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1.0 Introduction

DEC LLC was contracted to prepare a general biological assessment and Western Riverside
County MSHCP consistency analysis fBs s essor 6 s P a&PN®O20230008 niheer ( A
project site consists afpproximately5.83 acres locatedbn the west side of Madison Avenue,

south of Elm Street and north of Pear Street, in the cit\ofrieta Riverside County,
California.

1.1 Project Site Location

The project site is located #ite southwestorner ofwest side of Madison Aveie, south of EIm

Street and north of Pear Stredthe site is located within th@ity of Murrieta Riverside County,
California. The project site consists of Riversi@®munty APNs910-230-003 Specifically, the

project site is located withiMurrieta Land Grantof the Murrieta United States Geological
Survey (USGS) 7. 50 t o peoterrpanp latitude andulangitude forgthee .
project site are 332804.18690 N o r t1F10aR6t901 West ( Fi gures 1 and

1.2 Project Description

To beprovidedat a later date.
2.0 Methodology

2.1 Literature Review

DEC LLC conducted a literature review and reviewed aerial photographs and topographic maps
of the project site and surrounding areas. A-fivike radius was used to identify sensitive
speces with the California Natural Diversity Data Base (CNDDB), the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service (USFWS) Endangered Species Lists, and the California Native Plant Society (CNPS)
rare plant lists to obtain species information for the project area. The CNIDDBBJSFWS
critical habitat databases were utilized, together with Geographic Information System (GIS)
software, to locate the previously recorded locations of sensitive plant and wildlife occurrences
and designated critical habitat and determinedib&arce from the project siteAdditionally, the
Western Riverside County MSHCP was reviewed for information on known occurrences of
sensitive species within Riverside County.

2.1.1 Western Riverside County MSHCP

The Western Riverside County MSHCP (Dudek argbdtiates 2003) is a comprehensive,
multijurisdictional habitat conservation planning program for western Riverside County,
California. The purpose of the Western Riverside County MSHCP is to preserve native habitats,
and to this end, the plan focuses mpgbe habitat needs of multiple species rather than one
species at a timeThe Western Riverside County MSHCP provides coverage/take authorization
for some species listed under the federal or state Endangered Species Act (ESA) as well as non
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listed specikstatus plant and wildlife specie#. also provides mitigation for impacts to special
status species and their associated habitats.

Through agreements with the USFWS and California Department of Fish and Wildlife
(CDFWG), 129listed and speciaktatus pant and animal species receive some level of coverage
under the Western Riverside County MSHCH the 29 covered species, the majority have no
additional survey needs or conservation requiremeriarthermore, the Western Riverside
County MSHCP provids mitigation for projeespecific impacts to these species, thereby
reducing the degree of impact to below a level of significance, pursuant to the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).

Several of the species covered under the Western RiversidayCA$HCP have additional
survey requirementsThese include the riparian communities and associated species addressed
in Section 6.1.2 of the Western Riverside Co

Associated with Riparian/Riverine Areas and ein  Po ol s 0) , pl ants ident
(ANarrow Endemic Pl ant Speci eso) ; and plants
(AAddi tional Survey Needs and Procedureso).

2.1.2 Project Relationship to the Western Riverside County MSHCP

The projet area is located within the Western Riverside County MSHCP bounddiesdty

of Murrieta acting as the lead agency for the proposed project, is a permittee under the Western
Riverside County MSHCP and, therefore, is afforded coverage under therstatkeral ESAs

for impacts to listed species covered by the plan. Tihei€required to document consistency

with the Western Riverside County MSHCP in conjunction with any discretionary approvals for
the project. As such, this report was preparedptovide all necessary information required to
determine project consistency with the Western Riverside County MSHCP.

The project sites located withinthe SouthwesArea Planof the Western Riverside County
MSHCP. The project site is located within Grita Cell 6525 of suinit (SU5) French
Valley/Lower Sedco Hills The project site is not located within any pldefined areas requiring
surveys for narrow endemic plant species, criteria area plant species, amphibian species, or
mammalian species. Tipeoject site is within th&Vestern Riverside County MSHCP Burrowing

Owl (Athene cunicularipsurvey area. A habitat assessment has determined that theositkes

suitable habitat for BurrowingWls. Focused Burrowing ®I surveys conducted on the projec
sitefound that Burrowing @ls are not currently present (Appendix D).

Warm Springs Creek runs from east to west on the southern portion of the property. The project
site contains approximately 0.98 acre of County of Riverside riparian/riverine arfdri@ali
Department of Fish and Wildlife jurisdictional stream and approximately 0.62 acre of waters of
the Unites States. Hydric soils classified as Riverwash by the United States Soil Survey are
found within Warm Springs Creek.
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The property did not contaiand isolated vernal pool habitat or depressions that would be
suitable habitat for listed large Branchiopods.

