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Table 1. CNPS Rare Plant Inventory Nine-quad Search Results with Habitat Suitability1.  

Scientific Name Common Name List Habitat Low (ft) High (ft) Habitat Present on Site
Allium hoffmanii Beegum onion 4.3 Lower montane coniferous forest 

(serpentinite)
3605 5905 No-Project too low in elevation.

Anisocarpus 
scabridus

scabrid alpine tarplant 1B.3 Upper montane coniferous forest 
(metamorphic, rocky)

5410 7545 No-Project too low in elevation.

Arctostaphylos 
hispidula

Howell's manzanita 4.2 Chaparral (serpentinite or sandstone) 390 4100 Unlikely-Chaparral not present.

Arctostaphylos 
manzanita ssp. 
elegans

Konocti manzanita 1B.3 Chaparral, Cismontane woodland, 
Lower montane coniferous forest

1295 5300 Possible-

Arnica spathulata Klamath arnica 4.3 Lower montane coniferous forest 
(serpentinite)

2095 5905 Unlikely-Serpentinite not present.

Astragalus 
agnicidus

Humboldt County milk-
vetch

1B.1 Broadleafed upland forest, North 
Coast coniferous forest

390 2625 Possible-Broadleafed upland forest present.

Astragalus rattanii 
var. rattanii

Rattan's milk-vetch 4.3 Chaparral, Cismontane woodland, 
Lower montane coniferous forest

95 2705 Unlikely-Chaparral, Cismontane woodland not 
present. Streambanks present.

Astragalus 
umbraticus

Bald Mountain milk-
vetch

2B.3 Cismontane woodland, Lower 
montane coniferous forest

490 4100 Unlikely-Cismontane woodland and Lower 
montane coniferous forest not present.

Calycadenia 
micrantha

small-flowered 
calycadenia

1B.2 Chaparral, Meadows and seeps 
(volcanic), Valley and foothill 
grassland

15 4920 Possible-Valley and foothill grassland present.

Carex praticola northern meadow sedge 2B.2 Meadows and seeps (mesic) 0 10500 Possible-Meadow areas present.
Carex scabriuscula Siskiyou sedge 4.3 Lower montane coniferous forest, 

Meadows and seeps, Upper montane 
coniferous forest

2325 7695 Unlikely- Lower montane coniferous forest, 
meadow and seep, and upper montane 
coniferous forest not present.

Collomia tracyi Tracy's collomia 4.3 Broadleafed upland forest, Lower 
montane coniferous forest

980 6890 Possible-Broadleafed upland forest present.

Coptis laciniata Oregon goldthread 4.2 Meadows and seeps, North Coast 
coniferous forest (streambanks)

0 3280 Possible-Meadow areas present.

Cryptantha 
rostellata

red-stemmed cryptantha 4.2 Cismontane woodland, Valley and 
foothill grassland

130 2625 Possible-Valley and foothill grassland present.

Cypripedium 
fasciculata

clustered lady's-slipper 4.2 Lower montane coniferous forest, 
North Coast coniferous forest

325 7990 Unlikely-Lower montane coniferous forest and 
North Coast coniferous forest not present.

Cypripedium 
montane

mountain lady's-slipper 4.2 Broadleafed upland forest, 
Cismontane woodland, Lower 
montane coniferous forest, North 
Coast coniferous forest

605 7300 Possible- Broadleaf Upland forest present.

Epilobium 
organum

Oregon fireweed 1B.2 Bogs and fens, Lower montane 
coniferous forest, Meadows and 
seeps, Upper montane coniferous 
forest

1640 7350 Unlikely- Bogs and fens, Lower montane 
coniferous forest, meadow and seep and Upper 
montane coniferous forest not present.

Epilobium 
septentrional

Humboldt County 
fuchsia

4.3 Broadleafed upland forest, North 
Coast coniferous forest

145 5905 Possible-Broadleafed upland forest present.

Erigeron 
septentrional

Mad River fleabane daisy 1B.2 Lower montane coniferous forest, 
Meadows and seeps (open, dry)

4180 4920 Possible-Meadow areas present.

Erythronium 
organum

giant fawn lily 2B.2 Cismontane woodland, Meadows and 
seeps

325 3775 Possible-Meadow areas present.

Erythronium 
revoluta

coast fawn lily 2B.2 Bogs and fens, Broadleafed upland 
forest, North Coast coniferous forest

0 5250 Possible-Broadleafed upland forest present.

Bucephalus
glabrate

Siskiyou aster 4.3 Lower montane coniferous forest, 
Upper montane coniferous forest

390 8875 Unlikely- Lower montane coniferous forest and 
Upper montane coniferous forest not present.

Fritillaria glauca Siskiyou fritillaria 4.2 Alpine boulder and rock field, 
Subalpine coniferous forest, Upper 
montane coniferous forest

5690 8005 No-Project too low in elevation.

 
1 Inventory of Rare and Endangered Vascular Plants. California Native Plants Society. 2018. http://rareplants.cnps.org/. 

 

Epilobium 
organum

Oregon fireweed 1B.2 Bogs and fens, Lower montane 
coniferous forest, Meadows and 
seeps, Upper montane coniferous 
forest

1640 7350 Unlikely- Bogs and fens, Lower montane 
coniferous forest, meadow and seep and Upper 
montane coniferous forest not present.

Epilobium 
septentrional

Humboldt County 
fuchsia

4.3 Broadleafed upland forest, North 
Coast coniferous forest

145 5905 Possible-Broadleafed upland forest present.

Erigeron 
septentrional

Mad River fleabane daisy 1B.2 Lower montane coniferous forest, 
Meadows and seeps (open, dry)

4180 4920 Possible-Meadow areas present.

Erythronium 
organum

giant fawn lily 2B.2 Cismontane woodland, Meadows and 
seeps

325 3775 Possible-Meadow areas present.

Erythronium 
revoluta

coast fawn lily 2B.2 Bogs and fens, Broadleafed upland 
forest, North Coast coniferous forest

0 5250 Possible-Broadleafed upland forest present.

Bucephalus
glabrate

Siskiyou aster 4.3 Lower montane coniferous forest, 
Upper montane coniferous forest

390 8875 Unlikely- Lower montane coniferous forest and 
Upper montane coniferous forest not present.

Fritillaria glauca Siskiyou fritillaria 4.2 Alpine boulder and rock field, 
Subalpine coniferous forest, Upper 
montane coniferous forest

5690 8005 No-Project too low in elevation.

Gilia capitata ssp. 
Pacifica

Pacific gilia 1B.2 Coastal bluff scrub, Chaparral 
(openings), Coastal prairie, Valley 
and foothill grassland

15 5465 Possible-Valley and foothill grassland present.

Hossack Hossack Yolla Bolly Mtns. bird's-
foot trefoil

1B.2 Meadows and seeps, Upper montane 
coniferous forest (openings)

5395 7005 No-Project too low in elevation.

Howellia aquatilis water howellia 2B.2 Marshes and swamps (freshwater) 3555 4230 No-Project too low in elevation.
Kopsiopsis 
hookeri

small groundcone 2B.3 North Coast coniferous forest 295 2905 Unlikely-North Coast coniferous forest not 
present.

Lathyrus biflorus two-flowered pea 1B.1 Lower montane coniferous forest 
(serpentinite)

4490 4545 No-Project too low in elevation.

Lilium rubescens redwood lily 4.2 Broadleafed upland forest, Chaparral, 
Lower montane coniferous forest, 
North Coast coniferous forest, Upper 
montane coniferous forest

95 6265 Possible- Broadleaf Upland forest present.

Listera cordata heart-leaved twayblade 4.2 Bogs and fens, Lower montane 
coniferous forest, North Coast 
coniferous forest

15 4495 Unlikely- Bogs and fens, lower montane 
coniferous forest, and North Coast coniferous 
forest not present.

Lupinus 
constancei

The Lassics lupine 1B.1 Lower montane coniferous forest 
(serpentinite)

4920 6560 No-Project too low in elevation.

Lupinus elmeri South Fork Mountain 
lupine

1B.2 Lower montane coniferous forest 3995 6560 No-Project too low in elevation.

Lycopodium 
clavatum

running-pine 4.1 Lower montane coniferous forest 
(mesic), Marshes and swamps, North 
Coast coniferous forest (mesic)

145 4020 Unlikely- Lower montane coniferous forest, 
marshes and swamps, and North Coast 
coniferous forest not present.

Meesia triquetra three-ranked hump moss 4.2 Bogs and fens, Meadows and seeps, 
Subalpine coniferous forest, Upper 
montane coniferous forest (mesic)

4265 9690 No-Project too low in elevation.



Mitellastra 
caulescens

leafy-stemmed mitrewort 4.2 Broadleafed upland forest, Lower 
montane coniferous forest, Meadows 
and seeps, North Coast coniferous 
forest

15 5575 Possible-Meadow areas present.

Montia howellii Howell's montia 2B.2 Meadows and seeps, North Coast 
coniferous forest, Vernal pools

0 2740 Possible-Meadow areas present.

