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If applicable, describe any of the project’s areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.


	Print Form Button: 
	Text Field: 2021060647
	Project Title: Niles Canyon Trail Project
	Lead Agency: Alameda County Public Works Agency
	Contact Name: Amber Lo
	Email: amberl@acpwa.org
	Phone Number: 
	Project Location: 
	Project Description: The County of Alameda (Lead Agency) proposes to construct a six-mile, Class 1,  multi-use trail for pedestrians, bicyclists, and equestrians between the unincorporated community of Sunol and Niles District of the City of Fremont, both in Alameda County. In addition, the project would provide a critical link to Palomares Road bypassing State Route 84 (SR-84) and would expand the Alameda Creek Trail, which provides a direct connection to the 500-mile San Francisco Bay Trail. The proposed trail would consist of a 10-foot wide, all-weather surface with 2-foot shoulders on either side composed of decomposed granite.  The trail would meet accessibility guidelines, and include different barrier options to separate trail users from railroad and highway traffic. In addition, retaining walls would need to be installed in some locations to accommodate slope cuts. The project would include provisions of staging areas with sufficient parking to avoid impacts to surrounding neighborhoods from visitors’ vehicles. Staging areas would be created at both Niles and Sunol, as well as Palomares Road. In addition, existing staging areas associated with the Alameda Creek Trail could support the need for parking. The project would be constructed in three phases.
	Project's Effects: Potential impacts to Air Quality, Biological Resources, Cultural and Tribal Cultural Resources, Geology and Soils, Hazards, Hydrology and Water Quality, Noise and Transportation were identified and mitigated to a less-than-significant level.
Air Quality Measures: Implement BAAQMD Basic Construction Mitigation Measures
Biological Resources Measures: Conduct awareness training and pre-construction surveys, implement BMPs during construction, monitoring, establishment of buffers, obtaining regulatory permits, compensatory mitigation, and tree replacement.
Cultural/Tribal Cultural Measures: Conduct awareness training, preparation of a cultural resources monitoring plan and monitoring during ground disturbance; resource protection for any discovered resources
Geology and Soils Measures: Prepare site-specific Geotechnical Evaluation to address landslides; retaining wall and grading design; and paleontological resources protection
Hazards Measures: Prepare a Phase II ESA and implement a Soil Management Plan
Hydrology/Water Quality Measures: Implement BMPs; prepare hydraulic analysis of proposed bridge designs
Noise Measures: Implement best management practices in compliance with County noise standards.
Transportation Measures: Prepare a Traffic Control Plan for temporary construction traffic

	Areas of Controversy: Aesthetics, including impacts to Scenic Highway (addressed in Section 4.1, Aesthetics)
Biological resources, including impacts to special-status species, especially Alameda whipsnake, impediments to wildlife movement, tree removal, invasive plants, and impacts to creeks, jurisdictional waters and riparian habitat (addressed in Section 4.3, Biological Resources)
Archaeological and tribal cultural resources, including tribal consultation (addressed in Section 4.4, Cultural Resources, and Section 4.13, Tribal Cultural Resources)
Hazardous materials, including potential contamination associated with Leaking Underground Fuel Tanks and/or materials associated with the railroad (addressed in Section 4.6, Hazards and Hazardous Materials)
Hydrology and water quality, stormwater treatment, floodplain impacts, groundwater, and impacts to nearby receiving waters, including Alameda Creek (addressed in Section 4.7, Hydrology and Water Quality)
Land use, including compatibility of trail use with adjacent ranch uses, public safety (addressed in Section 4.9, Land Use)
Transportation including vehicle trips, parking, staging, equitable access, and temporary impacts associated with project construction (addressed in Section 4.12, Transportation)
Utilities and service systems, including water conveyance infrastructure, potential relocation of utilities in the project area, solid waste (e.g., trash) resulting from trail use (addressed in Section 4.14 Utilities and Service Systems)
	List of Agencies: California Department of Fish and Wildlife 
State Water Resources Control Board 
San Francisco Regional Water Quality Control Board 
United States Army Corps of Engineers
United States Fish and Wildlife Service
California Department of Transportation
Union Pacific Railroad
City of Fremont
San Francisco Public Utilities Commission