2.2 Field Survey

On July 3 2019, biologist Juan Hernandezonducted a field survey of the ot site The

ambient temperature at3®: a.m was 73 degrees Fahrenheit, sunny, with winds ranging from

one to three miles per hour from the southwest. The purpose of the field survey was to document
the existing habitat conditions, obtain plant and animal species information, view the
surroundingland uses, assess the potential for state and federal waters, assess the potential for
wildlife movement corridors, and assess the presence of constituent elements for critical habitat,
if present.

Linear transects spaced approximately 50 to 100 feet eygae walked across the project site

for 100 percent coverage. All species observed were recorded. Global Positioning System (GPS)
waypoints were taken to delineate specific habitat types, species locations, state or federal
waters, and any other infortian that would be useful for the assessment of the project site. A
comprehensive list of all plant and wildlife species that were detected during the field survey
within the project site is included in Appendix A. Sensitive plant and wildlife spectastivé
potential to occur within the project area are listed in Appendix B. Representative site
photographs were taken and are included within Appendix C.

3.0 Existing Conditions and Results

3.1 Environmental Setting

The site is located within thaty of Murrietain Riverside County, California. It is borderbga

vacant lotto the northa vacant lot to the eastnd commercial developmesto the southand

west. The project site is disturbed and appears to be routinely maintained for weed abatement
purposes. The site isrelatively flat with agentke slope from northwest to southeastThe
elevation on the project site ranges frofd5l,feet above mean sdevel (AMSL) to 1,083 feet

AMSL.

3.2 Soils

Four soil classes are identified to occur on {m®ject site by thdJSDA Web Soil Survey
(Appendix B. Soils at the project site are classified as:

1 Arlington andGreenfieldfine sandy loars, 2 to 8 percent slopes, eroded;
1 Arlington and Greenfield fineandy loars, 8 to 15 percent slopes, eroded
1 Grangeille Fine sandy loam, drained, 0 to 2 percent sloped; and

1 Riverwash

Based on the USDA Web Soil Survey, Riverwash is classified as a Hydric soll.



Pager

3.3 Plant and Habitat Communities

The projectsite containsthreedifferent habitat types: ruderal, distucbeoastal sage scruland
cottonwood riparian forest(Figure3).

Ruderal

The project site contains approximatdlg4 acres of ruderal areafRuderalhabitatis foundin
heavily disturbed areas. These habitat types are dominated by mosthathaen sgcies of
plants; however, some native species are present. These areas include roadsides, graded or
disked fields, and manufactured slope areas diil.in Dominant vegetation observed in this
habitat type includes slim oat8yena barbatg ripgut brome(Bromus diandrug foxtail chess
(Bromus madritensjsfoxtail barely Hordeum murinuryy mustard Brassica tournefort)i, black
mustard Brassica nigrg, common fiddleneckAmsinckia intermedja red maids Calandrinia
menzies)i, tocalote Centaurea mel@nsig, lambs quartersQhenopodium albujm heron bill
(Erodium cicutariun), crown daisy Glebionis coronari, sunflower Helianthus annus stink
net Oncosiphon piluliferu desert bells Rhacelia campanulariga Russian thistle Salsola
tragug, andLondon rocket $isymbrium irigp. Eucalyptusspand Peruvian pepper trégchinus
molle) were also present.

DisturbedCoastalSageScrub

The project site contains approximat@l1 acres ofdisturbed coastal sage scrub. This habitat
has plant species assated with coastal sagerub buthas been so heavily disturbed by human
activities that the coastal sage scrub species are not dominant. This habitat contains a high
density of nomative vegetation mixed with coastal sage scrub. Species obserhési hatitat

type include: California buckwheaEKiogonum fasiculatuin brittlebush (Encelia fairnosa,
California saggArtemisia californica, treetobacco mustard, brome, foxtail barely, stink net,
sunflower, and black mustard.

Cottonwood Riparian Forst

The project site contains approximaté€l\@8 acre of cottonwood riparian forest Dominant
species observed in this habitat type incl&emontcottonwood (Populus fremontji mulefat
(Baccharis salicifolia, tamarisk (Tamarix ramosissima red willow (Salix laevigaty, arroyo
willow (Salix lasiolepi¥, black willow (Salix goodingij, and common sunfloweKHelianthus
annuus.

3.4 Wildlife

General wildlife speciedocumented on the project s@ewithin the vicinity of the sitanclude
redtailed hawk (Buteo jamaicensis)house finch Carpodacus mexicanusjurkey vulture
(Cathartes aura)American crow Corvus brachyrhynchos)yestern fence lizardSgceloporus
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occidentali3, mourning dove 4enaida macrourg common ravenorvus cora¥, California

grourd squirrel (Otospermophilus beechgyicoyote Canis latran$ |, Annads hummi r
(Calypte ann® desert cottontail Sylvilagus audubonjij blue grey gnatcatcherPélioptila

caeruleg, California towheeNlelozone crissal)js and American bushtiPgaltriparus minimu$

The complete list of species observed is includetppendix A.

