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I. INTRODUCTION AND PURPOSE 

This Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration assesses the potential 
environmental impacts and identifies appropriate mitigation measures associated 
with the proposed King City Roundabout (to be referred to herein as the "proposed 
project", "proposed roundabout" or "proposed roundabout project"). The City of 
King (to also be referred to herein as "the City" or "King City") as Lead Agency for 
this environmental document, has the responsibility for determining whether or not 
to approve the proposed project. 

As part of their decision-making process, the City is required to review and consider 
the potential environmental effects that could result from the proposed project. 
Together with the technical analyses applicable to this project and any other 
documents incorporated by reference, this analysis will serve as the initial 
environmental review for the proposed project. This review is required by the 
California Environmental Quality Act of 1970 (CEQA) as amended (Public Resources 
Code Section 21000 et. seq.) and the State CEQA Guidelines as well as Guidelines for 
the Implementation of CEQA adopted by the City. 

Section 15070 of the State CEQA Guidelines states that "a public agency shall 
prepare or have prepared a proposed negative declaration or mitigated negative 
declaration for a project subject to CEQA when the Initial Study shows that there is 
no substantial evidence, in light of the whole record before the agency, that the 
project may have a. significant effect on . the environment." Section 15064 (a) (1) 
states "if there is substantial evidence, in light of the whole record before a lead 
agency, that a project may have a significant effect on the environment, the agency 
shall prepare a Draft EIR." The determination as to which document is appropriate 
in this situation will be based upon the information and analyses contained in this 
Initial Study in combination with any other documents incorporated by reference. 
The City is preparing this Initial Study to assist in their consideration as to whether 
to prepare a Negative Declaration, a Mitigated Negative Declaration or an 
Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for this proposed project. 

This Initial Study /Mitigated Negative Declaration has been prepared in a manner 
which provides complete and adequate California Environmental Quality Act 
(CEQA) coverage for all actions and approvals associated with the proposed project 
as currently described herein (See Section III. Project Description). 

This Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration begins with Section I. Introduction 
and Purpose, which provides an introductory discussion of the purpose and scope of 
the document. Section II. Summary /Mitigation Monitoring Program summarizes the 
potential impacts and proposed mitigation measures. This section also contains the 
State-mandated Mitigation Monitoring Program (pursuant to AB 3180). Section III. 
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Project Description provides a detailed description of the proposed roundabout 
project. 

Section IV. Environmental Evaluation contains the environmental checklist required 
by Section 15063(d)(3) of the State CEQA Guidelines. This checklist is intended to 
determine the nature and extent of various environmental effects of the proposed 
project followed by an explanation to justify the determination. The summary 
discussion following the checklist item provides the basis for this determination. 
Checklist items identified as "potentially significant and mitigated", "unknown 
potential significant" or "significant" are discussed within Section IV. Environmental 
Evaluation. Section V. provides the required Mandatory Findings of Significance 
pursuant to CEQA Section 15065. Section VI. Environmental Determination makes 
the final determination as to whether an EIR, Negative Declaration or Mitigated 
Negative Declaration is appropriate. Section VII. Certification provides the required 
Lead Agency Certification Statement. 

Section 15150 of the State CEQA Guidelines permits an environmental document to 
incorporate by reference other documents that provide relevant data to the 
proposal currently being considered. The City General Plan, and Zoning Code as 
well as any other long-range planning documents prepared by the City including 
engineering and other technical studies as noted within this Initial Study are hereby 
incorporated by reference. 

This Initial Study /Mitigated Negative Declaration provides a full and objective 
discussion of the potential environmental impacts of the proposed King City 
Roundabout. In preparing this docum~nt, the City decision-makers, staff anc;l 
members of the public will be fully informed as to the potential impacts and 
required mitigation measures associated with the proposed project. In accordance 
with Section 15021 of the State CEQA Guidelines, this document is intended to 
enable the City, as Lead Agency, to fully evaluate these environmental impacts and 
mitigation measures in their consideration of the proposed project. The Lead 
Agency has an obligation to balance potential adverse effects of the project against a 
variety of public objectives, including economic, environmental and social factors, in 
determining whether the project is acceptable and approved for construction and 
operation. 

Pursuant to California Public Resources Code 21082.1, the City has independently 
reviewed and analyzed the information contained in this Initial Study /Mitigated 
Negative Declaration prior to its consideration and certification. The conclusions 
and discussion.s contained herein reflect the independent judgment of the City of 
King relative to that information at the time of publication. 

The proposed roundabout involves the redesign of an out-of-date traffic intersection 
located at Broadway Avenue and U.S. Highway 101. This intersection currently has 
five roadways intersecting at the same location, those roadways being Broadway 
Street, San Antonio Drive, San Lorenzo Park Road and the U.S. Highway 101 
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northbound on-and off-ramps. The proposed roundabout will replace the two 
existing stop signs and one traffic signal that currently control traffic circulation at 
this location. 

The purpose of the roundabout project is to alleviate traffic congestion that is 
currently being experienced at this intersection. The traffic analysis prepared for 
this project indicates a significant reduction in the amount of vehicle delay with 
provision of the proposed roundabout. The level of air pollutants, noise and 
traffic/ circulation levels of service associated with the provision of the proposed 
roundabout will be significantly improved. 

The State CEQA Guidelines have recently been amended (per SB 743 effective July 1, 
2020) to recommend use of vehicle miles traveled (VMT) rather than level of service 
(LOS) as a measure of traffic impacts. The proposed roundabout will not have a 
significant effect upon current VMT. However, according to the "Technical Advisory 
on Evaluating Transportation Impacts in CEQA" prepared by the Governor's Office of 
Planning and Research, dated April, 2018, installation of roundabouts or traffic 
circles would not lead to a substantial or measurable increase in vehicle miles 
traveled. As a result, the assessment of environmental impacts throughout this 
document are based upon reductions in automobile idling time, noise levels and 
levels of traffic service rather than VMT at this intersection. As noted in Section IV. 
Environmental Evaluation, the proposed roundabout will have beneficial air quality, 
noise and traffic/ circulation impacts on the environment. These reduced 
environmental impacts conform with the basic goals of CEQA. 
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II. SUMMARY/MITIGATION MONITORING PROGRAM 

1. Aesthetics 

Impacts: Given the nature of the proposed project facilities, those being the 
installation of a roundabout, crosswalks, medians sidewalks and other roadway 
improvements combined with the nature and extent of existing development 
surrounding the site, none of the proposed roundabout project facilities will have a 
substantial adverse effect upon any scenic vistas nor will they degrade any existing 
scenic resources or the visual character or quality of its surroundings. The proposed 
project will not create any new sources of substantial light or glare which would 
affect day or nighttime views in the area. 

Mitigation Measures: Given the lack of potentially significant aesthetic impacts, no 
mitigation measures are required. 

2. Agricultural Resources 

Impacts: All of the proposed improvements associated with the roundabout project 
are located on approximately 4.3 acres that are approximately one mile south of 
existing farmland. As such, the roundabout project site is not expected to directly 
impact ongoing agricultural activities. 

The proposed project will not directly impact any areas designated as prime 
farmland, unique farmland or farmland of statewide importance nor will they 
conflict with any areas zoned for agricultural use or covered by a Williamson Act 
contract. The proposed project will not result in any conversion of existing farmland 
to non-agricultural use. 

Mitigation Measures: Given the lack of potentially significant impacts to agricultural 
resources, no mitigation measures are required. 

3. Air Quality 

Impacts: Air quality impacts of the proposed roundabout project were assessed in 
terms of both short-term construction impacts and long-term operational impacts. 

Air quality compliance within the project area is managed by the Monterey Bay 
Unified Air Pollution Control District. District guidelines state that the anticipated 
level of ozone precursors (such as NOx) associated with project construction have 
already been included in their Air Basin Plan and therefore constitute a less than 
significant impact. · 

The District's guidelines have also quantified a significant threshold of 82 pounds 
per day for PM10. Estimated project construction emissions are estimated to be 
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8.39 pounds per day for both combustion and fugitive dust combined. However, this 
PM10 emissions rate for fugitive dust assumes the application of dust suppression 
watering as noted in the mitigation measure below. Application of this mitigation 
method, which is a standard construction industry practice, reduces fugitive dust 
emission rates by approximately 68%. Therefore, the estimated PM10 emissions, 
with application of regular site watering, are well below the District's threshold and 
constitute a less than significant impact. 

The District also requires that short-term construction projects be evaluated for 
potential acute health risks from toxic air contaminant emissions (TAC). Small 
levels of TAC's such as diesel particulate matter during project construction could be 
produced by construction equipment. According to the Bay Area Air Quality 
Management District (BAAQMD), construction projects of approximately 3 acres in 
size should maintain a 55 meter setback from sensitive receptors in order to 
minimize short-term, acute health risks from TAC's. The nearest residential 
sensitive receptors in the vicinity of the proposed roundabout project are single­
family homes on Bluff Avenue and apartments on San Antonio Drive which are 
located approximately 70 meters from the project construction zone. As such, 
impacts from short-term health risk pollutants are expected to be less than 
significant. 

Long-term operational pollutant emissions associated with the proposed 
roundabout project were analyzed using the relative change from the baseline 
existing intersection condition to the fully developed roundabout project. The 
primary variable in this analysis was the change in delay hours at the intersection in 
terms of vehicle hours per year. The existing intersection experiences an annual 
total of 9,295 delay hours while automobiles are waiting to enter the intersection. 
The proposed roundabout design is estimated to result in a total of 3,932 delay 
hours, a net reduction of 5,363. delay hours. This net reduction in vehicle hour 
delays of approximately 5,363 hours per year results in a reduced volume of air 
pollutant emissions associated with the presence of idling or low-speed travel at 
this intersection. This represents a beneficial long-term air quality impact. 

The proposed project _will not conflict with or obstruct the implementation of any 
air quality plan, expose sensitive receptors to substantial pollution concentrations, 
violate any established air quality standards or result in a net increase of any 
criteria pollutant for which the region is in non-attainment. The proposed project 
will not create objectionable smoke, ash; dust or odors affecting existing residents 
or other persons in the immediate area. The proposed project will not generate 
significant greenhouse gas emissions or conflict with any applicable plan, policy or 
regulation adopted for the purpose ofreducing greenhouse gas emissions. 
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Mitigation Measures: 

AQ-1. Water trucks or sprinkler systems shall be used in sufficient quantities to 
prevent airborne dust from leaving the construction site. Increased watering 
frequency will be required whenever when wind speeds exceed 15 mph. Reclaimed 
water, if available, shall be used for dust control and other construction related 
purposes during project construction. 

Implementation Responsibility: City of King 

Monitoring Agency: City of King 

Timing: During project grading or construction. 

4. Biological Resources 

Impacts: The proposed roundabout will occupy approximately 2.5 acres when all 
phases - of the project are complete. The proposed project would affect only 
previously disturbed habitat including 0.1 acres of wild oats grassland, 0.2 acres of 
ornamental landscaping and 2.2 acres of developed areas. No impacts to native 
habitat would occur due to the proposed project. 

Two special status plant species which were determined to have a low potential to 
occur within the project area include the Douglas spine flower and the Elegant wild 
buckwheat. Neither of these species were observed during on-site surveys. As such, 
the proposed project will not impact any special status plant species. 

No sensitive wildlife species were observed during site surveys and have a low 
potential to occur within the project area. These species include Cooper's hawk, the 
Pallid bat and the Western bumble bee. There is a low potential for Cooper's hawk 
to occur within the study area as there is potentially suitable foraging habitat for 
this species but no suitable nesting habitat. A variety of other native birds protected 
under the Migratory Bird Treaty Act, may utilize habitat within the project area. As 
such, the mitigation measure provided below is intended to avoid impacts to nesting 
birds. 

The Pallid bat was determined to have a low potential to occur within the project 
area utilizing drainage holes under the Highway 101 Road Bridge. However, due to 
the high level of noise and human disturbance, this area is not suitable for a 
maternal roost. There is a low potential for this area to be used as a night roost. If 
present, roosting Pallid Bats may be temporarily disturbed by construction noise, 
but no permanent impact to the species are anticipated. 

The Western Bumblebee may utilize ornamental flowers as a suitable nectar source 
for this species. However, this species has a low potential to occur within the project 
area. While approximately 0.2 acres of potential foraging habitat for this species 
could be impacted by the proposed project, landscaping will be installed as part of 
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the project and there will be many other landscaped areas in the immediate vicinity 
to provide a food source for this species. However, impacts to the species, if present, 
are also anticipated to be negligible. 

