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measures would be required. If an active nest is found, the bird species should be identified and a “no-
disturbance” buffer should be established around the active nest. The size of the “no-disturbance” buffer 
should be determined based on the judgement of the qualified biologist and level of activity and sensitivity 
of the species. It is further recommended that the qualified biologist periodically monitor any active nests 
to determine if project-related activities occurring outside the “no-disturbance” buffer disturb the birds and 
if the buffer should be increased. Once the young have fledged and left the nest, or the nest otherwise 
becomes inactive under natural conditions, project activities within the “no-disturbance” buffer may occur 
following an additional survey by the qualified biologist to search for any new nests in the restricted area. 

Please do not hesitate to contact me at (949) 330- 4115 or ryan.winkleman@mbakerintl.com should you 
have any questions or require further information regarding this report. 

Sincerely,  

Ryan Winkleman 
Senior Biologist 
Natural Resources and Regulatory Permitting 

Attachments: 

A. Project Figures 
B. Site Photographs 
C. Plant and Wildlife Species Observed List 
D. Potentially Occurring Special-Status Biological Resources 
E. References 
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Photograph 5: Standing in the western portion of the project site, facing northeast along the 

Canyon Loop Trail with disturbed California walnut groves in the background 
and the upland mustards and other ruderal forbs community in the foreground. 

 

 
Photograph 6: Standing in the central portion of the project site, facing southwest towards 

disturbed California sagebrush – black sage scrub. 
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Photograph 7: Standing in the central portion of the project site, facing west towards coast 

prickly pear scrub. 

 

 
Photograph 8: Standing in the southern portion of the project site, facing north overlooking 

coast prickly pear scrub and coast live oak woodland and forest, with upland 
mustards and other ruderal forbs in the foreground and background. 
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Table C-1: Plant and Wildlife Species Observed List 

Scientific Name* Common Name Cal-IPC 
Rating** Special-Status Rank*** 

Plants 

Acmispon glaber deerweed   
Adenostoma fasciculatum chamise   
Artemisia californica California sagebrush   
Avena fatua* wild oat   
Brassica nigra* black mustard Moderate  
Bromus diandrus* ripgut Moderate  

Carduus pycnocephalus* Italian thistle Moderate  
Carpobrotus edulis* iceplant High  
Centaurea melitensis* tocalote Moderate  
Cirsium occidentale cobweb thistle   
Claytonia perfoliata miner’s lettuce   
Croton setiger turkey-mullein   

Deinandra fasciculata clustered tarweed   
Dichelostemma capitatum blue dicks   
Diplacus aurantiacus sticky monkeyflower   
Dudleya lanceolata Southern California dudleya   
Elymus condensatus giant wild rye   
Encelia californica California encelia   

Eriodictyon crassifolium thick leaved yerba santa   
Eriogonum fasciculatum California buckwheat   
Erodium cicutarium* coastal heron’s bill Limited  
Euphorbia albomarginata rattlesnake sandmat   
Festuca perennis* Italian rye grass Moderate  
Galium aparine common bedstraw   

Heteromeles arbutifolia toyon   
Heterotheca grandiflora telegraph weed   
Hordeum murinum* farmer’s foxtail Moderate  
Juglans californica Southern California black walnut  4.2 
Lonicera subspicata southern honeysuckle   
Lysimachia arvensis* scarlet pimpernel   

Malosma laurina laurel sumac   
Marah macrocarpa wild cucumber   
Marrubium vulgare* horehound Limited  
Melilotus indicus* annual yellow sweetclover   
Nicotiana glauca* tree tobacco Moderate  
Opuntia littoralis coast prickly pear   

Pennisetum setaceum* fountaingrass Moderate  
Phacelia distans common phacelia   
Phacelia minor California bluebell   
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Table C-1: Plant and Wildlife Species Observed List 

Scientific Name* Common Name Cal-IPC 
Rating** Special-Status Rank*** 

Polypogon monspeliensis* rabbitsfoot grass Limited  

Quercus agrifolia coast live oak   
Quercus berberidfolia inland scrub oak   
Raphanus sativus* wild radish   
Rhus integrifolia lemonade berry   
Rumex crispus* curly dock Limited  
Salvia apiana white sage   

