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Lead agencies may include 15 hardcopies of this document when submitting electronic copies of Environmental Impact
Reports, Negative Declarations, Mitigated Negative Declarations, or Notices of Preparation to the State Clearinghouse
(SCH). The SCH also accepts other summaries, such as EIR Executive Summaries prepared pursuant to CEQA Guidelines
Section 15123. Please include one copy of the Notice of Completion Form (NOC) with your submission and attach the
summary to each electronic copy of the document.
SCH #: 2021070007
Project Title: Proposed Regulation 13, Rule 5, Climate Pollutants from Industrial Hydrogen Plants
Lead Agency: Bay Area Air Quality Management District
Contact Name: Victor Douglas
Email: vdouglas@baaqmd.gov (please also email
lcackette@baaqmd.go
Project Location: 9 bay area counties
City

Phone Number: 4157494752

County

Project Description (Proposed actions, location, and/or consequences).
The Air District is currently proposing new Rule 13-5.
Proposed Rule 13-5 would limit vented emissions of total organic compounds (methane and other hydrocarbons) from
hydrogen production and hydrogen carrying systems. Air District regulations currently exclude methane from the
definition of “organic compounds”, but “total organic compounds” as proposed in Rule 13-5 are defined to include
organic compounds and methane. Currently, nearly all hydrogen production plants in the Bay Area operate integrally or
in support of petroleum refinery operations; however, as demand for hydrogen increases to fuel vehicles, among other
purposes, more stand-alone hydrogen facilities are likely to begin operations. Proposed Rule 13-5 seeks to control
emissions from all hydrogen production plants that utilize steam-methane reformation, as this process can result in
venting of methane and other organic compounds.

Identify the project’s significant or potentially significant effects and briefly describe any proposed mitigation measures that
would reduce or avoid that effect.
The Draft EIR for Rule 13-5 concluded that air quality impacts associated with the construction and operation of air
pollution control equipment would be potentially significant after mitigation due to potential NOx emissions, if both
affected facilities comply with Proposed Rule 13-5 by building new flares. The Draft EIR also concluded that NOx
emissions may result in cumulatively considerable impacts.
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If applicable, describe any of the project’s areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.

