvements such as fencing,
parking, landscaping, dumpsters and related enclosures, and internal walkways are also proposed. Public art would
remain a part of the project, as documentation of all existing murals would occur prior to any on-site grading or
demolition. Five existing (5) murals are proposed for relocation on-site, three (3) existing murals would be re-created, and
four (4) of the existing murals would be reenvisioned. Additional blank space for new murals is also proposed. All new
murals would be consistent with a Mural Implementation Plan to ensure thematic consistency. Right-of-way
improvements including street parking, parking medians, and sidewalk installation are proposed. Front setback
modifications to allow parking within the front setbacks along both Ortega Street and Salsipuedes Street are required.
Planning Commission review of select amenities for consistency with the “Community Buildings” and “Sports Facilities”
park designations is required. The park is considered a Community Park (except the ballfields and related facilities), a
Sports Facility (for the ballfields and related facilities only), and a Community Building (the Welcome House and pool) per
City Council Resolution 17-074. The parcel is zoned P-R, with a General Plan designation of Parks and Open Space.
Identify the project’s significant or potentially significant effects and briefly describe any proposed mitigation measures that
would reduce or avoid that effect.
Biological Resources: The project involves removal of mature trees. Mitigation Measure BIO-1 requires that removal of
vegetation and trees avoid the bird nesting season, or that bird nest surveys be conducted prior to removal if tree
removal were to occur between Feb 15 and September 15. Impacts would be less than significant after mitigation.
Cultural Resources: A cluster of murals containing chicano themes and imagery exist within the park which the lead
agency, with consideration of public input, determined were a significant resource under CEQA. Five of the murals are
individually significant. The project includes Mitigation Measures CR-1 through CR-4 which would result in a Mural
Implementation Plan, relocation of the 5 significant murals, recreation of 3 murals, and re-envisioning of 4 murals.
Impacts would be less than significant after mitigation.
Hazardous Materials: The project site contains contaminated soils as the site was used a municipal waste dump from
approximately 1902 – 1927, until it was redeveloped as a City park. Mitigation measure HAZ-1 requires implementation
of a Soil Management Plan. Impacts are anticipated to be less than significant with mitigation.
Noise: The project would include construction next to a school and residences. Mitigation Measures N-1, N-2, N-3, would
ensure noise impacts to sensitive receptors would be minimized and would reduce impacts to less than significant.
Water Quality: The project site contains groundwater contamination and the project may encounter groundwater during
construction activities including excavation for the aquatics facility. Implementation of Mitigation Measure HAZ-1, Soils
Management Plan, would ensure proper disposal of potentially contaminated groundwater.
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If applicable, describe any of the project’s areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

A DMND was previously circulated for this project from October 9, 2020 to November 8, 2020. The applicant (City of
Santa Barbara, Parks Division) received community input that existing murals on-site should be further analyzed for
cultural significance. The Parks Division conducted additional community outreach and modified the project description to
address concerns, and those changes have been incorporated into this Revised MND. A Mural Evaluation Report
completed to assess the significance of the murals and provided recommendations, in part, based on feedback from the
additional community outreach. The Historic Landmarks Commission approved the Mural Evaluation Report and received
public comment in supported of the treatment of murals in the Report. The Mural Evaluation Report serves as the bases
of analysis of cultural resources within the Revised MND.

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.
None

