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SCH #: 2021060358

Project Title: San Francisco Housing Element

Lead Agency: San Francisco Planning Department

Contact Name: Elizabeth White

Email: CPC.HousingElementUpdateEIR@sfgov.org Phone Number: 628-652-7557

San Francisco San Francisco
City County

Project Location:

Project Description (Proposed actions, location, and/or consequences).

The San Francisco Planning Commission proposes to update the 2014 housing element. The housing element update
establishes goals, policies, and actions to address the existing and projected housing needs. It would not implement
specific changes to existing land use controls or approve any physical development. The proposed action would not
result in any direct physical changes to the environment, but would result in reasonably foreseeable indirect changes and
lead to future actions, such as planning code amendments to increase height limits along transit corridors and modify
density controls in low-density areas that are primarily located on the west and north sides of the city, designation of
housing sustainability districts, and approval of development projects consistent with the goals, policies, and actions of
the housing element update. Under the proposed action, the department projects approximately 150,000 housing units
would be constructed in San Francisco by 2050, compared to 2020 conditions. The department projects approximately
102,000 housing units would be constructed by 2050 under the existing 2014 housing element. In other words, the
department predicts that approximately 50,000 more housing units would be constructed by 2050.

Identify the project’s significant or potentially significant effects and briefly describe any proposed mitigation measures that
would reduce or avoid that effect.

Significant impacts would be reduced to a less-than-significant level with implementation of mitigation measures for
cultural resources (archeology and human remains), tribal cultural resources, recreation, public services, groundborne
vibration, air quality (construction), utilities and service systems (electronic power or telecommunication facilities), and
geology and soils (paleontological resources).

The project could have significant and unavoidable impacts even with the implementation of mitigation measures for
cultural resources (built-environment historic resources), transportation and circulation (transit delay and loading), noise,
air quality (criteria pollutants and exposure of sensitive receptors to substantial levels of fine particulate matter and toxic
air contaminants), wind, shadow, and utilities and service systems (wastewater facilities).

Significant impacts would remain significant and unavoidable where mitigation is not feasible for transportation and
circulation (construction) and utilities and service systems (water supply).
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continued

If applicable, describe any of the project's areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

Visual character, displacement of people and people experiencing homelessness, public services (firefighting for
post-earthquake fires, public schools), tree canopy cover, soil excavation and loss, energy demand from construction,
tribal cultural consultation, traffic congestion, public transit infrastructure, increases in vehicle miles traveled, noise
impacts, addressing climate change and equity issues, increase in office space availability and air quality impacts
associated with carbon-intensive commutes, emissions and climate change associated with housing construction in

outlying and car-dependent areas, aging infrastructure, water for firefighting service, increases in demand on water and
wastewater infrastructure, and increasing upzoning in specific neighborhoods.

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.
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