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Lead agencies may include 15 hardcopies of this document when submitting electronic copies of Environmental Impact
Reports, Negative Declarations, Mitigated Negative Declarations, or Notices of Preparation to the State Clearinghouse
(SCH). The SCH also accepts other summaries, such as EIR Executive Summaries prepared pursuant to CEQA Guidelines
Section 15123. Please include one copy of the Notice of Completion Form (NOC) with your submission and attach the
summary to each electronic copy of the document.
SCH #:
Project Title:

Refugio Beach Oil Spill Final Damage Assessment and Restoration Plan/Environmental Assessment (DAR

Lead Agency: Department of Fish and Wildlife, Office of Spill Prevention and Response
Contact Name:

Michael Anderson or Katherine Verrue-Slater

Email:

Phone Number:

Project Location: Gaviota, Goleta, Santa Barbara, Oxnard, Santa Monica
City

916-375-6672/916-375-2078

Santa Barbara, Ventura, and Los Angeles
County

Project Description (Proposed actions, location, and/or consequences).
In accordance with the Oil Pollution Act of 1990 Natural Resource Damage Assessment (NRDA) regulations (See 33
U.S.C. Section 2706(e) and 15 CFR Part 990), the Natural Resource Trustees prepared the DARP/EA to inform the
public about the natural resource damage assessment and restoration planning to restore natural resources injured by
the 2015 Refugio Beach Oil Spill. The DARP/EA describes the preferred restoration alternatives to restore injured
resources including shoreline habitats, fish and subtidal habitats, seabirds, marine mammals, and compensate for
impacts to human use.

Identify the project’s significant or potentially significant effects and briefly describe any proposed mitigation measures that
would reduce or avoid that effect.
The restoration alternatives include sandy beach and rocky intertidal projects (Ellwood Seawall removal - City of Goleta;
black abalone enhancement - Gaviota Coast in Santa Barbara County; and restore degraded sand dune habitats near
Oxnard in Ventura County and Santa Monica in Los Angeles County); fish and subtidal projects (restore abalone
populations in Marine Protected Areas in Santa Barbara County; restore eelgrass beds in or around Refugio cove;
restore sand-dwelling kelp offshore of Goleta Beach); seabird projects (restore brown pelican nesting colonies on
Anacapa Island through invasive plant removal; outreach and education to reduce seabird injuries from fishing hook and
line injuries in Santa Barbara, Ventura and Los Angeles Counties; protect western snowy plover breeding colony at Coal
Oil Point Reserve); marine mammal projects (augment stranding cleanup and treatment capability of an existing local
wildlife care facility in Santa Barbara or Ventura County: augment an existing program to disentangle cetaceans in areas
off southern California coast); recreation projects (the DARP/EA addresses the funding allocation for human use projects
and the processes for project selection - State Parks to select projects to benefit recreational activities associated with
State Parks’ units from Gaviota to El Capitan State Beach; State Trustees to administer South Coast Shoreline Parks
and Outdoor Recreation Grants Program to fund projects that benefit recreational activities down coast of El Capitan
State Beach; Regents of the University of California to fund projects benefitting research, education, and outreach at
Coal Oil Point Reserve.)
No proposed mitigation measures will be necessary as all projects will benefit the environment described above.
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continued
If applicable, describe any of the project’s areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.
Natural Resource Trustee Agencies (Trustees)
-

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA)
United States Department of the Interior, represented by the United States Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS)
National Park Service (NPS) and Bureau of Land Management (BLM)
California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW); the California Department of Parks and Recreation (CDPR)
California State Lands Commission (CSLC); and
Regents of the University of California (the Regents)

