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summary to each electronic copy of the document.
SCH #:

2021070316

Project Title: 31727 Coast Highway Civic Site Project
Lead Agency: City of Laguna Beach
Contact Name:
Email:

Jeremy Frimond

jfrimond@lagunabeachcity.net

Phone Number:

(949) 464-6673

Project Location: Laguna Beach , Orange County
City

County

Project Description (Proposed actions, location, and/or consequences).
The City of Laguna Beach’s Administrative Policy Manual, Chapter Five, General Policy 5-17, provides procedures for
the City to follow in the acquisition of real property for City use/ownership, etc. In part, Section 5 Environmental Review
notes that acquisition of real property by a public agency is a “project” within the meaning of the California Environmental
Quality Act (CEQA) and may be subject to certain exemptions. Further, the policy advises that the Community
Development Department should be consulted to ensure that the appropriate environmental review is conducted and that
any necessary environmental documentation is completed prior to a decision to acquire the parcel. Therefore, an Initial
Study was prepared to consider the City’s potential acquisition of the real property located at 31727 Coast Highway,
Laguna Beach, California. In order to analyze potential impacts for the purposes of CEQA, the City has considered
several potential uses that could benefit the residents of the community. The analysis considers the acquisition of the
project site and site preparation and construction of a community-serving land use that could be any one of the following:
pocket park, public restrooms, public surface parking lot, or a replacement fire station for Fire Station No. 4. Development
of the site with a fire station would represent the most intensive use of the site as it has the greatest potential for
environmental impacts. The Initial Study determined that all project impacts under the most intensive potential site use
would be less than significant or less than significant with mitigation incorporated.
Identify the project’s significant or potentially significant effects and briefly describe any proposed mitigation measures that
would reduce or avoid that effect.
Aesthetics- construction activities could produce temporary aesthetic impacts. MM AES-1 would require perimeter
screening of construction and staging areas to shield public views.
Biological Resources- The project would include removal of three trees, which could impact nesting birds protected under
the MBTA if any are present. MM BIO-1 would require a preconstruction nesting bird survey if construction is to occur
during the nesting season, and the protection of any nests found to be present.
Cultural Resources- Project construction could potentially damage previously undiscovered archaeological resources and
human remains. MM CR-1 would require monitoring by a qualified archaeologist and MM CR-2 would require the proper
treatment of any buried archeological resources discovered. MM CR-3 provides procedures in the unlikely event that
human remains are unearthed during construction.
Geology- Project construction could potentially damage previously undiscovered paleontological resources. MM GEO-1
would require the implementation of a paleontological resources mitigation and monitoring program, which would provide
for monitoring during ground disturbing construction activities and the proper treatment of any fossils uncovered.
Hazards- Demolition of the existing structure on site could result in impacts to construction workers and the public due to
the potential presence of asbestos and lead-based paint in the building. MM HAZ-1 would require the proper handling
and disposal of any potentially hazardous building materials in accordance with OSHA, SCAQMD, and federal
regulations.
Tribal Cultural Resources- Project construction could potentially damage previously undiscovered tribal cultural
resources. MM TCR-1 ould require monitoring by a tribal monitor and MM TCR-2 would require the proper treatment of
any buried tribal cultural resources discovered.
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continued
If applicable, describe any of the project’s areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

Noise, traffic and safety, ocean views

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.
None

