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Lead agencies may include 15 hardcopies of this document when submitting electronic copies of Environmental Impact
Reports, Negative Declarations, Mitigated Negative Declarations, or Notices of Preparation to the State Clearinghouse
(SCH). The SCH also accepts other summaries, such as EIR Executive Summaries prepared pursuant to CEQA Guidelines
Section 15123. Please include one copy of the Notice of Completion Form (NOC) with your submission and attach the
summary to each electronic copy of the document.
SCH #:
Project Title:

Varinder Sahi Minor Use Permit DRC2019-00251 /ED 20-228

Lead Agency: San Luis Obispo County
Contact Name: Nicole Ellis
Email: nellis@co.slo.ca.us

Phone Number: 805-781-5157

Project Location: Paso Robles, San Luis Obispo County
City

County

Project Description (Proposed actions, location, and/or consequences).
DESCRIPTION: A request by Varinder Sahi for a Minor Use Permit (DRC2019-00251) to allow the phased development
of wine production facility and tasting room/hospitality facility totaling 15,116-sf. At buildout, the wine production facility
with barrel storage would total 8,959 sf with 6,123 sf of exterior work areas and the tasting room/hospitality facility would
total 6,157 sf with 2,526 sf of exterior areas including outdoor decks. Maximum case production of 10,000 cases per
year. The project does not include any special events. However, the applicant requests to participate in wine industry
events as allowed by the Land Use Ordinance. Site improvements include improving the access road from Kiler Canyon
Road, connection to existing utilities, new domestic and winery process wastewater systems, parking area, landscape
areas, and miscellaneous paved and unpaved and composite walkways. The project will result in approximately 3 acres
of site disturbance on a 48-acre site including 1,600 cubic yards of cut and 2,700 cubic yards of fill. The proposed project
is within the Agriculture land use category and is located at 999 &1000 Kiler Canyon Road, approximately 0.68 miles
west of the City of Paso Robles. The project site is within the Salinas River Sub Area of the North County Planning Area.

Identify the project’s significant or potentially significant effects and briefly describe any proposed mitigation measures that
would reduce or avoid that effect.
BIOLOGICALThe proposed project is in an area known to support Lemmon’s jewelflower and is considered rare by
CNPS (List 1B, RED 2-2-3). In regard to this plant, the project is not expected to have a substantial adverse effect on this
identified species due to previous and continuous use of the land for vineyard operations lack of suitable habitat.
However, to ensure avoidance and any potential future impacts, the applicant shall conduct a pre-activity Spring survey
with provisions for relocation if any Lemmon’s jewelflower are encountered to nearby suitable habitat. In addition,
protected birds and raptors could potentially nest in oak woodland areas in the surrounding area. Mitigation is proposed
to ensure impacts would be less than significant (BR-1 and BR-2).
OAK TREE REMOVAL/PROTECTION
The proposed project will result in impacts to native oak trees as a result of required access improvements off Kiler
Canyon Road. It is anticipated that six (6) oak trees will be impacted, and three (3) oak tree removals may be necessary
due to grading associated with the widening of the access road. Efforts to avoid the tree removals are being evaluated
and will be further reviewed with CALFIRE. The applicant shall be required to replace in kind at a 4:1 ratio for all oak
trees removed and at a 2:1 ratio for all oaks trees impacted. The project is anticipated to result in the replacement of 24
oak trees. The project would be consistent with existing policies and standards in the County Land Use Ordinance (LUO)
related to the protection of biological resources, such as a tree preservation policy or ordinance. Mitigation is proposed to
ensure impacts would be less than significant (BR-3 - BR-9).
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continued
If applicable, describe any of the project’s areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

None

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.