Packera bolanderi 
var. bolanderi

seacoast ragwort 2B.2 Coastal scrub, North Coast coniferous 
forest

95 2135 No-Project too high in elevation.

Piperia candida white-flowered rein 
orchid

1B.2 Broadleafed upland forest, Lower 
montane coniferous forest, North 
Coast coniferous forest

95 4300 Possible- Broadleaf Upland forest present.

Pityopus 
californicus

California pinefoot 4.2 Broadleafed upland forest, Lower 
montane coniferous forest, North 
Coast coniferous forest, Upper 
montane coniferous forest

45 7300 Possible- Broadleaf Upland forest present.

Platanthera stricta slender bog-orchid 4.2 Lower montane coniferous forest, 
Meadows and seeps

3280 7545 No-Project too low in elevation.

Ptilidium 
californicum

Pacific fuzz wort 4.3 Lower montane coniferous forest, 
Upper montane coniferous forest

3740 5905 No-Project too low in elevation.

Ribes laxiflorum trailing black currant 4.3 North Coast coniferous forest 15 4575 Unlikely-North Coast coniferous forest not 
present.

Sabulina 
decumbens

The Lassics sandwort 1B.2 Lower montane coniferous forest, 
Upper montane coniferous forest

4920 5495 No-Project too low in elevation.

Sanicula tracyi Tracy's sanicle 4.2 Cismontane woodland, Lower 
montane coniferous forest, Upper 
montane coniferous forest

325 5200 Unlikely- Cismontane woodland, Lower montane 
coniferous forest, and Upper montane coniferous 
forest not present.

Sedum laxum ssp. 
flavidum

pale yellow stonecrop 4.3 Broadleafed upland forest, Chaparral, 
Cismontane woodland, Lower 
montane coniferous forest, Upper 
montane coniferous forest

1490 6560 Possible- Broadleaf Upland forest present.

Sidalcea 
malachroides

maple-leaved 
checkerbloom

4.2 Broadleafed upland forest, Coastal 
prairie, Coastal scrub, North Coast 
coniferous forest, Riparian woodland

0 2395 Possible- Broadleaf Upland forest present.

Sidalcea 
malviflora ssp. 
patula

Siskiyou checkerbloom 1B.2 Coastal bluff scrub, Coastal prairie, 
North Coast coniferous forest

45 2885 Unlikely- Coast bluff scrub, Coastal prairie, and 
North Coast coniferous forest not present.

Thermopsis
robusta

robust false lupine 1B.2 Broadleafed upland forest, North 
Coast coniferous forest

490 4920 Possible-Broadleafed upland forest present.

Usnea longissima Methuselah's beard 
lichen

4.2 Broadleafed upland forest, North 
Coast coniferous forest

160 4790 Possible-Broadleafed upland forest present.

Wyethia 
longicaulis

Humboldt County 
wyethia

4.3 Broadleafed upland forest, Coastal 
prairie, Lower montane coniferous 
forest

2460 5005 Possible- Broadleaf Upland forest present.



  

Table 1. CNDDB Nine-quad Search Results with Habitat Suitability1.

Scientific Name
Common 
Name List Habitats General Habitat Habitat Present on Site

Accipiter cooperii Cooper's 
hawk

N Woodland, chiefly of open, interrupted or marginal 
type.

Nest sites mainly in riparian 
growths of deciduous trees, as 
in canyon bottoms on river 
flood-plains; also, live oaks.

Possible- Riparian areas present.

Accipiter gentilis northern 
goshawk

N Within, and in vicinity of, coniferous forest. Uses old 
nests and maintains alternate sites.

Usually nests on north slopes, 
near water. Red fir, lodgepole 
pine, Jeffrey pine, and aspens 
are typical nest trees.

Unlikely- No North coast 
coniferous forest or Subalpine 
coniferous forest.

Aquila chrysaetos golden 
eagle

N Rolling foothills, mountain areas, sage-juniper flats, 
and desert.

Cliff-walled canyons provide 
nesting habitat in most parts 
of range; also, large trees in 
open areas.

Possible- Broadleaved upland 
forest and Valley and foothill 
grassland present.

Arborimus pomo Sonoma 
tree vole

N North coast fog belt from Oregon border to Sonoma
County. In Douglas-fir, redwood & montane 
hardwood-conifer forests.

Feeds almost exclusively on 
Douglas-fir needles. Will 
occasionaly take needles of 
grand fir, hemlock or spruce.

Unlikely- Not much Old growth
or Redwood.

Ascaphus truei Pacific 
tailed frog

N Occurs in montane hardwood-conifer, redwood, 
Douglas-fir & ponderosa pine habitats.

Restricted to perennial 
montane streams. Tadpoles 
require water below 15 degrees 
C.

Possible- Riparian areas present.

Atractelmis 
wawona

Wawona 
riffle beetle

N Aquatic; found in riffles of rapid, small to medium 
clear mountain streams; 2000-5000 ft elev.

Strong preference for 
inhabiting submerged aquatic 
mosses

Possible- Riparian areas present.

Bombus 
caliginosus

obscure 
bumble bee

N Coastal areas from Santa Barbara county to north to 
Washington state.

Food plant genera include 
Baccharis, Cirsium, Lupinus, 
Lotus, Grindelia and Phacelia.

Possible- Prefer coastal areas.

Bombus 
occidentalis

western 
bumble bee

Ca
CE

Once common & widespread, species has declined 
precipitously from central CA to southern B.C., 
perhaps from disease.

No habitat stated.

Corynorhinus 
townsendii

Townsend's 
big-eared 
bat

N Throughout California in a wide variety of habitats. 
Most common in mesic sites.

Roosts in the open, hanging 
from walls and ceilings. 
Roosting sites limiting. 
Extremely sensitive to human 
disturbance.

Possible- Broadleaved upland 
forest and Valley and foothill 
grassland present.

 
1 California Natural Diversity Database. California Department of Fish and Wildlife. 2019. 
https://www.wildlife.ca.gov/Data/CNDDB/Maps-and-Data. 

Emys marmorata western 
pond turtle

N A thoroughly aquatic turtle of ponds, marshes, rivers, 
streams and irrigation ditches, usually with aquatic 
vegetation, below 6000 ft elevation.

Needs basking sites and 
suitable (sandy banks or 
grassy open fields) upland 
habitat up to 0.5 km from 
water for egg-laying.

Possible- Riparian areas present.

Erethizon 
dorsatum

North 
American 
porcupine

N Forested habitats in the Sierra Nevada, Cascade, and 
Coast ranges, with scattered observations from 
forested areas in the Transverse Ranges.

Wide variety of coniferous and 
mixed woodland habitat.

Possible- Broadleaved upland 
forest.

Falco peregrinus 
anatum

American 
peregrine 
falcon

FD 
Ca
D

Near wetlands, lakes, rivers, or other water; on cliffs, 
banks, dunes, mounds; also, human-made 
structures.

Nest consists of a scrape or a 
depression or ledge in an open 
site.

Possible- Riparian areas present.

Martes caurina 
humboldtensis

Humboldt 
marten

Ca
E

Occurs only in the coastal redwood zone from the 
Oregon border south to Sonoma County.

Associated with late-
successional coniferous 
forests, prefer forests with low, 
overhead cover.

Unlikely- No North coast 
coniferous forest or Old growth 
present.

Myotis evotis long-eared 
myotis

N Found in all brush, woodland and forest habitats 
from sea level to about 9000 ft. Prefers coniferous 
woodlands and forests.

Nursery colonies in buildings, 
crevices, spaces under bark, 
and snags. Caves used 
primarily as night roosts.

Possible- forested woodland
areas present.

Myotis volans long-legged 
myotis

N Most common in woodland and forest habitats above 
4000 ft. Trees are important day roosts; caves and 
mines are night roosts.

Nursery colonies usually 
under bark or in hollow trees, 
but occasionally in crevices or 
buildings.

Unlikely- No Upper montane 
coniferous forest present.

North Central 
Coast Summer 
Steelhead Stream

North 
Central 
Coast 
Summer 
Steelhead 
Stream

N Possible- Riparian areas present.

Noyo intersessa Ten Mile 
shoulderba
nd

N Found in coastal dunes, coastal scrub, and riparian 
redwood forest habitats.

Possible- Riparian areas present.

Oncorhynchus 
mykiss irideus 
pop. 36

summer-
run 
steelhead 
trout

Ca
CE

No. Calif coastal streams south to Middle Fork Eel 
River. Within range of Klamath Mtns province DPS & 
No. Calif DPS.

Cool, swift, shallow water & 
clean loose gravel for 
spawning, & suitably large 
pools in which to spend the 
summer.

Possible- Flowing waters on 
parcel. May be too inland.

Pandion haliaetus osprey N Ocean shore, bays, freshwater lakes, and larger 
streams.

Large nests built in tree-tops 
within 15 miles of a good fish-
producing body of water.

Possible- Riparian areas present.

Pekania pennanti fisher -
West Coast 
DPS

Ca
T

Intermediate to large-tree stages of coniferous forests 
and deciduous-riparian areas with high percent 
canopy closure.