Salvia mellifera black sage   
Sambucus nigra black elderberry   
Silybum marianum* milk thistle Limited  
Sonchus asper* prickly sowthistle   
Taraxacum officinale* common dandelion   
Toxicodendron diversilobum poison oak   

Reptiles 
Aspidoscelis tigris stejnegeri coastal whiptail  SSC 
Coluber flagellum piceus red racer   
Sceloporus occidentalis longipes Great Basin fence lizard   
Uta stansburiana elegans western side-blotched lizard   
Birds 

Accipiter cooperii Cooper’s hawk  WL 
Aeronautes saxatalis white-throated swift   

Aimophila ruficeps canescens southern California rufous-
crowned sparrow  WL 

Aphelocoma californica California scrub jay   
Baeolophus inornatus oak titmouse   
Buteo jamaicensis red-tailed hawk   
Callipepla californica California quail   
Calypte anna Anna’s hummingbird   
Campylorhynchus brunneicapillus cactus wren   

Cardellina pusilla Wilson’s warbler   
Cathartes aura turkey vulture   
Chamaea fasciata wrentit   
Contopus sordidulus western wood-pewee   
Corvus brachyrhynchos American crow   
Corvus corax common raven   

Dryobates nuttallii Nuttall’s woodpecker   
Empidonax difficilis pacific-slope flycatcher   
Geococcyx californianus greater roadrunner   
Haemorhous mexicanus house finch   
Icterus bullockii Bullock’s oriole   
Icterus cucullatus hooded oriole   
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Table C-1: Plant and Wildlife Species Observed List 

Scientific Name* Common Name Cal-IPC 
Rating** Special-Status Rank*** 

Leiothlypis celata orange-crowned warbler   

Lonchura punctulata* scaly-breasted munia   
Mimus polyglottos northern mockingbird   
Melanerpes formicivorus acorn woodpecker   
Melospiza melodia song sparrow   
Melozone crissalis California towhee   
Molothrus ater brown-headed cowbird   

Myiarchus cinerascens ash-throated flycatcher   
Icterus bullockii Bullock’s oriole   
Patagioenas fasciata band-tailed pigeon   
Petrochelidon pyrrhonota cliff swallow   
Phainopepla nitens phainopepla   
Pheucticus melanocephalus black-headed grosbeak   

Picoides nuttallii Nuttall’s woodpecker   
Pipilo maculatus spotted towhee   
Piranga ludoviciana western tanager   
Polioptila caerulea blue-gray gnatcatcher   
Polioptila californica californica coastal California gnatcatcher  FT/SSC 
Psaltriparus minimus bushtit   

Sayornis nigricans black phoebe   
Sayornis saya Say’s phoebe   
Selasphorus sasin/rufus Allen’s/rufous hummingbird   
Selasphorus sasin Allen’s hummingbird   
Sitta carolinensis white-breasted nuthatch   
Spinus lawrencei Lawrence’s goldfinch   

Spinus psaltria lesser goldfinch   
Spizella atrogularis black-chinned sparrow   
Stelgidopteryx serripennis northern rough-winged swallow   
Thryomanes bewickii Bewick’s wren   
Toxostoma redivivum California thrasher   
Troglodytes aedon house wren   

Turdus migratorius American robin   
Tyrannus verticalis western kingbird   
Tyrannus vociferans Cassin’s kingbird   
Vireo gilvus warbling vireo   
Vireo huttoni Hutton’s vireo   
Zenaida macroura mourning dove   

Mammals 
Neotoma sp. woodrat   
Odocoileus hemionus mule deer   
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Table C-1: Plant and Wildlife Species Observed List 

Scientific Name* Common Name Cal-IPC 
Rating** Special-Status Rank*** 

Otospermophilus beecheyi California ground squirrel   

Sciurus niger eastern fox squirrel   
Sylvilagus audubonii desert cottontail   

* Non-native species 

** California Invasive Plant Council (Cal-IPC) Ratings 

High These species have severe ecological impacts on physical processes, plant and animal communities, and 
vegetation structure. Their reproductive biology and other attributes are conducive to moderate to high rates of 
dispersal and establishment. Most are widely distributed ecologically. 