The proposed roundabout project is not anticipated to have a substantial adverse 
effect: on any riparian habitat or other sensitive natural community identified in 
local or regional plans, policies and regulations or on federally protected wetlands 
as defined by Section 404 of the Clean Water Act. The proposed project will not 
interfere substantially with the movement of any resident or migratory fish or 
wildlife species or with established native resident or migratory wildlife corridors. 
The proposed project will not conflict with any local policies or ordinances 
protecting biological resources. 

Mitigation Measures: 

BR-1. If project construction is planned to occur between February 1st and August 
31st and within one week of ground disturbance activities, a preconstruction nesting 
bird survey shall be conducted by a qualified biologist. If surveys do not locate 
nesting birds, construction activities may be conducted. If nesting birds are located, 
no construction activity shall occur within 100 feet of non-raptor bird nests and 500 
feet of raptor nests until checks are fledged. The qualified biologist may increase or 
decrease the buffer on a case-by-case basis in consultation with the California 
Department of Fish and wildlife if the species, location, topography or work scope 
support this determination. A preconstruction nesting bird survey report detailing 
survey findings and recommendations for appropriate worker and project related 
avoidance shall also be provided to the City as Lead Agency. 

Implementation Responsibility: City of King 

Monitoring Agency: City of King 

Timing: Prior to or during project grading or construction. 

5. Cultural Resources 

Impacts: The roundabout project site and surrounding areas are highly disturbed 
and developed and are not expected to contain any known archaeological, 
paleontological or historic resources. Walkover surveys of the project area did not 
observe or discover evidence of a sacred/religious site, evidence of Native American 
remains, evidence of anything of archaeological or paleontological significance or 
positive findings of historical significance. 

However, in the event that significant archaeological or paleontological resources 
are discovered during project grading or construction, these resources will either be 
excavated or protected in a manner consistent with all applicable State and local 
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laws. If necessary, all construction work will be halted in order for these resources 
to be evaluated by a qualified professional 

Mitigation Measures: The City, in 2019, adopted an updated and detailed list of 
mitigation measures related to cultural resources impacts that are applicable to all 
development applications. These measures are summarized below. 

CR-1. Prior to excavation and construction on the project site, the prime 
construction contractor or any subcontractor(s) shall be cautioned on the legal 
and/or regulatory · implications of knowingly destroying historic or prehistoric 
cultural resources or removing artifacts such as, but not limited to, prehistoric 
ground stone, projectile points, shell middens, or debitage, human remains, historic 
materials such as, but not limited to, bottles or cans and other cultural materials 
from the project site. 

CR-2. Prior to any demolition, excavation, or construction, the Applicant shall 
identify a qualified archaeologist to be on call if any cultural resources are identified, 
or if required by the City, when project excavation of four feet or greater is needed. 
The City shall approve the selected archaeologist prior to issuance of any permit 
that includes soil disturbance. When excavation of greater than four feet is 
anticipated, a Tribal Monitor may be required. 

CR-3. Prior to any soil disturbing activities to search for surface evidence of 
historical or prehistoric cultural resources and if a project survey has not been 
conducted as part of the project application process, the archaeologist shall conduct 
a pedestrian survey . of the project site. The archaeologist shall be authorized to 
perform spot check monitoring of subsurface construction for potential cultural 
resources and analyze and evaluate those artifacts or resources that may be 
uncovered .. The qualified archaeologist shall also have the authority to temporarily 
halt excavation and construction activities in the immediate vicinity (within a SO­
meter radius or approximately 164 feet) of a find if significant or potentially 
significant cultural resources are exposed and/or adversely affected by construction 
operations. 

CR-4. In the event of a find, reasonable time shall be allowed for the qualified 
archaeologist to conduct additional subsurface testing, analysis and reporting, if 
warranted. During this time, excavation and construction shall not be allowed in the 
immediate vicinity of the find (within a SO-meter radius or approximately 164 feet 
or within a larger area as determined by the qualified archaeologist). However, 
activities may continue in other areas of the project site, if so determined by the 
qualified archaeologist. 

CR-S. All cultural materials recovered as part of the testing or monitoring program 
shall be subject to scientific analysis, professional museum curation and reporting 
prepared according to current professional standards. 
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CR-6. In accordance with State CEQA Guidelines, Section 15064.5 (e)(l)(A)(B), in 
the event of discovery or recognition of any human remains on the project site 
during development, the following steps should be taken. There shall be no further 
excavation or disturbance of the site or any area reasonably suspected to overlie 
adjacent human remains until the coroner is contacted to determine that no 
investigation of the cause of death is required. Possible indications of burials could 
include a layer of shells placed over the burial. If the coroner determines the 
remains to be Native American, then the coroner shall contact the Native American 
Heritage Commission within 24 hours. The Commission shall identify the person or 
persons it believes to be the most likely descendent of the deceased Native 
American. The most likely descendent may then make recommendations to the 
landowner or person responsible for the excavation work, for the means of treating 
or disposing of, with appropriate dignity, the human remains and associated grave 
goods as provided in the Public Resources Code. 

CR-7. The applicant or their authorized representative shall rebury the Native 
American human remains and associated grave goods with appropriate dignity on 
the property in a location not subject to further disturbance. · 

Implementation Responsibility: City of King 

Monitoring Agency: City of King 

Timing: Prior to or during project grading or construction. 

NOTE: Please see Attachment F, correspondence with Karen White., Xolon 
Salinan Tribe 

6. Geology /Soils 

Impacts: The proposed project is not expected to expose people or structures to 
geologic and soils hazards in areas containing the proposed project facilities. All 
proposed project facilities will be required to meet all applicable requirements 
contained in the City Building Code. 

The proposed project is not expected to expose people or structures to substantial 
geologic risks due to the rupture of a known earthquake fault, strong seismic ground 
shaking or seismic related ground failure including liquefaction. Given the relatively 
flat topography of areas containing the proposed project facilities, little in the way of 
landslides, subst~ntial erosion or exposure to unstable or expansive soils are 
expected to occur. The proposed project does not involve the use of septic tanks or 
alternative wastewater disposal systems. 

Mitigation Measures: Given the lack of potentially significant impacts to geology and 
soils, no mitigation measures are required. 
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7. Hazards/Hazardous Materials 

Impacts: The proposed roundabout project will not create a significant hazard to 
the public or the environment through the routine use and disposal of hazardous 
materials nor will it create a significant hazard to the public or the environment 
through reasonably foreseeable upset and accident conditions involving the release 
of hazardous materials into the environment. The proposed project will not emit 
hazardous emissions or handle hazardous materials substances or waste within one 
quarter mile of an existing or proposed school. The proposed roundabout will not 
impair or interfere with implementation of an adopted emergency response plan or 
emergency evacuation plan and will not expose people or structures to significant 
risk of loss, injury or death involving wildfires. As noted above, roundabout project 
site is located within the vicinity of several known hazardous materials sites. For 
that reason, the mitigation measure provided below is intended to avoid impacts 
from these hazardous materials site. 

The proposed roundabout project is intended to facilitate traffic flows and reduce 
wait times as compared to the existing intersection configuration. As such, the 
future use of this intersection will likely reduce the potential for accidents and/or 
spills of hazardous materials being transported to and from King City. The improved 
configuration of this intersection will also facilitate the ability for emergency 
vehicles trying to access locations within or outside of King City. This represents a 
beneficial hazards/hazardous materials impact. 

Mitigation Measures: 

HR-1 - In the event that subsurface contamination is discovered in the review or 
construction phase of a project, work shall cease and the contamination shall be 
remediated in a manner acceptable to California Environmental Protection Agency 
and the California State Water Resources Control Board. The Environstor 
Geotracker system can identify sites and determine what measures, if any, are 
required to mitigate subsurface contamination. 

Implementation Responsibility: City of King 

Monitoring Agencv: City of King 

Timing: Prior to or during project grading or construction. 

8. Hydrology /Water Quality 
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Impacts: Stormwater runoff from project grading and construction may potentially 
impact surface stormwater quality. All design measures for stormwater pollution 
control shall comply with the requirements of the City Municipal Code Section 
17.56.100 Stormwater Pollution Prevention. These standards protect against 
stormwater pollution during project grading and construction. 
Given adherence to these requirements, project construction will not violate any 
water quality standards or waste discharge requirements, substantially deplete 
groundwater supplies or substantially alter existing drainage patterns or create or 
contribute runoff water which would exceed the capacity of existing or planned 
storm water discharge systems or otherwise degrade water quality. In addition, the 
proposed project will not place any structures within a 100-year floodplain hazard 
area or expose people or structures to significant loss, injury or death involving 
flooding. Project facilities will not be exposed to inundation due to a seiche, tsunami 
ormudflow. 

Mitigation Measures: Given the lack of potentially significant impacts related to 
hydrology /water quality, no mitigation measures are required. 

9. Land Use/Planning 
Im pacts: The proposed project will not physically divide an established community 
nor conflict with any applicable land use plan, policy or regulation of an agency with 
jurisdiction over the project area. The proposed project will also not conflict with 
any applicable habitat conservation plan or natural community conservation plan. 

The proposed project may indirectly induce changes in land use as a result of 
improved traffic circulation within the northern portions of King City. The proposed 
project will not, however, directly cause a change in any existing or future City land 
use or zoning designations. 

Mitigation Measures: Given the lack of potentially significant land use and planning 
impacts, no mitigation measures are required. 

10. Noise 

Im pacts: Project grading · and construction is expected to generate construction 
noise which represents a short-term impact on ambient noise levels. The primary 
source of construction noise is heavy equipment including, but not limited to, 
trenching equipment, trucks, concrete mixers and portable generators that can 
reach high levels. The peak noise level for most of the heavy equipment that will be 
used during project construction is 70 to 95 dBA at a distance of 50 feet. At 200 feet, 
the peak construction noise levels range from 58 to 83 dBA. At 400 feet, the peak 
noise levels range from 52 to 77 dBA. These noise levels are based upon worst-case 
conditions. Typically, construction-related noise levels near the construction site 
will be less. Construction-related noise impacts are considered to be short-term and 
temporary. 
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Long-term operations of the proposed roundabout project are not expected to 
increase ambient traffic noise levels beyond those currently impacting the existing 
land uses surrounding the project site. The reduction in the amount of stop and go 
traffic associated with the proposed roundabout is expected to reduce long-term 
noise levels in areas adjacent to the roundabout. This represents a beneficial noise 
impact. 

Mitigation Measures: Given the lack of potentially significant noise impacts, no 
mitigation measures are required. 

11. Population and Housing 

Impacts: The proposed roundabout will generate employees during project 
construction. However, this generation of employees is considered to be a short­
term, insignificant impact. Once project construction is completed, the proposed 
roundabout will not generate any additional long-term employees. As such, the lack 
of any long-term employee generation will negate the potential demand for 
additional housing. 

Mitigation Measures: Given the lack of potentially significant impacts to population 
and housing, no mitigation measures are required. 

12. Public Services 

Im pacts: The proposed project will not result in any additional long-term employees 
and, as such, will not generate any additional demand upon existing fire protection, 
police protection, schools, parks, other recreational facilities or other governmental 
services. It should be noted that the proposed roundabout will provide a safer traffic 
intersection which will likely benefit law enforcement, fire protection and 
emergency services. This represents a beneficial public services impact. 

Mitigation Measures: Given the lack of potentially significant impacts to public 
services, no mitigation measures are required. 

13. Recreation 

Impacts: The proposed roundabout will generate employees during project 
construction. However, this generation of employees is considered to be a short­
term, insignificant impact. Once project construction is completed, the proposed 
roundabout will not generate any additional long-term employees. As such, the lack 
of any long-term employee generation will negate the potential demand upon 
existing neighborhood and regional parks or other local recreational facilities. The 
proposed project will also not require the construction or expansion of recreational 
facilities. 
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Mitigation Measures: Given the lack of potentially significant impacts to recreation 
facilities, no mitigation measures are required. 

14. Transportation/Circulation 

Impacts: The proposed roundabout roadway involves the removal of existing traffic 
signals and roadway improvements including but not limited to resurfacing, 
restriping, installation of sidewalks and landscaping of medians to San Antonio 
Drive, San Lorenzo Park Road, Broadway Street and the U.S. Highway 101 
northbound on- and off-ramps. 