Uses cavities, snags, logs and 
rocky areas for cover and 
denning. Needs large areas of 
mature, dense forest.

Possible- Riparian areas present.

Rana aurora northern 
red-legged 
frog

N Humid forests, woodlands, grasslands, and 
streamside in northwestern California, usually near 
dense riparian cover.

Generally near permanent 
water, but can be found far 
from water, in damp woods 
and meadows, during non-
breeding season.

Possible- Riparian areas present.

Rana boylii foothill 
yellow-
legged frog

Ca
CT

Partly-shaded, shallow streams and riffles with a 
rocky substrate in a variety of habitats.

Needs at least some cobble-
sized substrate for egg-laying. 
Needs at least 15 weeks to 
attain metamorphosis.

Possible- Riparian areas present.

Rhyacotriton 
variegatus

southern 
torrent 
salamander

N Coastal redwood, Douglas-fir, mixed conifer, 
montane riparian, and montane hardwood-conifer 
habitats. Old growth forest.

Cold, well-shaded, permanent 
streams and seepages, or 
within splash zone or on moss-
covered rocks within trickling 
water.

Possible- Riparian areas present.

Upland Douglas 
Fir Forest

Upland 
Douglas Fir 
Forest

N No
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C O U N T Y  O F  H U M B O L D T
P L A N N I N G  A N D  B U I L D I N G  D E P A R T M E N T

C U R R E N T  P L A N N I N G  D I V I S I O N  

3015 H Street   Eureka CA 95501    
Phone: (707) 445-7541    Fax: (707) 268-3792 

May 12, 2021 

Bear River Band of Rohnerville Rancheria 
Josefina Cortez, Chairwoman  
266 Keisner Drive 
Loleta, CA  95551 

FROM: Humboldt County Planning & Building Department 

RE:  12095, MDF Enterprises 

Tribal Cultural Resources under the California Environmental Quality Act, AB 52 (Gatto, 2014). Formal 
Notification of determination that a Project Application is Complete or Decision to Undertake a Project, 
and Notification of Consultation Opportunity, pursuant to Public Resources Code § 21080.3.1 (hereafter 
PRC).  

Dear Josefina Cortez, Chairwoman: 

Below please find a description of the proposed project, a description of the project location, and a copy 
of the cultural resources report dated May 2018, updated site plan and confirmation of findings. 

Project Description 
MDF is proposing mixed light cultivation on the 31.85-acre property associated with the APN:210-250-
022. Cultivation areas include the following greenhouses.

1. (10) Existing 27’x100’ greenhouses
2. (1)   Existing 27’x111’ greenhouses
3. (8)   Proposed 25’x100’ greenhouses
4. (16) Proposed 25’x100’ greenhouses

Total nursery area will equal 10% of the total permitted cultivation area and include the following 
structures. 

1. (2) Existing 30’x96’ greenhouses
2. (1) Proposed 30’x108’ nursery building

Total cultivation areas, inclusive of existing, as well as proposed new cultivation and five different ZCCs, 
will be 90,000 s.f.  ZCC #12091 entails approximately 10,000 ft2 approved by the County, of which 5,500 
ft2 will be new cultivation. ZCC #12093 consists of 20,000 ft2 of approved RRR from less suitable property. 
Still pending, is another 20,000 ft2, ZCC #12095. The last two ZCCs #12253 and #12288 both involve 
20,000 ft2 of proposed RRR cultivation from APNs 104-192-001 and 104-192-019.

Project Location 
The project is located in Humboldt County, in the Larabee Valley area, on the North side of State Hwy 
36, at the intersection of State Hwy 36 and Larabee Valley Road, on the property known as 101 Larabee 
Valley Road. 

Lead Agency Point of Contact 
Desmond Johnston, Senior Planner 
Humboldt County Planning & Building Department 
3015 H Street 



Eureka, CA 95501-4484 
Phone:  707-441-2622 
djohnston@co.humboldt.ca.us 

Pursuant to PRC § 21080.3.1 (b), you have 30 days from the receipt of this letter to request consultation, 
in writing, with the Humboldt County Planning & Building Department.   

Respectfully, 

Desmond Johnston 

Desmond Johnston 
Senior Planner 

Cc: Erika Cooper, Tribal Historic Preservation Officer 

Attachment: 12095 Cultural Resource Investigation 



C O U N T Y  O F  H U M B O L D T
P L A N N I N G  A N D  B U I L D I N G  D E P A R T M E N T  

C U R R E N T  P L A N N I N G  D I V I S I O N  

3015 H Street   Eureka CA 95501    
Phone: (707) 445-7541    Fax: (707) 268-3792 

May 12, 2021 

Bear River Band of Rohnerville Rancheria 
Edward “Gusto” Bowie, Cultural Liaison 
266 Keisner Drive 
Loleta, CA  95551 

FROM: Humboldt County Planning & Building Department 

RE:  12095, MDF Enterprises 

Tribal Cultural Resources under the California Environmental Quality Act, AB 52 (Gatto, 2014). Formal 
Notification of determination that a Project Application is Complete or Decision to Undertake a Project, 
and Notification of Consultation Opportunity, pursuant to Public Resources Code § 21080.3.1 (hereafter 
PRC).  

Dear Edward “Gusto” Bowie: 

Below please find a description of the proposed project, a description of the project location, and a copy 
of the cultural resources report dated May 2018, updated site plan and confirmation of findings. 

Project Description 
MDF is proposing mixed light cultivation on the 31.85-acre property associated with the APN:210-250-
022. Cultivation areas include the following greenhouses.

1. (10) Existing 27’x100’ greenhouses
2. (1)   Existing 27’x111’ greenhouses
3. (8)   Proposed 25’x100’ greenhouses
4. (16) Proposed 25’x100’ greenhouses

Total nursery area will equal 10% of the total permitted cultivation area and include the following 
structures. 

1. (2) Existing 30’x96’ greenhouses
2. (1) Proposed 30’x108’ nursery building

Total cultivation areas, inclusive of existing, as well as proposed new cultivation and five different ZCCs, 
will be 90,000 s.f.  ZCC #12091 entails approximately 10,000 ft2 approved by the County, of which 5,500 
ft2 will be new cultivation. ZCC #12093 consists of 20,000 ft2 of approved RRR from less suitable property. 
Still pending, is another 20,000 ft2, ZCC #12095. The last two ZCCs #12253 and #12288 both involve 
20,000 ft2 of proposed RRR cultivation from APNs 104-192-001 and 104-192-019.

Project Location 
The project is located in Humboldt County, in the Larabee Valley area, on the North side of State Hwy 
36, at the intersection of State Hwy 36 and Larabee Valley Road, on the property known as 101 Larabee 
Valley Road. 

Lead Agency Point of Contact 

Desmond Johnston, Senior Planner 
Humboldt County Planning & Building Department 



Eureka, CA 95501-4484 
Phone:  707-441-2622 
djohnston@co.humboldt.ca.us 

Pursuant to PRC § 21080.3.1 (b), you have 30 days from the receipt of this letter to request consultation, 
in writing, with the Humboldt County Planning & Building Department.   

Respectfully, 

Desmond Johnston 

Desmond Johnston 
Senior Planner 

Cc: Erika Cooper, Tribal Historic Preservation Officer 

Attachment: 12095 Cultural Resource Investigation 



C O U N T Y  O F  H U M B O L D T
P L A N N I N G  A N D  B U I L D I N G  D E P A R T M E N T  

C U R R E N T  P L A N N I N G  D I V I S I O N  

3015 H Street   Eureka CA 95501    
Phone: (707) 445-7541    Fax: (707) 268-3792 

May 12, 2021 

Cher-Ae Heights Indian 
Community of the Trinidad Rancheria 
Garth Sundberg, Chairperson 
P.O. Box 630 
Trinidad, CA, 95570-0630 

FROM: Humboldt County Planning & Building Department 

RE:  12095, MDF Enterprises 

Tribal Cultural Resources under the California Environmental Quality Act, AB 52 (Gatto, 2014). Formal 
Notification of determination that a Project Application is Complete or Decision to Undertake a Project, 
and Notification of Consultation Opportunity, pursuant to Public Resources Code § 21080.3.1 (hereafter 
PRC).  

Dear Garth Sundberg: 

Below please find a description of the proposed project, a description of the project location, and a copy 
of the cultural resources report dated May 2018, updated site plan and confirmation of findings. 

Project Description 
MDF is proposing mixed light cultivation on the 31.85-acre property associated with the APN:210-250-
022. Cultivation areas include the following greenhouses.

1. (10) Existing 27’x100’ greenhouses
2. (1)   Existing 27’x111’ greenhouses
3. (8)   Proposed 25’x100’ greenhouses
4. (16) Proposed 25’x100’ greenhouses

Total nursery area will equal 10% of the total permitted cultivation area and include the following 
structures. 