3.5 Regional Connectivity/Wildlife Movement

Wildlife movement corridors link together areas of suitable habitat that are otherwise separated
by rugged terrain, changes in vedgeta, or human disturbances. The project area was evaluated
for its function as a wildlife corridor that species use to move between wildlife habitat zones.
The project area is surrounded by human activity in the form of resideces)ercialuse, and
roadways. No wildlife movement corridors were fountégpresent on the project site

3.6 Sensitive Biological Resources

According to the CNDDB, #otal of 68 sensitive species of plants amd sensitive species of
animals have the potential to occur @nwithin the vicinity of the project area. These include
those species listed or candidates for listing by the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS),
California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) and California Native Plant Society
(CNPS). All haltats with the potential to be used by sensitive species were evaluated during the
site visit and a determination has been made for the presence or probability of presence within
this report. This section will address those species listed as Candidede, TR@atened, or
Endangered under the state and federal endangered species laws or directed to be evaluated
under the Western Riverside Multiple Species Habitat Conservation Plan (MSHCP). Sensitive
species which have a potential to occur will also seudised in this section. Other special status
species are addressed witAippendix B.

3.6.1 Sensitive Plant Resources

A total of 25 plant species are listed as state and/or federal Threatened, Endangered, or Candidate
species; are required to be reveslvunder the Narrow Endemic Plant section of the Western
Riverside MSHCP; are 1B.1 listed plants on the CNPS Rare Plan Inventory; or have been found
to have a potential to exist on the project site. Below are descriptions of these species:
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Chaparral sand-verbena

Chaparral sangterbena Abronia villosa var. auritq is ranked 1B.1 in the CNPS rare plant
inventory. It is found in sandy areas of chaparral, coastal scrub, and desert dunes Hdbitat
habitat for this specids presenbn the project siteThis species is not present.

MunzOs onion

Mu n z 6 s Albumimanzi) i a federally endangered, state threatened, and CNPS 1B.1 listed
plant. It is found in chaparral, coastal scrub, valley and foothill grasslands, cismontane
woodland, and pinyon a@njuniper woodland.No habitat for this species present on the project

site This species is not present.

San Diego ambrosia

San Diego ambrosigA(nbrosia pumilgis listed as federallgndangered and 1B.1 in the CNPS
rare plant inventory. Its habitancludes wetlands in chaparral, coastal sage scrub, valley and
foothill grassland.No habitat for this specidas present on the project sit@his speciess not
present.

Rainbow Manzanita

Rainbow Manzanita Arctostaphylos rainbowengids ranked 1BL in the CNPS rare plant
inventory. It is usually found in gabbro chaparral habitat. No habitat for this spepresent
on the project siteThis species is not present.

Jaegerwvaetsh mil kK

J a e g e r-\v@&h @Astragakus pachypus var. jaegers ranked 1B.1 in the CNPS rare plant
inventory. It is often found in dry ridges and valleys and open sandy sléigdsabitat includes
coastal scrub, chaparral, valley and foothill grassland, and cismontane woodland. No habitat for
this speciess presehon the project siteThis species is not present.

San Jacinto Valley crownscale

San Jacinto Valley crownscalBtfiplex coronata var. notatigris a federally endangered species
and is ranked 1B.1 in the CNPS rare plant inventdty. habitat includeplayas, valley and
foothill grassland, and vernal poolsNo habitat for this specigs present on the project site
This species is not present.

Parishdéds brittlescale

Par i shods Alriplextparishg sscanke@ 1B(1 in the CNPS rare plant imtogy. Its
habitat includes shadescale scrub, alkali sink, riparian, playas, vernal pools and waltand.
habitat for this species is presem the project siteThis species is not present.
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Nevinds barberry

Nevi nds Berharibrevini ig a fderally and state endangered species and is ranked
1B.1 in the CNPS rare plant inventory. It is typically found on steep, north facing slopes or in
low grade sandy washes. Its habitat includes chaparral, cismontane woodland, coastal scrub, and
riparianscrub. No habitat for this species present on the project siteThis species is not
present.

Threadleaved brodiaea

The threadeaved brodiaeabfodiaea filifolia) is a federally threatened, state endangered and a
CNPS 1B.1 listed plant. It is founid chaparral, cismontane woodlands, coastal sage scrub,
valley and foothill grasslands, vernal pools and wetladd.habitat for this specias present on

the project site This species is not present.