The proposed roundabout will generate employees and automobile trips during 
project construction. The proposed project is estimated to require the average of 
approximately ten employees at one time during project construction. Assuming a 
worst-case automobile trip generation factor of four vehicle trips per employee per 
day, a total of forty vehicle trips per day will be added onto local roadways by 
construction employees. This generation of traffic is considered to be a short-term, 
insignificant impact. 

Once project construction is completed, the proposed roundabout will not generate 
any additional automobile trips. It is assumed that maintenance and oversight of the 
roundabout operations will occur without the substantial addition of cars or trucks 
onto local roadways. 

The proposed project will not cause a substantial increase in traffic and will not 
exceed any level of service standards on any local roadways. The proposed project 
will not result in any changes in air traffic patterns or exposure to local roadway 
hazards. Given the lack of additional vehicle trips, the proposed project will not 
result in inadequate emergency access or parking capacity. However, the final 
design of the vegetation within the center of the roundabout could, if not properly 
designed, inhibit the driver's ability to see other cars either approaching or within 
the roundabout. For that reason, the mitigation measure provided below is intended 
to avoid impacts resulting from the blockage of views for drivers from various 
vantage points within the roundabout. 

The Regional Roundabout Study identified and evaluated the existing and proposed 
intersection control options that were considered for the existing roundabout 
intersection. The five design options that were analyzed include: 1) the existing 
intersection with a signal control; 2) the existing intersection with a two-way stop 
control; 3) a modified intersection with signal control: 4) a single lane roundabout 
configuration and 5) a single lane roundabout configuration with the addition of a 
westbound Broadway Street right- turn lane that will be required between the years 
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2030 and 2040. The results of the analysis of these five intersection options are 
summarized below in terms oflevels of service at the years 2015, 2030 and 2040. 

By way of background, Levels of Service A through C are generally considered 
acceptable traffic levels when evaluating roadway and intersection capacity. Level of 
Service D is sometime considered acceptable when evaluating roadway and 
intersection capacity within highly urbanized areas. Otherwise, Levels of Service D 
and Fare generally considered unacceptable. 

1. The existing intersection with signal control option had Levels of Service B during 
both the AM. and P.M. peak hour in the design year 2015_, Levels of Service C during 
both the AM. and P.M. peak hour in the year 2030 and Level of Service D during the 
AM. peak hour and Level of Service C during the P.M. peak hour in the year 2040. 
With this option, northbound and westbound Broadway Street queues will exceed 
available automobile storage which would affect available storage on northbound 
U.S. Highway 101 ramps. 

2. The existing intersection with a two-way stop control option had Levels of Service 
C during both the AM. and P.M. peak hour in the design year 2015, Level of Service C 
during the AM. peak hour and Level of Service D during the P.M. peak hour in the 
year 2030 and Levels of Service F during both the AM. and P.M. peak hour in the 
year 2040. With this option, northbound and westbound Broadway Street queues 
will exceed available automobile storage which would affect available storage on 
northbound U.S. Highway 101 ramps. 

3. The modified intersection with signal control option had Levels of Service C 
during both the AM. and P.M. peak hour in the design year 2015, Levels of Service C 
during both the AM. and P.M. peak hour in the year 2030 and Levels of Service D 
during both the AM. and P.M. peak hour in the year 2040. With this option, 
westbound traffic on Broadway Street will exceed available storage Broadway 
Street during the P.M. peak hour in 2030. 

4. The single lane roundabout control option had Levels of Service A during both the 
AM. and P.M. peak hour in the design year 2015 and Level of Service A during the 
AM. peak hour and Level of Service B during the P.M. peak hour in the year 2030. 
Significant queues are anticipated on westbound Broadway Street during the 2015 
and 2030 AM. and P.M. peak hours. 

5. The single lane roundabout control with the addition of a westbound Broadway 
Street right turn lane option has Level of Service B during the AM. peak hour and 
Level of Service C during the 2040 P.M. peak hour~ 

Based upon the above data, the study concluded "the roundabout (option) is 
expected to provide superior operations compared to the other existing conditions 
and proposed signal modification alternatives." Design options 4 and 5 were 
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ultimately selected by King City. Selection of these design options represents a 
beneficial transportation/ circulation impact. 

Mitigation Measures: 

TC-1 Prior to project construction, a detailed landscape plan shall be prepared and 
approved by the City which identifies the plant material to be introduced in the 
center of the roundabout facility. This plan shall include the specific plant species as 
well as the location and ultimate height of these plants with the goal of insuring that 
lines of sight for drivers from any portions of the roundabout will not be blocked or 
inhibited in any way. 

Im plementation Responsibility: City of King 

Monitoring Agency: City of King 

Timing: Prior to or during project grading or construction. 

15. Utility /Service Systems 

Impacts: Construction and operation of the proposed roundabout project is not 
expected to generate the demand for wastewater treatment or new water sources. 
Project plans do include construction of new connection to or existing storm water 
drainage facilities in order to avoid any significant environmental effects. A minimal 
amount of water will be required during project construction as well as for 
irrigation of vegetation within the roundabout facility. Project construction will also 
generate a minimal amount of solid waste that will be transported to the nearest 
landfill. 

The proposed roundabout will not require construction of new storm water 
drainage infrastructure facilities nor have the need for significant additional water 
supplies. It will be creating several BMP basins with new catch basins that connect 
to existing storm drain lines. Solid waste generated by the proposed roundabout 
will likely be transported to the Marina Landfill facility near Salinas in Monterey 
County. This landfill currently has sufficient capacity to accept the minimal amount 
of solid waste generated by the proposed roundabout in accordance with Federal, 
State and local regulations. 

Mitigation Measures: Given the lack of potentially significant impacts associated 
with utilities and service systems, no mitigation measures are required. 
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III. PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

A. PROJECT LOCATION 

The proposed U.S. Highway 101/Broadway Street roundabout (also referred to 
herein as "the proposed roundabout" or "the proposed project") is located at the 
intersection of East San Antonio Drive, Broadway Street, San Lorenzo Park Road and 
the northbound U.S. Highway 101 on- and off-ramps, all of which are within the City 
of King. This intersection is immediately north of and adjacent to U.S. Highway 101 
and is one of the two primary entry points to King City. U.S. Highway 101 provides 
direct access to Salinas and other destinations to the north as well as to Paso Robles 
and other destinations to the south. U.S. Highway 101 also connects to State Route 
198 which provides access to the Central Valley (see Attachment A, Figures and 
Photographs of this document). 

B. PROJECT SETTING 

The proposed roundabout will be located approximately 100 feet north of the 
existing Broadway Street/San Antonio Drive/San Lorenzo Park Drive intersection 
and U.S. Highway 101 ramps, within the existing City and Caltrans rights-of-way. 
The existing Broadway Street/San Antonio Drive/San Lorenzo Park Drive 
intersection and the U.S. Highway 101 northbound on- and off-ramps are less than 
100 feet apart, which the City considers to be too closely spaced. Two different types 
of traffic controls are currently used at this location. The Broadway Street/San 
Antonio Drive/San Lorenzo Park Road intersection is controlled by a traffic signal, 
while the Broadway Street/U.S. Highway 101 northbound ramp intersection is 
controlled by a two-way stop sign. Given the unique configuration of this 
intersection coupled with the proximity of the northbound freeway on- and off­
ramps, vehicle turning movements are currently restricted during the peak traffic 
hours with traffic often backing up onto the northbound freeway off-ramp. Even 
though the existing signal control can handle AM and PM peak hour traffic levels, the 
current intersection is not considered to operate effectively despite these existing 
peak hour traffic levels. 

The Transportation Agency for Monterey County has recommended that a 
roundabout be constructed at the Broadway Street/San Antonio Drive/Lorenzo 
Park Drive intersection. According to the Regional Roundabout Study, the existing 
intersection signal control and the existing stop control on the U.S. Highway 101 
northbound off-ramp operates with an acceptable delay for the existing traffic, 
however southbound U.S. Highway 101 vehicles exiting onto Broadway Street 
frequently experience vehicle queuing which extends onto the off-ramp. It is difficult 
for northbound vehicles exiting U.S. Highway 101 to turn left onto Broadway Street 
because of the queuing caused by the signalized intersection and the short distance 
between the U.S. Highway 101 northbound off-ramp and the signal. The short 
distance between intersections also makes it difficult for left turning vehicles from 
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Broadway Street to enter the U.S. Highway 101 northbound on-ramp. Thus, the 
efficiency of the intersection is compromised for movements from U.S. Highway 101 
onto Broadway Street. In addition, a roundabout intersection at this location will 
allow enough space to install upgraded access routes for pedestrians, as well as 
bicycles and other multimodal transportation which currently have no facilities. 

Land uses surrounding the intersection include a gas station/convenience store and 
a Denny's restaurant between Broadway Street and the U.S. Highway 101 
northbound off-ramp. North of Broadway Street and east of San Antonio Drive is a 
Days Inn hotel and the King City Cemetery. West of San Antonio Drive and north of 
San Lorenzo Park Road is a medium density residential development, a health care 
facility and a Quality Inn hotel. Immediately south of the Broadway Street/San 
Lorenzo Park Road/San Antonio Drive intersection is the northbound freeway on­
ramp and U.S. Highway 101. This existing intersection provides access to points 
throughout the City. San Lorenzo Park Road parallels the Salinas River and 
terminates approximately one mile west of the existing intersection. San Antonio 
Drive extends north of the existing intersection, while Broadway Street extends 
both to the east, providing access to the downtown area, and to the south. 

The existing intersection is located within the southern portion of the City, 
approximately 700 feet from the southwestern City boundary. Land use 
designations of the surrounding properties include (HSC) Highway Service 
Commercial, (OS) Open Space, (MHDR) Medium High Density Residential, and (LDR) 
Low Density Residential. The City's zoning classifications for the area surrounding 
the proposed project include (H-S) Highway Services District, (R-1) Single Family 
Residential District, and (R-3) Medium High Density Residential District. 

C. PROJECT BACKGROUND 

The Transportation Agency for Monterey County has recommended that a 
roundabout be constructed at the Broadway Street/San Antonio Drive/Lorenzo 
Park Drive intersection. According to the Regional Roundabout Study, the existing 
intersection signal control and the existing stop control on the U.S. Highway 101 
northbound off-ramp operates with an acceptable delay for the existing traffic, 
however southbound U.S. Highway 101 vehicles exiting onto Broadway Street 
frequently experience vehicle queuing which extends onto the off-ramp. It is difficult 
for northbound vehicles exiting U.S. Highway 101 to turn left onto Broadway Street 
because of the queuing caused by the signalized intersection and the short distance 
between the U.S. Highway 101 northbound off-ramp and the signal. The short 
distance between intersections also makes it difficult for left turning vehicles from 
Broadway Street to enter the U.S. Highway 101 northbound on-ramp. Thus, the 
efficiency of the intersection is compromised for movements from U.S. Highway 101 
onto Broadway Street. In addition, a roundabout intersection at this location will 
allow enough space to install upgraded access routes for pedestrians, as well as 
bicycles and other multimodal transportation which currently have no facilities. 
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D. PROJECT OBJECTIVES 

The basic purpose of the proposed roundabout intersection is to alleviate traffic 
congestion on Broadway Street, San Antonio Drive and San Lorenzo Park Road 
while also improving access to and from U.S. Highway 101 via the northbound on­
and off-ramps. The proposed project is also intended to improve traffic circulation 
at the intersection thereby reducing vehicle delay during high traffic periods. Based 
on the City's evaluation of various interchange designs, a roundabout design was 
identified as the most cost-effective means of traffic control at the project location. 
As such, the proposed roundabout configuration will reduce traffic congestion, 
reduce traffic back-ups onto the U.S. Highway 101 northbound off-ramp and most 
importantly improve safety at this location. The proposed project will also 
accommodate multi-modal transportation and non-motorized vehicle access to 
crosswalks and sidewalks, thus improving safety for all users. 

The proposed roundabout intersection will be designed to accomplish the following 
objectives: 

E. 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Reduce congestion at the project intersection and queuing onto the 
freeway, 
Improve safety by simplifying vehicle movements, particularly for 
northbound off-ramp vehicles exiting from U.S. Highway 101 and 
northbound vehicles on Broadway Street turning left onto the freeway, 
Improve safety for pedestrian, bicycle, and other multimodal 
transportation users by installing crosswalks and sidewalks, 
Provide an efficient and safe intersection for agriculture trucks, especially 
when loaded, 
Optimize the roundabout size and location to balance right of way 
constraints with solid roundabout design principles and 
Establish a gateway to Broadway Street and the historic downtown King 
City. 