1. (2) Existing 30’x96’ greenhouses
2. (1) Proposed 30’x108’ nursery building

Total cultivation areas, inclusive of existing, as well as proposed new cultivation and five different ZCCs, 
will be 90,000 s.f.  ZCC #12091 entails approximately 10,000 ft2 approved by the County, of which 5,500 
ft2 will be new cultivation. ZCC #12093 consists of 20,000 ft2 of approved RRR from less suitable property. 
Still pending, is another 20,000 ft2, ZCC #12095. The last two ZCCs #12253 and #12288 both involve 
20,000 ft2 of proposed RRR cultivation from APNs 104-192-001 and 104-192-019.

Project Location 
The project is located in Humboldt County, in the Larabee Valley area, on the North side of State Hwy 
36, at the intersection of State Hwy 36 and Larabee Valley Road, on the property known as 101 Larabee 
Valley Road. 

Lead Agency Point of Contact 
Desmond Johnston, Senior Planner 
Humboldt County Planning & Building Department 



3015 H Street 
Eureka, CA 95501-4484 
Phone:  707-441-2622 
djohnston@co.humboldt.ca.us 

Pursuant to PRC § 21080.3.1 (b), you have 30 days from the receipt of this letter to request consultation, 
in writing, with the Humboldt County Planning & Building Department.   

Respectfully, 

Desmond Johnston 

Desmond Johnston 
Senior Planner 

Attachment: 12095 Cultural Resource Investigation 





STATE OF CALIFORNIA Gavin Newsom, Governor

NATIVE AMERICAN HERITAGE COMMISSION
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Via Email to:

Re: Native American Consultation, Pursuant to Senate Bill 18 (SB18), Government Codes 
§65352.3 and §65352.4, as well as Assembly Bill 52 (AB52), Public Resources Codes §21080.1,
§21080.3.1 and §21080.3.2,

Dear

Attached is a consultation list of tribes with traditional lands or cultural places located within 
the boundaries of the above referenced counties or projects.   

Government Codes §65352.3 and §65352.4 require local governments to consult with 
California Native American tribes identified by the Native American Heritage Commission 
(NAHC) for the purpose of avoiding, protecting, and/or mitigating impacts to cultural 
places when creating or amending General Plans, Specific Plans and Community Plans.    

Public Resources Codes §21080.3.1 and §21080.3.2 requires public agencies to consult with 
California Native American tribes identified by the Native American Heritage Commission 
(NAHC) for the purpose of avoiding, protecting, and/or mitigating impacts to tribal cultural 
resources as defined, for California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) projects.   

The law does not preclude local governments and agencies from initiating consultation with 
the tribes that are culturally and traditionally affiliated within your jurisdiction.  The NAHC 
believes that this is the best practice to ensure that tribes are consulted commensurate with 
the intent of the law. 

Best practice for the AB52 process and in accordance with Public Resources Code 
§21080.3.1(d), is to do the following:

Within 14 days of determining that an application for a project is complete or a decision by 
a public agency to undertake a project, the lead agency shall provide formal notification 
to the designated contact of, or a tribal representative of, traditionally and culturally 
affiliated California Native American tribes that have requested notice, which shall be 
accomplished by means of at least one written notification that includes a brief description 
of the proposed project and its location, the lead agency contact information, and a 
notification that the California Native American tribe has 30 days to request consultation 
pursuant to this section. 

The NAHC also recommends, but does not require that lead agencies include in their 
notification letters, information regarding any cultural resources assessment that has been 
completed on the area of potential affect (APE), such as: 

CHAIRPERSON

Laura Miranda 
Luiseño

VICE CHAIRPERSON

Reginald Pagaling
Chumash

SECRETARY

Merri Lopez-Keifer
Luiseño

PARLIAMENTARIAN

Russell Attebery
Karuk 

COMMISSIONER

COMMISSIONER

William Mungary
Paiute/White Mountain 
Apache

COMMISSIONER

COMMISSIONER

Julie Tumamait-
Stenslie
Chumash

COMMISSIONER

[Vacant] 

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY

Christina Snider
Pomo

NAHC HEADQUARTERS
1550 Harbor Boulevard 
Suite 100
West Sacramento, 
California 95691
(916) 373-3710
nahc@nahc.ca.gov
NAHC.ca.gov
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1. The results of any record search that may have been conducted at an Information Center of the
California Historical Resources Information System (CHRIS), including, but not limited to:

A listing of any and all known cultural resources have already been recorded on or adjacent to
the APE, such as known archaeological sites;
Copies of any and all cultural resource records and study reports that may have been provided
by the Information Center as part of the records search response;
Whether the records search indicates a low, moderate or high probability that unrecorded
cultural resources are located in the APE; and
If a survey is recommended by the Information Center to determine whether previously
unrecorded cultural resources are present.

2. The results of any archaeological inventory survey that was conducted, including:

Any report that may contain site forms, site significance, and suggested mitigation measures.

All information regarding site locations, Native American human remains, and associated funerary
objects should be in a separate confidential addendum, and not be made available for public
disclosure in accordance with Government Code Section 6254.10.

3. The result of the Sacred Lands File (SFL) check conducted through the Native American Heritage
Commission.  The request form can be found at http://nahc.ca.gov/wp-
content/uploads/2015/08/Local-Government-Tribal-Consultation-List-Request-Form-Update.pdf.

4. Any ethnographic studies conducted for any area including all or part of the potential APE; and

5. Any geotechnical reports regarding all or part of the potential APE.

Lead agencies should be aware that records maintained by the NAHC and CHRIS is not exhaustive, and a 
negative response to these searches does not preclude the existence of a tribal cultural resource.  A tribe may be 
the only source of information regarding the existence of a tribal cultural resource. 

This information will aid tribes in determining whether to request formal consultation.  In the event, that they do, 
having the information beforehand well help to facilitate the consultation process. 

If you receive notification of change of addresses and phone numbers from tribes, please notify the NAHC. With 
your assistance we can assure that our consultation list remains current.  

If you have any questions, please contact me at my email address: @nahc.ca.gov.

Sincerely, 

Analyst

Attachment



Josefina Cortez, Chairwoman
266 Keisner Road 
Loleta, CA, 95551
Phone: (707) 733 - 1900
Fax: (707) 733-1723

Mattole
Wiyot

Edward "Gusto" Bowie, Cultural 
Liaison
266 Keisner Rd. 
Loleta, CA, 95551
Phone: (707) 733 - 1900
Fax: (707) 733-1723

Mattole
Wiyot

Garth Sundberg, Chairperson
P.O. Box 630
Trinidad, CA, 95570-0630
Phone: (707) 677 - 0211
Fax: (707) 677-3921
gsundberg@TrinidadRancheria.co
m

Miwok
Tolowa
Yurok
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This list is current only as of the date of this document. Distribution of this list does not relieve any person of statutory responsibility as defined in Section 7050.5 of 
the Health and Safety Code, Section 5097.94 of the Public Resources Code and section 5097.98 of the Public Resources Code.

This list is only applicable for consultation with Native American tribes under Public Resources Code Sections 21080.3.1 for the proposed MDF Enterprises, Inc. - 
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1. INTRODUCTION

The purpose of this report is to address potential impacts to sensitive botanical resources,
including special status plants and natural communities, from an additional 64,000 square feet 
of proposed cannabis cultivation on APN 210-250-022 in Larabee Valley. This report supersedes 
the original May 25, 2021 version and includes an additional June 13 survey. The project area is 
in an area that has already been developed or significantly disturbed from existing permitted 
cannabis cultivation, rainwater catchment pond construction, and associated activities. This 
report also addresses wetlands and invasive plants. A site plan for the project is provided in 
Appendix A. 
 
2. DEFINITIONS 
 
2.1. Special Status Plants 
Special status plants include those listed as rare, threatened, or endangered under the federal 
Endangered Species Act (ESA) and/or the California Endangered Species Act (CESA). 
Additionally, impacts to taxa with California Rare Plant Ranks (CRPR) of 1A, 1B, 2A, and 2B must 
be analyzed in environmental documents related to the California Environmental Quality Act 
(CEQA), or those considered functionally equivalent to CEQA. Impacts to plants with CRPRs of 3 
and 4 should also addressed. Protection measures for populations of these taxa may be 
warranted if they are determined to have local or biological significance. 
 
2.2. Special Status Plant Communities 
Special status plant communities are communities with limited distribution that may  
be vulnerable to environmental impacts. Natural communities recognized as sensitive are 
provided on the California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) Sensitive Natural 
Communities List (CDFW 2018). The list is based on the vegetation classification in A Manual of 
California Vegetation, 2nd Edition (Sawyer et al. 2009). Natural communities with G or S ranks of 
3 or lower are considered sensitive. 

2.3. Wetlands
The Army Corps of Engineers defines wetlands as:

“…areas that are inundated or saturated by surface or ground water at a frequency and 
duration sufficient to support, and that under normal conditions do support, a 
prevalence of vegetation typically adapted for life in saturated soil conditions. Wetlands 
generally include swamps, marshes, bogs, and similar areas.”