Orcuttodos brodi aea

Or cut t 0 s(Brddinea arutai)eis ranked 1B.1 in the CNPS rare plant inventory. The
species occurs in mesic, clay habitats, usually in vernal pools and small drainages. Its habitats
include vernal pools, valley and foothill grassland, clesede coniferous forest, cismontane
woodland, chaparral, meadows, and seeps. No habitat for this siggaiesent on the project

site This species is not present.

Vail Lake ceanothus

Vail Lake ceanothusQeanothus ophiochilyss a federally threatened, state endangered species
and is anked 1B.1 in the CNPS rare plant inventory. The species typically occurs in gabbro
seams on northacing ridges on the eastern sides of mountains in chaparral habitat. No habitat
for this species ipresent on the project sit& his species is not presnt.

Smooth tarplant

Smooth tarplant Gentromadia pungens ssp. lagvis ranked 1B.1 in the CNPS rare plant
inventory. The species occurs in habitats that include alkali playa, chenopod scrub, meadows
and seeps, riparian woodlands, wetlands, and vaheyfoothill grasslandsNo habitat for this
speciess present on the project sit€his specieds not present.

Orcuttds pincushion

Orcut t 6s Ghaenactig gldbiiuscuala var. orcuttiapés ranked 1B.1 in the CNPS rare
plant inventory. The spe&s occurs in sandy sites of coastal bluff scrub, and coastal dunes
habitat. No habitat for this speciegpresent on the project sit&€his species is not present.

Parryods spinefl ower
Parryos sQ@nhoriramthel parvyievar. parryiis ranked 1BL in the CNPS rare plant
inventory. The species occurs in dry, sandy soils on dry slopes and flats, sometimes at the
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interface of two vegetations types, such as chaparral and oak woodland. Its habitat includes
coastal scrub, chaparral, cismontane woatllamlley and foothill grassland. No habitat for this
speciess present on the project sit€his species is not present.

Slenderhorned spineflower

Slender- horned spineflowerodecahema leptocerps a federally and state listed endangered
speciesand is ranked 1B.1 in the CNPS rare plant inventdty. habitat includes chaparral,
cismontane woodland, and coastal scrub (alluvial fan sage scrub). No habitat for ¢ldés spe
exists on the project sitel'his species is not present.

San Diego butta-celery

San Diego buttorelery E€ryngium aristulatum var. parishiiis a federally and state listed
endangered species and is ranked 1B.1 in the CNPS rare plant inventory. Its habitat includes
coastal scrub, valley & foothill grasslands, vernal poats| wetlands. Its flowering period is

from May to June. No habitat for this spedepresenpn the project site This species is not
present.

Campbell 6s | iverwort

Campbel | 6 sGedthallusetubevasyyss ranked 1B.1 in the CNPS rare plant incen
Its habitat includes coastal scrub, and vernal pools. No habitat for this spgmiesent on the
project site This species is not present.

Tecate cypress

Tecate cypresdHesperocyparis forbegiis ranked 1B.1 in the CNPS rare plant inventoltyis
found on clay or gabbro, primarily on noifidicing slopes and in groves often associated with
chaparral habitat. Its habitat includes clesede coniferous forest, and chaparral. No habitat
for this speciess present on the project sit€his species is not present.

Coul ter s gol dfiel ds

Coul t er 0s Lagtheniadglabratd sspscouligris ranked 1B.1 in the CNPS rare plant
inventory. Its habitat includes alkali playas, marsh, swamp, salt marsh, vernal pool, and wetland.
No habitat forthis speciess present on the project sit€his species is not present

Pari shdéds meadowf oam

Par i shos nienaastbes blluaassp. périshis a state listeéndangeredpecies. It is
ranked 1B.2 in the CNPS rare plant inventolyis found in bwer montane coniferous forest,
meadows and seeps, and vernal pobls.habitat for this spees exists on the project sit&his
species is not present.
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Spreading navarretia

Spreading navarretidN@varretia fossalisis a federally listed threatensgecies and is ranked
1B.1 in the CNPS rare plant inventorlfs habitat includes alkali playa, chenopod scrub, marsh
and swamp, vernal pools, and wetlandghis species is typically found in swales and vernal
pools, often surrounded by other habitatetyp No habitat for this species present on the
project site This species is not present.

Prostrate vernal pool navarretia

Prostrate vernal pool navarre{idavarretia prostratg is ranked 1B.1 in the CNPS rare plant
inventory. It istypically fourd in alkaline soils in grassland habitat, or in vernal pools. Its
habitat includes coastal scrub, valley and foothill grasslands, vernal pools, meadows, and seeps.
No habitat for this specias present on the project sit&his species is not present.

California Orcutt grass

California Orcutt grass{rcuttia californicg is a federal and state endangered species. It is
ranked 1B.1 in the CNPS rare plant inventohyis found in vernal pools. No habitat for this
speciess presenbn the project s This species is not present.