PROJECT CHARACTERISTICS 

The proposed roundabout intersection will be approximately 130 feet in diameter 
and will be designed to maximize sight lines, provide proper approach angles, and 
regulate entry speeds to ensure safe and efficient traffic circulation. 

Construction of the proposed project will commence with the removal of the 
existing traffic signals and stop sign which currently regulate vehicle traffic at the 
existing Broadway Street/ San Antonio Drive/San Lorenzo Park Road intersection 
and U.S. Highway 101 on- and off-ramps. The proposed project will replace the 
existing traffic controls and will involve a variety of specific roadway improvements 
as listed below. 

Broadway Street - Improvements to Broadway Street include the installation of a 
raised entry/exit median and crosswalk to connect proposed sidewalks and reduce 
the roadway width for traffic calming. The street will have a full section replacement 
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for approximately 125 feet, grind and overlay for approximately 100 feet and full 
restriping. Landscaping will also be installed to the north of the roadway connection 
and adjacent to the existing gas station. 

U.S. Highway 101 Northbound Off-Ramp - The U.S. Highway 101 northbound off­
ramp will have full roadway section replacement for a distance of approximately 30 
feet east of the proposed roundabout intersection, and grind and overlay for 
approximately 60 feet and be restriped for the full length. The existing medians will 
be landscaped and a crosswalk will be installed to connect to the proposed sidewalk 
which will surround the roundabout improvements. 

U.S. Highway 101 Northbound On-Ramp - The U.S. Highway 101 northbound on­
ramp have full roadway section replacement for a distance of approximately 75 feet, 
grind and overlay for approximately 25 feet and be restriped for the full length. A 
crosswalk will also be provided to connect the sidewalks circling the intersection. 

San Antonio Drive - Improvements to San Antonio Drive north of the proposed 
roundabout intersection include installing a sidewalk, crosswalk, and a raised 
entry/exit median with landscaping. The design will adjust lane widths to moderate 
traffic speed. San Antonio Drive north of the proposed roundabout will also have full 
roadway section replacement for a distance of approximately 175 feet, grind and 
overlay for approximately 200 feet and be restriped for the full length. 

San Lorenzo Park Road - Improvements to San Lorenzo Park Road will include a 
raised center median, crosswalk and sidewalks. Landscaping will be installed 
between San Lorenzo Park Road and U.S. Highway 101. San Lorenzo Park Road will 
have full roadway section replacement for a distance of approximately 150 feet, 
grind and overlay for approximately 50 feet and be restriped for the full length. 

Right of Way - The proposed roundabout intersection improvements will encroach 
into approximately 90 feet of Caltrans Right of Way at the median between the U.S. 
Highway 101 northbound on-ramp and San Lorenzo Park Road. 

~ PROJECTAPPROVALS 
The proposed roundabout intersection will require site plan review and approval by 
the City of King. It is also anticipated that an encroachment permit from the 
California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) for the portion of the project 
facilities that extend into the U.S. Highway 101 right-of-way will be required. 

G. PROJECT TIMING 

The preliminary project design is anticipated to be completed by April 1, 2020. At 
that point, detailed project plans will be proposed. It is expected that these detailed 
plans will be completed in approximately one month at which point an application 
for Highway Safety Improvement Plan funding and a construction bid will be 
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prepared. It is estimated that construction of the proposed roundabout intersection 
will require twelve to eighteen months to complete. 

H. PROJECT ALTERNATIVES 

The Regional Roundabout Study prepared by the Transportation Agency for Monterey 
County evaluated several design alternatives for the proposed roundabout intersection. 
These design alternatives include making signal modifications at the existing intersection 
as well as alternative roundabout designs. The Study also evaluated the existing 
intersection configuration to provide a basis for comparison of these project alternatives. 
The estimated operation of each of these designs were evaluated in terms of existing and 
future levels of intersection traffic delay. Based on this analysis, the currently proposed 
roundabout intersection configuration was selected. 
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IV. ENVIRONMENTAL EVALUATION 

The environmental factors checked below would be potentially affected by the 
proposed project, involving at least one impact that is either a "Significant", 
"Unknown Potentially Significant" or "Potentially Significant and Mitigable" impact. 
"Not Significant" impacts are also noted in the following checklist. Impacts that are 
considered beneficial, while not included in the as a checklist option, are also 
discussed in this section. 

1 . Aesthetics 9. Land Use/Planning 

2. Agricultural Resources 10. Noise 

X 3. Air Quality/Greenhouse Gas Emissions 11. Population/Housing 

X 4. Biological Resources 12. Public Services 

X 5. Cultural Resources 13. Recreation 

6. Geoloqv/Soils X 14. Transportation/Circulation 
X 7. Hazards/Hazardous Materials 15. Utility/Service Systems 

8. Hydrology/Water Quality . 

The following checklist indicates the potential level of impact and based upon the 
following categories: 

Significant: 

Unknown, 
Potentially 
Significant: 

Potentially 
Significant and 
Mitigable: 

Not Significant: 

Beneficial: 

Known significant environmental impacts. 

Unknown potentially significant impacts, which require 
further review to determine significance level. 

Potentially significant impacts which can be mitigated to less 
than significant levels. 

Impacts which are not considered significant. 

Impacts which are considered to be beneficial which include 
the following topic areas: air quality, hazards/hazardous 
materials, noise, public services and 
transportation/ circulation. 
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1. AESTHETICS: Significant Unknown, Potentially Not 
Potentially Significant Significant 
Significant And 

Mitigated 
Would the project: 

a. Have a substantial adverse effect on a scenic vista? 

X 

b. Substantially damage scenic resources, including but not 
X limited to, trees, rock outcroppings, and historic buildings 

within view of a state scenic hiqhwav? 
C. Substantially degrade the existing visual character or 

X quality of the site and its surroundinqs? 
d. Create a new source of substantial light or glare, which 

would adversely affect day or nighttime views in the 
X 

area? 

Existing Conditions: The City of King General Plan indicates that the visual and 
scenic resources within southern Monterey County could be considered "scenic" due 
to its rural character and agricultural setting. The Salinas River is located 
approximately 700 feet west of the project site while the San Lorenzo Creek is 
located approximately one mile to the east. U.S. Highway 101, which is located 
immediately to the west of the roundabout project site, is not designated as a State 
Scenic Highway and is not eligible for listing. The closest eligible State Scenic 
Highway is State Route 198, located approximately 9 miles southeast of the project 
site. 

The proposed roundabout site is surrounded by developed land uses at and around 
the intersection of East San Antonio Drive, Broadway Street, and San Lorenzo Park 
Road within King City. Land uses surrounding this intersection are typical urbanized 
uses including a gas station, a convenience store and a Denny's restaurant between 
Broadway Street and the U.S. Highway 101 northbound off ramp. To the north of 
Broadway Street and East of San Antonio Drive is a Days Inn Hotel and the King City 
Cemetery. West of San Antonio Drive and north of San Lorenzo Park Road is a 
medium density residential development, a healthcare facility and a Quality Inn 
Hotel. Immediately south of the Broadway Street/San Antonio Drive/Lorenzo Park 
Road intersection is northbound U.S. Highway 101 and its northbound on- and off­
ramps. The Salinas riverbed, which is located west of the roundabout site, contains 
many large trees and thick ground vegetation. 
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Impacts: Given the nature of the proposed project facilities, those being the 
installation of a roundabout, crosswalks, medians sidewalks and other roadway 
improvements combined with the nature and extent of existing development 
surrounding the site, none of the proposed roundabout project facilities will have a 
substantial adverse effect upon any scenic vistas nor will they degrade any existing 
scenic resources or the visual character or quality of its surroundings. The proposed 
project will not create any new sources of substantial light or glare which would 
affect day or nighttime views in the area. 

Mitigation Measures: Given the lack of potentially significant impacts to aesthetics, 
no additional mitigation measures are recommended. 

2. AGRICULTURAL RESOURCES: Significant Unknown, Potentially Not 
Potentially Significant Significant 
Significant And 

In determining whether impacts to agricultural resources Mitigated 

are significant environmental effects, lead agencies may 
refer to the California Agricultural Land Evaluation and 
Site Assessment Model (1997) prepared by the California 
Department of Conservation as an optional model to use 
in assessing impacts on agriculture and farmland. 

Would the project: 
a. Convert prime farmland, unique farmland, or farmland of 

statewide importance, as shown on the maps prepared 
pursuant to the Farmland Mapping and Monitoring 
Program of the California Resources Agency, to non- X 
aQricultural use? 

b. Conflict with existing zoning for agricultural use, or a 
Williamson Act contract? X 
Involve other changes in the existing environment, which, 

c. due to their location or nature could result in conversion X of farmland, to non-aaricultural use? 

Existing Conditions: The roundabout project site is located in a valley bound by the 
Gabilan Range to the east and the Santa Lucia Range to the west. The Salinas River, 
located west of the project site£ flows in a north and northwest direction. San 
Lorenzo Creek, located approximately one mile east of the project site, flows west 
until it drains into the Salinas River. This valley contains rich soils formed by 
sediments that were carried out of the adjacent mountain ranges. The Valley is 
composed almost entirely of prime agricultural land and is extensively farmed. 

There is no existing farmland within or adjacent to the project site. The California 
Department of Conservation maps indicate that the project site and immediate 
surrounding areas are designated as Urban and Built Up land. The closest prime 
farmland is located approximately one mile to the northeast of the project site along 
San Antonio Drive. Active agriculture operations are ongoing in areas north and 
northeast of the roundabout project site. 

Impacts: All of the proposed improvements associated with the roundabout project 
are located on approximately 4.3 acres that are approximately one mile south of 
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existing farmland. As such, the roundabout project site is not expected to directly 
impact ongoing agricultural activities. 

The proposed project will not directly impact any areas designated as prime 
farmland, unique farmland or farmland of statewide importance nor will they 
conflict with any areas zoned for agricultural use or covered by a Williamson Act 
contract. The proposed project will not result in any conversion of existing farmland 
to non-agricultural use. 

Mitigation Measures: Given the lack of potentially significant impacts to agricultural 
resources, no additional mitigation measures are recommended. 

3. AIR QUALITY/GREENHOUSE GAS Significant Unknown, Potentially Not 

EMISSIONS 
Potentially Significant Significant 
Significant And 

Mitigated 

Would the oroiect: 
a. Conflict with or obstruct implementation of the applicable 

air quality plan? X 

b. Expose of sensitive receptors to substantial pollution 
concentrations (emissions from direct, indirect, mobile and X 
stationary sources)? 

c. Violate any air quality standard or contribute substantially 
X to an existing or projected air quality violation? 

d. Result in a cumulatively considerable net increase of any 
criteria pollutant for which the project region is in non-

X 
attainment under an applicable federal or state ambient air 
quality standard (including releasing emissions, which 
exceed auantitatlve thresholds for ozone orecursors)? 

e. Create objectionable smoke, ash, dust or odors affecting a 
substantial number of people? X 

f. Generate greenhouse gas emissions, either directly or 
indirectly, that may have a significant impact on the X 
environment? 

g. Conflict with an applicable plan, policy or regulation 
adopted for the purpose of reducing the emissions of X 
greenhouse gases? 

The following discussion of air quality conditions and project impacts is based upon 
information contained within the "King City Roundabout - Air Quality Emissions 
Summary" prepared by SCS Engineers dated July 30, 2020. This analysis is included 
in its entirety in Attachment B of this document. 

Existing Conditions: The project site is located within the Monterey Bay Unified Air 
Pollution Control District boundaries which is located within the North Central 
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Coast Air Basin. The District is responsible for air monitoring, permitting, 
enforcement, long-range air quality planning, regulatory development, education 
and public information activities related to air pollution. The District is also 
responsible for the implementation and enforcement of attainment of acceptable 
pollutant levels and maintenance of Federal and State ambient air standards. 

Impacts: Air quality impacts of the proposed roundabout project are assessed in 
terms of both short-term construction impacts and long-term operational impacts. 