2.4. Invasive Plants
Invasive species are non-native plants and animals whose introduction causes or is likely to 
cause environmental or economic damage or harm to human health. Invasive species can cause 
a decline of endangered species and native diversity through direct competition and by 
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alteration of ecological processes. The California Invasive Plant Council (Cal-IPC) maintains a list 
of plants considered invasive in California (Cal-IPC 2021). 

3.  ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING 
  
3.1. Project Location 
The parcel is in Larabee Valley approximately 5 miles southwest of Dinsmore on the Larabee 
Valley USGS quadrangle in Humboldt County (Figure1).

3.2. Soil, Topography, and Hydrology
The soil in most of the project sites is mapped as Frostvalley, 0 to 2 percent slopes (USDA, NRCS 
2021). This soil type is composed of alluvium derived from metasedimentary rock. A soil map of 
the area is provided in Appendix B. The project area is on a flat terrace at approximately 2,500
feet above sea level. A tributary of the Little Van Duzen River flows along the northwestern 
edge of the parcel.

3.3. Vegetation
The project area is mostly already disturbed by existing cannabis development and generally 
unvegetated or composed of ruderal herbaceous vegetation. 

The stands of trees visible in aerial images on much of the parcel are predominantly non-native 
pines and appear to be Japanese black pine (Pinus thunbergii) or Manchurian pine (Pinus 
tabuliformis); the understory is mostly devoid of herbaceous vegetation. 

The grasslands adjacent to the project area are relatively homogeneous and are dominated by 
sweet vernal grass (Anthoxanthum odoratum), European hairgrass (Aira caryophyllea), and
other non-native herbaceous plants including sheep sorrel (Rumex acetosella) and rough cat’s-
ear (Hypochaeris radicata). There is a native herbaceous component that includes miniature 
lupine (Lupinus bicolor), California poppy (Eschscholzia californica), and cream cups 
(Platystemon californicus).  
 
There are small stands or isolated native trees on the parcel including Douglas-fir (Pseudotsuga 
menziesii), Pondera pine (Pinus ponderosa), and Oregon white oak (Quercus garryana). The 
riparian vegetation associated with the stream along the northern edge of the parcel is 
dominated by willows (Salix spp.).  
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4. REGULATORY SETTING

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) has authority over plants listed under the ESA. Plants 
listed under CESA are the responsibility of California CDFW. CDFW is also authorized to 
comment and make recommendations on CEQA projects. However, Humboldt County is the 
lead agency responsible for permitting cannabis cultivation in a manner consistent with CEQA. 

5.  METHODS

5.1. Special Status Plants
The California Natural Diversity Database (CDFW 2021a) and the CNPS Inventory of Rare and 
Endangered Plants (CNPS 2021a) were consulted to compile a list of special status plants that 
have potential to occur in the project area (Table 1). The scoping list includes all plants with 
documented occurrences on the Larabee Valley USGS quadrangle or adjacent quadrangles. Of 
primary concern are plants with CRPRs of 1 and 2, as these species must be addressed in CEQA 
review.  
 
Table 1. Special Status Plant Scoping List. 

Scientific Name
Common Name

Listing 
Status 

Blooming 
Period Habitat 

Potential to Occur in 
Project Area. 

Allium hoffmanii 
Beegum onion 

4.3 Jun-Jul Lower montane coniferous 
forest (serpentinite) 

No Potential. Occurs on 
serpentine.

Anisocarpus scabridus 
scabrid alpine tarplant 

1B.3 (Jun)Jul-
Aug(Sep) 

Upper montane coniferous 
forest (metamorphic, rocky) 

No Potential. Occurs in 
much higher elevation 
rocky habitat.

Arctostaphylos hispidula 
Howell's manzanita

4.2 Mar-Apr Chaparral (serpentinite or 
sandstone) 

Unlikely. Project area 
lacks chaparral. 

Arctostaphylos manzanita 
ssp. elegans 
Konocti manzanita 

1B.3 (Jan)Mar-
May(Jul) 

Chaparral, Cismontane 
woodland, Lower montane 
coniferous forest- 
volcanic

Unlikely. Occurs on 
volcanic soil. 

Arnica spathulata
Klamath arnica

4.3 May-Aug Lower montane coniferous 
forest (serpentinite) 

No Potential. Occurs on 
serpentine.

Astragalus agnicidus
Humboldt County milk-
vetch 

1B.1, 
CE 

Apr-Sep Broadleafed upland forest, 
North Coast coniferous forest- 
openings, disturbed areas, 
sometimes roadsides

Unlikely. Typically occurs 
indisturbed areas in 
coniferous forest. 

Astragalus rattanii var. 
rattanii 
Rattan's milk-vetch 

4.3 Apr-Jul Chaparral, Cismontane 
woodland, Lower montane 
coniferous forest- 
gravelly streambanks 

Unlikely. Project area 
lacks gravely 
streambanks. 

Astragalus umbraticus
Bald Mountain milk-vetch 

2B.3 May-Aug Cismontane woodland, Lower 
montane coniferous forest-
sometimes roadside 

Unlikely. Project area is 
not Cismontane 
woodland or Lower 
montane coniferous 
forest. 
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Scientific Name
Common Name

Listing 
Status

Blooming 
Period Habitat

Potential to Occur in 
Project Area.

Calycadenia micrantha
small-flowered 
calycadenia 

1B.2 Jun-Sep Chaparral, Meadows and 
seeps (volcanic), Valley and 
foothill grassland-Roadsides, 
rocky, talus, scree, sometimes 
serpentinite, sparsely 
vegetated areas 

Unlikely. Maybe some 
potential in grassland. 
Project lacks rocky scree 
habitat. 

Carex praticola 
northern meadow sedge

2B.2 May-Jul Meadows and seeps (mesic) Unlikely. Occurs in 
wetlands. 

Carex scabriuscula
Siskiyou sedge 

4.3 May-Jul Lower montane coniferous 
forest, Meadows and seeps, 
Upper montane coniferous 
forest- 
mesic, sometimes 
serpentinite seeps

Unlikely. Occurs in 
wetlands. 

Collomia tracyi 
Tracy's collomia 

4.3 Jun-Jul Broadleafed upland forest, 
Lower montane coniferous 
forest-rocky, sometimes 
serpentinite

Unlikely. Not associated 
with grasslands. 

Coptis laciniata
Oregon goldthread 

4.2 (Feb)Mar-
May(Sep-
Nov) 

Meadows and seeps, North 
Coast coniferous forest 
(streambanks)- 
Mesic 

Unlikely. Occurs in 
riparian habitat.  

Cryptantha rostellata 
red-stemmed cryptantha 

4.2 Apr-Jun Cismontane woodland, Valley 
and foothill grassland-Often 
gravelly, volcanic openings; 
often roadsides

Moderate. Potential in 
grasslands.  

Cypripedium fasciculatum
clustered lady's-slipper 

4.2 Mar-Aug Lower montane coniferous 
forest, North Coast coniferous 
forest- 
usually serpentinite seeps and 
streambanks

Unlikely. Occurs on 
streambanks. 

Cypripedium montanum
mountain lady's-slipper 

4.2 Mar-Aug Broadleafed upland forest, 
Cismontane woodland, Lower 
montane coniferous forest, 
North Coast coniferous forest

Unlikely. Not associated 
with grassland. 

Epilobium oreganum
Oregon fireweed 

1B.2 Jun-Sep Bogs and fens, Lower 
montane coniferous forest, 
Meadows and seeps, Upper 
montane coniferous forest-
mesic 

Unlikely. Usually higher 
elevation mesic habitat.  

Epilobium septentrionale
Humboldt County fuchsia 

4.3 Jul-Sep Broadleafed upland forest, 
North Coast coniferous forest- 
sandy or rocky

Unlikely. Project area 
lacks suitable rocky 
habitat.  

Erigeron maniopotamicus 
Mad River fleabane daisy 

1B.2 May-Aug Lower montane coniferous 
forest, Meadows and seeps 
(open, dry)- 
open, disturbed areas (road 
cuts); rocky

Unlikely. Occur in higher 
elevation habitat.  
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Scientific Name
Common Name

Listing 
Status

Blooming 
Period Habitat

Potential to Occur in 
Project Area.

Erythronium oregonum
giant fawn lily 

2B.2 Mar-
Jun(Jul) 

Cismontane woodland, 
Meadows and seeps-
sometimes serpentinite, 
rocky, openings

Unlikely. Project area 
lacks typical rocky 
habitat.  

Erythronium revolutum 
coast fawn lily 

2B.2 Mar-
Jul(Aug) 

Bogs and fens, Broadleafed 
upland forest, North Coast 
coniferous forest-Mesic, 
streambanks

Unlikely. Project area 
lacks typical mesic rocky 
habitat. 

Eucephalus glabratus 
Siskiyou aster 

4.3 Jun-Sep Lower montane coniferous 
forest, Upper montane 
coniferous forest- 
rocky openings

Unlikely. Usually higher 
elevation rocky habitat 
and not associated with 
grasslands. 