Bottle liverwort

Bottle liverwort Sphaerocarpos dreweis ranked 1B.1 in the CNPS rare plant inventory. Its
habitats include chaparral and coastal scrub. No habitat for the siggaiesent on the project
site This species is not present.

3.6.2 Sensitive Animal Resources

A total of 22 animalspecies are listed as state and/or federal Threatened, Endangered, Candidate
will be reviewed in this section. Sensitive species which have a potential to occur will also be
discussed in this section. All sensitive species within-rail® radius of project area were
reviewed and a complete list of those species are discussed within Appendix B. Below are
descriptions of these species:

Cooper 6s hawk

The CoopeAcdpita coaperikis § CDFW watch list wildlife specieslt is found is

riparian areas with stands of willow and cottonwoods. It nests in trees and its nesting season is
between February 15 and August 15. There is potential habitat for this spdmgeprasnt on

the project site Potential to be present.

Tricolored blackbird

Tricolored blackbird Agelaius tricolor)is state listed agandidateendangered and listed by the
CDFW as agpecies ofspecialconcern. The species occupies freshwater marshe<antipies

of willows and other riparian treesThis speciesequires open accessible water and suitable
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foraging space. There isno habitat for his species on the project sitedfhe species is not
present

Arroyo Toad

Arroyo Toad Anaxyrus californicusis a federally listed endangered species and a CDFW
Speciesof Special Concern The most favorable breeding habitat for this species consists of
slow-moving shallow pools, nearby sandbars, and adjacent stream terraces. There is no habitat
for this speaés on the project siteThe species is not present.

California glossy snake

California glossy snakeAtizona elegans occidentalily a CDFWSpecies ofSpecial Concern.
This species is found in arid scrub, rocky washes, grassland and chaparral ladtetatsjth
loose @ sandy soils. There is potential habitat for this specied&present on the project site
Potential to be present.

Orangethroatedwhiptalil

The orangehroated whiptail Aspidoscelis hyperythyas a CDFWwatch list wildlife speas It

is found in chaparral, coastal sage scrub, and cismontane woodlands. This species prefers washes
and other sandy areas with patches of brush and rocks. There is potential habitat for this species
to be present on the project siteotential to bepresent.

Coastalwhiptall

The coastal whiptailAspidoscelis tigris stejnegeliy a CDFWSpecies ofSpecialConcern. Itis
typically found in hot, dry, flat open spaces in deserts or-seighiareas. There is potential
habitat for this species tme present on the project sit@otential to be present.

Burrowing owl

Burrowing owl Athene cunicularipis a CDFW species of special concern. This species is found

in coastal prairie, coastal scrub, great basin grassland, great basin scrub, mojaveanrdbsert
sonaran desert scrub, and valley and foothill grassland. There is potential habitat present on
project site. Focused survefgs this speciesvereconducted on the project sitd his species is

not present.

Vernal pool fairy shrimp

Vernal poolfairy shrimp Branchinecta lynchiis a federally listed threatened speci€Bhis
species is found in seasonal pools of water in valley and foothill grasslartus. species
typically inhabits small, cleavater sandstondepression pools and grassed Iswaarth slump,
or basakflow depression pools.The project sitedoes not contain suitable habitat for this
species.This species is not present.
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San Diego fairy shrimp

San Diego fairy shrimpBranchinecta sandiegonengis a federally listed endangel species.
This species is found in chaparral, coastal scrub, vernal pool, and wetland hathts.is no
habitat for his species on the project sit€he species is not present.

Swai nsondés hawk

Swai ns o nButo siwanadiis & state listethreatened species. This species favors open
grasslands for foraging but also occurs in agricultural settifigeelies on scattered stands of
trees near agricultural fields and grasslands for nesting siteshabitats include great basin
grasslandriparian forest, riparian woodland, and valley and foothill grassldarek project site
doesnot contain suitable habitat for this specig$is species is not present.

Western snowy plover

Western snowy ploverGharadrius alexandrinus nivospss fedeally listed threatenedpecies

and a CDFW Species of Special Concern. It is found in great basin standing waters, sand shore,
and wetland. This species needs sandy, gravelly, or friable soils for nesflig project site
doesnot contain suitable haht for this specied his species is not present.

Western yellovbilled cuckoo

Western yellowbilled cuckoo Coccyzus americanus occidentalis a federally listed threatened
and state listed endangered species. This species typically nests in jiypaglas of willows,
often mixed with cottonwoods, with lower story of blackberry, nettles, or wild grape. It is found
in riparian forest habitatThe project siteloesnot contain suitable habitat for this specidsis
species is not present.

