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Project Description (Proposed actions, location, and/or consequences).
The Project would improve the long-term water management and habitat value of the San Joaquin Marsh Reserve
(Marsh Reserve) located in City of Irvine, Orange County, California. The Marsh Reserve is owned by the University of
California (UC) and managed by the UC Natural Reserve System (NRS) and by the University of California, Irvine (UCI).
The Project proposes new- and repair-of existing hydrology and water quality infrastructure to better manage flows within
the Marsh Reserve.
Design Goal 1 proposes infrastructure establishment and/or modifications that anticipate impacts of climate change (e.g.,
drought, flooding, and sea level rise). Design Goal 2 focuses on water sourcing, treatment, and measurement (from
Irvine Ranch Water District (IRWD) or San Diego Creek). Construction is anticipated to take approximately 8 to 10
months total and may occur in two phases, likely one phase for Design Goal 1 and one phase for Design Goal 2. The
Marsh Reserve would continue to function as a preservation area during and after construction.
Identify the project’s significant or potentially significant effects and briefly describe any proposed mitigation measures that
would reduce or avoid that effect.
The Marsh Reserve contains sensitive habitats and provides habitat for a variety of wildlife including special status
species (biological resources). The purpose of the Project is to improve the hydrology and overall long-term habitat value
within the Marsh Reserve. Mitigation is required to ensure temporary construction impacts are less than significant: MM
BIO-1 western pond turtle construction monitoring plan; MM BIO-2 surveys and additional avoidance for burrowing owl
(wintering); MM BIO-3 surveys and additional avoidance for MBTA and ESA protected nesting birds; MM BIO-4 habitat
reestablishment and monitoring plan for reestablishment of any sensitive wetland riparian habitat disturbed during
construction activities; MM BIO-5 surveys and avoidance for Ridgeway rail; MM BIO-6 surveys and additional avoidance
for roosting bats.
No impacts are anticipated to cultural resources, tribal cultural resources or paleontological resources. However,
mitigation measures MM CUL-1, MM CUL-2, MM TCR-1 and MM GEO-1 are included in the event of an unanticipated
discovery.
Mitigation measures MM NOI-1 would require maintenance of properly functioning equipment and comply with
construction hours.
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If applicable, describe any of the project’s areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

None.
UCI staff conducted early consultation with the United States Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS), the United States Army
Corps of Engineers (USACE), Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB) and California Department of Fish and
Wildlife (CDFW) for information on jurisdictional resources within the Marsh Reserve.
In addition, siting of the proposed Project activities including the Design Goals and associated Elements and proposed
staging and access areas was performed in coordination with the project biologist and the project engineer to avoid and
minimize disturbances to sensitive wetland plant alliances where feasible.

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.
United States Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS)
United States Army Corps if Engineers (USACE)
Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB)
California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW)
California Coastal Commission (CCC)