Fritillaria glauca
Siskiyou fritillaria 

4.2 (Apr-
May)Jun-
Jul 

Alpine boulder and rock field, 
Subalpine coniferous forest, 
Upper montane coniferous 
forest- 
serpentinite, talus slopes

Unlikely. Occurs in higher 
elevation habitat. 

Gilia capitata ssp. pacifica
Pacific gilia 

1B.2 Apr-Aug Coastal bluff scrub, Chaparral 
(openings), Coastal prairie, 
Valley and foothill grassland 

Moderate-High. Potential 
in grasslands.  

Hemizonia congesta ssp. 
tracyi 
Tracy's tarplant 

4.3 May-Oct Coastal prairie, Lower 
montane coniferous forest, 
North Coast coniferous forest-
openings, sometimes 
serpentinite

High. Potential in 
grasslands.  

Hosackia yollabolliensis 
Yolla Bolly Mtns. bird's-
foot trefoil 

1B.2 Jun-Aug Meadows and seeps, Upper 
montane coniferous forest 
(openings)-dry barren 
exposed slopes, often gravelly 

Unlikely. Occurs in higher 
elevation habitat.  

Howellia aquatilis
water howellia 

2B.2, 
FT 

Jun Marshes and swamps 
(freshwater) 

No Potential. Project area 
lacks marshes and 
swamps. 

Iliamna latibracteata
California globe mallow 

1B.2 Jun-Aug Chaparral (montane), Lower 
montane coniferous forest, 
North Coast coniferous forest 
(mesic), Riparian scrub 
(streambanks)- 
Often in burned areas

Unlikely. Typically higher 
elevation mesic habitat.  

Kopsiopsis hookeri 
small groundcone 

2B.3 Apr-Aug North Coast coniferous forest Unlikey. Not associated 
with grasslands. Non-
native pine stands are not 
suitable habitat. 

Lathyrus biflorus
two-flowered pea

1B.1 Jun-Aug Lower montane coniferous 
forest (serpentinite) 

Unlikely. Occurs on 
serpentine.  

Lathyrus glandulosus
sticky pea

4.3 Apr-Jun Cismontane woodland Unlikely. Not associated 
with grasslands.
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Scientific Name
Common Name

Listing 
Status

Blooming 
Period Habitat

Potential to Occur in 
Project Area.

Leptosiphon acicularis
bristly leptosiphon 

4.2 Apr-Jul Chaparral, Cismontane 
woodland, Coastal prairie, 
Valley and foothill grassland

Moderate-High. Potential 
in grasslands. 

Leptosiphon latisectus
broad-lobed leptosiphon

4.3 Apr-Jun Broadleafed upland forest, 
Cismontane woodland

Moderate-High. Potential 
in grasslands. 

Lilium rubescens
redwood lily

4.2 Apr-
Aug(Sep)

Broadleafed upland forest, 
Chaparral, Lower montane 
coniferous forest, North Coast 
coniferous forest, Upper 
montane coniferous forest-
Sometimes serpentinite, 
sometimes roadsides

Unlikely. Typically along 
roads and open areas in 
native coniferous forest.  

Lilium washingtonianum 
ssp. purpurascens 
purple-flowered 
Washington lily

4.3 Jun-Aug Chaparral, Lower montane 
coniferous forest, Upper 
montane coniferous forest-
often serpentinite 

Unlikely. Not associated 
with grasslands. 

Listera cordata 
heart-leaved twayblade 

4.2 Feb-Jul Bogs and fens, Lower 
montane coniferous forest, 
North Coast coniferous forest

Unlikely. Not associated 
with grasslands. 

Lupinus constancei
The Lassics lupine

1B.1 Jul Lower montane coniferous 
forest (serpentinite) 

No Potential. Occurs on 
serpentine.

Lupinus elmeri
South Fork Mountain 
lupine 

1B.2 Jun-
Jul(Aug) 

Lower montane coniferous 
forest 

Unlikely. Occurs in higher 
elevation habitat and not 
associated with 
grasslands. 

Lycopodium clavatum 
running-pine 

4.1 Jun-
Aug(Sep) 

Lower montane coniferous 
forest (mesic), Marshes and 
swamps, North Coast 
coniferous forest (mesic)-
often edges, openings, and 
roadsides 

Unlikely. Occur in mesic 
redwood forest habitat.  

Lycopus uniflorus
northern bugleweed

4.3 Jul-Sep Bogs and fens, Marshes and 
swamps

Unlikely. Occurs in 
wetlands. 

Meesia triquetra
three-ranked hump moss 

4.2 Jul Bogs and fens, Meadows and 
seeps, Subalpine coniferous 
forest, Upper montane 
coniferous forest (mesic)-soil 

Unlikely. Occurs in higher 
elevation mesic habitat.  

Mitellastra caulescens 
leafy-stemmed mitrewort 

4.2 (Mar)Apr-
Oct 

Broadleafed upland forest, 
Lower montane coniferous 
forest, Meadows and seeps, 
North Coast coniferous forest-
mesic, sometimes roadsides

Unlikely. Occur in riparian 
habitat. Maybe some 
potential in along stream 
outside project area. 

Montia howellii
Howell's montia 

2B.2 (Jan-
Feb)Mar-
May 

Meadows and seeps, North 
Coast coniferous forest, 
Vernal pools-vernally mesic, 
sometimes roadsides

Unlikely. Project area is 
likely too dry. 
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Scientific Name
Common Name

Listing 
Status

Blooming 
Period Habitat

Potential to Occur in 
Project Area.

Navarretia leucocephala 
ssp. bakeri 
Baker’s Navarretia

1B.1 Apr-Jul Cismontane woodland, Lower 
montane coniferous forest, 
Meadows and seeps, Valley 
and foothill grassland, Vernal 
pools- 
Mesic 

Unlikely. Project are lacks 
vernal pools or similar 
habitat.  

Packera bolanderi var. 
bolanderi
seacoast ragwort

2B.2 (Jan-
Apr)May-
Jul(Aug)

Coastal scrub, North Coast 
coniferous forest-Sometimes 
roadsides

Unlikely. Not associated 
with grasslands.

Piperia candida
white-flowered rein orchid 

1B.2 (Mar)May
-Sep 

Broadleafed upland forest, 
Lower montane coniferous 
forest, North Coast coniferous 
forest- 
sometimes serpentinite

Unlikely. Not associated 
with grasslands. 

Pityopus californicus 
California pinefoot 

4.2 (Mar-
Apr)May-
Aug 

Broadleafed upland forest, 
Lower montane coniferous 
forest, North Coast coniferous 
forest, Upper montane 
coniferous forest- 
mesic 

Unlikely. Not associated 
with grasslands. 

Platanthera stricta
slender bog-orchid 

4.2 May-Aug Lower montane coniferous 
forest, Meadows and seeps-
mesic 

Unlikely. Project area 
lacks suitable mesic 
habitat.  

Pleuropogon refractus
nodding semaphore grass 

4.2 (Mar)Apr-
Aug 

Lower montane coniferous 
forest, Meadows and seeps, 
North Coast coniferous forest, 
Riparian forest- 
Mesic 

Unlikely. Occur in riparian 
habitat.   

Ptilidium californicum
Pacific fuzz wort 

4.3 May-Aug Lower montane coniferous 
forest, Upper montane 
coniferous forest- 
Usually epiphytic on trees, 
fallen and decaying logs, and 
stumps; rarely on humus over 
boulders

Unlikely. Occurs in higher 
elevation habitat.  

Ribes laxiflorum
trailing black currant 

4.3 Mar-
Jul(Aug) 

North Coast coniferous forest-
sometimes roadside 

Moderate-Unlikely. 
Maybe some potential 
along roads.

Sabulina decumbens
The Lassics sandwort 

1B.2 Jul Lower montane coniferous 
forest, Upper montane 
coniferous forest- 
serpentinite

No Potential. Occurs on 
serpentine. 

Sanicula tracyi 
Tracy's sanicle 

4.2 Apr-Jul Cismontane woodland, Lower 
montane coniferous forest, 
Upper montane coniferous 
forest- 
openings 

Moderate-Unlikely. 
Maybe some potential in 
grasslands. 
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Scientific Name
Common Name

Listing 
Status

Blooming 
Period Habitat

Potential to Occur in 
Project Area.

Sedum laxum ssp. flavidum 
pale yellow stonecrop 

4.3 May-Jul Broadleafed upland forest, 
Chaparral, Cismontane 
woodland, Lower montane 
coniferous forest, Upper 
montane coniferous forest- 
Serpentinite or volcanic

No Potential. Project area 
lacks suitable rock 
habitat.  

Sidalcea malachroides
maple-leaved 
checkerbloom 

4.2 (Mar)Apr-
Aug

Broadleafed upland forest, 
Coastal prairie, Coastal scrub, 
North Coast coniferous forest, 
Riparian woodland-Often in 
disturbed areas

Moderate-Unlikely. 
Maybe some potential in 
grasslands. 

Sidalcea malviflora ssp. 
patula
Siskiyou checkerbloom

1B.2 (Apr)May-
Aug

Coastal bluff scrub, Coastal 
prairie, North Coast 
coniferous forest- 
often roadcuts

High. Potential in 
grasslands. 

