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Lead agencies may include 15 hardcopies of this document when submitting electronic copies of Environmental Impact
Reports, Negative Declarations, Mitigated Negative Declarations, or Notices of Preparation to the State Clearinghouse
(SCH). The SCH also accepts other summaries, such as EIR Executive Summaries prepared pursuant to CEQA Guidelines
Section 15123. Please include one copy of the Notice of Completion Form (NOC) with your submission and attach the
summary to each electronic copy of the document.
SCH #: N/A
Project Title: Continued Implementation of Two Long-term Management Plans for the Rancho Cañada de Pala Preserve
Lead Agency: Santa Clara Valley Water District
Contact Name: Tiffany Chao
Email: TChao@valleywater.org

Phone Number: (408) 630-3107

Project Location: Unincorporated Santa Clara County, Santa Clara County
City

County

Project Description (Proposed actions, location, and/or consequences).
Santa Clara Valley Water District (Valley Water) is proposing a project to continue to implement two long-term
management plans (LTMPs) for the Rancho Cañada de Pala Preserve (Preserve). The purpose of the LTMPs is to
ensure the Preserve is monitored, maintained, and managed in a manner that preserves its conservation values. The
LTMPs consist of biological resource management and monitoring, livestock grazing management, non-native plant
species management, infrastructure and facilities maintenance, routine road maintenance activities, and site
improvements for the Preserve. The LTMPs include construction of site improvements (e.g., bank repairs and retaining
wall rehabilitations) as needed to further improve existing conditions and facilitate long-term management of the
Preserve. Activities associated with the future site improvements could involve minor grading, excavation and fill,
vegetation trimming, construction site isolation and staging, removal and replacement of degraded infrastructure. Typical
equipment that may be used for future site improvements may include dump trucks, excavators, portable water tanks,
power tools and hand crews and other construction equipment as needed.
Identify the project’s significant or potentially significant effects and briefly describe any proposed mitigation measures that
would reduce or avoid that effect.
-Special Status Species. The project has the potential to impact special-status species through construction and
long-term maintenance activities. The special-status species that may be potentially affected by the project include
California tiger salamander, California red-legged frog, western pond turtle, foothill-yellow legged frog, and American
Badger. Implementation of BMPs BI-1 through BI-6, AMM BI-1, and AMM BI-2 would avoid and minimize impacts to
native and special-status species and habitats through evaluations by a Qualified Biologist and implementation of
construction BMPs as well as use of local native plants/seed mixes and restoration of work areas to match
pre-construction conditions to the extent possible. Implementation of MM BI-1 and MM BI-3 would reduce potentially
significant impacts to special-status species to a less than significant level by minimizing access impacts and avoiding
special-status species identified during biological surveys performed by a Qualified Biologist.
-Migratory Birds. Construction activities during site improvements and long-term maintenance activities could disturb
nesting migratory birds. Implementation of MM BI-2 would require migratory birds survey within two weeks of starting
work between January 15th and August 31st and establishment of a buffer if nesting birds are discovered during the
survey. MM BI-2 would reduce this impact to a less than significant level by avoiding nesting birds identified during the
biological surveys performed by a Qualified Biologist.
Riparian Habitat. The Project has the potential to impact waters of the U.S./State.Implementation of MM BI-1 and MM
BI-4 would reduce potentially significant impacts to waters of the U.S./State to a less then significant level.
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continued
If applicable, describe any of the project’s areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

Not applicable. No project's area of controversy known to the Lead Agency.

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.
1. California Department of Fish and Wildlife Bay Delta Region
2. San Francisco Bay Regional Water Quality Control Board