Moderate These species have substantial and apparent—but generally not severe—ecological impacts on physical 
processes, plant and animal communities, and vegetation structure. Their reproductive biology and other 
attributes are conducive to moderate to high rates of dispersal, though establishment is generally dependent 
upon ecological disturbance. Ecological amplitude and distribution may range from limited to widespread. 

Limited These species are invasive, but their ecological impacts are minor on a statewide level or there was not enough 
information to justify a higher score. Their reproductive biology and other attributes result in low to moderate 
rates of invasiveness. Ecological amplitude and distribution are generally limited, but these species may be 
locally persistent and problematic. 

*** Special-Status Rank 

FT Federally Threatened 

SSC Species of Special Concern – any species, subspecies, or distinct population of fish, amphibian, reptile, bird, 
or mammal native to California that currently satisfies one or more of the following criteria: 

- is extirpated from California or, in the case of birds, in its primary seasonal or breeding role; 
- is listed as Federally-, but not State-, threatened or endangered; meets the State definition of 

threatened or endangered but has not formally been listed. 
- is experiencing, or formerly experienced, serious (noncyclical) population declines or range 

retractions (not reversed) that, if continued or resumed, could qualify it for State threatened or 
endangered status; or 

- has naturally small populations exhibiting high susceptibility to risk from any factor(s), that if 
realized, could lead to declines that would qualify it for State threatened or endangered status. 

WL Watch List - taxa that were previously designated as “Species of Special Concern” but no longer merit that 
status, or which do not yet meet SSC criteria, but for which there is concern and a need for additional 
information to clarify status. 
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Table D-1: Potentially Occurring Special-Status Biological Resources 

Scientific Name 
Common Name 

Special-
Status 
Rank* 

Habitat Preferences and 
Distribution Affinities 

Observed 
On-site 

Potential to Occur 

SPECIAL-STATUS WILDLIFE SPECIES 

Accipiter cooperii 
Cooper’s hawk 

WL 
G5 
S4 

Yearlong resident of California. 
Generally, found in forested areas up to 
3,000 feet above mean sea level (amsl) in 
elevation, especially near edges and 
rivers. Prefers hardwood stands and 
mature forests but can be found in urban 
and suburban areas where there are tall 
trees (25 to 50 feet high) for nesting. 
Prefers pines (Pinus spp.), oaks (Quercus 
spp.), Douglas firs (Pseudotsuga spp.), 
beeches (Fagus spp.), and spruces (Picea 
spp.) for nesting. Common in open areas 
during nesting season. 

Yes Present (nesting and 
foraging): This species was 
observed on-site during the 
reconnaissance survey, with 
a pair exhibiting apparent 
courtship behavior, as well 
as during every subsequent 
focused bird survey. The 
coast live oak woodlands 
present within and adjacent 
to the survey area provide 
suitable nesting habitat for 
this species, and new 
fledglings were found in this 
same area during the final 
survey on 7/1/20. 

Accipiter striatus 
sharp-shinned hawk 

WL 
G5 
S4 

Winter resident of southern California. 
Found in pine (Pinus spp.), fir (Abies 
spp.), and aspen (Populus tremuloides) 
forests. They can be found hunting in 
forest interior and edges from sea level to 
near alpine areas. Can also be found in 
rural, suburban and agricultural areas, 
where they often hunt at bird feeders. 

No High (wintering): The 
wooded habitat of the survey 
area would provide adequate 
habitat for this wintering 
species, and it has been 
reported several times in the 
project vicinity.. 
 
 

Agelaius tricolor 
tricolored blackbird 

ST 
SSC 

G2G3 
S1S2 

Range is limited to the coastal areas of the 
Pacific coast of North America, from 
Northern California to upper Baja 
California. Can be found in a wide variety 
of habitat including annual grasslands, 
wet and dry vernal pools and other 
seasonal wetlands, agricultural fields, 
cattle feedlots, and dairies.  Occasionally 
forage in riparian scrub habitats along 
marsh borders. Basic habitat requirements 
for breeding include open accessible 
water, freshwater marsh dominated by 
cattails (Typha spp.), willows (Salix spp.), 
and bulrushes (Schoenoplectus spp.), and 
either flooded or thorny/spiny vegetation 
and suitable foraging space providing 
adequate insect prey. 

