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Lead agencies may include 15 hardcopies of this document when submitting electronic copies of Environmental Impact
Reports, Negative Declarations, Mitigated Negative Declarations, or Notices of Preparation to the State Clearinghouse
(SCH). The SCH also accepts other summaries, such as EIR Executive Summaries prepared pursuant to CEQA Guidelines
Section 15123. Please include one copy of the Notice of Completion Form (NOC) with your submission and attach the
summary to each electronic copy of the document.
SCH #:
Project Title:

Golden State Water Company Water Storage Tank and Access Road

Lead Agency: County of Santa Barbara
Contact Name:
Email:

Tina Mitchell

tmitchell@co.santa-barbara.ca.us

Phone Number:

(805) 934-6289

Project Location: Sisquoc area, County of Santa Barbara
City

County

Project Description (Proposed actions, location, and/or consequences).
Applicant is proposing installation and operation of a new water storage tank and improved access road. The proposed
water storage tank would have a capacity of 200,000 gallons, height of 27 feet, and would be painted a non-reflective tan
color. The water storage tank would be located at an approximate elevation of 551 feet in order to meet the minimum
pressure requirements. Access would be provided via the proposed access road, which would extend from the existing
dirt driveway off Foxen Canyon Road to the new tank location. Four Coast Live Oak Trees (Quercus agrifolia) are
proposed for removal. Native Oak trees removed or impacted will be replaced on the subject property and remaining
mature native oak trees on the property would be protected. The project would include new landscaping to provide
screening of the water tank. Excess tank overflow and storm water would be captured and directed to two new retention
basins located at the northeast and east corners of the property. The project would result in approximately 97,400 square
feet (2.24 acres) of site disturbance. The proposed water storage tank would provide adequate and accessible water
supply for fire protection and emergency services in the community of Sisquoc and the surrounding area.
Identify the project’s significant or potentially significant effects and briefly describe any proposed mitigation measures that
would reduce or avoid that effect.
Potentially significant but mitigable effects on the environment are anticipated in the following areas: Aesthetics/Visual
Resources, Biological Resources, Geologic Processes, Noise, Water Resources/Flooding. As discussed in the
document, the proposed project has the potential to substantially degrade the quality of the environment. However,
mitigation measures proposed in these sections would reduce project impacts to levels of less than significance. With
incorporation of the mitigation measures identified in this document, the project would not substantially reduce the habitat
of a fish or wildlife species, cause a fish or wildlife population to drop below self-sustaining levels, threaten to eliminate a
plant or animal community, substantially reduce the number or restrict the range of a rare or endangered plant or animal,
or result in unstable earth conditions due to grading.
Mitigation includes Board of Architectural Review approval of project design, requirement for a non-reflective paint color,
a tree protection plan, an onsite arborist/biologist and environmental monitor, wet season work restrictions, applicable
wildlife surveys, adherence to a geotechnical evaluation, adherence to an erosion and sediment control plan, limited
construction hours, and the use of designated equipment washout areas.
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continued
If applicable, describe any of the project’s areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

A neighboring property owner had concerns regarding property line location in late 2019. The applicant completed a
survey in response to verify property line locations. Blochman Union School District requested the project plans and
application from the lead agency. Interests of Blochman Union School District include the existing water tanks located on
APN 129-190-004 and student safety during their travel to and from the school.

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.