Thermopsis robusta 
robust false lupine

1B.2 May-Jul Broadleafed upland forest, 
North Coast coniferous forest

Unlikely. Not associated 
with grasslands.

Usnea longissima
Methuselah's beard lichen 

4.2 
 

Broadleafed upland forest, 
North Coast coniferous forest-
On tree branches; usually on 
old growth hardwoods and 
conifers

Unlikely. Occur on native 
conifer branches.  

Veratrum insolitum
Siskiyou false-hellebore

4.3 Jun-Aug Chaparral, Lower montane 
coniferous forest-Clay 

Unlikely. Not associated 
with grasslands. 

Wyethia longicaulis
Humboldt County wyethia 

4.3 May-Jul Broadleafed upland forest, 
Coastal prairie, Lower 
montane coniferous forest-
sometimes roadsides

Moderate. Potential in 
grasslands.  

SPECIAL STATUS PLANT LISTING STATUS  

Endangered Species Act (ESA)
FE: Federally Endangered 
FT: Federally Threated  
FR: Federally Rare 

California Endangered Species Act (CESA) 
CE: California Endangered 
CT: California Threated 
CR: California Rare 

California Rare Plant Ranks 
1A: Plants Presumed Extirpated in California and Either Rare or Extinct Elsewhere 
1B: Plants Rare, Threatened, or Endangered in California and Elsewhere  
2A: Plants Presumed Extirpated in California, But Common Elsewhere  
2B: California Rare Plant Rank 2B: Plants Rare, Threatened, or Endangered in California, But More Common 
Elsewhere 
3. Review List: Plants about which more information is needed. 
4. Watch List: Plants of limited distribution 

Threat Ranks 
0.1-Seriously threatened in California (over 80% of occurrences threatened / high degree and  
immediacy of threat) 
0.2-Moderately threatened in California (20-80% occurrences threatened / moderate degree and  
immediacy of threat)  
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0.3-Not very threatened in California (less than 20% of occurrences threatened / low degree and immediacy 
of threat or no current threats known) 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

5.2. Special Status Natural Communities
Of primary consideration for project areas outside coniferous forest in northwestern California 
include, but are not limited to sensitive native grassland communities and oak woodlands
(Table 2).  
 
Table 2. Special Status Natural Communities Scoping List. 

Common Name Scientific Name Rarity
Idaho fescue -California oatgrass 
grassland 

Festuca idahoensis – Danthonia 
californica Herbaceous Alliance 

NGR S3 

Needle grass -Melic grass grassland Nassella spp.-Melica spp. Herbaceous 
Alliance

G3 S3 

California brome – blue wildrye 
prairie 

Bromus carinatus - Elymus glaucus
Herbaceous Alliance 

G3 S3 

Oregon white oak woodland and 
forest

Quercus garryana Forest and 
Woodland Alliance 

G4 S3 

A list of all special status plant communities in the Northern California Coast and Coast Ranges 
regions queried from the Manual of California Vegetation Online (CNPS 2021b) is provided in 
Appendix C.

5.3. Wetlands 
Federal, State, and County wetland delineation methods follow the 1987 Corps of Engineers 
Wetlands Delineation Manual (Environmental Laboratory 1987) and the Regional Supplement 
to the Corps of Engineers Wetland Delineation Manual Western Mountains, Valleys, and Coast 
Region (Version 2.0) (Army Corps 2010). A positive wetland determination is made when all 
three wetland parameters (hydrophytic vegetation, hydric soil, and wetland hydrology) are 
present. 
 
5.4. Invasive Plants 
For the purposed of this report only plants with Cal-IPC rankings of “High” were considered. 
These species have severe ecological impacts and high rates of dispersal. 
 
5.5. Surveys 
The surveys were conducted on April 11, 2021, by Alex Powell, B.S. and May 16, and June 13, 
2021, by Kyle Wear, M.A. Mr. Wear has over 25 years of experience conducting floristic surveys, 
wetland delineations, and other botanical work in northern California. Mr. Powell has over 10 
years of experience conducting floristic surveys and other botanical work in northern California. 
 
 



11

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Botanical Survey Results                                                                                                                        MDF Enterprises (APN: 210-250-022)



12

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Botanical Survey Results                                                                                                                        MDF Enterprises (APN: 210-250-022)

The surveys were conducted according to Protocols for Surveying and Evaluating Impacts to 
Special Status Native Plant Populations and Natural Communities (CDFW 2018). All plants 
encountered were identified to the taxonomic level necessary to determine whether they are 
special status. Plant taxonomy generally follows The Jepson Manual Vascular Plants of 
California, Second Edition (Baldwin et. al. 2012), however the plant list may include more recent 
name changes. A map showing the area covered by the surveys is provided in Figure 2.  
 
The survey was timed to coincide with when plants on the scoping list (Table 1) with potential 
to occur would be identifiable (generally, but not necessarily during the blooming period) and 
when other common plants would be identifiable so that a comprehensive floristic plant list of 
the area could be compiled.  
 
6.  RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 
 
6.1. Special Status Plants 
No special status plants were encountered on the surveys. A list of plants observed is provided 
in Table 3. The three surveys were seasonally appropriate for the site and spanned the portion 
of the season where all special status plants on the scoping list that could occur in the project 
area would have been recognizable the surveyors. Additionally, the surveys were conducted 
during a period when other plants were identifiable. Thus, no plants listed under the ESA, CESA, 
or CEQA will be impacted by the project.  
 
Table 3. Plant List. 

Scientific Name Common Name
Achillea millefolium   common yarrow 
Acmispon parviflorus lotus 
Agrostis sp. bent grass 
Aira caryophyllea  European hairgrass 
Amelanchier alnifolia  western serviceberry
Anthoxanthum odoratum   sweet vernal grass 
Arbutus menziesii madrone
Arctostaphylos manzanita ssp. manzanita common manzanta
Arrhenatherum elatius tall oatgrass
Briza maxima   rattlesnake grass 
Bromus diandrus  ripgut grass 
Bromus hordeaceus   soft chess 
Calandrinia cilata red maids  
Cerastium glomeratum mouse ear chickweed 
Chamomilla suaveolens pineapple weed 
Claytonia perfoliata  miner’s lettuce 
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Scientific Name Common Name
Cynosurus echinatus    dogtail grass
Danthonia californica   California oatgrass
Delphinium sp. larkspur
Dichelostemma capitatum blue dicks
Epilobium densiflorum dense-flowered Boisduvalia  
Erodium botrys long-beaked storksbill 
Eschscholzia californica  California poppy
Fragaria vesca wood strawberry
Festuca myuros rattail sixweeks grass
Fritillaria affinis var. affinis  checker lily  
Galium aparine goose grass 
Galium sp. bedstraw 
Gamochaeta ustulata purple cudweed
Heracleum maximum cow parsnip
Hypericum perforatum St. John’s-wort 
Hypochaeris glabra   smooth cat's-ear 
Hypochaeris radicata hairy cat’s-ear  
Lithophragma affine woodland star
Lupinus bicolor miniature lupine
Luzula comosa  common wood rush 
Osmorhiza berteroi sweet-cicely 
Pinus ponderosa   Ponderosa pine
Pinus sp. pine (non-native) 
Plantago lanceolata  English plantain
Platystemon californicus cream cups 
Prunus virginiana var. demissa western chokecherry 
Pseudotsuga menziesii  Douglas-fir
Pteridium aquilinum var. pubescens   bracken fern
Quercus garryana   Oregon white oak 
Quercus kelloggii   California black oak
Rumex acetosella sheep sorrel 
Salix lasiandara ssp. lasiandra Pacific willow
Salix sitchensis   Sitka willow
Sanicula bipinnatifida purple sanicle
Spergularia rubra purple sand spurry 
Stachys ajugoides hedge nettle
Symphoricarpos sp. snowberry
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Scientific Name Common Name
Trillium albidum giant wakerobin 
Vicia sativa vetch
Viola glabella stream violet 
Viola praemorsa Astoria violet

6.2. Special Status Natural Communities
The non-native grassland and introduced pine stands described in Section 3.3 above are not 
consistent with any special status natural community. California oatgrass was documented in 
the undisturbed portion of the parcel but was at less than 1% cover and occurred in a relatively 
small area. Cover of California oatgrass would need to be at least 10% to be considered Idaho 
fescue -California oatgrass grassland. 
 
Oregon white oak was recorded outside the project area along the edge of the property but 
was limited to isolated small stands or individual trees and is not Oregon white oak woodland 
and forest. 
 
6.3. Wetlands 
No hydrophytic vegetation, such as stands of rushes or sedges, or indicators of hydric soil or 
wetland hydrology were observed outside the Streamside Management Area on the parcel.  
 