Estimated short-term construction pollutant emissions associated with the 
proposed roundabout project were quantified based upon standard construction 
emission rates derived from the California Emissions Estimator Model (CalEEMOD) 
the combination of total days and hours of construction work, the fleet mix and 
equipment emission rates were utilized to quantify estimated emissions of common 
criteria pollutants and greenhouse gases. Particulate matter (PM) emissions related 
to fuel combustion, construction equipment and vehicles has also been estimated. 
Grading activities associated with the proposed roundabout project also have been 
quantified using emission factors recommended by the EPA. Air quality compliance 
within the project area is managed by the Monterey Bay Unified Air Pollution 
Control District. District guidelines state that the anticipated level of ozone 
precursors (such as NOx) associated with project construction have already been 
included in their Air Basin Plan and therefore constitute a less than significant 
impact. 

The District's guidelines have also quantified a significant threshold of 82 pounds 
per day for PM10. Project construction emissions are estimated to be 8.39 pounds 
per day for both combustion and fugitive dust combined. However, this PM10 
emissions rate for fugitive dust assumes the application of dust suppression 
watering as noted in the mitigation measure below. Application of this mitigation 
method, which is a standard construction industry practice, reduces fugitive dust 
emission rates by approximately 68%. Therefore, the estimated PM10 emissions, 
with application of regular site watering, are well below the Districts threshold and 
constitute a less than significant impact. 

The District also requires that short-term construction projects be evaluated for 
potential acute health risks from toxic air contaminant emissions (TAC). Small 
levels ofTAC's such as diesel particulate matter during project construction could be 
produced by construction equipment. According to the Bay Area Air Quality 
Management District (BAAQMD), construction projects of approximately 3 acres in 
size should maintain a 55 meter setback from sensitive receptors in order to 
minimize short-term, acute health risks from TAC's. The nearest residential 
sensitive receptors in the vicinity of the proposed roundabout project are single­
family homes on Bluff Avenue and apartments on San Antonio Drive which are 
located approximately 70 meters from the project construction zone. As such, 
impacts from short-term health risk pollutants are expected to be less than 
significant. 
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. Long-term operational pollutant emissions associated with the proposed 
roundabout project were analyzed using the relative change from the baseline 
existing intersection condition to the fully developed roundabout project. The 
primary variable in this analysis was the change in delay hours at the intersection in 
terms of vehicle hours per year. The existing intersection experiences an annual 
total of 9,295 delay hours while automobiles are waiting to enter the intersection. 
The proposed roundabout design is estimated to result in a total of 3,932 delay 
hours, a net reduction of 5,363 delay hours. This net reduction in vehicle hour 
delays of approximately 5,363 hours per year results in a reduced volume of air 
pollutant emissions associated with the presence of idling or low-speed travel at 
this intersection. This represents a beneficial long-term air quality impact. 

The proposed project will not conflict with or obstruct the implementation of any 
air quality plan, expose sensitive receptors to substantial pollution concentrations, 
violate any established air quality standards or result in a net increase of any 
criteria pollutant for which the region is in non-attainment. The proposed project 
will not create objectionable smoke, ash, dust or odors affecting existing residents 
or other persons in the immediate area. The proposed project will not generate 
significant greenhouse gas emissions or conflict with any applicable plan, policy or 
regulation adopted for the purpose of reducing greenhouse gas emissions. 

Mitigation Measures: 

AQ-1. Water trucks or sprinkler systems shall be used in sufficient quantities to 
prevent airborne dust from leaving the construction site. Increased watering 
frequency will be required whenever when wind speeds exceed 15 mph. Reclaimed 
water, if available, shall be used for dust control and other construction related 
purposes during project construction. 

4. BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES Significant Unknown, Potentially Not 
Potentially Significant Significant 
Significant And 

Mitigated 
Would the project: 
Have a substantial adverse effect, either directly or 
through habitat modifications, on any species identified 

a. 
as a candidate, sensitive, or special status species in 

X 
local or regional plans, policies, or regulations, or by the 
California Department of Fish and Game or U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service? 
Have a substantial adverse effect on any riparian habitat 
or other sensitive natural community identified in local or X b. regional plans, policies, and regulations or by the 
California Department of Fish and Game or U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife service? 
Have a substantial adverse effect on federally protected 
wetlands as defined by Section 404 of the Clean Water X c. Act (including, but not limited to, marsh, vernal pool, 
coastal, etc.) through direct removal, filling, hydrological 
interruption, or other means? 
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Interfere substantially with the movement of any native 

d. 
resident or migratory fish or wildlife species or with 

X 
established native resident or migratory wildlife corridors, 
or impede the use of native wildlife nursery sites? 
Conflict with any local policies or ordinances protecting .x 

e. biological resources, such as a tree preservation policy 

f. 

or ordinance? 
Conflict with the provisions of an adopted Habitat 
Conservation Plan, Natural Community Conservation X 
Plan, or other approved local, regional or state habitat 
conservation olan? 

The following discussion of biological resources conditions and project impacts is 
based upon information contained within the "Biological Resources Letter Report 
for the King City Roundabout, King City, California" prepared by Althouse and 
Meade dated July 24, 2020. This analysis is included in its entirety in Attachment C 
of this document. 

Existing Conditions: A majority of the project area is currently developed. There is, 
however, a small area of ornamental/ landscaped vegetation and non-native wild 
oats grassland species. These three habitats are described below. 

The southern extent of the project area is dominated by a by a small area (0.3 acres 
or approximately 7% of the site) which contains a mixture of non-native annual 
grasses including wild oats, wild mustard, yellow star thistle, Russian thistle, rat tail 
six weeks grass and other non-native annual species. Individual oak trees and a 
small population of coyote brush and holly-leaf red berry lie directly outside this 
project area adjacent to this habitat type. This habitat is typically found on disturbed 
north facing slopes on the northern side of the on and off ramps of Highway 101. No 
special status species were observed within this habitat. 

Ornamental/landscaped vegetation includes ornamental plantings found in a small 
area (0.8 acres or approximately 19% of the site). Ornamental/landscaped species 
within this area include lantana, crepe myrtle, hot-lips sage and ornamental gaura as 
well as several ornamental hedges including red claws and privet. 

Developed areas comprise the majority of the project area (3.2 acres or 
approximately 75% of the site) and include portions of existing roadways, parking 
lots and sidewalks. 

On-site botanical surveys identified 55 plant species comprised of 11 native and 44 
non-native and ornamental species within the project area. A total of 18 wildlife 
species were observed within the project area including those adapted to urban 
land uses. These species include the Northern Mockingbird, European starling and 
house sparrow. Suitable nesting habitat is present within the project area within 
native shrubs and ornamental landscaping within developed features including the 
Highway 101 overpass bridge. Existing land uses preclude the potential presence of 
most sensitive species within the project area. Two special status plant species and 
three special status wildlife species have a low potential to occur within the project 
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area. Based upon an analysis of known ecological requirements, consultation of 
known records and the habitat conditions within the project area, the remaining 
special status plants and special status animal species were determined to have no 
potential to occur due to absence of suitable habitat, soils or other ecological 
conditions. 

Impacts: The proposed roundabout will occupy approximately 2.5 acres when all 
phases of the project are complete. The proposed project would affect only 
previously disturbed habitat including 0.1 acres of wild oats grassland, 0.2 acres of 
ornamental landscaping and 2.2 acres of developed areas. No impacts to native 
habitat would occur due to the proposed project 
Two special status plant species which were determined to have a low potential to 
occur within the project area include the Douglas spine flower and the Elegant wild 
buckwheat. Neither of these species were observed during on-site surveys. As such, 
the proposed project will not impact any special status plant species. 

No sensitive wildlife species were observed during site surveys and have a low 
potential to occur within the project area. These species include Cooper's hawk, the 
Pallid bat and the Western bumble bee. There is a low potential for Cooper's hawk 
to occur within the study area as there is potentially suitable foraging habitat for 
this species but no suitable nesting habitat. A variety of other native birds protected 
under the Migratory Bird Treaty Act, may utilize habitat within the project area. As 
such, the mitigation measure provided below is intended to avoid impacts to nesting 
birds. 

The Pallid bat was dete.rmined to have a low potential to occur within the project 
area utilizing drainage holes under the Highway 101 Road Bridge. However, due to 
the high level of noise and human disturbance, this area is not suitable for a 
maternal roost. There is a low potential for this area to be used as a night roost. If 
present, roosting Pallid Bats may be temporarily disturbed by construction noise, 
but no permanent impact to the species are anticipated. 

The Western Bumblebee may utilize ornamental flowers as a suitable nectar source 
for this species. However, this species has a low potential to occur within the project 
area. While approximately 0.2 acres of potential foraging habitat for this species 
could be impacted by the proposed project, landscaping will be installed as part of 
the project and there will be many other landscaped areas in the immediate vicinity 
to provide a food source for this species. However, impacts to the species, if present, 
are also anticipated to be negligible. 

The proposed roundabout project is not anticipated to have a substantial adverse 
effect: on any riparian habitat or other sensitive natural community identified in 
local or regional plans, policies and regulations or on federally protected wetlands 
as defined by Section 404 of the Clean Water Act The proposed project will not 
interfere substantially with the movement of any resident or migratory fish or 
wildlife species or with established native resident or migratory wildlife corridors. 
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The proposed project will not conflict with any local policies or ordinances 
protecting biological resources. 

Mitigation Measures: 

BR-1. If project construction is planned to occur between February 1st and August 
31st and within one week of ground disturbance activities, a preconstruction nesting 
bird survey shall be conducted by a qualified biologist. If surveys do not locate 
nesting birds, construction activities may be conducted. If nesting birds are located, 
no construction activity shall occur within 100 feet of non-raptor bird nests and 500 
feet of ra.ptor nests until checks are fledged. The qualified biologist may increase or 
decrease the buffer on a case-by-case basis in consultation with the California 
Department of Fish and wildlife if the species, location, topography or work scope 
support this determination. A preconstruction nesting bird survey report detailing 
survey findings and recommendations for appropriate worker and project related 
avoidance shall also be provided to the City as Lead Agency. 

5. CULTURAL RESOURCES Significant Unknown, Potentially Not 
Potentially Significant Significant 
Significant And 

Mitigated 

Would the project: 
a. Cause a substantial adverse change in the significance 

of a historical resource as defined in CEQA Guidelines 
X Section 15064.5. 

b. Cause a substantial adverse change in the significance 
of an archaeological resource pursuant to CEQA 

X .Guidelines Section 15064.5? 
C. Directly or indirectly destroy a unique paleontological 

X resource or site or unioue cieoloci ic feature? 
d. Disturb any human remains, including those interred 

X 
outside of formal cemeteries? 

The following discussion of cultural resources conditions and project impacts is 
based upon information contained within the "Cultural Resource Inventory Survey 
of an Intersection With San Antonio Road, Broadway Street and San Lorenzo Park 
Drive, King City, Monterey County, California" prepared by Cultural Resource 
Management Services dated September, 2020. This analysis is included in its 
entirety in Attachment D of this document. 

Existing Conditions: Archaeological evidence indicates that the Interior Coast 
Ranges have a long history of occupation by Native American groups, perhaps 
extending back 10,000 years or more. 

The earliest evidence of Native American occupation is from the Early 
Holocene/Millingstone period (9000 Before Present or BP to 5500 BP). Artifacts 
found in the San Luis reservoir area include millingstones, handstones, small shaped 
mortars and pestles, simple flaked stone tools, perforated stone pendants and beads 
made from shells. 
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The Early Period (5500 BP to 2500 BP) was marked by the appearance of mortars 
and pestles, projectiles and other artifacts including large beads, side-notched 
projectile points, milling slabs and handstones. Early Period artifacts have been 
found along the ridge tops between Pacheco Pass and Priest Valley as well as at 
several sites within Camp Roberts. 

The Middle Period (2500 BP to 1000 BP) is well represented at sites along the 
central coast and increasingly in interior regions as well. The types of artifacts found 
during this period are similar to those from the Early Period, however, the nature 
and extent of these artifacts produced evidence that intensive occupation of the 
upland valleys and drainages occurred throughout most of this period. 

The Middle Late and Late /Historic Periods (700 BP to Historic Contact) was 
marked by disruption in settlement patterns and subsistence activities and periods 
of severe and prolonged drought. Artifacts are characterized by bowl mortars, 
shaped pestles, and tapered stemmed projectile points. Artifacts from this period 
include new shell and bead types, side notched triangular arrow points and many 
artifacts found in earlier periods. The extent of human occupation of this area is 
well-documented at Camp Roberts, Fort Hunter Liggett and Santa Isabel Ranch near 
Paso Robles. 

