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Lead agencies may include 15 hardcopies of this document when submitting electronic copies of Environmental Impact
Reports, Negative Declarations, Mitigated Negative Declarations, or Notices of Preparation to the State Clearinghouse
(SCH). The SCH also accepts other summaries, such as EIR Executive Summaries prepared pursuant to CEQA Guidelines
Section 15123. Please include one copy of the Notice of Completion Form (NOC) with your submission and attach the
summary to each electronic copy of the document.

SCH #:

Project Title: Kern Council of Governments 2022 Regional Transportation Plan and Sustainable Communities Strategy

Lead Agency: Kern Council of Governments

Contact Name: Y asmeen Hussain

I yhussain@impactsciences.com

Emai Phone Number:

Project Location: Kern County

City County

Project Description (Proposed actions, location, and/or consequences).

The Kern Council of Governments (Kern COG), as Lead Agency, is publishing this Notice of Preparation
(NOP) to prepare a Program Environmental Impact Report (Program EIR) in accordance with the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) for the 2022 Regional Transportation Plan and Sustainable
Communities Strategy (RTP/SCS).

Identify the project’s significant or potentially significant effects and briefly describe any proposed mitigation measures that
would reduce or avoid that effect.

The 2022 RTP/SCS is a regional planning document that provides policy guidance to local jurisdictions within Kern
County. Specifically, it necessitates preparation of a Program EIR, which is a “first-tier” CEQA document designed to
consider “broad policy alternatives and program wide mitigation measures” (State CEQA Guidelines Sec. 15168). The
programmatic environmental analysis for the Program EIR will evaluate environmental effects, such as direct and indirect
effects, growth-inducing impacts, and cumulative impacts, and will include mitigation measures to offset any identified
potentially significant adverse environmental effects. In addition, the Program EIR will supply the foundation for
subsequent, site-specific environmental reviews that will be conducted by implementation agencies, as projects in the
RTP/SCS are developed (State CEQA Guidelines Sec. 15385).

The RTP/SCS Program EIR will provide an opportunity to inform decision makers and the public about potential
environmental effects associated with the implementation of the RTP/SCS and alternatives. This first-tier regional-scale
environmental analysis will also help local agencies evaluate and reduce direct and indirect impacts, growth-inducing
impacts, and cumulative environmental effects with respect to local projects.
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continued

If applicable, describe any of the project's areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.

Kern Council of Governments
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