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SCH #:
Project Title:

California Aqueduct San Luis Canal Geotechnical Investigations Project

Lead Agency: California Department of Water Resources (DWR)
Contact Name:
Email:

Environmental Science Associates - Stephanie Breeden on behalf of DWR

sbreeden@esassoc.com

Phone Number:

Project Location: Cantua Creek, Coalinga, Huron, Kettleman City
City

(503) 568-6866

Fresno and Kings County
County

Project Description (Proposed actions, location, and/or consequences).
In coordination with Reclamation, DWR is proposing to perform geotechnical investigations along the California Aqueduct
(Aqueduct), San Luis Canal (SLC) embankments of Pools 17, 18, 20 and 21, within adjacent borrow sites, near
abandoned utility pipelines and specified bridges. The proposed geotechnical investigations would inform the design of
Aqueduct SLC Embankment and Liner Raise Project, which would address subsidence by restoring the capacity of Pools
17, 18, 20 and 21 from Milepost (MP) 122 to MP 143 and MP 155 to MP 172 of the SLC portion of the Aqueduct in
Fresno and Kings Counties. The Proposed Project would: characterize and evaluate the existing soil and subsurface
conditions beneath the embankment, bridges, irrigation, and utility crossings;evaluate the existing engineered
embankment and liner foundation to determine appropriate excavation depths and the requirements for subsidence
control measures; evaluate soil composition and chemistry of the potential borrow sites that would provide materials to
raise the embank; and evaluate soil for potential contaminants adjacent to abandoned under crossing pipelines.

Identify the project’s significant or potentially significant effects and briefly describe any proposed mitigation measures that
would reduce or avoid that effect.
Mitigation measures have been incorporated to reduce impacts to less than significant levels for biological, cultural and
geological resources. Mitigation measures for biological resources include pre-activity surveys, environmental awareness
training, bird nest avoidance, drilling location survey and avoidance, vehicle speed limit, timing of work, open holes, and
trash measures. Mitigation for cultural resources include construction worker cultural resources sensitivity training,
pre-construction cultural resources surveys, avoidance of cultural resources, unanticipated discovery protocol for cultural
resources, and unanticipated discovery of protocol for human remains. Mitigation measures for geology and soil
resources include the retention of a qualified paleontologist, paleontological resources sensitivity training, paleontological
monitoring, paleontological resources treatment and disposition, and paleontological resources monitoring report
preparation.
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continued
If applicable, describe any of the project’s areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

N/A

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.
United States Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS)
California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW)