6.4. Invasive Plants 
No highly invasive plants were observed on the parcel. The Cal-IPC Inventory does not list any 
pine species as invasive. 
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APPENDIX B. NRCS Soil Map 
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APPENDIX C. List of Special Status Natural 
Communities in Northwestern California 



Scientific Name Common Name
Primary 
lifeform

Global 
rarity

State 
rarity

Abies grandis Grand fir forest Tree G4 S2.1
Abronia latifolia - Ambrosia 
chamissonis Dune mat Herb G3 S3 
Acer macrophyllum Bigleaf maple forest and woodland Tree G4 S3 
Acer negundo Box-elder forest and woodland Tree G5 S2.2
Aesculus californica California buckeye groves Tree G3 S3 
Alnus incana Mountain alder thicket Shrub G4 S3 
Alnus viridis Sitka alder thickets Shrub G5 S3?
Alopecurus geniculatus Water foxtail meadows Herb G3? S3?
Arbutus menziesii Madrone forest Tree G4 S3.2
Arctostaphylos bakeri Stands of Baker manzanita Shrub G1 S1.2
Arctostaphylos (canescens, manzanita, 
stanfordiana)

Hoary, common, and Stanford manzanita 
chaparral Shrub G3 S3 

Arctostaphylos montana Mount Tamalpais manzanita chaparral Shrub G2 S2 
Arctostaphylos (nummularia, sensitiva) Glossy leaf manzanita chaparral Shrub G2 S2 
Arctostaphylos patula - Arctostaphylos 
nevadensis

Green leaf manzanita - Pinemat 
manzanita chaparral Shrub G5 S3 

Argentina egedii Pacific silverweed marshes Herb G4 S2 
Bolboschoenus maritimus Salt marsh bulrush marshes Herb G4 S3 
Bromus carinatus - Elymus glaucus California brome - blue wildrye prairie Herb G3 S3 
Calamagrostis nutkaensis Pacific reed grass meadows Herb G4 S2 
Calocedrus decurrens Incense cedar forest and woodland Tree G4 S3.2

Carex (aquatilis, lenticularis) 
Water sedge and lakeshore sedge 
meadows Herb G5 S3 

Carex barbarae White-root beds Herb G2? S2?
Carex densa Dense sedge marshes Herb G2? S2?
Carex echinata Star sedge fens Herb G4? S3?
Carex integra Small-fruited sedge meadows Herb G4? S2?
Carex luzulina Woodland sedge fens Herb G3 S2?
Carex nudata Torrent sedge patches Herb G3 S3 
Carex obnupta Slough sedge swards Herb G4 S3 
Carex (pansa, praegracilis) Sand dune sedge swaths Herb G4? S3?
Carex serratodens Twotooth sedge seeps Herb G3 S3?

Ceanothus (oliganthus, tomentosus)
Hairy leaf - woolly leaf ceanothus 
chaparral Shrub G3 S3 

Cephalanthus occidentalis Button willow thickets Shrub G5 S2 
Chamaecyparis lawsoniana Port Orford cedar forest and woodland Tree G3 S3.1
Chrysolepis chrysophylla Golden chinquapin thickets Shrub G2 S2 
Chrysolepis sempervirens Bush chinquapin chaparral Shrub G4 S3.3
Corylus cornuta var. californica Hazelnut scrub Shrub G3 S2?
Darlingtonia californica California pitcher plant fens Herb G4? S3 



Deschampsia cespitosa - Hordeum 
brachyantherum - Danthonia californica

Coastal tufted hair grass - Meadow 
barley - California oatgrass wet meadow Herb GNR S3 

Equisetum (arvense, variegatum, 
hyemale) 

Field horsetail - scouringrush horsetail -
variegated scouringrush wet meadow Herb GNR S3 

Eriophyllum staechadifolium - Erigeron 
glaucus - Eriogonum latifolium

Seaside woolly-sunflower - seaside daisy 
- buckwheat patches Herb G3 S3

Festuca idahoensis - Danthonia 
californica 

Idaho fescue - California oatgrass 
grassland Herb GNR S3 

Frangula californica - Rhododendron 
occidentale - Salix breweri 

California coffee berry - western azalea 
scrub - Brewer's willow Shrub G3 S3 

Frankenia salina Alkali heath marsh Herb G4 S3 
Fraxinus latifolia Oregon ash groves Tree G4 S3.2
Garrya elliptica Coastal silk tassel scrub Shrub G3? S3?
Glyceria Ã—occidentalis Northwest manna grass marshes Herb G3? S3?
Grindelia (camporum, stricta) Gum plant patches Herb G2 S2 
Hesperocyparis macnabiana McNab cypress woodland and forest Tree G3 S3.2
Hesperocyparis pigmaea Mendocino pygmy cypress woodland Tree G1 S1 
Hesperocyparis sargentii Sargent cypress woodland Tree G3 S3.2
Heterotheca (oregona, sessiliflora) Goldenaster patches Herb G3 S3 
Hydrocotyle (ranunculoides, umbellata) Mats of floating pennywort Herb G4 S3?
Isoetes (bolanderi, echinospora, 
howellii, nuttallii, occidentalis) Quillwort beds Herb G3 S3?
Juglans hindsii and Hybrids Hindsâ€™s walnut and related stands Tree G1 S1.1
Juncus lescurii Salt rush swales Herb G3 S2?
Juncus (oxymeris, xiphioides) Iris-leaf rush seeps Herb G2? S2?
Leymus cinereus - Leymus triticoides Ashy ryegrass - creeping ryegrass turfs Herb G3 S3 
Leymus mollis Sea lyme grass patches Herb G4 S2 
Lupinus chamissonis - Ericameria 
ericoides Silver dune lupine - mock heather scrub Shrub G3 S3 
Morella californica Wax myrtle scrub Shrub G3 S3 
Nassella spp. - Melica spp. Needle grass - Melic grass grassland Herb G3 S3 
Notholithocarpus densiflorus Tanoak forest Tree G4 S3.2
Nuphar lutea Yellow pond-lily mats Herb G5 S3?
Oenanthe sarmentosa Water-parsley marsh Herb G4 S2?
Picea sitchensis Sitka spruce forest and woodland Tree G5 S2 
Pinus balfouriana Foxtail pine woodland Tree G3 S3 
Pinus contorta ssp. contorta Beach pine forest and woodland Tree G5 S3 

Pinus muricata - Pinus radiata
Bishop pine - Monterey pine forest and 
woodland Tree G3 S3.2

Populus fremontii - Fraxinus velutina -
Salix gooddingii 

Fremont cottonwood forest and 
woodland Tree G4 S3.2

Populus trichocarpa Black cottonwood forest and woodland Tree G5 S3 
Pseudotsuga menziesii - Calocedrus 
decurrens 

Douglas fir - incense cedar forest and 
woodland Tree G3 S3 



Pseudotsuga menziesii -
Notholithocarpus densiflorus Douglas fir - tanoak forest and woodland Tree G3 S3 
Quercus garryana (tree) Oregon white oak woodland and forest Tree G4 S3 
Quercus lobata Valley oak woodland and forest Tree G3 S3 
Quercus parvula var. shrevei Shreve oak forests Tree G2 S2 
Quercus wislizeni - Quercus chrysolepis 
(shrub)

Canyon live oak - Interior live oak 
chaparral Shrub G4 S3 

Rhododendron columbianum Western Labrador-tea thickets Shrub G4 S2?
Rubus (parviflorus, spectabilis, ursinus) Coastal brambles Shrub G4 S3 
Ruppia (cirrhosa, maritima) Ditch-grass or widgeon-grass mats Herb G4? S2 

Salix gooddingii - Salix laevigata 
Goodding's willow - red willow riparian 
woodland and forest Tree G4 S3 

Salix hookeriana Coastal dune willow thickets Shrub G4 S3 
Salix lucida ssp. lasiandra Shining willow groves Tree G4 S3.2
Salix sitchensis Sitka willow thickets Shrub G4 S3?
Sarcocornia pacifica (Salicornia 
depressa) Pickleweed mats Herb G4 S3 
Schoenoplectus (acutus, californicus) Hardstem and California bulrush marshes Herb GNR S3 
Schoenoplectus americanus American bulrush marsh Herb G5 S3.2
Scirpus microcarpus Small-fruited bulrush marsh Herb G4 S2 
Selaginella (bigelovii, wallacei) Bushy spikemoss mats Herb G4 S3 
Sequoia sempervirens Redwood forest and woodland Tree G3 S3.2
Sparganium (angustifolium) Mats of bur-reed leaves Herb G4 S3?
Spartina foliosa California cordgrass marsh Herb G3 S3.2
Stuckenia (pectinata) - Potamogeton 
spp. Pondweed mats Herb G3 S3?
Torreyochloa pallida Floating mats of weak manna grass Herb G3 S3?
Trifolium variegatum White-tip clover swales Herb G3? S3?
Tsuga heterophylla Western hemlock forest Tree G5 S2 
Umbellularia californica California bay forest and woodland Tree G4 S3
Vaccinium uliginosum Bog blueberry wet meadows Shrub G4 S3
Vitis arizonica - Vitis girdiana Wild grape shrubland Shrub G3 S3 
Zostera (marina, pacifica) Pacific 
Aquatic Eelgrass beds Herb GNR S3 




















































