No Not Expected: The survey 
area and surrounding areas 
do not contain the wetland 
habitat that this species 
typically nests in, nor 
suitable grassland habitat for 
foraging.  

Aimophila ruficeps canescens 
southern California rufous-
crowned sparrow 

WL 
G5T3 

S3 

Yearlong resident that is typically found 
between 3,000 and 6,000 feet amsl. Breed 
in sparsely vegetated scrubland on 
hillsides and canyons. Prefers coastal sage 
scrub dominated by California sagebrush 
(Artemisia californica), but they can also 
be found breeding in coastal bluff scrub, 
low-growing serpentine chaparral, and 
along the edges of tall chaparral habitats. 

Yes Present (foraging): This 
species was observed on-
site. The on-site coastal sage 
scrub, particularly where on 
slopes, provides suitable 
nesting habitat for this 
species, and it likely nests 
on-site. 
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Table D-1: Potentially Occurring Special-Status Biological Resources 

Scientific Name 
Common Name 

Special-
Status 
Rank* 

Habitat Preferences and 
Distribution Affinities 

Observed 
On-site 

Potential to Occur 

Ammodramus savannarum 
grasshopper sparrow 

SSC 
G5 
S3 

Yearlong resident along the coast of 
southern California. Occurs in grassland, 
upland meadow, pasture, hayfield, and old 
field habitats.  Optimal habitat contains 
short- to medium-height bunch grasses 
interspersed with patches of bare ground, 
a shallow litter layer, scattered forbs, and 
few shrubs. May inhabit thickets, weedy 
lawns, vegetated landfills, fence rows, 
open fields, or grasslands. 

No Not Expected: This species 
is typically found in areas 
with expansive grasslands 
with sparse shrubs, a habitat 
type that is not present 
within the survey area. 

Anniella pulchra 
northern California legless lizard 

SSC 
G3 
S3 

Occurs from the southern edge of the San 
Joaquin River in northern Contra Costa 
County south to the Ventura County, 
south of which there is a wide area where 
the species of Anniella is or are unknown. 
Occurs in moist warm loose soil with plant 
cover. Moisture is essential. Occurs in 
sparsely vegetated areas of beach dunes, 
chaparral, pine-oak woodlands, desert 
scrub, sandy washes, and stream terraces 
with California sycamores (Platanus 
racemosa), Fremont cottonwoods 
(Populus fremontii), or oaks (Quercus 
spp.). Leaf litter under trees and bushes in 
sunny areas and dunes stabilized with 
bush lupine (Lupinus sp.) and mock 
heather (Ericameria ericoides) often 
indicate suitable habitat. Often can be 
found under surface objects such as rocks, 
boards, driftwood, and logs. Can also be 
found by gently raking leaf litter under 
bushes and trees. Sometimes found in 
suburban gardens in southern California. 

No Not Expected: The survey 
area has marginally suitable 
habitat for this species in the 
dry drainage that runs 
through the center, but based 
on range it is expected that 
this species is not present. 

Anniella stebbinsi 
southern California legless lizard 

SSC 
G3 
S3 

Locally abundant specimens are found in 
coastal sand dunes and a variety of interior 
habitats, including sandy washes and 
alluvial fans. A large protected population 
persists in the remnant of the once 
extensive El Segundo Dunes at Los 
Angeles International Airport. 

No Low: There is marginally 
suitable habitat for this 
species in the dry drainage 
that runs through the center 
of the survey area, but there 
are no CNDDB records 
within 5 miles. 

Antrozous pallidus 
pallid bat 

SSC 
G5 
S3 

Locally common species locally common 
in the Great Basin, Mojave, and Sonoran 
deserts (specifically Sonoran life zone) 
and grasslands throughout the western 
U.S. Also occurs in shrublands, 
woodlands, and forests from sea level to 
8,000 ft amsl. Prefers rocky outcrops, 
cliffs, and crevices for roosting with 
access to open habitats for foraging. May 
also roost in caves, mines, bridges, barns, 
porches, and bat boxes, and even on the 
ground under burlap sacks, stone piles, 
rags, baseboards, and rocks. 