At the time of European contact, the surrounding region was occupied by Salinan 
people. Salinan territory extended along the coast and inland to the crest of the 
Coast Range. To the northwest and northeast were the Esselen and the Ohlone, to 
the south were the Chumash and to the east )ived the Tachi and the Tulamni bands 
of the Southern Valley Yokuts. Nearly all of Central California's original inhabitants 
practiced a semi-sedentary hunting and gathering economy. 

No prehistoric archaeological sites have been recorded within the areas 
surrounding the roundabout project site. However, one piece of debirage, stone 
flakes that are the result of stone tool manufacture or maintenance, was found in 
2018 north of the study area. The lack of archaeological sites in the immediate 
vicinity of King City is consistent with the ethnographic literature that places 
villages at the edge of the Salinas Valley with a lack of settlements on the valley 
floor. However, more temporary occupations along the Salinas River and San 
Lorenzo Creek may have been part of the settlement system, now obscured or 
eroded by the meandering river or creek channels. 

Impacts: The roundabout project site and surrounding areas are highly disturbed 
and developed and are not expected to contain any known archaeological, 
paleontological or historic resources. Walkover surveys of the project area did not 
observe or discover evidence of a sacred/religious site, evidence of Native American 
remains, evidence of anything of archaeological or paleontological significance or 
positive findings of historical significance. 
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However, in the event that significant archaeological or paleontological resources 
are discovered during project grading or construction, these resources will either be 
excavated or protected in a manner consistent with all applicable State and local 
laws. If necessary, all construction work will be halted in order for these resources 
to be evaluated by a qualified professional. 

Mitigation Measures: The City, in 2019, adopted an updated and detailed list of 
mitigation measures related to cultural resources impacts that are applicable to all 
development applications. These measures are summarized below. 

CR-1. Prior to excavation and construction on the project site, the prime 
construction contractor or any subcontractor(s) shall be cautioned on the legal 
and/or regulatory implications of knowingly destroying historic or prehistoric 
cultural resources or removing artifacts such as, but not limited to, prehistoric 
groundstone, projectile points, shell middens, or debitage, human remains, historic 
materials such as, but not limited to, bottles or cans and other cultural materials 
from the project site. 

CR-2. Prior to any demolition, excavation, or construction, the Applicant shall 
identify a qualified archaeologist to be on call if any cultural resources are identified, 
or if required by the City, when project excavation of four feet or greater is needed. 
The City shall approve the selected archaeologist prior to issuance of any permit 
that includes soil disturbance. When excavation of greater than four feet is 
anticipated, a Tribal Monitor may be required. 

CR-:3. Prior to any soil disturbing activities to search for surface evidence of 
historical or prehistoric cultural resources and if a project survey has not been 
conducted as part of the project application process, the archaeologist shall conduct 
a pedestrian survey of the project site. The archaeologist shall be authorized to 
perform spot check monitoring of subsurface construction for potential cultural 
resources and analyze and evaluate those artifacts or resources that may be 
uncovered. The qualified archaeologist shall also have the authority to temporarily 
halt excavation and construction activities in the immediate vicinity (within a SO­
meter radius or approximately 164 feet) of a find if significant or potentially 
significant cultural resources are exposed and/or adversely affected by construction 
operations. 

CR-4. In the event of a find, reasonable time shall be allowed for the qualified 
archaeologist to conduct additional subsurface testing, analysis and reporting, if 
warranted. During this time, excavation and construction shall not be allowed in the 
immediate vicinity of the find (within a SO-meter radius or approximately 164 feet 
or within a larger area as determined by the qualified archaeologist). However, 
activities may continue in other areas of the project site, if so determined by the 
qualified archaeologist. 
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CR-5. All cultural materials recovered as part of the testing or monitoring program 
shall be subject to scientific analysis, professional museum curation and reporting 
prepared according to current professional standards. 

CR-6. In accordance with State CEQA Guidelines, Section 15064.S (e)(1)(A)(B), in 
the event of discovery or recognition of any human remains on the project site 
during development, the following steps should be taken. There shall be no further 
excavation or disturbance of the site or any area reasonably suspected to overlie 
adjacent human remains until the coroner is contacted to determine that no 
investigation of the cause of death is required. Possible indications of burials could 
include a layer of shells placed over the burial. If the coroner determines the 
remains to be Native American, then the coroner shall contact the Native American 
Heritage Commission within 24 hours. The Commission shall identify the person or 
persons it believes to be the most likely descendent of the deceased Native 
American. The most likely descendent may then make recommendations to the 
landowner or person responsible for the excavation work, for the means of treating 
or disposing of, with appropriate dignity, the human remains and associated grave 
goods as provided in the Public Resources Code. 

CR-7. The applicant or their authorized representative shall rebury the Native 
American human remains and associated grave goods with appropriate dignity on 
the property in a location not subject to further disturbance. 

6. GEOLOGY /SOILS Significant Unknown, Potentially Not 
Potentially Significant Significant 
Significant And 

Mitigated 
Would the project: 

a. Expose people or structures to potential substantial 
adverse effects, including the risk of loss, injury, or death X 
involving: 

i) Rupture of a known earthquake fault, as delineated on 
the most recent Alquist-Priolo Earthquake Fault Zoning X 
Map issued by the State Geologist or based on other 
substantial evidence of a known fault? 

ii) Strong seismic around shakina? X 
iii) Seismic-related ground failure, including liquefaction? X 
iv) Landslides? 

X 
b. Result in substantial erosion or the loss of toosoil? X 
c. Be located on a geologic unit or soil that is unstable, or 

that would become unstable as a result of the project, X 
and potentially result in on or off-site landslide, lateral 
spreadinq, subsidence, liquefaction or collapse? 

d. Be located on expansive soil, as defined in Table 18-1-B X of the Uniform Building Code (1994), creating substantial 
risks to life or orooertv? 

e. Have soils incapable of adequately supporting the use of 
septic tanks or alternative wastewater disposal systems X 
where sewers are not available for the disposal of 
wastewater? 
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Existing Conditions: The roundabout project site is located in the Salinas Valley 
between the Santa Lucia Range to the west and the Gabilan Range to the east. Runoff 
from these mountain ranges forms the Salinas River which flows through the valley 
in a south to north direction within or adjacent to King City. 

The project area contains three soil types. The Pico Fine Sandy Loam comprises a 
large majority (93%) of the project site and is very deep and well-drained. This soil 
type is typically found on mild-to-moderate slopes formed from alluvium derived 
from sedimentary rocks. The permeability of this soil type is rapid and its water 
retention capacity is moderate to high. The Mocho Silty Clay Loam is found in the 
eastern portion of the project area (6%). This soil type is very deep, well drained 
and a nearly level soil typical of alluvial fans and planes. It is formed in alluvium 
weathered from sedimentary rocks. The permeability of this soil type is moderately 
slow and its water retention capacity is moderate. The Xerorthents soil type is found 
in a small area in the western portion of the study area (1 %). This soil type is very 
deep and well-drained and is found at the foot of moderate and steep slopes and its 
water retention capacity is very high. Nearly all of the soils within King city are 
categorized as Class I or Class II soils within the Soil Conservation Service Land 
Capability Rating. These soil types do not present any significant limitations for 
construction. 

According to the King City Housing Element, no known seismic faults are located 
within the City. None of the soil types within the City are known to be subject to 
liquefaction, except for soils immediately adjacent to the Salinas River and San 
Lorenzo Creek. The nearest fault to the roundabout project site is the Espinoza Fault 
which is within the Rinconada fault zone located approximately 5 miles west of the 
roundabout project site. The San Andreas Fault is located approximately 14 miles to 
the east of the City. 

The roundabout site is relatively flat and is located within existing roadway 
sidewalks landscaped areas and medians project construction would involve the 
removal of existing hard scape and minor grading as preparation for construction of 
the proposed project 

Impacts: The proposed project is not expected to expose people or structures to 
geologic and soils hazards in areas containing the proposed project facilities. All 
proposed project facilities will be required to meet all applicable requirements 
contained in the City Building Code. 

The proposed project is not expected to expose people or structures to substantial 
geologic risks due to the rupture of a known earthquake fault, strong seismic ground 
shaking or seismic related ground failure including liquefaction. Given the relatively 
flat topography of areas containing the proposed project facilities, little in the way of 
landslides, substantial erosion or exposure to unstable or expansive soils are 
expected to occur. The proposed project does not involve the use of septic tanks or 
alternative wastewater disposal systems. 
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Mitigation Measures: Given the lack of potentially significant impacts due to geology 
and soils, no mitigation measures are recommended. 

7. HAZARDS/HAZARDOUS MATERIALS Significant Unknown, Potentially Not 
Potentially Significant Significant 
Significant And 

Mitigated 

Would the project: 
a. Create a significant hazard to the public or the 

environment through the routine transport, use, or X 
disoosal of hazardous materials? 

b. Create a significant hazard to the public or the 
environment through reasonably foreseeable upset and X 
accident conditions involving the release of hazardous 
materials into the environment? 

C. Emit hazardous emissions or handle hazardous or 
X acutely hazardous materials, substances, or waste within 

one-auarter mile of an existino or proposed school? 
d. Be located on a site which is included on a list of 

hazardous materials sites compiled pursuant to X 
Government Code Section 65962:5 and, as a result, 
would create a significant hazard to the public or the 
environment? 

e. Impair implementation of or physically interfere with an 
X adopted emergency response plan or emergency 

evacuation plan? 
f. Expose people or structures to a significant risk of loss, X 

injury or death involving wildland fires, including where 
wildlands are adjacent to urbanized areas or where 
residences are intermixed with wildlands? 

Existing Conditions: According to the State Water Resources Control Board 
Geo"rracker database, there are eight known · hazardous materials sites within one 
quarter-mile of the roundabout project site. Two of the sites, located at 1140 
Broadway St. and 1137 Broadway St., are adjacent to the proposed project 
boundaries. Of the two, only the site at 1140 Broadway St. is an open case; the 
remaining sites do not have any open cases or violations listed. 

The site at 1137 Broadway St. has two listings. One is for a leak at the former 
Chevron gas station which was closed in August, 2000. No subsequent violations 
have occurred at this location. The other listing was an underground storage tank 
which is located under the current Valero gas station but no violations are listed. 

The site at 1140 Broadway St. is listed as a leaking underground storage tank 
cleanup site. This site is listed due to the potential contaminant of concern being 
gasoline. The site is classified with an Open Site Assessment which is defined as a 
"Site characterization, investigation, risk evaluation and/or site conceptual model 
development is occurring at the site. Examples of such site assessment activities 
include, but are not limited to, identification of the contaminants in the investigation 
of their potential impacts, determination of the threats/impacts to water quality, 
evaluation of the risk to humans and ecology, delineation of the nature and extent of 
contamination, delineation of the contaminant plumes and development of the Site 
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Conceptual Model." This site was the subject of two Open Site Assessments 
performed in 1993 and again in 2015. The site has not been closed. 

Impacts: The proposed roundabout project will not create a significant hazard to 
the public or the environment through the routine use and disposal of hazardous 
materials nor will it create a significant hazard to the public or the environment 
through reasonably foreseeable upset and accident conditions involving the release 
of hazardous materials into the environment. The proposed project will not emit 
hazardous emissions or handle hazardous materials substances or waste within one 
quarter mile of an existing or proposed school. The proposed roundabout will not 
impair or interfere with implementation of an adopted emergency response plan or 
emergency evacuation plan and will not expose people or structures to significant 
risk of loss, injury or death involving wildfires. As noted above, roundabout project 
site is located within the vicinity of several known hazardous materials sites. For 
that reason, the mitigation measure provided below is intended to avoid impacts 
from these hazardous materials site. 

The proposed roundabout project is intended to facilitate traffic flows and reduce 
wait times as compared to the existing intersection configuration. As such, 'the 
future use of this intersection will likely reduce the potential for accidents and/or 
spills of hazardous materials being transported to and from King City. The improved 
configuration of this intersection will also facilitate the ability for emergency 
vehicles trying to access locations within or outside of King City. This represents a 
beneficial hazards/hazardous materials impact. 

Mitigation Measures: 

HM-1 -Prior to any grading or construction on the roundabout project site, a 
Hazardous Materials Technical Memorandum shall be prepared for review and 
approval by the City of King. This Technical Memorandum will identify any potential 
hazardous materials sites that could impact the construction or future utilization of 
the proposed roundabout project as well as any possible mitigations to reduce any 
potentially significant impacts to a level of insignificance. 

