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Lead agencies may include 15 hardcopies of this document when submitting electronic copies of Environmental Impact
Reports, Negative Declarations, Mitigated Negative Declarations, or Notices of Preparation to the State Clearinghouse
(SCH). The SCH also accepts other summaries, such as EIR Executive Summaries prepared pursuant to CEQA Guidelines
Section 15123. Please include one copy of the Notice of Completion Form (NOC) with your submission and attach the
summary to each electronic copy of the document.
SCH #:
Project Title: Bahia Ridge Fire Road and Trail Improvement Project at Rush Creek Open Space Preserve
Lead Agency: Marin County Open Space District
Contact Name: Jason Hoorn
Email: jhoorn@marincounty.org

Phone Number: (415) 320-4610

Project Location: Novato, Marin County
City

County

Project Description (Proposed actions, location, and/or consequences).
The proposed project would be located southeast portion of the Rush Creek Open Space Preserve within the city of
Novato city limits near the intersection of Bahia Drive & Cerro Crest Drive. The proposed project would
close/decommission numerous existing social trails and realign and construct new trails at Rush Creek Open Space
Preserve to provide the public with a safe multi-use trail system, to enhance visitor experience, and reduce
environmental impacts of fire roads and trails in sensitive areas. Approximately 7,000 feet of new trail construction would
occur, 680 feet of fire road would be converted to a multi-use trail, and approximately 2,300 feet of social trails would be
decommissioned. One trail would be converted from multi-use to a hiking-only trail. The social trails identified for closure
and decommissioning are segments that are no longer needed to access areas, have resulted in habitat fragmentation,
or are in unacceptable conditions resulting from uncontrolled runoff and soil erosion. Trail construction and
decommissioning would occur using small equipment and hand tools. Erosion control, revegetation, visitor education and
signage are also components of the proposed project. The proposed project would reduce environmental impacts and
provide long-term benefits for Rush Creek Open Space Preserve.
Identify the project’s significant or potentially significant effects and briefly describe any proposed mitigation measures that
would reduce or avoid that effect.
The proposed project implements the objectives of the MCOSD Road and Trail Management Plan. Trail design
standards and Best Management Practices (BMPs) implemented as part of the proposed project adhere to the RTMP
and reflect the project-specific application of the programmatic BMPs provided in the RTMP. The BMPs would be
needed to prevent or reduce erosion and sedimentation, protect sensitive natural resources, protect special-status plants
and wildlife, reduce the risk of invasive species occupying the site, and protect cultural resources. Although the RTMP
includes BMPs to protect resources, the IS/MND includes three mitigation measures to 1) define clearly the required
buffers for the protection of special-status and nesting birds, 2) provide protection measures for special-status and
common bats, and to 3) add protection measures for pruning native trees.
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If applicable, describe any of the project’s areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

MCOSD staff provided notification of project to the Federated Indians of Graton Rancheria (FIGR) and the Ione Band of
Miwok Indians (IBMI) October 15, 2020 and asked if they would like to initiate a consultation process pursuant to
Assembly Bill 52. FIGR responded and MCOSD staff met with the tribal THPO on November 20, 2020. MCOSD
presented the proposed project and answered questions. FIGR identified concerns associated with oak trees including
continued tribal access for acorn gathering, preventing the spread of sudden oak death, and protection of the stand of
blue oaks in the project vicinity. MCOSD assured FIGR that existing access for acorn gathering would continue although
access along existing trails proposed for decommissioning would be closed for all visitors. FIGR expressed concerns
about the spread of Sudden Oak Death, and MCOSD discussed BMPs included in the project. Some proposed project
elements would occur within blue oak – white oak woodlands, including several proposed trail decommissioning and
development of the proposed Blue Oak Multi-Use Trail. The proposed Blue Oak Multi-Use Trail would provide a critical
connection between Bahia Ridge Fire Road and the Bahia Trail, replacing a social trail proposed for decommissioning.
No blue oaks or any other trees would be removed as a result of the proposed project. Disturbed areas created during
trail construction would be revegetated using native grasses, forbs, shrubs, and trees with species dependent on the
site-specific conditions. Revegetation efforts would also include planting oaks propagated from locally collected seed
sources.
Equestrians expressed concerns about maintaining loop trails following project implementation, which the project does.

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.
The proposed project would be located entirely on the MCOSD Rush Creek Preserve. New trail segments would not be
located in areas or disturb areas under the jurisdiction of other local, state, or federal agencies; therefore, no permits or
approval would be necessary.

