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Attn: Todd Smith
Dear Mr. Smith:
The California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) received a Notice of Intent to
Adopt a Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) from Sacramento County (the County)
for the South Sacramento Properties Boat, Recreational Vehicle and Commercial
Storage (Project) pursuant the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and
CEQA Guidelines.[1]
Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments and recommendations regarding
those activities involved in the Project that may affect California fish and wildlife.
Likewise, we appreciate the opportunity to provide comments regarding those
aspects of the Project that CDFW, by law, may be required to carry out or approve
through the exercise of its own regulatory authority under the Fish and Game Code.
CDFW ROLE
CDFW is California’s Trustee Agency for fish and wildlife resources and holds those
resources in trust by statute for all the people of the State. (Fish & G. Code, §§ 711.7,
subd. (a) & 1802; Pub. Resources Code, § 21070; CEQA Guidelines § 15386, subd.
(a).) CDFW, in its trustee capacity, has jurisdiction over the conservation, protection,
and management of fish, wildlife, native plants, and habitat necessary for biologically
sustainable populations of those species. (Id., § 1802.) Similarly, for purposes of
CEQA, CDFW is charged by law to provide, as available, biological expertise during
public agency environmental review efforts, focusing specifically on projects and
related activities that have the potential to adversely affect fish and wildlife resources.
PROJECT DESCRIPTION SUMMARY
The project site is approximately 13 acres and includes outdoor storage space for
operable boats, recreational vehicles and vehicles, and an approximately 6,800
square-foot building for an office space and shop service area consisting of three (3)
vehicle service bays for minor service to vehicles. The west side of the property
(adjacent to residential) will be reserved for boat and RV parking which accounts for
60% of the total area of the property. The portion of the property facing Wilbur Way
(adjacent to industrial) will be utilized for long-term truck parking. According to the
submitted Site Plan, the site is proposing 301 (10.5’ x 60’) truck parking spaces, 6 (9’
x 20’) car parking spaces and one (1) van accessible parking space.

COMMENTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS
CDFW offers the comments and recommendations below to assist the County in
adequately identifying and/or mitigating the Project’s significant, or potentially
significant, direct and indirect impacts on fish and wildlife (biological) resources.
Editorial comments or other suggestions may also be included to improve the
document or facilitate an effective environmental review process.
Comment 1: Mitigation measures are needed to reduce impacts to nesting
raptors and other migratory birds to less-than-significant.
As the MND identifies potential impacts to migratory birds protected under Section
3503 of the Fish and Game Code, take of potentially present nesting birds would
constitute a significant impact as identified in the MND. While the MND identifies that
project impacts to special-status birds will be reduced to a less than significant level
by participating in the South Sacramento Habitat Conservation Plan (SSHCP), other
migratory birds, not covered by the SSHCP, may still be impacted by project
activities. CDFW has identified that no mitigation measures are disclosed in the MND,
so the document should be revised to reduce impacts to a level of less than
significant and comply with the Fish and Game Code.
To address this comment, CDFW recommends revising the MND with the following
language:
If construction activity (which includes clearing, grubbing, or grading) is to commence
within 250 feet of suitable nesting habitat, as determined by a qualified biologist,
between February 1 and August 31, a survey for bird nests shall be conducted by a
qualified biologist. The survey shall cover all potential nesting habitat on-site and offsite up to a distance of 250 feet from the project boundary. The survey shall occur
within 15 days of the date that construction will encroach within 250 feet of suitable
habitat. The biologist shall supply a brief written report (including date, time of survey,
survey method, name of surveyor and survey results) to the County prior to ground
disturbing activity. If no active nests are found during the survey, no further mitigation
will be required. If any active nests are found, a qualified biologist shall be retained to
prepare a site-specific take avoidance plan that proposes measures to comply with
the Fish and Game Code. Measures may include but are not limited to nest-specific
no disturbance buffers, biological monitoring, rescheduling project activities around
sensitive periods for the species (e.g. nest establishment), or implementation of
construction best practices such as staging equipment out of the species’ line of sight
from the nest tree. The avoidance/protective measures shall be implemented prior to
the commencement of construction within 250 feet of an identified nest. If it is
determined during surveys or project implementation that project activities may
impact a fully protected raptor (such as white-tailed kite), project personnel shall fully
avoid any impacts that may result in take of fully protected birds species if any are
observed to be utilizing the project area or adjacent area.
Comment 2: Recommendation to enhance Project landscaping.

CDFW has noted that landscaping improvements will be implemented in the Project.
CDFW recommends consideration of the Homegrown Habitat Plant List (Sacramento
Valley Chapter, California Native Plant Society) (Attachment 1) when developing the
final planting palette. The Homegrown Habitat Plant List (HHPL) is the result of a
coordinated effort of regional stakeholders with the intent of improving landscape
plantings for the benefit of property owners and the ecosystem. Including plants from
the HHPL is intended to produce the following outcomes for landscaping:
Increased drought tolerance
Decreased water use
Decreased maintenance and replacement planting costs
Increased functionality for local pollinators and wildlife
Increase in overall biodiversity and ecosystem health
Increased carbon sequestration and climate change resilience
ENVIRONMENTAL DATA
CEQA requires that information developed in environmental documents be
incorporated into a database which may be used to make subsequent or
supplemental environmental determinations. (Pub. Resources Code, § 21003, subd.
(e).) Accordingly, please report any special-status species and natural communities
detected during Project surveys to the California Natural Diversity Database
(CNDDB). The types of information reported to CNDDB can be found at the following
link: https://wildlife.ca.gov/Data/CNDDB/Plants-and-Animals. The completed form can
be sent electronically to CNDDB at the following email address:
CNDDB@wildlife.ca.gov.
FILING FEES
The Project, as proposed, would have an impact on fish and/or wildlife, and
assessment of filing fees is necessary. Fees are payable upon filing of the Notice of
Determination by the Lead Agency and serve to help defray the cost of environmental
review by CDFW. Payment of the fee is required in order for the underlying project
approval to be operative, vested, and final. (Cal. Code Regs, tit. 14, § 753.5; Fish &
G. Code, § 711.4; Pub. Resources Code, § 21089.)
CONCLUSION
CDFW appreciates the opportunity to comment on the MND to assist the County in
identifying and mitigating Project impacts on biological resources.
Questions regarding this email or further coordination should be directed to Dylan
Wood, Environmental Scientist at 916-358-2384 or dylan.a.wood@wildlife.ca.gov.
Sincerely,
Dylan Wood

California Department of Fish and Wildlife
Environmental Scientist
(916) 358-2384

References:

[1] CEQA is codified in the California Public Resources Code in section 21000 et seq.
The “CEQA Guidelines” are found in Title 14 of the California Code of Regulations,
commencing with section 15000

[1] CEQA is codified in the California Public Resources Code in section 21000 et seq. The “CEQA

Guidelines” are found in Title 14 of the California Code of Regulations, commencing with section 15000.