No Not Expected: There is no 
roosting habitat within the 
survey area and no CNDDB 
reports within 5 miles of the 
survey area. 
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Table D-1: Potentially Occurring Special-Status Biological Resources 

Scientific Name 
Common Name 

Special-
Status 
Rank* 

Habitat Preferences and 
Distribution Affinities 

Observed 
On-site 

Potential to Occur 

Aquila chrysaetos 
golden eagle 

 

FP 
WL 
G5 
S3 

Yearlong resident of California. Occupies 
nearly all terrestrial habitats of the western 
states except densely forested areas. 
Favors secluded cliffs with overhanging 
ledges and large trees for nesting and 
cover. Hilly or mountainous country 
where takeoff and soaring are supported 
by updrafts is generally preferred to flat 
habitats. Deeply cut canyons rising to 
open mountain slopes and crags are ideal 
habitat. 

No Low (foraging): This 
species may forage over the 
site but in general the survey 
area does not contain 
adequate open space habitat 
for foraging or suitable 
nesting habitat. 

Arizona elegans occidentalis 
California glossy snake 

SSC 
G5T2 

S2 

Inhabits arid scrub, rocky washes, 
grasslands, and chaparral habitats. 
Appears to prefer microhabitats of open 
areas and areas with soil loose enough for 
easy burrowing. 

No Low: The survey area 
contains marginal habitat 
due to proliferation of 
weeds, and there are no 
CNDDB records of this 
species within 5 miles. 

Artemisiospiza belli belli 
Bell’s sage sparrow 

WL 
G5T2T3 

S3 

This species has a wide, but sparse 
distribution in western Riverside County, 
specifically within the “Riverside 
lowlands, San Jacinto Foothills, Santa 
Ana Mountains, and Desert Transition 
Bioregions. Yearlong resident on the 
coastal side of southern California 
mountains. Breeds in coastal sage scrub 
and chaparral habitats from February to 
August. They require semi-open habitats 
with evenly spaced shrubs one to two 
meters high. Occurs in chaparral 
dominated by fairly dense stands of 
chamise (Adenostoma fasciculatum). 

No Not Expected: The survey 
area is outside of the typical 
range of this species on the 
coastal slope, which in Los 
Angeles County is typically 
restricted to montane 
chaparral habitat.  

Asio otus 
long-eared owl 

SSC 
G5 
S3? 

Uncommon yearlong resident throughout 
the state except the Central Valley and 
southern California deserts where it is an 
uncommon winter visitor. Requires 
riparian habitat and uses live oak thickets 
and other dense stands of trees. 

No Low (wintering): The 
survey area contains 
marginal wintering habitat, 
with some open grasslands 
and oak woodlands. There 
are a few known records at 
localities in the general 
vicinity. 

Aspidoscelis hyperythra 
orange-throated whiptail 

WL 
G5 

S2S3 

Uncommon to fairly common over much 
of its range in Orange, Riverside, and San 
Diego counties. Also occurs in 
southwestern San Bernardino County near 
Colton. Semi-arid brushy areas typically 
with loose soil and rocks, including 
washes, streamsides, rocky hillsides, and 
coastal chaparral. 

No Low: This species prefers 
more pristine patches of 
coastal sage scrub 
vegetation. The survey area 
has marginally suitable 
habitat due to weed 
proliferation, and there are 
no CNDDB records within 5 
miles. 

Aspidoscelis tigris stejnegeri 
coastal whiptail 

SSC 
G5T5 

S3 

This subspecies is found in coastal 
southern California, mostly west of the 
Peninsular Ranges and south of the 
Transverse Ranges, and north into 
Ventura County. Ranges south into Baja 
California. Found in a variety of 
ecosystems, primarily hot and dry open 
areas with sparse vegetation in chaparral, 
woodland, and riparian areas. Associated 
with rocky areas with little vegetation or 
sunny microhabitats within shrub or 
grassland associations. 

Yes Present: Multiple 
individuals have been seen 
within the survey area during 
the project surveys. 
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