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SCH #:

2020110122

Project Title:

Simi Valley Double Track Project

Lead Agency: SCRRA
Contact Name:
Email:

Chris Haskell

HaskellC@scrra.net

Phone Number:

213 452 0242

Project Location: Simi Valley, Ventura County
City

County

Project Description (Proposed actions, location, and/or consequences).
The Project includes at-grade crossing improvements and the construction of new rail infrastructure. The Project would
occur primarily within existing railroad ROW owned by Ventura County Transportation Commission (VCTC) and Union
Pacific Railroad (UPRR) from Sequoia Avenue east to the Arroyo Simi Railroad Bridge just south of Stearns Street in the
City of Simi Valley, California. The Project would add 2.20 miles of second main track and increase the passenger
capacity at the Simi Valley Station by adding an additional platform and pedestrian undercrossing. In addition, an existing
signal at Sycamore Drive would be relocated, and a new signal would be installed approximately 2,000 feet west of
Erringer Road. The objectives of the Project are to improve safety by adding pedestrian safety features and improve
reliability by allowing more efficient train operations; allow for an hourly bidirectional service, a half-hourly regional train to
dispatch in the peak direction, and an hourly express train in the peak direction along Metrolink’s VCL; and include
at-grade crossing improvements at Sequoia Avenue, Tapo Canyon Road, Tapo Street, East Los Angeles Avenue, and
Hidden Ranch Drive in support of the city’s future application with FRA for quiet zone status along the alignment.
Identify the project’s significant or potentially significant effects and briefly describe any proposed mitigation measures that
would reduce or avoid that effect.
Refer to DEIR Executive Summary Table ES-1:
Aesthetics: AES-1 through AES-3;
Air Quality: AQ-1;
Biological Resources: BIO-1 through BIO-3 and AQ-1;
Cultural Resources and Tribal Cultural Resources: CUL-1 through CUL-3;
Geology, Soils, and Seismicity: GEO-1 and PAL-1 through PAL-4;
Hazards and Hazardous Materials: HAZ-1 through HAZ-3, HWQ-1, TRA-1 and TRA-2, and WLD-1;
Hydrology, Flooding, and Water Quality: HWQ-1 through HWQ-3;
Land Use and Planning: TRA-1 and TRA-2, AES-1 and AES-2, AQ-1, BIO-1 through BIO-3, CUL-1 through CUL-3,
HAZ-1, NV-1 and NV-2, PAL-1 through PAL-4, TRA-1 and TRA-2, WLD-1;
Transportation and Traffic: TRA-1 through TRA-3;
Wildfire: TRA-1 and WLD-1
Noise and Vibration: NV-1 through NV-4; Even with mitigation applied nightime construction noise is temporarily exceed
and is reported in the DEIR as a significant and unavoidable impact.
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continued
If applicable, describe any of the project’s areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

During the public comment period for the CEQA Notice of Preparation (NOP), various comment letters were received
regarding the Project. The comments submitted on the NOP during the public review and comment period are included in
Appendix A of this EIR. In general, areas of potential controversy known to SCRRA pertain to the potential construction
impacts of the Project. These issues were considered in the preparation of the EIR and are addressed in the
environmental impact analysis. Areas of known controversy are related to construction of the Project for the following
issue areas:
Aesthetics – Construction of the Project may result in short-term visual impacts and nighttime lighting;
Noise and Vibration – Construction of the Project may result in the temporary increase of noise and vibration. These
activities would be required during nighttime hours;
Transportation and Traffic – Construction of the Project may result in temporary disruptions to the circulation system.
Bicycle access during and following construction was also identified as an issue of concern;
Cultural Resources – Construction of the Project may result in encountering significant archaeological materials;
Hydrology, Flooding, and Water Quality – Placement of the Project facilities including track infrastructure and new station
platform would occur within a delineated 100-year flood hazard area, including areas designated Zone AE (Floodway).
Although multiple drainage improvements are contemplated by other agencies (e.g., Ventura County Flood Control and
watershed Protection District) that would effectively reduce the threat of flooding throughout the Arroyo Simi, the timing of
these projects is unknown, and their implementation is outside SCRRA’s control. Based on this context and the fact that
operations would likely start in advance of the completion of the necessary flood control projects, rail operations could be
affected by flooding until these improvements are completed.
Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.
Responsible Agencies:
Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB)
California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC)
California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW)
Federal Railroad Administration (FRA)
City of Simi Valley
Ventura County
Ventura County Transportation Commission (VCTC)
Affected Utility Providers
Trustee Agency:
CDFW