San Benardino kangaroo rat

San Bernardino kangaroo rdDipodomys merriami parviisis a federally listed endangered
species and a CDFW Species of Special Concern. It is found in coastal scrub habitat. This
species is found in alluvial scrub vegetation on sdodyn substrates, characteristic of alluvial

fans and flood plains. It needs early to intermediate seral stages. The project site does not
contain suitable habitat for this speci@his species is not present.

St e p kargarbéasat

St e p kangasdat (Dipodomys stephensis a federally listed endangered astdte listed
threatened species. This species is found in coastal sage scrub with sparse vegetation cover, and
in valley and foothill grasslandsThis species prefers buckwheat, chamisemiergrass, and

filaree and will burrow into firm soil.The project sit&loesnot contain suitable habitat for this
species.This species is not present.
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Quino checkerspot butterfly

Quino checkerspot butterflfe(gphydryas editha quinas a federally lised endangered species.
It is found in chaparral and coastal sage scrilhis species requires high densities of food
plants, includingPlantago erectaP. insularis andOrthocarpus purpurescenslhe project site
doesnot have suitable habitat for thlepecies.This species is not present.

Bald eagle

Bald eagle Kaliaeetus leucocephaluss a state listed endangered a&DFW fully protected

species. This species is found in lower montane coniferous forest agobafth. They nest in
large oldgrowth or tress with open branches, especiglbnderosa pineThe project sitaloes

not contain suitable habitat for this specighis species is not present.

San Diego blaciailed jackrabbit

San Diego blachkailed jackrabbit Ilepus californicus bennettiis a CDFW Species of Special
Concern. This species is found in coastal sage scrub throughout Southern California. There is
suitablehabitat for this species to be present on the projectBagential to bepresent

Coast horned lizard

Coast hornedizard (Phrynosoma blainvillilis a CDFW Species of Special Concern. This
species is found in coastal sage scrub, coastal bluff scrub, chaparral, cismontane woodland,
desert wash, pinon and juniper woodlands, riparian scrub, riparian woodland, andawvalley
foothill grassland. This species thrives in open areas for sunning, bushes for cover, patches of
loos soil for burial, and an abundant supply of ants and other insBuatse is potential habitat

for this species tbe present on the project siteotential to be present.

Coastal California gnatcatcher

Coastal California gnatcatchd?dlioptila californica californicg is a federally listed threatened
species and CDFW Species of Special Concé&his species is found in coastal bluff scrub and
coastal scrub habitat. This species is typically found in low, coastal sage scrub in arid washes, on
mesas and slopesThe project site does not contain suitalbiabitat for this species This

species is nopresent.

California redlegged frog

Californiared-legged frog Rana draytonii is a federallylisted threatened species and a CDFW
Species of Special Concern. The species is aquatic and found in habitats such as marshes,
swamps, wetlands, riparian forests, riparian woodlands, riparian scrub, adichgtaaters.The

project sitedoesnot contain suitable habitat for this speciBsis species is not present.
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Riverside fairy shrimp

Riverside fairy shrimpStreptocephalus woottgnis a federally listed endangered speci€his
species is found inoastal scrub, valley and foothill grassland, vernal pool, and wetland habitat
This species typicalljnhabitsseasonally astatic pools filled by winter/spring raiifie project
sitedoesnot contain suitable habitat for this speci&sis species is0t present.

Least Bell 6s vireo

Least B e Vireodkellii pusillugdi® a féderal and state listed endangered species. This
species is found in riparian forest, riparian sc¢auid riparian woodlandNesting habitat of this
species is restricteid willow and/or mulefat dominated riparian scrub along permanent or nearly
permanent streamd.he project siteloescontain suitable habitat for this speciBstential to be
present.

3.6.3 Nesting Birds

Migratory norgame native bird species are protgecunder the federal Migratory Bird Treaty
Act. Additionally, Sections 3503, 3503.5, and 3513 of the California Fish and Game Code
prohibit take of all birds and their active nests. The projecttsitéainsshrubs and trees that

can support nestingorgbirds or raptors. The ruderal disturbed coastal sage scrub, and the
cottonwood riparian forestre consideretlabitat that can be utilized by nesting birds and raptors
during the nesting bird season of February 1 through September 15.

3.7 Jurisdictional Waters

Warm Springs Creek runs from east to west on the southern portion sifeth@he project site
contains approximately 0.98 acre of County of Riverside riparian/riverine and California
Department of Fish and Wildlife jurisdictional stream apgraximately 0.62 acre of waters of

the Unites States. Hydric soils classified as Riverwash by the United States Soil Survey are
found within Warm Springs Creek.

The site doesnot contain and isolated vernal pool habitat or depressions that would lxesuita
habitat for listed large Branchiopods.

4.0 Project Impacts

No project plans are currently available for the project. Project impacts wikteemined at a
later date.



Pagel?