8. HYDROLOGY/WATER QUALITY Significant Unknown, Potentially Not 
Potentially Significant Significant 
Significant And 

Mitiqated 
a. Violate any water quality standards or waste discharge 

requirements? X 

b. Substantially deplete groundwater supplies or interfere 
substantially with groundwater recharge such that there 
would be a net deficit in aquifer volume or a lowering of X 
the local groundwater table level (e.g., the production 
rate of pre-existing nearby wells would drop to a level 
which would not support existing land uses or planned 
uses for which permits have been granted)? 
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C. Substantially alter the existing drainage pattern on the 
site or area, including through the alteration of the course 
of a stream or river, in a manner which would result in X 
substantial erosion or siltation on or off-site? 

d. Substantially alter the existing drainage pattern on the 
site or area, including through the alteration of the course 
of a stream or substantially increase the rate or amount X 
of surface runoff in a manner, which would result in 
floodinq on- or off-site? 

e. Create or contribute runoff water which would exceed the 
capacity of existing or planned stormwater drainage 
systems or provide substantial additional sources of X 
polluted runoff or fail to meet the new CCRWQCB 
standards for stormwater control? 

f. Otherwise substantially derirade water quality? X 
g. Place housing within a 100-year flood hazard area as 

mapped on a federal flood hazard boundary or flood X 
insurance rate map or other flood hazard delineation 
map? 

h. Expose people or structures to a significant risk of loss, 
X 

i. 

injury or death involving flooding, including flooding as a 
result of the failure of a levee or dam? 
Expose people or structure to Inundation by seiche, 

X tsunami, or mudflow? 

Existing Conditions: The nearest river to the roundabout project site is the Salinas 
River which is approximately 700 feet to the south and west of the existing 
intersection and approximately 550 feet from the southernmost roadway 
improvements on Broadway Street under US Highway 101. There are no waters 
including rivers, streams, lakes, wetlands or sloughs within or adjacent to the 
project site. The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) Insurance Rate 
Map indicates that the project site is not at risk from a 100-year flood event. This 
Map also indicates that the project site is located in a Zone X flood hazard area that 
is defined as an area of Minimal Flood Hazard. The roundabout project site is not 
located in proximity to a sole-source aquifer, the nearest of which is located 
approximately 62 miles to the east underlying the Central Valley within Fresno 
County and the Sierra Nevada Mountains. 

Impacts: Stormwater runoff from project grading and construction may potentially 
impact surface stormwater quality. All design measures for stormwater pollution 
control shall comply with the requirements of the City Municipal Code Section 
17.56.100 Stormwater Pollution Prevention. These standards protect against 
stormwater pollution during project grading and construction. 

Given adherence to these requirements, project construction will not violate any 
water quality standards or waste discharge requirements, substantially deplete 
groundwater supplies or substantially alter existing drainage patterns or create or 
contribute runoff water which would exceed the capacity of existing or planned 
storm water discharge systems or otherwise degrade water quality. In addition, the 
proposed project will not place any structures within a 100-year floodplain hazard 
area or expose people or structures to significant loss, injury or death involving 
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flooding. Project facilities will not be exposed to inundation due to a seiche, tsunami 
ormudflow. 

Mitigation Measures: Given the lack of potentially significant impacts related to 
hydrology /water quality, no mitigation measures are recommended. 

9. LAND USE AND PLANNING Significant Unknown, Potentially Not 
Potentially Significant Significant 
Significant And 

Mitigated 
Would the oroiect: 

a. Physically divide an established community? 

X 
b. Conflict with any applicable iand use plan, poiicy, or 

regulation of an agency with jurisdiction over the project 
(including, but not limited to, the general plan, specific 
plan, local coastal program, or zoning ordinance) X 
adopted for the purpose of avoiding or mitigating an 
environmental effect? 

C. Conflict with any applicable habitat conservation plan or 
natural community conservation plan? X 

Existing Conditions: The proposed roundabout site is located at the intersection of 
East San Antonio Drive, Broadway Street, and San Lorenzo Park Road within King 
City. Land uses surrounding this intersection include a gas station and convenience 
store, and Denny's restaurant between Broadway Street and the U.S. Highway 101 
northbound off ramp. To the north of Broadway Street and East of San Antonio 
Drive is a Days Inn Hotel and the King City Cemetery. West of San Antonio Drive and 
north of San Lorenzo Park Road is a medium density residential development, a 
healthcare facility and a . Quality Inn Hotel. Immediately south of the Broaqway 
Street/San Antonio Drive/Lorenzo Park Road intersection is northbound U.S. 
Highway 101 and its northbound on- ·and off-ramps. 

Surrounding the proposed roundabout site is a variety of City land-use designations 
including (HSC) Highway Service Commercial, (OS) Open Space, (MHDR) Medium 
High Density Residential and (LDR) Low Density Residential. The City's zoning 
classifications for the areas surrounding the proposed project include (H-S) 
Highway Services, (R-1) Single Family Residential and (R-3) Medium High Density 
Residential. 

Impacts: The proposed project will not physically divide an established community 
nor conflict with any applicable land use plan, policy or regulation of an agency with 
jurisdiction over the project area. The proposed project will also not conflict with 
any applicable habitat conservation plan or natural community conservation plan. 

The proposed project may indirectly induce changes in land use as a result of 
improved traffic circulation within the northern portions of King City. The proposed 
project will not, however, directly cause a change in any existing or future City land 
use or zoning designations. 
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Mitigation Measures: Given the lack of potentially significant land use and planning 
impacts, no mitigation measures are recommended. 

10. NOISE Significant Unknown, Potentially Not 
Potentially Significant Significant 
Significant And 

Mitigated 
Would the project: 

a. Expose people to, or generate, noise levels exceeding 
established standards in the local general plan, coastal X 
plan, noise ordinance or other applicable standards of 
other agencies? 

b. Expose persons to or generate excessive ground borne 
X vibration or Qround borne noise levels? 

c. Cause a substantial permanent increase in ambient 
X noise levels in the project vicinity above levels existing 

without the project? 
d. Cause a substantial temporary or periodic increase in 

X 
ambient noise levels in the project vicinity above levels 
existing without the oroiect? 

Existing Conditions: The primary source of noise at the existing intersection is 
automobile traffic that is controlled by traffic signals and stop signs. Ambient noise 
levels are currently well within acceptable levels. On-site noise measurements 
indicate an average ambient noise level of approximately 57 dBA. 

Impacts: Project grading and construction ·is expected to generate construction 
noise which represents a short-term impact on ambient noise levels. The primary 
source of construction noise is heavy equipment including, but not limited to, 
trenching equipment, trucks, concrete mixers and portable generators that can 
reach high levels. The peak noise level for most of the heavy equipment that will be 
used during project construction is 70 to 95 dBA at a distance of 50 feet. At 200 feet, 
the peak construction noise levels range from 58 to 83 dBA. At 400 feet, the peak 
noise levels range from 52 to 77 dBA. These noise levels are based upon worst-case 
conditions. Typically, construction-related noise levels near the construction site 
will be less. Construction-related noise impacts are considered to be short-term and 
temporary. 

Long-term operations of the proposed roundabout project are not expected to 
increase ambient traffic noise levels beyond those curr:ently impacting the existing 
land uses surrounding the project site. The reduction in the amount of stop and go 
traffic associated with the proposed roundabout is expected to reduce long-term 
noise levels in areas adjacent to the roundabout. This represents a beneficial noise 
impact. 

Mitigation Measures: Given the lack of potentially significant noise impacts to 
adjacent areas, no mitigation measures are recommended. 
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11. POPULATION AND HOUSING Significant Unknown, Potentially Not 
Potentially Significant Significant 
Significant And 

Mitigated 

Would the project: 
a. Displace substantial numbers of people, necessitating 

the construction of replacement housing elsewhere? X 

b. Displace substantial numbers of existing housing, 
necessitating the construction of replacement housing X 
elsewhere? 

C. Induce substantial growth in an area either directly (for 
example, by proposing new homes and businesses) or 
indirectly (e.g. through extension of roads or other X 
infrastructure)? 

Existing Conditions: The City of King currently has a total population of 14,274 and 
a housing total of 3,382. 

Impacts: The proposed roundabout will generate employees during project 
construction. However, this generation of employees is considered to be a short­
term, insignificant impact. Once project construction is completed, the proposed 
roundabout will not generate any additional long-term employees. As such, the lack 
of any long-term employee generation will negate the potential demand for 
additional housing. 

Mitigation Measures: Given the lack of potentially significant impacts to population 
and housing, no mitigation measures are recommended. 

12. PUBLIC SERVICES Significant Unknown, Potentially Not 
Potentially Significant Significant 
Significant And 

Would the project result in substantial adverse physical Mitigated 
impacts associated with the provision of new or physically 
altered governmental facilities, need for new or physically 
altered governmental facilities, the construction of which 
could cause significant environmental impacts, In order to 
maintain acceptable service ratios, response times or other 
performance objectives for any of the following public 
services: 

a. Fire protection? 

X 

b. Police protection? X 
C. Schools? 

X 

d. Parks or other recreational facilities? X 
e. Other governmental services? X 

Existing Conditions: The City of King Fire Department currently provides fire 
protection and emergency rescue services to the city. Their headquarters are 
located at 422 Bassett Street. Law enforcement services are currently provided by 
the City Police Department. Their headquarters are located at 415 Bassett Street. 
School services are provided by the King City Union School District (pre-K through 
8th grade); their administrative offices are located at 104 South Vanderhurst Street. 
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The South Monterey County Joint Union High School District (grades 9 through 12) 
has administrative offices located at 800 Broadway Street. The City also provides a 
variety ofrecreational services as noted in Section 13, Recreation. 

Impacts: As noted above, the proposed project will not result in any additional long­
term employees and, as such, will not generate any additional demand upon existing 
fire protection, police protection, schools, parks, other recreational facilities or other 
governmental services. It should be noted that the proposed roundabout will 
provide a safer traffic intersection which will likely benefit law enforcement, fire 
protection and emergency services. This represents a beneficial public services 
impact 
Mitigation Measures: Given the lack of potentially significant impacts to public 
services, no mitigation measures are recommended. 

13. RECREATION Significant Unknown, Potentially Not 
Potentially Significant Significant 
Significant And 

Would the project: Mitioated 
a. Increase the use of existing neighborhood and regional 

parks or other recreational facilities such that substantial 
physical deterioration of the facility would occur or be X 
accelerated? 

b. Include recreational facilities or require the construction 
or expansion of recreational facilities, which might have X 
an adverse ohvsical effect on the environment? 

Existing Conditions: Existing recreation facilities within King City include a city park 
located at Division and South Vanderhurst Street, Forden Park located at Rio Vista 
and Forden Drive, San Antonio Park located at San Antonio and Bedford Drive, 
Creekbridge Baseball/Softball Park located at San Antonio Drive and Mildred Street, 
Cambridge Soccer Park located at Meyer Street and San Antonio Drive and a pocket 
park located at King and Beech Streets. In addition, the City has an aquatics facility 
located at 401 Division Street. 

Impacts: The pr(?posed roundabout will generate employees during project 
construction. However, this generation of employees is considered to be a short­
term, insignificant impact. Once project construction is completed, the proposed 
roundabout will not generate any additional long-term employees. As such, the lack 
of any long-term employee generation will negate the potential demand upon 
existing neighborhood and regional parks or other local recreational facilities. The 
proposed project will also not require the construction or expansion of recreational 
facilities. 

Mitigation Measures: Given the lack of potentially significant impacts to recreation 
facilities, no mitigation measures are required. 

14. TRANSPORTATION/CIRCULATION Significant Unknown, Potentially Not 
Potentially Significant Significant 
Significant And 

Would the project: Mitigated 
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a. Cause an increase in traffic, which is substantial in 
relation to the existing traffic load and capacity of the 

X street system (i.e. result in a substantial increase in 
either the number of vehicle trips, the volume to capacity 
ratio on roads, or conaestion at intersections)? 

b. Exceed, either individually or cumulatively, a level of 
X service standard established by the county congestion 

manaaement aaencv for desionated roads or hlohwavs? 
C. Result in a change in air traffic patterns, including either 

X an increase in traffic levels or a change in location that 
results in substantial safety risks? 

d. Substantially increase hazards due to a design feature 
(e.g. limited sight visibility, sharp curves or dangerous 

X 
intersections) or incompatible uses (e.g. farm 
equipment)? 

e. Result in inadequate emergency access? X 
f. Result in inadeauate oarkina caoacitv? X 
g. Conflict with adopted policies supporting alternative 

X transportation (e.a. bus turnouts, bicvcle racks)? 

