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Project Description (Proposed actions, location, and/or consequences).
For the 6th Cycle 2021-2029 Housing Element Update, the Southern California Association of Governments (SCAG) has
determined that the City’s Regional Housing Need Allocation (RHNA) is 8,895 dwelling units. As part of the proposed
Housing Element Update, the City must demonstrate to the State that there is available capacity within its jurisdictional
boundaries to meet its numerical housing target. Pursuant to State Housing Law, the proposed Housing Element Update
would include the following components: analysis of the City's demographic, economic, and housing data; analysis of
barriers to producing and preserving housing, review of City housing policies; identification of goals and policies to
implement the plan; and a listing of sites that could accommodate the RHNA.

Identify the project’s significant or potentially significant effects and briefly describe any proposed mitigation measures that
would reduce or avoid that effect.
See attached.
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continued
If applicable, describe any of the project’s areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

Based on Planning Commission and City Council hearings, the NOP scoping meeting, and public workshops on the
proposed Housing Element Update as well as public letters received on the NOP (see Appendix A), the following
environmental issues are known to be of concern:
• Vehicle miles traveled (VMT) and associated greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions;
• Transit, bicycle, and pedestrian facilities;
• Timeline of the buildout;
• The effect of the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic;
• Utilities, including water supply and infrastructure and energy demand;
• Air quality;
• Noise;
• Public services demand, including emergency response, schools, and parks and recreational facilities;
• Population, housing, and employment, including the homeless population and jobs-housing balance; and
• Biological resources.

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.
The City of Santa Monica is the Lead Agency as it is the agency with principal responsibility for approving or carrying out
a project (CEQA Guidelines Section 15367).
Responsible agencies include any additional agencies with approval authority over aspects of the project, including the
California Coastal Commission (CCC) (CEQA Guidelines Section 15381).
Trustee agencies include State agencies with general management authority over specified resources of the State when
the resources may occur within a project area. There are no trustee agencies for the proposed Housing Element Update.
Additional agencies that may be interested in the proposed Housing Element Update and its environmental impacts,
although they would have no authority over the project approval and adoption. For the proposed Housing Element
Update, interested agencies may include the Southern California Association of Governments (SCAG), State Water
Resources Control Board (SWRCB), Los Angeles Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB), California
Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTCS), the Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC), California
Department of Transportation (Caltrans), and Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority (Metro).

