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Notice of Exemption Appendix E

To: Office of Planning and Research From: (Public Agency): R@&inbow Municipal Water District
P.O. Box 3044, Room 113 3707 Old Highway 395

Sacramento, CA 95812-3044
Fallbrook, CA 92028
County Clerk

County of: San Diego (Address)
1600 Pacific Highway, Suite 260

San Diego, CA 92101

Project Title: Rainbow Heights Road Pipeline Project

Project Applicant: _Ra@inbow Municipal Water District

Project Location - Specific:
Intersection of Rainbow Heights Road and Anderson Road

Project Location - City: ~_Rainbow Project Location - County: San Diego
Description of Nature, Purpose and Beneficiaries of Project:

The project involves installation of a new 2000-linear-foot, 8-inch water pipeline wholly within the District’s existing right-of-way easement along Rainbow Heights Road. The project site
begins at the intersection of Rainbow Heights Road and Anderson Road and continues south to tie into the existing transmission main south of 7450 Rainbow Heights Road, Fallbrook,
California 92028. The project includes installation of fire hydrants and replacement of remote water meters.For construction activities commencing within the general avian breeding
season (February 15 through September 15), a single nesting bird survey will be completed no more than seven (7) days prior to the start of construction. Should an active nest be
found within the survey area, appropriate measures and setbacks will be implemented to ensure compliance with the Migratory Bird Treaty Act.”

Name of Public Agency Approving Project: Rainbow Municipal Water District
Name of Person or Agency Carrying Out Project: R@inbow Municipal Water District

Exempt Status: (check one):
O Ministerial (Sec. 21080(b)(1); 15268);
U Declared Emergency (Sec. 21080(b)(3); 15269(a));
OO0 Emergency Project (Sec. 21080(b)(4); 15269(b)(c));
O Categorical Exemption. State type and section number: 15304 and 15061(b)(3)
O Statutory Exemptions. State code number:

Reasons why project is exempt:

State CEQA Guidelines 815304 (Minor Alterations to Land). This class 4 exemption allow for minor public or private alterations in the condition of land, water, and/or vegetation which do not involve the removal of healthy, mature, scenic trees except for
forestry or agricultural purposes. Examples include minor trenching and backfilling where the surface is restored (Guidelines §15304(f)). The trenching required for the placement of the proposed pipeline and associated fire hydrants would be located entirely
within the existing, paved road within the water district right-of-way easement. A biological assessment of the project area was conducted, and it was determined that biological resources would be avoided and therefore, there would be no impacts to biological
resources, including trees, as a result of the project

State CEQA Guidelines §15061(b)(3) (Common Sense Exemption). This activity is covered by the common sense exemption that CEQA applies only to projects which have the potential for causing a significant effect on the environmental. Where it can be
seen with certainty that there is no possibility that the activity in question may have a significant effect on the environment, the activity is not subject to CEQA. The project involves trenching for and the placement of approximately 2000 liner feet of a new, 8-
inch water pipeline wholly within an existing, paved road within the water district right-of-way easement. If the project would not have included the aboveground fire hydrants, the project would have been statutorily exempt from CEQA under Guidelines
§15282(k). There is no possibility that the project will have a significant effect on the environment.

As an exempt project, no further environmental review is required.

Lead Agency

Contact Person: _Malik Tamimi Area Code/Telephone/Extension: 760/728-1178/173

If filed by applicant:
1. Attach certified document of exemption finding.
2. Has a Notice of Exemption been filed by the public agency approving the project?  Yes No

Chad 4 Williame Date: Mar23,2021  tye. EnNg./CIP Program Mgr.

Signature:

Signed by Lead Agency Signed by Applicant

Authority cited: Sections 21083 and 21110, Public Resources Code. Date Received for filing at OPR:
Reference: Sections 21108, 21152, and 21152.1, Public Resources Code.
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	Description of Nature: The project involves installation of a new 2000-linear-foot, 8-inch water pipeline wholly within the District’s existing right-of-way easement along Rainbow Heights Road. The project site begins at the intersection of Rainbow Heights Road and Anderson Road and continues south to tie into the existing transmission main south of 7450 Rainbow Heights Road, Fallbrook, California 92028. The project includes installation of fire hydrants and replacement of remote water meters.For construction activities commencing within the general avian breeding season (February 15 through September 15), a single nesting bird survey will be completed no more than seven (7) days prior to the start of construction. Should an active nest be found within the survey area, appropriate measures and setbacks will be implemented to ensure compliance with the Migratory Bird Treaty Act.”
	ReasonExempt: State CEQA Guidelines §15304 (Minor Alterations to Land). This class 4 exemption allow for minor public or private alterations in the condition of land, water, and/or vegetation which do not involve the removal of healthy, mature, scenic trees except for forestry or agricultural purposes. Examples include minor trenching and backfilling where the surface is restored (Guidelines §15304(f)). The trenching required for the placement of the proposed pipeline and associated fire hydrants would be located entirely within the existing, paved road within the water district right-of-way easement. A biological assessment of the project area was conducted, and it was determined that biological resources would be avoided and therefore, there would be no impacts to biological resources, including trees, as a result of the project.
 
State CEQA Guidelines §15061(b)(3) (Common Sense Exemption). This activity is covered by the common sense exemption that CEQA applies only to projects which have the potential for causing a significant effect on the environmental. Where it can be seen with certainty that there is no possibility that the activity in question may have a significant effect on the environment, the activity is not subject to CEQA. The project involves trenching for and the placement of approximately 2000 liner feet of a new, 8-inch water pipeline wholly within an existing, paved road within the water district right-of-way easement. If the project would not have included the aboveground fire hydrants, the project would have been statutorily exempt from CEQA under Guidelines §15282(k). There is no possibility that the project will have a significant effect on the environment.
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