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Lead agencies may include 15 hardcopies of this document when submitting electronic copies of Environmental Impact
Reports, Negative Declarations, Mitigated Negative Declarations, or Notices of Preparation to the State Clearinghouse
(SCH). The SCH also accepts other summaries, such as EIR Executive Summaries prepared pursuant to CEQA Guidelines
Section 15123. Please include one copy of the Notice of Completion Form (NOC) with your submission and attach the
summary to each electronic copy of the document.

SCH #: Not yet assigned

Project Title: Draft Regulation 13: Climate Pollutants, Rule 5: Petroleum Refinery Hydrogen Plants

Lead Agency: Bay Area Air Quality Management District

Contact Name: Jacob Finkle, Senior Air Quality Specialist

I jffinkle@baagmd.gov 415 749 8435

Emai Phone Number:

Bay Area Air Quality Management District (9 Bay Area counties)
City County

Project Location:

Project Description (Proposed actions, location, and/or consequences).

Draft Regulation 13: Climate Pollutants, Rule 5: Petroleum Refinery Hydrogen Plants would limit vented emissions of
total organic compounds (including both methane and other organic compounds) from hydrogen production, hydrogen
carrying systems, and hydrogen end users such as process units at petroleum refineries. The Air District has a policy
goal of reducing Bay Area greenhouse gas emissions to 40 percent below 1990 levels by 2030, and 80 percent below
1990 levels by 2050. Methane is a potent and short-lived climate pollutant with a global warming potential 86 times
greater than that of carbon dioxide, when compared on a 20-year time horizon. The intent of draft Rule 13-5 is to
minimize both methane and other organic compound emissions, which can be vented from atmospheric vents at
petroleum refinery hydrogen plants during normal operating conditions, startups, shutdowns, malfunctions, upsets, and
emergencies. The project would apply within the Bay Area Air Quality Management District (“Air District”), which includes
all of Alameda, Contra Costa, Marin, Napa, San Francisco, San Mateo, and Santa Clara counties, and the southern
portions of Solano and Sonoma counties.

Identify the project’s significant or potentially significant effects and briefly describe any proposed mitigation measures that
would reduce or avoid that effect.

The Air District is the lead agency undertaking preparation of a Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) for the Draft
Regulation 13: Climate Pollutants, Rule 5: Petroleum Refinery Hydrogen Plants. The purpose of this Notice of
Preparation/Initial Study (NOP/IS) is to seek comments about the scope and content of the environmental impact
assessment that will be conducted for the project. Adoption and implementation of Draft Regulation 13: Climate
Pollutants, Rule 5: Petroleum Refinery Hydrogen Plants has the potential to result in environmental effects in the
environmental impact areas identified in the Initial Study (IS). Copies of the IS and all other related documents can be
found at https://www.baagmd.gov/rules-and-compliance/rules/reg-13-rule5-petroleum-refinery-hydrogen-plants
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continued

If applicable, describe any of the project's areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

n/a

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.

n/a
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