The following discussion of transportation/circulation conditions and project 
impacts is based upon information contained within the "Regional Roundabout 
Study Utilizing Caltrans' Intersection Control Evaluation" prepared by the firm of 
Kittelson & Associates, Inc. on behalf of the Transportation Agency for Monterey 
County dated July 30, 2020. This analysis is included in its entirety in Attachment e 
of this document. 

Existing Conditions: The Broadway Street at San Antonio Dr./US Highway 101 
northbound ramp intersection is located at the confluence of Broadway Street, East 
San Antonio Drive, San Lorenzo Drive and the northbound on and off ramps of US 
Highway 101. The Broadway Street at San Antonio Dr./US Highway 101 northbound 
ramp intersection is actually two closely spaced intersections with two types of 
traffic control. The Broadway Street at San Antonio Dr. intersection is controlled by 
a traffic signal. The Broadway Street at the US Highway 101 northbound ramp is 
controlled by a two-way stop. This existing intersection configuration provides the 
basis for comparison of project impacts involving the proposed roundabout project 
as discussed below. 

Impacts: The proposed roundabout roadway involves the removal of existing traffic 
signals and roadway improvements including but not limited to resurfacing, 
restriping, installation of sidewalks and landscaping of medians to San Antonio 
Drive, San Lorenzo Park Road, Broadway Street and the US Highway 101 
northbound on- and off-ramps. 

The proposed roundabout will generate employees and automobile trips during 
project construction. The proposed project is estimated to require the average of 
approximately ten employees at one time during project construction. Assuming a 
worst-case automobile trip generation factor of four vehicle trips per employee per 
day, a total of forty vehicle trips per day will be added onto local roadways by 
construction employees. This generation of traffic is considered to be a short-term, 
insignificant impact. 
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Once project construction is completed, the proposed roundabout will not generate 
any additional automobile trips. It is assumed that maintenance and oversight of the 
roundabout operations will occur without the substantial addition of cars or trucks 
onto local roadways. 

The proposed project will not cause a substantial increase in traffic and will not 
exceed any level of service standards on any local roadways. The proposed project 
will not result in any changes in air traffic patterns or exposure to local roadway 
hazards. Given the lack of additional vehicle trips, the proposed project will not 
result in inadequate emergency access or parking capacity. However, the final 
design of the vegetation within the center of the roundabout could, if not properly 
designed, inhibit the driver's ability to see other cars either approaching or within 
the roundabout. For that reason, the mitigation measure provided below is intended 
to avoid impacts resulting from the blockage of views for drivers from various 
vantage points within the roundabout. 

The Regional Roundabout Study identified and evaluated the existing and proposed 
intersection control options that were considered for the existing roundabout 
intersection. The five options that were analyzed include: 1) the existing 
intersection with a signal control; 2) the existing intersection with a two-way stop 
control; 3) a modified intersection with signal control: 4) a single lane roundabout 
configuration and 5) a single lane roundabout configuration with the addition of a 
westbound Broadway Street right- turn lane that will be required between the years 
2030 and 2040. The results of the analysis of these five intersection options are 
sumr:narized below in terrns oflevels of service at the_ years 2015, 2030 and 2040. 

By way of background, Levels of Service A through C are generally considered 
acceptable traffic levels when evaluating roadway and intersection capacity. Level of 
Service D is sometime considered acceptable \\:hen evaluating roadway and 
intersection capacity within highly urbanized areas. Otherwise, Levels of Service D 
and F are generally considered unacceptable. 

1. The existing intersection with signal control option had Levels of Service B during 
both the AM. and P.M. peak hour in the design year 2015, Levels of Service C during 
both the AM. and P.M. peak hour in the year 2030 and Level of Service D during the 
AM. peak hour and Level of Service C during the P.M. peak hour in the year 2040. 
With this option, northbound and westbound Broadway Street queues will exceed 
available automobile storage which would affect available storage on northbound 
U.S. Highway 101 ramps. 

2. The existing intersection with a two-way stop control option had Levels of Service 
C during both the AM. and P.M. peak hour in the design year 2015, Level of Service C 
during the AM. peak hour and Level of Service D during the P.M. peak hour in the 
year 2030 and Levels of Service F during both the AM. and P.M. peak hour in the 
year 2040. With this option, northbound and westbound Broadway Street queues 
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will exceed available automobile storage which would affect available storage on 
northbound U.S. Highway 101 ramps. 

3. The modified intersection with signal control option had Levels of Service C 
during both the AM. and P.M. peak hour in the design year 2015, Levels of Service C 
during both the AM. and P.M. peak hour in the year 2030 and Levels of Service D 
during both the AM. and P.M. peak hour in the year 2040. With this option, 
westbound traffic on Broadway Street will exceed available storage Broadway 
Street during the P.M. peak hour in 2030. 
4. The single lane roundabout control option had Levels of Service A during both the 
AM. and P.M. peak hour in the design year 2015 and Level of Service A during the 
AM. peak hour and Level of Service B during the P.M. peak hour in the year 2030. 
Significant queues are anticipated on westbound Broadway Street during the 2015 
and 2030 AM. and P.M. peak hours. 

5. The single lane roundabout control with the addition of a westbound Broadway 
Street right turn lane option has Level of Service B during the AM. peak hour and 
Level of Service C during the 2040 P.M. peak hour, 

Based upon the above data the study concluded "the roundabout (option) is 
expected to provide superior operations compared to the other existing conditions 
and proposed signal modification alternatives.'1 Design options 4 and 5 were 
ultimately selected by King City. Selection of these design options represents a 
beneficial transportation/ circulation impact. 

Mitigation Measures: 

TC-1 Prior to project construction, a detailed landscape plan shall be prepared and 
approved by the City which identifies the plant material to be introduced in the 
center of the roundabout facility. This plan shall include the specific plant species as 
well as the location and ultimate height of these plants with the goal of insuring that 
lines of sight for drivers from any portions of the roundabout will not be blocked or 
inhibited in any way. 

15. UTILITIES & SERVICE SYSTEMS Significant Unknown, Potentially Not 
Potentially Significant Significant 
Significant And 

Would the project: Mitigated 

a. Exceed wastewater treatment requirements of the X aoolicable Rei:i ional Water Quality Control Board? 
b. Require or result in the construction of new water or 

wastewater treatment facilities or expansion of existing 
facilities, the construction of which could cause X 
sionificant environmental effects? 

C. Require or result in the construction of new storm water 
drainage facilities or expansion of existing facilities, the 
construction of which could cause significant X 
environmental effects? 

45 



d. Have sufficient water supplies available to serve the 
X project from existing entitlements and resources, or are 

new or expanded entitlements needed? 
e. Result in a determination by the wastewater treatment 

provider, which serves or may serve the project that it X 
has adequate capacity to serve the project's projected 
demand in addition to the provider's existing 
commitments? 

f. Be served by a landfill with sufficient permitted capacity 
to accommodate the project's solid waste disposal X 
needs? 

g. Comply with federal, state, and local statutes and 
X reoulations related to solid waste? 

Existing Conditions: The King City Public Works Department and the Regional 
Water Quality Control Board oversee adherence to wastewater treatment 
requirements for any major construction project. The City also evaluates whether 
sufficient water supplies and solid waste disposal facilities are available for 
proposed projects. 

Impacts: Construction and operation of the proposed roundabout project is not 
expected to generate the demand for wastewater treatment or new water sources. 
Project plans do include construction of new connection to or existing storm water 
drainage facilities in order to avoid any significant environmental effects. A minimal 
amount of water will be required during project construction as well as for 
irrigation of vegetation within the roundabout facility. Project construction will also 
generate a minimal amount of solid waste that will be transported to the nearest 
landfill. 

The proposed roundabout will not require construction of new storm water 
drainage facilities nor have the need for significant additional water supplies. The 
project will be creating several BMP basins with new catch basins that connect to 
existing storm drain lines. Existing manhole and drainage inlets will be adjusted. 
Solid waste generation from the proposed project will likely be transported to the 
Marina Landfill facility near Salinas in Monterey County. This landfill currently has 
sufficient capacity to accept the minimal amount of solid waste generated by the 
proposed roundabout facility in compliance with Federal, State and local 
regulations. 

Mitigation Measures: Given the lack of potentially significant impacts associated 
with utilities and service systems, no additional mitigation measures are 
recommended. 
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V. MANDATORY FINDINGS OF SIGNIFICANCE 

A project may have a significant effect on the environment and thereby require a 
focused or full environmental impact report to be prepared for the project where 
any of the following conditions occur (CEQA §15065): 

Significant Unknown Potential Not Impact 
Potential Significant Significant Reviewed in 

Significant And Previous 
Mitiaated Document 

Potential to degrade: Does the project 
have the potential to degrade the quality of 
the environment, substantially reduce the 
habitat of a fish or wildlife species, cause a 
fish or wildlife population to drop below 
self-sustaining levels, threaten to eliminate 

X a plant or animal community, reduce the 
number or restrict the range of a rare or 
endangered plant or animal or eliminate 
important examples of the major periods of 
California history or prehistory? 
Cumulative: Does the project have impacts 
that are individually limited but 
cumulatively considerable? (Cumulatively 
considerable means that incremental effects 
of a project.are considerable when viewed X 

in connection with the effects of past 
projects, the effects of other current 
projects, and the effects of probable future 
projects)? 
Substantial adverse: Does the project have 
environmental effects, which will cause 
substantial adverse effects on human X 

beings, either directly or indirectly? 

a. The proposed King City Roundabout does not have the potential to substantially 
reduce the habitat of a fish or wildlife species, cause a fish or wildlife population to 
drop below self-sustaining levels, threaten to eliminate a plant or animal 
community, substantially reduce the number or restrict the range of an endangered, 
rare, or threatened species. It is possible during grading and construction activities 
that unknown cultural resources may be unearthed, which may result in a 
potentially significant impact. Implementation of the mitigation measures for 
Cultural Resources would ensure the proposed project would not eliminate 
important examples of the major periods of California history or prehistory. 
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b. Construction-related activities related to the proposed King City Roundabout 
have the potential to generate storm-related runoff pollutants. This project will be 
required to prepare a plan that addresses all potential pollutants, including but not 
limited to soil erosion and sediment which shall be followed during grading and 
construction as well as maintained for the entire term of their use. Other measures 
to address the protection against all subsurface and surface pollution shall also be 
implemented during construction and for the full duration of the use of the 
properties. 

c. The proposed King City Roundabout could potentially result in the generation of 
construction dust and equipment exhaust emissions and noise will be required to 
reduce air quality and noise impacts to less than significant levels. 
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VI. ENVIRONMENTAL DETERMINATION 

On the basis of the facts contained within this Initial Study: 

I find that the proposed project COULD NOT have a significant 
effect on the environment and a NEGATIVE DECLARATION 
will be prepared. 
I find that although the project could have a significant effect 
on the environment, there will not be a significant effect in 
this case because the mitigation measures described in this 
document have been added to the project. A NEGATIVE 
DECLARATION will be prepared. 
I find that the project MAY have a significant effect on the 
environment and an ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is 
required. 
I find that the project MAY have a significant effect(s) on the 
applicable legal standards and has been addressed by 
mitigation measures based on an earlier analysis. If at least 
one effect has been adequately analyzed in an earlier 
document pursuant to potentially significant impact or 
potentially significant unless mitigated, an ENVIRONMENTAL 
IMPACT REPORT is required, but it must analyze only the 
effects that need to be addressed. 
I find that although the proposed project could have a 
significant effect on the environment, there WILL NOT be a 
significant effect in this case because all potentially significant 
effects (a) have been analyzed adequately in an earlier EIR 
pursuant to applicable standards and (b) have been avoided 
or mitigated pursuant to that earlier EIR, including project 
revisions or mitigation measures that are imposed upon the 
proposed project. 

Steven Adams 
City Manager 
City of King 

Date 

49 

□ 

~ 

□ 

□ 

□ 



VII. CERTIFICATION 

I hereby affirm to the best of my knowledge, based on available information 
provided to me through specialist's technical reports, public documents and original 
research, analysis and assessments, the statements and information contained 
within this environmental document are true and correct to the degree of accuracy 
necessary.for public disclosure purposes in accordance with Public Resources Code 
Section 21003, 21061 and 21100. 

Steven Adams 
City Manager 
City of King 
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