4.1 Impacts to Habitats
4.2 Impacts to Sensitive Species
4.3 Impacts to Nestng Birds

If the project will remove shrubs or trelestween February 1 and September 15, the prajéct
have a potential to impact nesting birds.

4.4 Impacts to Critical Habitat

The project is not located within designated federal critical habitatnigagt to critical habitat
would occur.

4.5 Impacts to Wildlife Movement Corridors

The project site is located withithe SouthwesArea Planof the Western Riverside County
MSHCP. The project site is located within Criteria Cell 6525 of -sult (SU5) Fench
Valley/Lower Sedco Hills Warm Springs Creek runs from east to west on the southern portion
of the site. It is likely that the onsite drainage serves a function in local wildlife movement.

The proposed project has been designed to avoid impatie tonsite drainage. No project
activities will occur within the onsite drainage prior to, during, and following construction,
including grading, manufactured slopes, fuel modification zones, and staging areas. In addition,
part of the goal of the Weste Riverside MSHCP is to keep reserved lands contiguous and
connected; therefore, avoidance of the onsite drainage and participation in and compliance with
the Western Riverside MSHCP guidelines and requirementsSeetion 6.1.4 Urban/Wildlands
Interface Guidelineswill result in no impacts to wildlife corridors.

4.6 Conflict with Local Policies or Ordinances Protecting Biological Resources

Should the proposed project result in the removal of trees, it will be required to compthevith
Cityof Murrietsbs Tr ee Frdmaeer vati on

4.7 Conflict with the Provisions of an Adopted Habitat Conservation Plan,
Natural Community Conservation Plan, or Other Approved Local, Regional, or State
Habitat Conservation Plan

The project is within the Western Rirsside MSHCP. If Western Riverside MSHCP guidelines
and requirements are followed, no conflicts expected.

4.8 State and Federal Drainages

Warm Springs Creek runs from east to west on the southern portion of the property. The project
site contains gproximately 0.98 acre of County of Riverside riparian/riverine and California
Department of Fish and Wildlife jurisdictional stream and approximately 0.62 acre of waters of
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the Unites States. Hydric soils classified as Riverwash by the United StateSuSal are
found within Warm Springs Creek.

The property did not contain and isolated vernal pool habitat or depressions that would be
suitable habitat for listed large Branchiopods.

5.0 Western Riverside County MSHCP Consistency Analysis
5.1 MSHCP Requirements

The project sites located within the Southwest Area Plan of the Western Riverside County
MSHCP. The project siteis located within Criteria Cell 6525 of sumit (SU5) French
Valley/Lower Sedco Hill{Figure 4) Conservation within this Cell N/ contribute to assembly

of Proposed Constrained Linkage 15. Conservation within this Cell will focus on Riversidean
alluvial fan sage scrub habitat along Warm Springs Creek and adjacent grassland habitat. Areas
conserved within this Cell will be connect to Riversidean alluvial fan sage scrub habitat
proposed for conservation in Cell #6409 to the north. Conservation within this Cell will be
approximately 5% of the Cell focusing in the northeastern portion of the Cell (MSHCP
Southwest Area Plan).

A discussion of the applicable Western Riverside County MSHCP requirements follows:

Section 6.1.2 Species Associateth Riparian/Riverine Habitat and Vernal Pools

The proposed project area contains approximat&$ écre of drainage feature and associated
riparian/wetland habitat that would be considered Western Riverside MSHCP riparian/riverine
resources.This area has been delineated and avoidance of the delineated area will be
incorporated into the project desigihesite contains avetland/riparian areassociated with
Warm Springs Creek and is composed of cottonwood riparian forest with an understory
dominated by mulefat.



Pagel9

Section 6.1.3 Sensitive Plant Species

The project site is not located within the Western Riverside County MSHCP Narrow Endemic
Plant Species Survey Area (NEPSSA) pursuant to Section 6.1.3 of the MSKH@BRdition, he
project site is not located within the Western Riverside County MSHCP Criteria Area Plant
Species Survey Area (CAPSSA) pursuant to Section 6.3.2 of the Westernideiv@éminty
MSHCR Therefore, theNEPSSA andCAPSSA requirements are not applicable to the project.

Section 6.1.4 Urban/Wildlands Interface Guidelines

The project site isi1ot located adjacent to a Western Riverside County MSHCP Conservation
Area. However the site does contam portion of Warm Springs Creéhkat will not be impacted

by project activities. Warm Springs Creek is tributary to Murrieta Creek which ultimately flows
to the Santa Margarita River. Therefore, the Urban/Wildlands InterfacelBa&iéSection 6.14

of the MSHCP) are required to be applied to the project.

