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Lead agencies may include 15 hardcopies of this document when submitting electronic copies of Environmental Impact
Reports, Negative Declarations, Mitigated Negative Declarations, or Notices of Preparation to the State Clearinghouse
(SCH). The SCH also accepts other summaries, such as EIR Executive Summaries prepared pursuant to CEQA Guidelines
Section 15123. Please include one copy of the Notice of Completion Form (NOC) with your submission and attach the
summary to each electronic copy of the document.
SCH #:
Project Title:

Verano Hotel and Housing

Lead Agency: County of Sonoma
Contact Name:
Email:

Eric Gage

eric.gage@sonoma-county.org

Phone Number:

(707) 565-1391

Project Location: Sonoma County
City

County

Project Description (Proposed actions, location, and/or consequences).
The applicant proposes to construct a three-story, 120-room hotel with a rooftop observation deck and garden on the
southern portion of the 5.9 acre property. The hotel also includes a café/bar on the roof deck, and swimming pool for
guests. The height of the hotel at the highest point is 52 feet and 10 inches at tower elements. The proposed housing
project is located on the northern portion of the property and consists of a 100 percent affordable rental apartment
complex of 71 units and a manager’s unit, in six buildings, with community rooms, landscaped courtyards and pedestrian
paths with a maximum height of 43 feet. Fifteen percent of the units will be restricted to very low income renters through
an affordability agreement with the County. The remaining 85% with the exception of the manager’s unit will be
affordable to moderate, low, and very low income levels, to be determined by funding sources. Also proposed is a
landscaped parklet of approximately 15,000 square feet on land owned by County Parks Department, but maintained by
the applicant. The parklet property is located at the southwest corner of the project and will contain passive recreation
amenities such as benches, water fountains, historical and educational markers.
Identify the project’s significant or potentially significant effects and briefly describe any proposed mitigation measures that
would reduce or avoid that effect.
Aesthetics - the project is prominently visible from the road and from the regional park across the street. A photo
simulation was prepared, and the design was approved by the County Design Review Committee.
Air Quality - the project has the potential to expose populations to pollutants. Construction equipment will be equipped
with Tier 3 engines and filters, and best practices will be implemented to reduce dust from the site.
Biology - Agua Caliente Creek borders the property. Biological studies were prepared and a 50-foot buffer from the creek
was established.
Tribal Cultural Resources - The project could uncover cultural resources during construction. Construction personnel will
be trained to recognize these resources in the field, and a protocol for unanticipated discovery will be followed. A tribal
monitor and qualified archeologist will also be present during ground disturbance work.
Geology and Soils - The potential for seismic ground shaking in the county is significant. All construction will be
consistent with the County's requirements and California Building Code regulations for seismic safety.
Greenhouse Gases - Project emissions are potentially significant. Proposed mitigations include on-site reduction solar,
and purchase of cap-and-trade offsets.
Noise - construction will be limited to regular daytime hours, and equipment will have mufflers where feasible.
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continued
If applicable, describe any of the project’s areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

None

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.
Regional Water Quality Control Board

