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Project Description (Proposed actions, location, and/or consequences).
The Scotts Flat Lower Connector Trail Project (Proposed Project or Project) will enhance public safety and recreational
opportunities on District lands by constructing a 1.4-mile pedestrian trail that will provide hikers and bikers with a means
to safely cross over the discharge channel below the Scotts Flat Powerhouse and Deer Creek downstream of Scotts Flat
Dam Spillway, as well as providing a connection to the existing Scotts Flat Reservoir Trail (also known as the Snow
Mountain Ditch Lake Trail) and Scotts Flat Trail, located on the north side of Scotts Flat Reservoir.
The trail alignment will begin at the terminus of the existing Scotts Flat Reservoir Trail (just south of Scotts Flat
Campground) descend approximately 0.6 mile to the crossing of the discharge channel and Deer Creek, and then
ascend approximately 0.8 mile to a proposed new parking lot located off an existing unimproved road off the Dam Road
(on the southern side of the reservoir). The trail will not be open to equestrian or motorized vehicle use.

Identify the project’s significant or potentially significant effects and briefly describe any proposed mitigation measures that
would reduce or avoid that effect.
The Proposed Project could have potentially significant effects on the following resources: air quality, biological
resources, cultural resources, geology and soils, hazards and hazardous materials, hydrology and water quality, noise,
public services, tribal cultural resources, and wildfire.
To avoid these potentially significant effects, NID will implement a Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program, which
will include the following kinds of measures: air quality best management practices; pre-construction biological resource
surveys; pre-construction environmental awareness training; clean water act permits and California Fish and Game Code
Section 1600 compliance; protection of wetland and riparian habitats; protocols for inadvertent discovery of cultural,
paleontological, and/or tribal resources; protocols for inadvertent discovery; fire prevention measures; water quality best
management practices; and noise best management practices.
A complete list of mitigation measures is provided in the Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program in the IS/MND.
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continued
If applicable, describe any of the project’s areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

The need for a trail providing public access over Deer Creek was first realized in 2017, when NID temporarily fenced the
spillway, which had previously been used by hikers and bikers to cross from one side of the lake to the other. In
response to resulting public input, and consistent with Goal #2 of the District’s Strategic Plan (which states that
stewardship of NID resources requires a collaborative and responsive relationship with the local and regional
community), the District has since worked with a number of community groups, including the Bear Yuba Land Trust, the
Sierra Express Bike Team, and the Bicyclists of Nevada County, to develop and evaluate trail alternatives.
No other issues were raised by agencies or the public.

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.
NID is the lead agency for the Proposed Project.
The trustee agency for the Proposed Project include the following:
- California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW)
- State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO)