No project construction activities will occur within the onsite drainage and associated riparian
habitat. The following mitigation measures shall be incorporated into theciptojeeduce
potential impacts to the drainage:

Drainagei Water Quality Best Management Practices (BMPs) shall be incorporated, including
the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination Systems (NPDES) and erosion control
requirements from the Regional Wat@uality Control Board to ensure that the quantity and
quality of surface water runoff discharged into the onsite drainage is not altered in an adverse
way when compared with existing conditions. These BMPs will be implemented as part of the
Storm Water Pidution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) in order to ensure that water quality is not
degraded.

Toxics - Measures such as those employed to address drainage issues will be implemented for
toxics. Land uses proposed in proximity to the onsite drainage that usealseor generate
bioproducts that are potentially toxic or may adversely affect wildlife species, habitat or water
guality must incorporate measures to ensure that application of such chemicals does not result in
discharge to the drainage.

Lighting - Any night lighting will be directed away from adjacent riparian habitat to protect
species from direct nighttime lighting. If nighttime lighting is required, shielding will be
incorporated in the design to ensure ambient nighttime lighting is not increaded adjacent
riparian habitat areas.

Noise - Proposed noise generating land uses affecting adjacent riparian areas must incorporate
setbacks to minimize the effects of noisetlo@ drainage arealhe drainage areshould not be
subject to noise that wtiliexceed residential noise standards.
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Invasives- Invasive, nomative plant species must not be used as landscaping materials for
development that is proposed adjacent to the onsite drainage area.-Zatié/@ume 1 of the
MSHCP lists the plants thahould be avoided.

Barriers- Proposed land uses adjacenthte onsite drainagareamust incorporate barriers, such

as native landscaping, rocks/boulders, fencing, walls, signage and/or other appropriate
mechanisms, to minimize unauthorized public ascdemestic animal predation, illegal trespass

or dumping.

Grading/Land DevelopmentManufactured slopes associated with proposed site development
must not extend into the onsite drainage area.

Section 6.3.2 Additional Surveys and Procedures

The projet site is located within the Western Riverside County MSHCP Additional survey area
for Los Angeles pocket mous@drognathus longimembris brevinajusnd Burrowing vl
(Athene cunicularia  Small mammal surveys for Los Angeles pocket mouse were conducted
from July 6 to July 11, 2019. The surveys were negative for Los Angeles pocket mouse.
addition, focused Burrowing Wl surveys were conducted on Jaly, 23, 29, and 31, 2019. No
Burrowing Owl or Burrowing @l sign werefound. Burrowing @Qvl have beerdetermined to

not be preserdn thesite Refer to Appendix D.

6.0 Recommendations

Based upon the findings of this report, it is recommended that the following studies or surveys be
performed as part of the project, as required by the Western RivEisiohty MSHCP:

Sensitive Species

1 Co o p eawld srandethroated whiptail, coastal whiptaitoastal horned lizardSan
Diego blacktailed jackrabbit,c o ast al California gnatcatche
Robi nsonds greegueneately apveedhder the MSHCP. The proposed
project must be consistent with the Western Riverside MSHCP. Payment of the
appropriate development mitigation fees will mitigate any impacts to these species. A fee
schedule can be found in the Local Development Mitigefea Schedule for Fiscal Year
2017. Robinsonds pepper grass is not covered
project impact, the disturbed nature of the project site, and that habitat for this species is
being conserved under the MSHCP, impacts to spefiiom the project would be
considered less than significant under CEQA.

1 Three days prior to any ground disturbing activities or vegetation removal, a qualified
biological monitor should conduct a preconstruction survey to identify any sensitive
biologicd resources to flag for avoidance. Any reptile species that may be present within
the project area shall be relocated outside of the impact areas. In addition, any plant
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species that may be present within the project area shall be relocated outside of th
impact areas.

Burrowing Owl

1 No Burrowing Onl were found during focused survey$herefore, Burrowing @I are
considered not to be presertiowever, die to the presence of suitalBerrowing Qwl
habitat, it is recommended that a preconstruction surveyplerformed prior to the
commencement of project activities.

Nesting Birds

1 It is recommended that vegetation removal be conducted during theesting season
for migratory birds toavoid direct impacts. Theesting season is between February 1
and Semmber 15.

1 If vegetation removal will occur during the migratory bird nesting season, between
February 1 and Septembéb, it is recommended that ponstruction nesting bird
surveys be performed within three days prior to vegetation removal.

1 If active nests are found during nesting bird surveys, they shall be flagged andfac200
buffer shall be fenced around the nests.

1 A biological monitor shall visit the site once a week during ground disturbing activities to
ensure all fencing is in place and nosiBve species are being impacted.
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7.0 Certification

| hereby certify that the statements furnished above and in the attached exhibits present the data
and information required for this biological evaluation, and that the facts, statements, and
information presented are true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief.

Date 08-09-2019 Signed

PROJECT MANAGER

Fieldwork Performed By:

Juan Jose Hernandez

PRINCIPAL BIOLOGIST
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