FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT (FONSI)
NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY (NOA)
Pursuant to USDOT Order 5610.1C, Paragraph 5.b
Date:

March 16, 2021

To:

State Clearinghouse (For Hand Deliveries/Courier Service)
1400 Tenth Street
Sacramento, CA, 95814

From: California Department of Transportation
District 5
50 Higuera Street
San Luis Obispo, CA 93401
State Clearinghouse Number: 2020120272
Project Description: The California Department of Transportation proposes to replace
the San Lorenzo River Bridge (Number 36-0052) at post mile 13.6 and Kings Creek
Bridge (Number 36-0054) at post mile 15.5 on State Route 9 in Santa Cruz County, in
the unincorporated community of Boulder Creek.
The project will remove and replace both bridges with new single-span, standard-width
structures consisting of 12-foot-wide lanes and 8-foot-wide outside shoulders. Existing
metal beam guardrail will be removed and replaced with a standard Midwest Guardrail
System which will be connected to the bridge rail by Midwest Guardrail System
Transition Railing Type WB-31. A taper will be paved on each side of the bridge to
transition the new 8-foot-wide bridge shoulder to the existing roadway shoulder. Work in
the streambeds is proposed and will require use of a temporary diversion system to
dewater work areas for demolition and removal of existing bridge abutments and piers.
Because the existing abutments at both bridges were constructed by casting materials
directly into the exposed bedrock within the stream channel, the abutments will be
partially removed in an effort to minimize removal of bedrock and alteration of the
stream channel. Abutments and side support columns at the San Lorenzo River Bridge
will be removed to the extent required to make space for the new bridge abutments, and
therefore will not be removed to original grade. At the Kings Creek Bridge, a portion of
existing sacked concrete (0.049 acre), located approximately 10 feet above the
Ordinary High Water Mark, along the existing northern abutment, will be replaced with
rock slope protection. The existing pier located below the Ordinary High Water Mark will
be removed to approximately 3 feet below original grade. This will result in a 22-squarefoot increase in critical habitat area for special-status fish species at Kings Creek. It is
anticipated that all work will occur within the existing state and County road rights-ofway, and no new right-of-way will be necessary. Existing utilities that would conflict with
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construction operations will be relocated by the owner prior to and during construction.
The proposed bridges will be constructed along the existing State Route 9 alignment.
State Route 9 is a rural and mountainous highway that travels 35 miles from State
Route 1in the city of Santa Cruz along the Pacific Coast to State Route 17 in the townof
Los Gatos at the southern edge of the greater San Francisco Bay Area. It passes
through the San Lorenzo River Valley and the Saratoga Gap in the Santa Cruz
Mountains. The project area is a section of the travel corridor that is in a rural setting
surrounded by residential land uses.
This is to advise you that a finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) has been made for
this project by the California Department of Transportation as assigned by the Federal
Highway Administration pursuant to 23 USC 327. A copy of the FONSI and the attached
Environmental Assessment can be obtained from the California Department of
Transportation office located at the above address.
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